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Marked American Pewter

By Caarees Lo\Woopsipe

T seems almost incredible that anv of our American Upham. Bath he an o his by x.g were restdents of the town at

pewterers -—-t:s'pc:iai'i\" those of the ninereenth cen-  that time. Itis quite prohable thar T hn mas Smich followed

tury, whose work may be known to all fovers of the  thetradeot fhis father, as was commonls *h\ custam in those
metal and whose names are !miu essed upon thousands of  davs: and it is interesting 1o note the 12 he, I oturn, was fol-
specimens of their handiceaft — should, in the passage of lowed by ason, Themas Jr., who fived in Chelsea, Massa-
time, drift into such obscuriey as Chuseres, and whomade britanma
to render many things about and in Boston ¢
them uncertain or unknown. Yet
such is the case: and Mr Ker
foot, in his admirable book
American Pewter has cited many
mstances of the kind.

That which follows trears of
two pewterers whose history has
hi Th*“"’n been either unknown or
forgotren. One of them is Sr-"th
& ((mp‘* v:the other Bailey
Putnam.

Both concerns were engaged
the muanufacture (sf pewrter dmu
%Yig fhf.‘ ixzfu ﬂ T xx&' of {]EL nine-
teenth century, and nearly all of
their members lived in the ime
mediate “Cf‘fi borhood of my  Fi
own home in Malden, Massachu-
setts. T hc}* were industrious men,

mas Smith, Sr., Bvad on
cot south of Madison
i a house, still
reof the town
; ilev's Hill. He
was a r;w!v*%xt:' of the firm during
most of its many changes, and re-
s heis

4

i 4 s &
castern Ratlroad station, and i

ga-2 he was in the employ of his

1, Jr., as a bri-
w larter’s shop
Chelsea, He
on November 2,

s of viohtye-

<o, Phomas Sn

ranniworker

i \{;

G

lived honorable lives, made v Hye vears and four months,
good pewter, y'u\yuw ;m\i ) . David B, Morey, the other

ier of the irm, was bornm

eventually passed on,

aving SMITH & COMPANY, foun

many evidences of their in : n N 1, Mav &, 1827, He mar-
& . . 4o s . ¢
regrity and abiliny. BLOCK TIN {7 i rivd \iﬂzm‘;‘si atlev, adaught erof

Timothy and E'an,,,v Sweerse:

Buailev of Malden, May g, 1842,
The couple livedina house still
pivd bvtheirdescendantson
ide Avenue (formerly High
vereer on Batley's Bl
\I;. . u:‘ux was o meniber of
: arly the entive
in 1831 asSmith

* 2
@W N
% 505
Sarrs & Contpaxy: Preveces BRIT. !‘

& 4 ¥ '*“"'"?.u-l

tnasls fheeton A Tass

SORS AND SUCCESSORS

This firm, which has been
ascribed both to Connecticur
and to Philad lphm' was lo- g,
cared in B&)&.wzﬁ. Ihe name here
given is one of several of a
partnership th at was founded in 1841 by Thomas Smith  periodof its existe

and David B. Morey under the firm name of Smith & X Marey, unul Em *"wza iness in 1832,
Morev. These men began business in a shop at 3 Marker  He died in Malden, \1 weh 37, _The firm of Morev &
Street, corner of Merrimack Streetin Boston, Smich veased ssy::;’;!,i‘!‘:g I IRRG,

S he o other members of the fem dar

iy irs penTer ju criod, very lictle is known —

other than :,imr Heary White lived 1 bast
‘ ot Reuben HL Ober lived ar

t, Boston, and lat

¢ Nereet, near the she

The chronolugy of the firm, x‘ouc.t;;cf‘ with

as manufacturers of block rin and pewter
ware. Both men resided in Malden, and there
is evidence to support the suggestion that
for several years prior to the opening of the
shop n Boston they were at vmt" in their
home town. This evidence, however, is not
conclusive, and itis mentioned here as a sub-
ject for further inv e\nmtatm vhe various changes of firm name and pere

