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FTER the
its brittleness, the wooden cup for the reason of its

discarding of the glass chalice because of
porous nature, and the brass, lead and bronze vessels
on account of their tendency to oxidise and nauscate
the communicant {(vomitum provocant), pewter alone
remained as a recognised alternative to the gold or silver chalice.
From earliest times it was specially distinguished for use at the
altar.
general during the middle ages, continued to a modified degree

In France the use of the pewter chalice, which was

In England, on the contrary, its emplov
the ninth

until the Revolution
ment at the altar
The reason for this variance is to be found in the decrees of the

was  discontinued in century
ditferent councils which legislated upon the rubrics of the mass.

Whereas the use of pewter church vessels was repeatediy pro-

hibited in England, notably at Westminster in 1073, several of
the French councils, beginning with that of Rheims in the
the the

confirmation of

ninth century, expressly  permitted use  of prwier

chalice in cases of necessity, A\ this measure
may be found in an ordinance of the French Pewterers' Company
{always rigidiy enforced) forbidding the gilding of basc metal
except when What to the lav

mind might seem a violation of svnodical decrees in Eneland

used for eccclesiastical vessels.

3 the mention of pewter cruets in late pre-Reformation church
mventories.  The seeming
authority 1s that, little
always in an unconsccrated state, precions metal receptaches

explanation of this disregard  of

Vessels

the contents of these bemng

were not considered necessary. But the Church was none
the less extremely careful of their proper custody. A late

fourteenth century inventory in the treasury of the Church of

the Holy Sepulchre at Paris contains not only the mention of

a pair of pewter cruets, but minute instructions for their special

care : The dish shall be cleaned and rubbed cach day tf ot
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pewter, it must be washed every three months in hot water
and soap-suds, rubbed with oats or other grain with husks, o
with powdered egg-shells, after which it wall be washed again
in clear water, and dried and polished with a piece of clean
linen.” It is obvious that these scrupulous  directions wer.
more  especially intended for the cruets themselves—vessel
ch demanded careful cleaning, and o
a size that rendered purification an awkward operation. The
use ot pewter ampulle for holding the holv oils in bulk, and o
chrismator

composed of a metal wh

s, for small quantities, is a further proof that preciows
metals were only required for eucharistic vessels.

The law ot the English Corporation, also forbidding tl:-

gilding of pewter, ¢ tned no exception in favour of sacred
The this the records
of the Company occurs in the vears 1621-22. It should be
remembered, however, that the dogma of Transubstantiation
had undergone a material change in the Reformed Church by
virtue of the Act of Parliament of January 13th, 1549. Relieve:!

vessels, first mention of ordinance in

thus of all ecclesiastical reasons for suppressing what seems to
have been but an occasional practice, it still remains a fact that
the English guilds in carly days were jealous, truculent in mutual
intercourse, and that this very antagonism would have made
1t impossible for a humble though powerful company to gild its

tustre of a more aristocratic rival.
[t may be stated, therefore, that while the use of the pewter
chalice in times had to do with financial
cmbrrassmient, the change of belief in the dogma of Transub-
the Edward VI, which removed
automatically the stigma from the base-metal vessel, added a
further justification of its ritualistic adoption,  Relieved of
its more profound sacramental nature, the pewter chalice took

o then an extended

lesser importance with
pre-Reformation

stantiation Mgn of

during

use in reformed districts. A number of
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these still minister o celebrant and commn U i e ¢ ladic wons bnverss baptismal bowls, ey
due more to the convention of eavhier vears o Lo the o in nnmbers aipd are 1o many districts. Perhuagps
majeire of povertv. But in none of thicsae it~ < the cup hned most mmeron<, amnd o certundy the most interests
with gold, and tor the reason adready <t con up edoan pairs and in osets of
Fhe rarest nads 7in pewter a dontesth o v relative number of
or ecclestastical This iz due not only ¢ L e ving  the Large congregations
the practice, but to the fact that at the tinw H - t ~peen<ible tor tl cups, also the P
fw'”(hh_‘_' the " <ea w7 of the London a provincial e mpuinges ot the | "‘\l“i“i}!' i i mistening comn a1
were 1 full activity, and the discovery of vl picve was on two Sandavs Vet Christmas  and I
followed by contiscation and destruction 1 voonlv come Avcording 1o the practice ot resbyvterian Churel, 1
across one specimen durning twenty alert vearstoa sl plate, . witcants sat at oo long table, covered with o wlhate
which was found in the moat of a friend’s housc in Northampion ¢l and were served with bread and wine by the Eljers
shire, Considering the nature and antiguity of s place of It is possible that @ greater nmmber of cups were  ysed
burial, it should have proved a picce of unigque importance 1t these o entional functions than under the Episcopalian
but on carcful examination the apphed surtace proved o be rule of on Sacrament  at  the y
the result of clectro-gilding—an unwelcome tion, This rai}
discovery fixed its date at (cocay 1540, and pr ure enthy Fhe Presbuterian ritnal recelis the Saxon churdd
siasm faded into the limbo of deferred hopes irlv mode e i Gloncestershire,  where e Lord's Board
of gilding consisted  in applving of - Puritan davs  stll  remans
a solution of gold and mercury to Flanked by an oak dad
the piece, and then firing it The three  stationary  benches o

