
Cast like squat pots, Hanseatic flagons preceded 
or coexisted with the early balustershaped 
"8alusterkruge", conical rbrken and "columnar" 
pewter mugs - pewter vessels of elongated Gothic 
proportions, which can be traced later, in some types 
of European pewters in the 17th and 18th centuries. 

However, it was the Hanseatic flagon that 
influenced the typology of European drinking and 
measuring utensils in a decisive way, laying the main 
line of its development for many centuries, becoming a 
kind of its "progenitor". The main advantage of 
"Hansekanne" was the visual expression of each of its 
constituent elements: a massive base, a pot-bellied 
body, a narrow neck and a wide spout. The formation of 
this type was soon followed by a global technological 
reform in the European pewter. Since the 15th century , 
instead of casting "shells" -the vertical sections of a 
three-dimensional object - the craftsmen mastered the 
casting of its horizontal belts, lined up in "floors" one 
above the other. At the same time, the constructive 
clarity of the horizontal division of the body, which 
distinguished the Hanseatic vessel , turned out to be 
extremely relevant. The shape of the body and lid , 
samples of the flat handle and the hinge mechanism -
all Hansekanne elements perfectly matched the new 
craft technology. Over time, they adapted and 
rethought, transforming themselves into a variety of 
vessels, marked by national taste and originality , from 
the Iberian Peninsula to Italy or Russia. 

22 Elkova E. Vu . European pewter flagons of 
the 17th - 19th centuries. 1/ Antiques. Objects 
of art and collecting . 
2006. No. 1. P.22-33. 

So, throughout France since the 15th ce 
measured cups "pichets" have spread , in whit 
shapes of the Hanseatic flagon are unrecognizabl 
light, muscular and slender. The outlines of a �~� 

vessel in the Swiss design are more mundan 
"potbellied" or "chain" Wallis mug ("8auchkanl 
"Kettenkrug") was named according to the placE 
origine, the highmountain Alpine canton of ' 
(Valais) in the southwest of Switzerland . It looks 
like a Hanseatic vessel - the same "owl" �t�~� 

thumbpiece has been survived in it - howevE 
borrowing of forms did not occur here otherwist 
through French standards. The Hanseatic p 
vessel defined the general silhouette of a vari 
tankards and jugs, named for the similarity of s 
pear-shaped (8irnkruge) in Silesia, 80hemi; 
Moravia and baluster (8alusterkruge) in Swede 
also became the starting point in the shaping 
Leyden jug, the Cologne mug, Flemish and Se 
volumetric vessels , the Swiss "Rundele" 
"Kurbiskanne" - in a word , a whole variety of �~� 

items that existed in modern Europe22 

All these elements entered the Russian != 
ware through many later reworkings of the old 
mainly through the tankards of Sweden and Er 
at about 1700. 

What could have been the direct impac 
particular imported vessel on local metal prod 
in the 15th century - a question arising from th 
confirmed fact of the existence of a Hanseatic . 
in Muscovy - still remains open. 

Also, the find in the Kremlin of a pewter Han 
flagon of the 15th century replenished the ne 
museum fund with a rare specimen of a v' 
informative and meaningful in iconographic terr 
well as bright and expressive in artistic terms (I 
7, 8). This find significantly expands our understc 
of the material culture of the inhabitants of the Mt 
Kremlin , confirming the high status of the pOpL 
who lived in the 15th century. on the territory 
Kremlin Podol. 
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I send you my article about a Hanseatic flagon , I hope you would like it. 

I must notice of one mistake revealed by Mr John Bank: at the beginning of the article I myself warned 
not t.o mix silver and pewter Hanseatic flagons (footnote 3) and I myself immediately got caught on this 
in th 3 footnote 7. 

With Best Wishes, 
Helen Elkova 

YeTBepr, 8 V1lOn~ 2021 , 10:20 +04:00 OT hbvanwyk@tiscali.nl: 

Dear Helen , 
Thank you for your mail. Yes, I'm very interested in Hanzekannen, so please send me your 
article. 
Best regards, Henk 

On 7 Jul2021 at 22:38, Elkov (a) wrote: 
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Dear Mr. Henk, 

I sent to Mr Tassilo Hofmann a full photo of the items of question, I hope together we would 
manage the task. 

Indeed, the engraved Moscow pewterware of 1730-1750 is one of the best achievements of 
the Russian pewter, I'm glad you appreciated it. 

I will be waiting with interest for new information on your site. 

Would you like to receive an email of my article "Pewter Hanseatic flagon of the 15th century 
(from the excavations in the Moscow Kremlin)"? It talk about an item, an analogue of which 
just appeared in the collection ofMr John Bank. 

Thank you very much. 

Helen Elkova 

BocKpeceHbe, 4 V1lOn~ 2021 , 21 :36 +03:00 OT hbvanwyk@tiscali.nl: 
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