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HE story of American pewter- naking is sall so tar from com-

plete that nothing more 18 known of manvy

than the names of the towns where they worked: and, 10 some

instances, even those locations have been wrongiy
Ihe three men whose histories we here bring to light are Allen Porter,
Freeman Poreer, and Rufus Dunham. Information concerning them
comes, for the most part, from Frederick Dunham, one of the sons in
the ohi-time firm of Rufus Dunham & Sons, of Portland, Mane, My
Pyunham has further given us a pix'*m‘:r\‘cgt.e taie of a grougs o prwrerers,
tinsmiths, brush and combomakers, and tin peddiers — not in South
ington, Connecticut, or in \\r'xrlmmi\' Connecticur, where the Porters
are m}‘tpn:c«:u to have u\l’ti\uf bat in Wesrbrook, Muaine, now a pare
of the ¢ty of Portland.

Because the story of Allen Porter and his brother Freeman an
thar of Rufus Dunham, it is important to relate first the few facts we
have been able to obtain about this earlies pair. Tois thought that Allen
Porter came from Connectiont ro SWestbrook, Maine, a township abour
rhree mitles wese of Porthamd, ingorpor ared i 18130 Ae thar tme the
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b the ea ""’:ﬂ;:"/ih‘ .5:’/:."1’{1,‘ ‘f;"«‘l}! tie M s tde colleclions
Frecman Porter first appears as his brother's
“Mx}w\up: ¢ oat Westbrook iy 1832 or 183 L From
an article on Westhrook by i.wmmi B. Umpmnn
the Deering News of July 25-28, 1geo, we learn
that this vounger man was }mm in Colebrook,
\m Hampshire, Julv 1, thrugh beeause
i tiu Hmk of carhy nu.'xix i Colebrook the date

cannot be verficd, Freeman was only twenty-four
or twenty-five vears oid when his conpection with
the pewtering hux’im\ss began, Twao vears fater

Murch 16, 1832 ;H:‘rnmx‘inp herween the
hrothers announced, and in the Fasters
Argres of Portland on .\;»s‘ii 20, 1833, appeared
the following notice (Fig. 771

“ Allen Porter has ﬁs.sm;mtcd himselt with his
hrother Freeman Porter, under the firm of A
& 1. Porter, for transacting Mercantile and
Muanufacturing Business, at his oid stand on
Stevens' Plains, Me”

On July 1, 1835, Freeman Porter married Mary
Ann (Buckley) Partridge. The couple began

© housckeeping in a2

dwelling on Stevens
Avenue, where they
remained until ther
s still standing.
aripe old age, dving
Allen Porter and
ship with the firm
known. In the latc
thirties he was in Hartford, where he
met and talked with a certain Bhzur Bl
Forbes, whom he persuaded o go o West brook as a foreman in Freeman
Porcer’s fuctory, The \“mLhtrr of Mr. Farbes believes thar Allen neve
thereafter returned to Westbrook. According to Mr. Dunham, he s(mi
out to his brother, and probably returned ro Connecticut. Freeman
Poreer continued the business until the Civil War, During his later vears
fo suffered il health, a circumstance that may account for his abandon-
rent of g‘u_’%‘i'zf—ﬂ};13;§11g5. [y %68 he was a town selectman.
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The account of Rufus i)un} vam begins with his birth in Saco, Muine
Mav o, 1812 He was of the ninth generation in descent from john
Dunham, who came to Plymouth
in 1630, At the age of nine, com.
pelled o carn his own way, he
wcnt to live with a farmer, whe
beat and otherwise ilitreated him.
One day, in a drunken frenzy, the
man gave the boy an uxm»\..itﬂy
hard flogging with a harness strap:
whereupon the lad ran away to
Portland. There he found a fob in
the United States Hotel as handy
boy about the billiard reont and
bar. Young Dunham had something
fine aboutghis makeup. The at
mosphere of drinking « e gambling
that  surrounded inm made ne
unforrunate impression on his char
acter. He was  alwavs 1
((!X'\\'llf'd to ht’t‘t‘:‘r CU'C\HH\{ ANCES.
Mennwhile he atrended night
school and in that way munaged
to obtain a rudimentary education