Thomas Smith was is.n n in England in July, 17g1, the L
son of Thomas and (33 Smith. It is not known when he
came to Malden; but the records show thar he was hivi ing
there in 1834, on [um -,; of which vear he married Sarah

*1. B. Kerfoot, fmerican Pevier, Boston and New Yeork, 1924, po 1

er im;:xu%mi

b Wi, 2t
Smith.
was,
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18 pi-25.22 Smith & Marey
Thomas Smith,
David B. Morey)

s -8 Thomas Smith &
Compam
Thomas Snmth,
DooB. Moreyv,
M. Whire

1872848 Smith & Compan
Thomas Smit
H. Whire, DL I
Morey)

¥
)
2
]

780025570 Smith, Ober & Col
Thomas Smith,
R.oH.Ober
.\‘H%'C}W

B

57856 Morev, Ober & Co,
D, B. Morey,
Thomas Smich)

i
o
s
43

R. H. Ober,

1851864 Norey & Smith

I B
(D, B. Marey, Thomas Smith)

In 1862 the manafacture of pewter appar-
ently ceased — the demand for it having
greatlv diminished. The sale of glassware, in

which the firm had also been engaged for
many vears, now became, with the ¢
britannia, its principal interest. So the con-
cern continued — with some further changes

ale ()f.

vy

in the personnel but not in
Arm name — until 1886, when
it \a'cm out of hismus

In the be

inni ing, m 3*«‘41‘
Smith & ,\lmm were located
at 1 Marker Strect, where

they 1':;(1}:1:115{! untl 1847, Iy
that vear thev moved to 2
and 3 Haverhill Street, Oppo-
sire the old Boston & Maine
Railroad depot, which stood
for so many vears in Hay.
market Square. A picture of
the building, a pornon of
which thev occupied, is shown
in Figure 1, marked H:zm‘z’zi!i
&t and ]’I’w‘u”{;’/ ket Sg. In 18
they moved again, into rhc
adjoining building, < and 7
Haverhill Street, marked i
the picture i[ﬂ;‘f/fl‘ Sawing;
and LL{Q‘ in 188, they m(m,d
once maore, thxs time further
down on Haverhill Street to
number 49, where they re-
mained untl the end.

The first advertisement of
the zirm thie I have been able to find is that
of Smith & Company in the Boston Diree-
ih;« was followed in 1848 by
announcement shown in

tury of i\;
the lustrated

Surrg & Company

£ Lavre By {eagr-

t ot

¢ exclusive of burners (ot o righty 3127, 20405

o, PEIRR T | T
PC QR XSG,

L tbelsey — Lases By ],mu \Tn\m
a. Ssirvi & Mosgy (28
& ,-.\fi)u\ & Ober ¢
Mo & K‘I“"i

Frum atshur's ¢

155 ﬁ,vzw;‘ij
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the same. This
the same form,

Figure 2. The reading matrer in both is
advertisement was continued in exactly

except for the change in the firm name “and the names of

its members, until 1883, when the removal to 4o Haverhill

Street took pl;n:e and the business shifred to the sale of

glassware and britannia.

The pewter turned out by this firm, under all of its
various names, was of excellent ¢ juality and workmanship,
and the designs were “I\x avs in good taste. Cotfee pots,
teapots, sugar bowls, creamers,
lamps and candlesticks were
made. These articles are to be
found marked sometimes with
one firm namc\:;nmetimesxx“;:h
another. | have ver to find
however, a full line of pewter
ware bearing the name of any
one of the successive concerns.
The ourput must have been
considerable  and  well  dis-
tributed; for, although speci-
mens mc Imnm:nw rare, they
are to be found nu‘mnzmifx‘
somerimes  in ery remaote
places. immxdu them wort thy
of a place on the shelf of anv
collector of American pewter,

Fach of the successive firms
used 1ts own  touch-mark,
changing the form in accord-
ance with irs own taste or
fancv. Figure 3 shows the
mark of Smith & Morev as
used i 1341 when the busi
ness was founded.

