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\!Cbe QIrt of l}etuter 
Mall), technological innovations, as well as the centuries-old tradition of 
serious cJ'cdisfI/(/IIS/Jip, are respollsible for tIICS£' high-qualiry collectibles 

T ilE arti'!, ,lnt! rrafbnlCIl who prac­
litc Illl' all of nllc Pt'\I' lt']' IlIJking 

!<)l.I,IY bdollg I(l ,1 lradition Ihat I>q;,1!l 
ill It"ht 2.0()O Yt'ol\ af(ll. I'clvtt::r ha~ "I-
1\',1,', ht'l'l1 I'rilt::d 101' its Iuslrous heau­
I r wlllLlI CIl ha IKt'~ I he sill1pksl ~pOt)l1 
or lilt' 1ll()~1 lIJ1ric,IIC <'Uilplllfl'. vVlwlI 
lil1i~It\'d in a '>oft shel'll, I'nvIl'f h ,111 

Idc,tI .Illl\tit rlledillll! 101 port raring 
\!I,lIl' ,Id.li!, ulnlltlSling lextllrt::s and 
('('Ill pit's t llfCl'-dilllensitlllal COI1\:cpIS. 

Orlwf clt,'IJdel'l<ain. ;11(\1 as pt'W­

In" t'ast' Ilf working, ,1r(' \)1' prillle im­

port.ll1Cl' r(' till' Ll'afl~llliln who f1lll~1 

,;Iujll' ,llld IIlold the Ilwlal. Ami tile 
dlll',lbilit)' Ill' pcwler i\ alle~ted to by 
Ill(: man}' ~lIn'j\'illg plmes, IJl1kards 
,lilt! olhel dOrllL'Qjr utl'nsils from P,lSl 
,cIHlme' thal havL' \\'l'.llhercd rugged 
d.ldy ml' .1., wdl d ~ Ihe lest of ti111e. 

Till' Fr<lllklll1 l'vlilll beg,lll tu l'xplllfL' 
tli t' ani~[ll pus,ilrilitie\ or pcwln more 
I ilall l'lglit ve,H, ago ,lIld, in IIn(1, b­
~!H'd ih nl~1 ,~'rit', of scul ptured ngllrl'~, 
li!,' h'tlp/C 1'1' CO/{l}lia/ AlI1aica, III t hL' 
~ 1'.11 \ tll')t foilllWt'd. tltl.' .Htht~ and 
I l,d;'IlI t'fl :u Ille Illillt loclIsnlllteir 1,11-
('llb dllll ing('l1l1i l), 11I1 Ihi~ I'l'rsalik 
IIWI.II. I'rodu( Illg WIlIt' 50 ~l'fk~ of lllin­
Idlllfe flgurn, anilll.lh, ~P()OIl~, tilll­
k.HI!'. "'u lplured 'it Cf!l'\ and plates with 
tllt.'l1ll" r,lllging from Ille historil'al 
III Ihe pur<-'Iy artl~lic. 

A:, wnll lIloq Franklill ,\lillt ere-
• 1Iiolh . .l pL'Wler \CldpIUfe begins with 
,111 .1I1hl .111.1 an idea. BelOlL' IH('paring 
\kl'l\ ht' '>. Ihe ,misl d('lves into rest',llch 
flldlt'fi,ll, rd.lIt'd \(l tIll' subjt'n ma(ler: 
I1 it l'i .l lti ... t(1firal \'vt'I1I, piclures and 
dIll 1I1lll'II r ,11 1011 help recall detJib of a 
hygonl' na. If it b illl anImal. real-lilt: 
ol'\,'r\'"tiOl1 lldI" fuel the imagill<ltioll. 

H\l\\l'q:r, the ,lrlist .1iso mu~t know 
lile pr()Jlertil'~ 111' the medium, or the 
filll' ~1 I,ku Illay l10t ht, realized, To \1;1-

dcr.,talld how tIll' inilial clay model will 
be lI"II~I\llllll'd trllO pewtn, Ihe artist 

I'f1',,'OI, ~kl'ICh1'~ i1J1d ideas for the 
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Ihf(:e-dil1"'ll~i()ndl piC'c(' (0 Illl' tcdlni­
cdl eXPert, rcsponsibk for handlin!! tilL' 
Illinl'~ pewler <;CU lplll lTS, 

The nall\I1ll'1l wllolll,lkc lite pewler 
lllolds ~l\ld)' the sketch to ,cL' how lhl' 

pi('Cl' 1 Jl ight he (.lSI. propo\illg sol UI iom 
to Sali\fy"l>oth tcl'illlic,ll and .1rtbtic rl'­
quin'Il11'lm. SlllCl' only the simpil'st 
Jll'Wlcr <;(ulpll1ll's call h('l'<lsl ill.l ~ingk 

IIlOld, I hey als(l dcridc how Ill<: piece 
will bl' lilkell ap'lI'( fllr protillltion . 
SOIllt'lill1c, tlte artht will lIlodify his 
sketch JS ,1 result of these tiisclI'>sion;, 
l'IH just JS ortt.'n tltl' resl'an:h .lnd dc­
velopml'nt groUJl lakes up tile chal­
lenge or finding .1 IlCW way 10 product' 
the pi('ce, 

