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Notes

ocenpiion of  Dritain, possesses oseries of - Royal
charters dating from the first BEdward, and o Domesday
Sook dating from 1393, together with many other
charters and documents bearing upon the history
of the town,

The aothors are to be congratalated upon the
creas care and tine espended in bringing inta one
all the
these documents, together forming a valuable  his-

volume trinsenpts of most  nmportant of
torical survey of the carporate development of the
towin.

Besides producing wan lhistorical  work of  great

value, the compilers have saved the wrevocable
obliteration of the early records of the borough, as
hefore the collection of the material for this book,
the documents were rotting in old wooden boxes suffer-
ing from damp, with the further risk of destruction
by fire.

It is to be huped the wmore valuable of such
interesting archives now repose in the Town Clerk's

safe or some other worthy receptacle.

Tue pewter porringer reproduced commemorates

6t

the “ Peace of Ryswick, 16497.”

Pewter Porringer .. s
o I'he figure at the bottom of the

howl is Marlborough : the words in the scroll are

S
Lot Nations happy Live”

Fuarape peace 1 give,

The monogram is Ryswick.  The three figures on

the cover are cockerels, acting as a stand under the

\J)/ou'i, if necessary.

Anexavore Dusas, the son, used o say that the
“Hadies fair and frail "are highly interesting psycho-

. . logical probliems, and most
Ladies Fair and

. of U ays  he wrote  dealt
Frail: Sketches of ’(_ 1e. Jrilys ’ ¥ )
the Demi-Monde with  demi-mondaines. Lt his
during the modern heromes— La Dame
Eighteenth Century aux Cumdhias, Inane de Lys

By Horace Blcackley

and the famous protagonist in
(John Lane)

“Le

they were sketched from life by

)

Dlemi-Monde "=~although

the great French
playwright, are far less fascinatng persons than the
My

Horace Bleackley deals in his remarkable book.

ladies of the cighteenth century with whom

The eighteenth century was, par cxeellence, the
century of gallantry, prodigality, and lax morality.
The
mterwoven

These almost wmounted 1o a fine art. lives

of the ladies fair and [rasl were then

with the carcer of many uotable personages: and

because the general atmosphere of that frivolous
period was one of delightful mutual tolerance, onc
reads the life stories of Kity Fisher and the

other queens of gallantry with as much indulgence
as interest,
Mr. I

with the conscience and accuracy of a Benedictine

Bleackley has written his  monographs

monk, and also with the broadness of views of a
philosopher,
We

character and thoughts of those women who played

learn to know not only the life but the
in Lngland almost as important a part as Mme
Du

Irance in the days of Louis le Bien-Aimd.

de Pompadour and  NMme. Barry played

Here are the  good-humoured  Fanny

the pretty flower-girl of Bath, who did not sell

Murray,

PEWTER

PORRINGER