looking
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sncerning his father, Frederick Dunham says: " One Sunday with & companion he
ted in the country to Stevens Plains, W estbrook, three miles from i’mtl.md. At that
the place was very much alive, since it was the headquarters for one hundred or more
lfers whose markets were in northern New England, Canada, and along the coast of
1e, New Brunswick, and Nova Scotia. The windows of the different factories where
made high-back horn combs, brooms, tinware, decorated japan ware, brushes, and
‘or ware so fascinared him that, in the following week, he asked for time off so that
deht see the works in opuamm.
i this second visit he bound himself as an apprentice for three vears to Men Porter.
wages were to be two suits of clothes per annum, his board, and fifey dollars in cash.
was in 1831, At the end of two vears, he broke his contract on the ground that he
not received the pay due him for over tzm x\mk
»ston was his next goal. Since there were no ratiroads or steamboats, he made his wa
ailing packer, Once in the city, he sccured work in Dorchester with the pewrerer Ros.
Gleason. Here, and in Pcmghb cepsie, he spent the time between 1833 and 18370 By
latter vear he wag making plans for a
tess of his own, and the attraction of
throok drew him once more. He had saved
r hundred dollars and had secured molds
tools in Poughkeepsic, In 1837 he opened
op in Stevens Plaing with his hmthc John
elper. The follow ing vear he exhibited his
s ar the Mechanics' Fair in Portland, and
ved a silver medal tor the best specimen
fock 1in ware, A% pOWLer was sonetimes
«f ar thar dme. The Portland Toawusorips
eptember 2 thas briey mentioned hinv
Dunham of Westbrook presented some
ant Britannia
e
r power he at
usea a foot
2, Later, as busi-
warranted, a
e, walking m a
e, replaced the
power. Stifllater
ham mstalied a
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t. Mark reproduced at the lefr
Height: G inches

Ascripen o ¥, Porver {after

i}’h uni ifnm;, :hzs pewter whale-oil Lxmz* is the
i
. Porter specimen,

his men vear-round work. As he usually paid cash
wages, the best workmen were attracted to s shop,
He sfmyvim'ui from twentyeive to thirry helpers,
stem engine. It s many of whom worked for him during their whole hives.

that he had the ' distinétion of being Dunham continued his business in Stevens Plains until 1x61, when
sccond man in Maine to use steam for motive power, his buildings were burned and he leased new quarters in Portland. In
He sold his first product to Eben Steel, a erockery dealer in Port- 1876 his sons Joseph S and Frederick were tuken into the firm, which
, and he was very much elared to find th he could seff as well as remained as Rufus Dunham & Sons untl 1882, when it was dissolved.
¢ his wares. The winters were long and the highways impassable, My Dunham was twice married: first, to Fmeline Stevens of West.
for the road to Montreal via Crawford Notch, | v ndonville, Derl by brook, by whom he had two children; second, ta Fmma B, Sargent of
,Jm Coaticook, Quebee, which was keptopen by a long line of four- Portland, who became the mother of ning little Dunhams, His home
six-horse vans rmmpnrt}mzmx-'htimm Canad ltn Portland, forre- was on Stevens Avenue, almost directly opposite that of Freeman

ment by water to Boston. Consequently, the peddlers could do no  Porrer. After the second Mrs. Dunham’s death, the house was pur-
ness, and most of the Westhrook shops xlmt down for want of trade.  chased by the Bishop of Portland, and is now used as the rectory of
Rutus Dunham, however, filled Saint Joseph's  Church. Rufus
sgan with his gouds and went Dunham was alwavs a highly re-
h to barter pewter wares for spected citizen in his connnunity,
, hides, sheep pedts, varns, and one who was accustomed 1o
Kings, mittens, oxtails, hogs' extend lavish hospitality to his

tles, and cattle horns, The hides
pedts e forwarded to Portland
welcome cargo for the team-
5 to sprewd over ther winter
s while on their way to the
O arrival these artieles were
te Jocal tanners and wool
BES; {ht: bristies and axtuails o
gemitkers, the horns o comb
ers. The furs, varns, stockings,
nyittens were taken to Boston
turned 1nto cash among various
chants of the Hab.
By thus opening o winter
ket, Dunham was o givy

frivnds and to notables who passed
through the town. Tt 1s said tinr,
on one occasion, he enrertained
thirtvotwo persons in his home
overnight. For many vears he was
A trustee <>f Westbrook Seminary.
The Al Souls Universalist Church
of Portl
and o his wife,

amd 18 2 memaorial to him

Ntevens Plaiu:

The statensent that one hundred
ar more i peddlers were congre-
ared in Stevens Plains suggests
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ormous activier, What with the shops turning out the useful and

corative articles that filled the peddlers’ carts, the arrival and de-
in exchange,

srure of the vans, and the sorting of the goods raken

the of o varted angd

Crinwire wis

The decoran
et an isiustry,

wst entirely

[his work was done

by women.  Travs,

ypats, marchboxes all the muam
tents japanned and painted inogay
~came  forth from the

ops of Westbrook, The fin box il
strated in Fgure ¥ was purchased
s Mes O HL Porey, granddaughter
Zachariah B, Stevens, u tinsmith,
it omany o car :

1o Tt 1

b

>, when it was pulled down
\ cart was de-
rovedd, Thus vanished the lust ves-
res of the once-flourishing industries

che Plains,

A note i the Deering News men Fie. &
ms Thomas  Brisco  as  another e

Mude in the shop of Zachs

red and green

" He

of his own

fipware,
the driver
rsr i cart, His goods consisted of japanned tin ware, japanned il
namented by his wife, ¢ : g. U ndoubr
iv, he was the first tin ware manufacturer and peddler of the Pluins.”
efus Dunham bought o share of Brisco’s property.
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fed later by five orphancd niect