Bad: at the drawing t,lhft'. the sculp­
tor shapes an .1rlllature, a wire skek­
((111 aroulld which the concept will be 
Ikshed out in day or a S}'1llI ll'lic ~cull'l­
ing llIilrerial. Turning the piece contin­
thllly. scanning tlte proportions with a 
crilic,t1 eye, th~' SClliptOI works a rough 

~ltilpe dnt! I hell begim to (1lIllcot rate 
on (IK' lillt' (klai!. Tool> .lIt' a pcr~()Il.J1 
choice Jlld CJn rallge Inlll1 till' CIlII­

ITlltioll,ll Ill, perhaps, a delltal ill'it!'u · 
1I1t'111. Wherc,.l\ Olll' artist IIldY Jrltkn' 
lite 11'.'(ttlI'L' 01 Ihlif ~lri1lld by )lr.llld, 
Jnnlill'" IHight prdn tklil"lI\' \trokc<, 
wit IJ d IVi re brush. 

Tltl' cOlllpktl'd day ~( ulptllll' b thCll 
~nlllini71'd for authenticilY 01 detail 
and liddily to till' t1riginal dcsi~ll. Once 
applO\'ctl. il i ... tilc uitelion ag<lins{ 
which lltc ~IICll'\S of illl subsequefll 
stcp, i\ judged, 

The nexr pri(1rilY i~ 10 11I,1kl' .1 I1I111l' 

dur.1ble \'~'rsioll 01 tlw frilgile Illlldd . ;\ 
rubbcl mold b prepared Ip!, llldkillg a 
rcplicil ill epoxy, a quitk- ~t'([i l1g rl'~il1 

111.:11 call be worked with !>nllplillg 
tnub. Folluwillg i!lIidl:IiIH'~ est ,lblishnl 
in IlIe original tlllTting with the 11'chlli­
riall';, rll(' anhl ClIt, titc SCUlPlllll' illll).1 
llulIlk'r III pJrb and "keys" tlte joillh 
,0 (hey will fit hark together again ill 
0(11)' Ollt' Wily. The scparatiom arc 
'lratcgic.llly cil(l,cl1: Conccaled ill th~' 

seall1 01 a jilcket or lilt' wheel of il (M, 

tile), ,~ r(' invi.,iblc ill (he finished piecl' . 
The sntiprol C(llllJlMC~ lIlt' ept\:\y 
nhldd again\t {itl' llliginal to ils\urC 
th,,1 no lkr.lil Of conlour hJ~ been 10sI 
pr dl~101 (cd. 

I\t rhh Jloint Ihe ani.,t entrusts hi., 
J1lodt'i (0 tile pl'wter-Illi.lklllg L':\pen\. 1\ 

complex sculplure goes fir.,tlO le~~'.l['c h 
<1nd dC\' l'IIlPfllt'1l1. where trial rllold~ 

,Ht' prepared dlld ()bstack~ 111,11 IIliglll 

interfere wilh production ilre idell ­
tilk-d. Large tahkaux fIIJY Iw brokell 

dOWJ1 in to Jl10re lhall 30 l'leJl)l'llt \. 
which ill tU11l require the 11Icpar(J[ion 
01 ntOf(' thall 30 sep<lrall' Illllk", The 
picll'S must fit back together a!!ilill wilh 
ahsolule pr('cisioll, Engincers and tech­
nicians huddled o\'t'r lalgl' work 1,.lblcs 
strewll with rubber molds, epoxy pal­
lcrn~ alld uoxe~ of assorled pewter 
piect's tacklc tilt? probkm: An animal 



cl,tw tCJrs the fllold, a lllini,llllle rifle 
breaks when rt'!ea~('d froill 111\' ll1old, 
i111 automobile kl1dcr dt)('s nut 'llign 
properly, 

OnCi: 11ll',C dilfkultks haw been fe­
solved , lhl' ~(lIlplllr(' i~ brollght tu thL' 

f1IdSIl'I-tlwld 1l1,lkl'r>, "[il prepare tlie 
I1l<1Sler lIloliL lltl' (T,1fl~nhHl carves d 
,h.1llnw impn:-;sioll of lhl' piece inlO a 
large. ';oft, black rnbbcr di~c. Tht' epoxy 
111(1<1<'1 i~ rilll:d inlo Ihl' (.WilY. cm'crl'd 
\\'11 Ii d )('(01)(1 rul>llcI disc Ilwn placcd 
ill lilt' vuil..1ni/CL Ivhnl' Ill"ll and ill" 
tCIlSC prt";sure sqllCCI.l' lIlt, l'ubl)Cf 
,U(lllIllI it. The rubber mohl elllcrge, 
h,lnf a, ,111 aUlolllObiil' lir~' wilh il per­
kCI impl('S\ioll of I he ('puxy imide. 

