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An Llnrecorded communion flagon 
by William Will 
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rig. 1 ()Uilll comm Ulllon il,]gon nl· 
lnhul ,·d l<) \\ i111.tm \" ill (17·12 ·1798), 
f'i1il'lLi vlphl::l. I'c \\' 1<1'. III igh( ill : 
incht' \, I I/(' (Jhl<'I'" liill ' l1. ll ,d ilIt' III 

!1ft ' (dlll'( 11 0 11 of l Ilt (lltl hut ': p hlJ!O

~"af1h " (0 ,' In (.J () 1 tlf N I , a i ;.'1 ( ' 

Till ' t \,\1 \In:Ul quart cOllltnuninl1 flagon shO\nl 111 

riuul"(.' J rcccnt/v surfaced in western Pennsvlvani.1 
It 'is undoubtcdl,' the \,'ork of William Will (if PhiLt· 
delphia. the most inll(),',lli\(' fabricator of American 
rC,,·tl'r. for its hudy wa<, made in the same maid a, 
the hodv of a marked William Will communion 
tLlgon (rig. 2. right) and a marked William \\il l 
quart tankard (rig. 2, cCIHcr). The thumbpiecc 01 
the unmarked flagon i!> frorn the same mold as 111.11 

of the mart-ed flagon (sce fig. i). bur for the spout , 
lid. and handle \\'iJl has substitutcd standard pans 
from O! her forms. 

The lid, ror example. is the one he used Oil ;1 

marked slrai!!ht-sidcd tankard and as the base fo r 
an unmarked chalice ("CC Fig. 4). This lid is '" 
inches smaller in diameter than the lid Will used 
llormall.\· on his tulip-shape forms. The handle on 
the newlv discovered Oagon is also not the handle 
found or1 \Vil l's tulip-shape bodies. but rather the 

Ftg. 2. {,<'II to l ight: ('ommUllIull 
lIa t!on showl! in Fii! . I. Quart (,1nl
Jnl rn ,ld" IJ\ \Vd :. ~arked insldc' ,H 

! ht hottom . " .\\ in twO conCrlll l I, 
( I rde~ ; peWler. height 8 IIll hc' 
OIl.11'! communion flagon madl !, ' 

\,'dL markl:d il1~lde on the hotl " m 
\\"W In tWO concentric circlt',: I" \1 

tt: r. ht:lglll 8 I, 1l1che,. 

l' l!.:. ; . 1. ./1 D,-tad of tht: llagoll 
,11; ,\\ 11 .It 1 h - t l ~hl In rIg 2. md ll : 
n L\ .d .>1 ill , 1l.lgOtl , hO\\ 11 1Il 1"1g:. I 

\ \ I . , 



1'1;; -1 I."ii Utlar; ;"nkarJ r:uJl In 
\\·dl 1l1.lrkc·d !lhllk 0n the hu:tom 
\,· \1 \\·11 I III sc-rralcd rteldng!,; Pt\\" 
rei . h':I g: hl 7'. lIlche' Ri;;h1. !"lagon 
,howl! III I"lg. 1 \\J!h " rhalrct .lImb· 
uic'd tu \\ ill r t \lll1![ Oil it. Th t ,;1l11e 
mold \\ <1; u~ed «) -makt· r1k h;J\t ul 
rhe lhallce. tht: lOp 01 tht tankard. 
antl tilt (UP of !Il l: tlagon . 

hg :;. 1..'/1: rankanl .; hc)\\ n at the 
Id l in rig . 4. l?igJlI: flagon shown in 
Fig. I. The handlc-~ of the tanJ..ard 
.lIld flagon were cas; In the :,a m l: 
l1loltl. 

rIg . o. I .,-{I: I Ligon ,ho\\"n in Fig. 1. 
Ul!.:il1 : COllllllllllIOI1 lLlgon allrihUIl"d 
:0 \\ill ; Pt:Wll·r. lH" if!h t t~" 1I1i."1l",. 
rtw 'POUh and .,POllt <.O\<.:r~ well 
ma de III i hl ,.110,· mold. 
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one he llsed on hi'> \tralght-<,ided tankard (Fig. 5). 
Because the lid and halldle arc ..,haped to fit a 
straight-sided form, there i~ d :-mall gap beneath the 
thumhpiece \\"hlCh i ... !lOt found on the marked 
flagon (sce fig. 2) . 

The SpOLlt of the newlv dl'il'()\cred flagon is rrom 
the same mold as ! hat of" a rail. narrow, unmarked 
comll1union flagtln (Fig. 6). The stepped spout CO\·, 
ers typical of 'vVill'~ work are also both from thc 
same mo!d. 

The unmarked communion flagon prcl\·CS the 
great \'ersatility of the m<.lstt'l" pe\\"tcrcr \\·illiam \Vill 
in combining pans from ddfen:m form~ to create a 
~ubtle \·ar iation on t hc marked communion !lagon. 
We hope that thi,; article \\ ill Interest O! her pewter 
collectors and encourage them to examine the parrs 
of" their pewler objects, for such an examinat io n 
may allow them to identify the maker despite the 
absence of a mark. 