I do not know how many
molds were used by the con- .
cern, but 1t would appear
that the numbering of the
molds remained unchanged
throughout. The highest mold number thar |
can recall having seen is 77. This is the num-
ber of the teapot shown in Figure 4, made by
Morey & Smith.

In [ igure 3 are shown lamps by Smith & Com-
pany {(787-28,25). The second one from the
left is very rare. Three other lamps are shown
in Figure 6, the one at the left by Smith &
Morey (#827-1822), the middle one by Morey N Ober
(r8352-1857); and that at the right by Morev & Smith
(18571864,

Barvey & Porxas axp Pursax

The firm of Bailev & Putnam and later, after the parr
nership between the two men had been dissolved, Putnam,
was located in Malden, Massachusetts, and was engaged
in the manufacture of tin ware and pewter during the
secand qt.mr:cr of the 1830's, The firm was first composed
of Timotl 1" Bailey and James Hervey Putnam. }‘Lu'h con-
tinued in business independently after the dissolution of
the partnership.

- Marg

P‘ arney & Pursav

Timothy Bailey was born in Westmordland, \'cw Hamp-
shire, Scptcmhca: 22, 1783 — the eleventh of a family of
twelve children. His farher was a farmer, and, ke most
farmers’ i)u}‘& of his dayv, Timothy worked during the
summer and received such elementary education as he
could secure in the lirtle red schaolhouse during the winter

As his father was in somewhat poor crcumsrances,
Timothy, ar the ave of nine, went to Hve with an uncle

Tewksbury, Massachusetts. Tt was intended that he

) shemi(é fearn the trade of this
uncle, a shoemaker, and thar
he should eventually succeed
to the business. But nothing
came of the plan. After re-
maining for nine vears with

’l“ﬁmnmx‘ rejoined
in the mean-
Andover,

the uncle,
his farher, who, ¢
o, had moved o
Massachuseres,

In the spring of 1303, be-
ing then twenty vears of age
and having sceured his time
by the pavment of forey dol-
Jars t his father, Timothy
went to work on the farm of
D, Adams ar Lynasield. Dur-
mg the summer
while mowing i the havheld,
he sutfered a severe sunstroke,
which rendered him incapable
of manual labor, and from
which he did not fully recover
for several vears.

As t';iz‘:ﬂhzz-w Wis now our of
the \‘;uur:m the voung man
sought P receptor Newman ot
Philh ips Acwdemy at Andover,
who advised him to take a
course ar the Academy by
way of fitting himself to teac h
some ot the back towns.
That Timothy
ceeded very well mayv be inferred from the fact
thar, at the end of three months, the precepror
gave him so fine a recommendation that he se-
cured a position in the school ar Dracur, where
he taught during the following winrer

I“zs\“\) T"

d Hu‘l\“t 3y schond

<U\\u SHU-

OF

But the pay was small — fourteen dollars a
month — the season short and the rotal mcome insuth-
him, What to do! Should he aveepr the orfer
South Reading

cient to keep
of Burrage Yale, the din ware maker of
Wakefieldy and become a peddle i
appeal to him: ror, realizing that peddlers did not } ~
verv good name abroad, he ght he should not
business. To this Deacon Eaton xxp“oi that it made no
ditference whether a man peddled tin from house to h“ti\u.
or whether he was a clerk and stood behind the counte
and sold goods to those who came in to buv = it was tht‘
man's character that counte d. And so it came about that

THOW

rhaoug

Timothy Baileventeredinto thebummzss which he was tofol-

low with remarkable success during the remainder ot his Iife.
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Bailev worked’
eight vears for
Y a!n, and 1t 15 inter-
esting to note here
what he savs about
it. It answers the
oft asked question
as to how wares
found theirwavinto
such remote places.
He savs: ] went
from rown to rown
and from srate o
state peddling
wares until 1 sold
my  load; then |
went home for an
other load. | had ro
drive a two-wheel
horse cart with a
box made fast on
the shafvs and axle-
tree to hold  the
wares, he harness for the
horse ro draw it with was &
saddle. leather §s"\.’;§\q‘*§:i!c
(U‘&c; ‘(u\’ f‘i:l~ and a \‘\‘mx';;.r:f‘:
\\‘E};;fﬁi.;,aca, and a bridl
out reins. I had o walk beside
the horse all dav, hor or cald,
and put up at night with pei
vare families as I could find
them. | drove the same cart
and harness for Mr, Yale for
eight vears In succession with
the c.‘{x‘tt;stir'siz of the cold sea-
son of the winter. T walked
beside my horse to average
about rwo timux;md miles a
vear for eight vears)