Thc' pewtl'l' offspring IIf Ihe iIlJqer 
lllole! Jrl' IOllchcd lip [Ii' engravns \\'11(1 

(<1[elull1' l '0fl1lh11't.' llwfll to the .lni,t\ 
ori1'ill.1l work, U,ill1' " jll}lvcrlul 1l101g­
nifyillg gl.1',s, t 1](' cllgr;l\'cr pinpoinl\ 
any Ilaw\ tJl' dl'l,.1 ils Ith[ in I hl' Ilwlding 
proCI"~, OIlCl' i 1](' 1l('\V!t' r picc,' !)let'ls 
thl' l'Il1'r'1'.'('r\ ~lalldMtb, it j~ rt'turncd 
tt! tile 11101(\ lll,lkt'r 'or PI('l',ll,llioll o( 
llie prm1tll'liol1 Il\()lrl. 

III llw pcwtn prtldllt ' litm .1I'c.) , Ilw 
lllany in ll'1' rl'ial<'d 1,1Sb nCl' l,.,~ary 10 

product' thl' sc'lilplurv tHt' pt'r1(!l'Illnl in 
,m allllUSpilcl(' III bu'ii' (OIHTlllraUO!\, 

:--hill)' fll'W! ('1 illg')l', ,Hl' ~t"d,('d ill 1It'''1 
toWS. Crucible, of sillflllllering IWI liq' 
uid Iwwlt'r an' m,HIt' rc ,ld)" An (ljWf;l­
[or gracefully I.ldll'" i1 "ilvcry ,lrcalll (1/ 
IIl'W !l'r into ,1 lIHlld , i\llOlhcr }l('l1lly 

I \\'iSb " ll10ld ID r\'l("lS(' a ~fI!,llJ spoon , 

Ihing grl'.lI earl' 10 avoid ddlllJgl' to tilt' 
l>t.'wl('I' a'i wdl as till' rullber lIlultl, 
whilll h IIsed over and OIl', agaiJl. 
Skiti!ui 11.1mb trim and poli,h lite 
finhiled pkccs, 1I'Il)(I\'illg lli(lld pari ill!! 
lint',. ,,'<11ll'. ilml 'lIl)' lltltn n)lIgl! ill'I:as, 
The '>clliptltrl' is then ITd',l'lllbll'li with 
~l!ldl'r. il pain'iwking proccd llfC dOlle 
by hand. 

Tll011gh tht, '>l'lliptlll'l' is l.'ss('Illi.llly 
t 'O ll1pklC <11 Ihh ,I age , it !lit!> I ,rill UI1" 

lingo ,1 IlW!lblilgl' hillld.fi nbhillg pro· 
Cl''>'" The jll'wl<:r i, cll'al1(.~d, !lpli<,!Jcd 
and diJlfWd in a spelial bJlh In .. n:der­
atl' [he' l'IaIU["ll d ,Hk cn illg of 11ll' IIl L'ta l. 
Kt'xl. [rail1l'd pulisher\ ply ,1 burring 
whl'e1 ill the h<1rd"to-n'al h 'jldce, 01 
an illtric,ltc lal>kau or o\'{'r llll' liny 
fl'.1111rt' " 01 a millialUll' figure, !ldtly 
Ill! nin g lLI' 'i('lllplUrC ,.lS Ihey \\'ork, 
I ht'Y 11Ii;hl igln faces , ,moot h \u rfacl''' 
and selected duail. The finhlwd st'ulp ' 
lures arc p.l$scd 10 in<,pcctpl'S \\'ho ex· 
amine each Ollc', IllJkillg ~tlrl' filii! lile 
picce h a l.1ithful reproduction of Ill\' 

ilrt ist's origina I I1lmlcL ;\ Ild Ii 11,111 y. a 
ekM prol<:cli\'e l'lhlting is jpraYl'd 0\,('1' 
till' sculpture 10 preserve llie )(JII glm\' 
ilnd sllbtle Sh;lllillg~ 01 tile tillish, 

Although lHet hod" \.11 working with 
jll' lVlc'r have' bel'1l rl'illwd alld illl' 
plm'l'd wilh tilt' IH:II' of jllTSCIH-day 

!n:hnolugy. llll'~(' an bb <1 nl! (ra fl ,I11Cll 

still 111<:J'.tIH' till' r("lIlt ~ or thdl work 
,lg,lin,t the CL'nllln('~-(!ld ~tt1ndanh 01 

SCJit' and prllportinr1, t (lltlr alld li lli<.lt 
that gi\'t' line Ilt 'WIl'!' ih di,lillClill' ap­
Iwar,wet' and appeal. ~ 

CII'I.J F, H,'SICI'I!I<7I1 , a wrilt'l' all,i rc· 

St'i!Ti'II..,- jrc/II \\'ilmill}jf l' lI , Vd, (1!1etis 

mllsic /I('XI'S, 

N!'arly ((IlI/plc!t', rltC.fC Ji.9uril1::s undago a I/II/Ir;slai/t' IUllld-finislting rnl((SS dllrill!1 which 
riit'.\' alt' Irimm,'d pI exa;,; m'Ii!I, ciralled, po!islt,'d ,md bl/fft'd i<' pcw(cr's disli.'IC/ palillt!. 