result was an evaporation of the seats, surround the shallow chaned

mercury  and the adhesion of the and a balustraded altar

il completes
gold, which was afterwards burnished w sombre quadrangle. * The ]‘_(.1,; :
by diligent rubbing. The gilding of
this particular plate was badlv done:
a modern attempt, inviting sepulture

il
Board ™ was situated within the en-
clusure 'nrder Puritan intluence this

was moved about, for the purpose o

enteenth century

in the waters of a se dissociating it from the R

nch  demanded  rigid
dn Holland  the table
|
!

munton is sull movable

moat.

During  the  sixteenth  century
fand probably  before:  the Scottish
Church emploved pewter for a number

thit the bread and wine

been served to each seated commum

of its altar pie
however, survive to provide oculas

5. Few specimens,

cant in this enclosure, the slanting

proof of the fact.  Mr. Ingleby Wood ot the desks indicatne then
tells us that a yveoar evious ta the a rest for books, a ~upp
upheaval of  the ormation two praver ,
pewter candiesticks formed a part of tnder  Laudian  intluence  the

the furnishing of the high altar m
the Church of =t Giles at Edinburgh
That the base mewal s

peripatetic attar, which in some o

had  with  determmed  purpose b

wld b

vedd to ditterent parts of the chardd

been so wurcd 15 obvions asain 4
proof of the csteem mowhich it was ntatio
head at a time when the Refon the = i

was hammening at the doar of Orizinalis

And a farr dedoctiony, i decreasing

naine o

importance, woukl scent to be that, o cariv records ficat it wias probe
abiv mtroduced into the Chuorch ot
ind  during  the  first Episco

“stablishment which  rogmred

principal candlesticks in pewter wer

countenanced by abhe Church,  how

much more probx

metal for othe s 1o provide o o

had not to do w tur the saer
tration will be remember
Of post-Ket that fonts were banished from ol

land  possesses o boumtiful ~upph the Scotch churches at the Keton

This may be partlv explimed by the mation,  because  of their Roman

character and origin,  The laver and

fact that in the many changes from
Fy
cult, and e corsa, and 1o the many

the Presbyterian to the scopalig Basin were preseribed as substitutes
tor the extled reservatory

terintions of church In kEng flagons and

confiscations

plate which nu vartiutions ol POCKET COMMENTON 2ET WITH HAND-C

ritual, it was the ~ ~ i Purchased in Locland be Mr. Lewis Clappertion Fhis 1 ~
were promptly the Dasc-met ve th { 1ot "
Ones surviving ason of thewr animportac b i ™ municants, amd} thar plates were no

ating note of protest o many of these changes ol worshnp scems used as almsadishes, but were placed under the tlagon
to have been o revadution in the shs pe of the Chaln 1ot e ¢ i i i | 4
Episcopalian vessel winch st times suguested the proe Retorme- from  apill 1 1l
ation type, to the Presbytenan cup, which represented o deter- inventory of th

mined etfort to repudiate the Roman calin \ trin " I TR ~

departure 15 the evangelsed i ! « sl vier plites

imported from because of

It is obvious cramental coma

centred upon sihver church plate the pewte

Viersaeed conred for rarest of church preces belicacy of constitution  must

themselves an immunity from change or des

we fact that in the same county lists ti

tion fong wav to explain t

undoubtedly increased their number was the Act of Pariia

are  but  seven  and  twenty  specinens—against  well

of 1617 which crjoined upon all parishes, 1 and poor, to seven hundred  tlagons It 15 true that a certain numbes
provide the nccessary church plate for the proper ministration have found their way mto the hands of collectors, b
of the Sacrament. A reason for a further increase was the they would not ncrease materially the number of those suli
melting down ot the Church’'s silver vessels to provide funds in sanctuary

for the Covenanters of 1638, These pieces had to be replaced, Rarer even than cu lices are candlesticks. Wil

and the use of precious metal being, for the time, bevond the Worcestershire, Somersetshire, Bangor, possess a pait In

resources of the protesting body, a base-metal substitute was the other counties, as far

my search has led

the only alternative. survives,