Inaseg l%niu lett the em-
p]m of Burr age Yale and set
up in business for himself in
Roxbury, making and selling
tin ware. In 1817, on January
21, he married Eunice Sweet-
ser, daughter of Paul Sweerser
of South Reading, and
() Ui‘(‘ '?’:lf;} lit‘ moved to
Malden and sertded there per-
manently. He purchased the
house htrh, at that time,
stood on Main Streer, south-
erly corner of Madison Street,
but which, after his death,
was moved around the corner
and still stands, practically
unchanged, ar 2o Madison

with-

Street. Only recently did the place pa
ownership. Near by, also on Main S
stood the home of Thomas Smith; and a licde further away

s out of the familv's

ently confined his work to the
¢ 15
probable that he made pewter  Fig. 77— Prrsax’s Mazrx

on High Street was
that of Smith's
partner, David B,
Morev. Tt will be
remembered that,
on Mav g, 1842,
Morev married
Bailey’s daughter
Almira; and it will
be related further
on that Bailey was
an uncle of Put-
nam, so that the
community of in-
terest among these
people must have
been close and
strong.

In the rear part
of his house Tim-
othy Bailey estab-
lished his shop.
Tradition still re-
calls the vast heap of bright
shining scrap tin that was
piled up in the yvard back of
the house. He worked hard,
prospered and soon became a
leading citizen of the town;
and that part in which he
lived becameknownasBailey's
Hill. Tn 1833 he organized the
Malden ;\gmuﬁmmi & Me-
chanics’ Associarion, the first
bank in Malden. Its office was
installed in his house; he was
elected its treasurer and so
served for eighteen consecu-
tive vears. When, in 1851, the
bank was absorbed by the
newly organized Malden
Bank, he was elected presi-
dent of that institution and
so remained untl his death.
Meanwhile, he was town treas-
urer from 1832 to 1840, and
a member of the General
Court m 1830,

The business conducted by
Bailev must have been con-
siderable. At one time he had
as many as eight workmen n
the shop and sixteen peddlers
on the road. While he appar-
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also — as was the custom in those days, although I have
never seen any pieces bearing his name, nor do [ know of
any existing. He accumulated a sufficient competence to
keep him in comfort during his declining years; but he did
not live long to enjoy it, for he passed away on November
19, 1852, at the age of sixty-seven.

James Hervey Putnam, the other partner in the firm of
Bailey & Putnam, was born in Charlestown, New Hamp-
shire, in 1803, the son of David and Hannah Bailey Put-
nam. His mother was a sister of Timothy Bailey, who was,
therefore, Putnam’s uncle. Very little is known of his early
history, nor is it known when he came to Malden; but,
from such information as I have been able to obtain, it
seems probable that he came with his parents soon after
Bailey settled there. It is said that he entered the employ
of his uncle, serving his apprenticeship and afterward
becoming a partner.

Just when this partnership was in operation I am unable
to state with definiteness. The most diligent search has
failed to discover any information. It is known there was
such a partnership and that there are marked specimens
of pewter to prove it. I fix the date tentatively about
1830-1835 — partly from hearsay evidence and partly
because it could not have been before 1824, when Putnam
became of age, nor after 1836, when the Massachuserts
state census shows that there were two tin ware shops in
Malden employing twenty hands and manufacturing
goods to the value of thirty-one thousand dollars. As the
largest number of hands emploved by Bailey was eight,
we may reasonably infer that the other twelve were em-
ploved by Putnam — for, other than these two shops,
there were none of a similar kind in Malden at that time.