Walter B. Goodrich and his son Walter . Goadrich are named as
semirhs by Miss LA Forbes. The term is apphed indiscriminately to
akers of pewter, britannia ware, amd un. bt would be interesting to

Jow whether any real pewter, other than the praducts of the Porters
o Rutus Dunham, came from Stevens Plains, Further rescarch might
veal the names of additional makers. At least one clockmaker

qoch Burnham —- belonged to the community,

Hoares "f!“ e Purters

M. Kerfoor brietly dismisses Allen Porter, sayving chae the only speci-
en of this pewterer’s work that he has seen is a lamp belonging to
wais G, Mvers of New York. This is presumably one of the two shown
Mr, Myers American Pewterers, opposite page 4. No
imment  concerning  then
wurs in the rext. [towill
e nhserved that these
mps have far wicks, such
v owere used for lard oill
fir« Forbes states thuat her
ther — the Flzur B Forbes
ha came to work for Free-
an Porter o othe fate thir-

the nventor of
fis tvpe of burner, with its
eele toothed barrel wheel for

rning up the wick,
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ntinued 1o use lis hrother's

he

sude the  same

Morchauts

deserip.

any

o of Ware,

{ze first
quality, on the most liberad torna

Al kinds of Braausia Ware
w3 tu baifle detoetion

smended 0

]
joids when took  over

1w business.

My, Kerfoor mentions
mps, candlesticks,  wager

trchers, and coffee pots by
reeman Porter, who 7 shares

Tis Bax rroyv WESTBROOK )

wh B

PUTS, WATER POTS,

with R, Dunham and William McQuilkin the task
collectars supplied with open-topped pitche
least a third of the number now 1o existence
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of keeping American
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TP arcs of Rufus Dunbamn

i oa letrer from Frederck Dunham
to Vs, Samuel G Babeaock, pul»lix‘hvd
in the Buoston Eventur Transeript,
Sarunday, March 1y, same
interesting sudelights are thrown omn

-
tGLT,

nineteenth-century methods of pew.
reramaking. Speaking af his father,
Mr. Dunham says:

“He bought his first metal of James
Filerson  of tin,  copper,
antimony, and higmrath, The mixture
when melted was cast in molds — the
body of the pot, cover and botrtom,
spout and handle. After being turned,
using a hand lathe, the parts were sol-
dered together, the handles japanned,
and they were ready tor market. S0 far as 1 know, all pewter was cast
in molds. With the advent of rolled metal, the word pewter was
dropped, and Britannia was the new name adopted.

“I'n the 1860"s there was a revolution in the pewter business. Teapots
and what is called *hollow ' ware were made from rolled metal and spun
on lathes into shape and called “white metal.” For the more particular
The unplated goods were

Hoston

Stevens. Brighe yellow, with

rrade such articles were electro-silver-plared.
known as Britanma ware. [The beginning of rolled britannia ware ante-
dares 1860, however. The first sheet of such metal was produced with «t
pair of jeweler's hand Jdis in Taunton, Massachusetts, as early as 1824.1
“About 18=0 there was a demand for copper bottom teapots, as
. . . they were maore serviceable than those made entirely of pewter.
These wares were usually stamped R, Dunbam & Sons, Portland, Me.”
Rufus Dunham manufactured Communion ware, coffee and  tex
urns, rolled and cast meral cotfee and teapots, ale and water pitchers,
ale mugs, buth plain and with glass bottoms, soup tureens, soup fadles,
teaspoons, tablespoons, castor trames, salts, peppers, and mustard cups,
whale-oil and fduid lamps, candlesticks, and other small articles.

.RUFUS DUNHAM & Co.,

Manufasiurere of Wholanle Frealers in

: Brittaninand lated Ware,

) Wo. 218 Fore Mtreet.

favs constantly o hand & large sesortment of all srd-.
feles o thele fife of dusimews, xmeng whith may ba
found the Gllowing: Cestar Frames, Rudled Metal Cof
oo Pots, Rotied Motat Toa Pota, Cast Metal Tes Puts, it
Sreve Coltes Pots, Brove Tea Pats, Coffes Bleenera, Tea
Srecpers, Hall's Patent Ale Pitchers (Brit), dltte {tn),
. Water Ditchere, Soup Tureens, Soup Ladien Bhip

. = Lawpe, alisizan, Disk Lamps, Stand Lamps, Haod Plaid
Laraps, Tan Flas Laeps, Reduseas Tatupe (Brit), Pish Candlesticks, Stan Jlesticka, Ale
Sygs, Boghels Ao Mnge, clans tattome, Liguer Foppers, Lignor Sixors, Table Spochs (Reit),
T Spoamn (it 5 Flabd Tabes, Mastard Tope, Pepper Tups, Bitter Caps, Byrup Caps, Plated
Lastete, varns paticrns, .

Copartnership Notice.

LLEN PORTER kar nesociated himsell with
hia brother FRAEEMan PoRTER,under the firm of

A. & F. PORTER,

for transacting Meicantile and Manufactoring Businesa,
at his old stand on Stevens’ luins, Me. !
Blarch 16, 1830,
| 2
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