The business of Bailev & Putnam was conducted at
Bailey’s house — the partnership being, T imagine, an inci-
dent of comparatively short duration. Their output of
pewter must have been of limited extent, if one may judge
from the very few marked specimens of their work that are

known to exist. In Figure 7 is shown a whale oil lamp made
by Bailey & Putnam; and Figure 8 pictures their regular
mark.

After the partnership had been dissolved, Putnam
opened his own shop in the brick building which sull
stands at the corner of Main Street and Fastern Avenue,
then called Haskins Street, while Bailey continued as
before. In his own establishment Bailey scems to have
done a large and prosperous business. His principal manu-
facture at first, like that of his uncle, was tin ware; but
eventually the making of pewter and brirannia seems to
have become of much greater importance. The state
census for the vear ending June i, 1833, records that in
the one establishment in Malden for the manufacture of
pewter and britannia ware {one only, for Bailey had died
in 18:2) the value of the goods produced as cighteen thou-
sand dollars: the hands emploved were cighteen.

On June 8, 1826, James Hervey Pumam married Mary
Hill of Malden. Both were of old New Fngland stock.
Fleven children were born to them, but none of them is
now living, so far as I know. One connection of the family,
a son-in-law, has just died at the age of eighty-five vears.
He was mv near neighbor and friend, an active and hon-
ored citizen whose mind was bright and clear to the last.

The pewter made by Putnam was of the usual vanety.
It was of excellent quality, fine workmanship and good
design. In the New England Business Directory of 1830,
Putnam is classed with Israel Trask and Eben Smith of
Beverly and Ruswell Gleason of Dorchester. Specimens of
his work are not very difficult to find and they are well
worth collecting. In Figure y are shown two of his pieces
— a coffee pot and a teapot; and in Figure 10 is shown a
whale oil lamp. Figure 11 shows Putnam's regular mark.

James Hervev Putnam died in May, 1833, at the age of
fiftv-two vears. Several children survived him, but as they
were too voung to carry on the business the shop was
closed.

The Cleaning of Pewter

THE subje of pewter cleaning is one that is often under
discussion. Each collector has his own theory on the subject
and his own method of procedure.

It is possible to have pewter too clean or, at any rate, 100
bright. In that fact lies one objection to wheel burnishing. The
process removes not only rust but the precious mellow patina
which is a desirable attribute. It tends to give pewter a skinned
look which is distressing to the eve of the sensitive collector.

For occasional cleaning of pewter nothing is better than soap
and water followed by conscientious rubbing. But, for the piece
which, through vears of neglect, comes to hand in a profound
state of grime and rust, a more heroic form of bath must Mt
prepared.

Certain types of corrosion in pewter are incurable hey are
due to changes in the constituent antimony. Ey tually these
changes will produce holes and apparently no#Hing can be done
to prevent.

H. J. L. J. Massé¢ in The Pewter
methods of dealing with ordinary

“llector*® suggests various
ack tarnish. One of these is

*New York, 1621, p. 35

the use of hvdrochloric acid applied wigh® brush, This is a risky
procedure, however, as the acid atgacKks not only the mrnis_h ‘but
the metal as well. Hence, wipin@ the treated part must folicw
close on the heels of the agid application.

Soaking in kerosenefor some hours, followed by more hours
of patient rubbingAS likewise recommended by Mr. Mass¢. Soak-
ing in hot wagerin which a small quantity of potash —a heaping
reaspooniut to a quart of water — has been dissolved s, perhaps,
as ethedCious.

“Zrious applications of powdered brick with acids are sug-
tested by different English writers. The American owner of
pewter will find it easier, and quite as satisfactory, to investn a
ready mixed metal polish.

Some persons clean pewter with the aid of soap and sand; but
the latter should be very fine in quality, and various commercial
abrasives are safer to use and more easily procured. For the final
rub use chamois skin.

Antonio De Navarro in his Causerics on English Peter urges
patience in cleaning. Long polishing by hand he maintains
brings that “quiet lustre”” which is a special attribute of pewter
and one not to be jeopardized by get-clean-quick methods.




