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ANTICZUES 

re;. / J.i If,",' "t, 1. \\:1" 

\L .. , h\ I r.H i T' , ~. i'J .1. : 

A l\lassacll Llsetts Pe\vterer 

BFFUH.I-: the c1:ti"iLlre '\:ic:.(anl'iv< ' ,,( rh.: \ ';,',,,r;;l1\ 
Fra, rea(h~',l Ihi~ l'Olit1'r:-, dw C'(1J11J'l"iti'>11 Illd:tI 
\\"()r,.;er~ 01 ;\mcn~a clt:\ ('r,'d 'Ih m"L \ ,', to m:lk:il..!: 

arricl,:s "hidl ... hulIl,i he u,,,,ful ;t'ld prani,'a ' , [Jl,i>k'nr all~' 
.he'· crl'atl',l \\I.>rk"hidl "ffcn had a 1't:r:,lin heaut\, I,:lllT> 
\\11,:n "d()\kls" and ",,11:1\11('1"" k' 
ch:cked th~ 1';;"lnr or' c'I ','t' 1 11, IOl'cti Lhh , 
it I\:IS rhc lll !! h , that rlw slImill'<: Slll'(act: 

of p\:\I tcr m~J~t hL' t:f1l hdli~;jlt.:d \\;1 h ,k,­
')J'ation; and, fr.,m that rim,', rht.: ~tl1n!l 
.,hapt:~ dl:1r:lI'tt.:r;."i,' of dl~' \t :I rc' I",', 
their simpk and l1!h:"I1~cious :.!ral'l', 

:\Ot nll'h t hI.: ii11e~ of \'arinl;~ "j,ic>'c" 
chanllcd , l;ur rhl' d,,;],j Ill~ rr~' Ilr' rh~' "Id 
j.>l'wt~'r platc \\ a~ ~"Clrnt.:Ll, allti ;t!lcl\~ 
\\ hi ch would h;1\ L' l111Jr:.: .,hct:J1 \\ ~ re 
:..ou!!ht, In the L,jghrl'~nrh n~nrtJn, tht.: 
Fn~li"h ,0I11dlll;t'S :hlckd :111(1;11011\, 

c'or;pcr a11d zinc: to rhL;r <·(>111\,0-iii,.;1, 
tindin!! tInt :t har,l,'1' and ll1tlrt.: j,riliia'l: 
mat,'rTai r<:'~\lr'L'l, \\ h;d1 , rt, ,:isrint!ui,j; 
j r fr(1ll1 rllt' lit Ilt.:r k j 'lci ... ut' 1' ~'\I r'T~ \I a~ 
calkd Britannia lllL'ra l, This rl'nn, h"" 
l' l'er, ha s ., il1c:t: j,~l'Jl \l"t.:d f" r al lll\'" nl 
:ll'pL'aranl'<:' 'tuire d:tkrLIH trtllll' th\.' 

original Britannia, 
\\hen \\'t. i,:,'k \If' tht.: c';<i \ Il]UlnC 

calkd S tont:'" 1/ i.-f',!\' of li t :', Ih, 1\ t.: \\ !Ill­

del' just \\ hat e"1l1p()'~i;i()': tht.: '~\\Irl)r)r re­
!'l'rred to, ill 1ti-l.l, \1 hL' !1 ill' \\TOre that 

.. { Ill' m<llluf:Il"Ur..: tl( Britannia wan: in th is COlllHn' was 
,''':1l1l11'11;nl :11 I}; I ':: 11,· '\Ir. r~racl Trask." Pn:, \'i()u~ t;) that 
ril11<', alhl 'lIh~l'qlJl'nth- as wdl, Tr:t;:k wo rked in pell're r: 
and, a, l,in'l" hC'arill!,! his mark tar: from \\'hale-oil lal1ll'!> 
anti rankar,i",( ,I\lt[ , 1<:;1<1\' at[o\' to ~hil1\ ' ,()rnate caster" it 

is 1Illp()~~ible 'to knOll" }l1st \\·h at his t:adi· 
l's r BriranJliJ. resembl.:el. Certain o( his 
((lob among the tl'~' aSlJn;S of the Be\'crl r 
Historical \nciL·n· hdp llS to discm'er 
rht: procc"ses h:' which he: worked at one 
p\:riod (I t hi<; long life, hllt as to the exact 
l'n'l'on:ons of lllct:lls llsed at ditfercnt 
rimes, We are cot1siderahk in the ,la rk. 

The cm hargol'$ of the' turbulen t pe­
ritlei of (lur secolld war with England 
chan~ed rhe e,)urse of the industrics of 
\ oun~ :\ nwrica, and Trask 's busincss 
~\' :t~ ;~tftc-ted \\ itlt the others. One tI:I\,. 
\\hile Trask \, as ~ellillg his SpOOI1~ {n 
B(),,ton--accl.rciine; to :In article ill ,In 

old Incal ne\' ~pare r - a lad \ cn lert:ci 
and ;"ke,l tilt: proprictol' o i t hc srnre for 
a real'ot , Bur rhu'c \lerc none to he had, 
a~ the slIl' ph' from En~land had becn 
~hur otl, Trask, hrl\\ C\'l'!", ,,!to had ()\'l'!"­
heard the cOI1\'crs;t"i()l1, spokc up: " .\Irs. 
Ba ll ," said h(, "it' \"()lI \,·ill gi\'e lll e a 
~ack full o f old te:tjl,;rs, I will ~11e1t them 
lip :l:ld \1 i!l makc ~ ou :IS fine a new tL'a-
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Pi;. 1'-:-\HEFffF..I.D 'rc.\por 
f" :>td :I '" :1 modtl by hr,le! Tra"k in making dH.: r'L'\\ t<.'I" tt.lp('t liln .... t;.l.tLI; 

i·) F;~~l1r(' 4. O:,;,')ud t~v .\frs. 71'JU' [nB/.:, 

P"! ;1~ e\"(;r came fmm old Fngla nd ," '1"he 1l11.: t.l1 \\ ,l ~ ~nkcn 
[I) Bl~\Tr!y , melted in the kiln, coo!..:,] on iron pbt,~, fojle,! 
t" the ,lcsired rhid:ne~s and made into (I\'al.~hapLd rea· 
po", The l\:sulr. must ha\'(.: htl;ll :-.atisfacron, ;l~, :11' a iarcr 
'time, an (Irder for OIlC hundred d(,:zen \\ a~ l!(\ el1, 

\5 t his ilhTeasc in business pn)I'l;d ron much {or T rask 
,!nd hi!'; (Ille helper, rhl sen'i(l;s of his t\\'o hrotikrs, (; ,:orgl' 
and OliVl.:r, \\'(.:re required, CI;()rge, thuugh apparcnrh' ell· 
i('1 ing his apprcntices hip to his "saind~' hn .ril(.:r," ao; he 
htLl' wrote,'" forsook this work for rhl; minisr:'\' nlh] the 
anti-tobacco callse , O li \'(:r, !W\\'e\Tr, kept t(l his'trade, al · 
though lea\·ing his brother and scuing up a separar:.: ..,ho!' 
in Bc\'crly , Tt was this hrother, Oli\l:r, \\'ho m:hie rhL' 

~ -1:dt,Uflg rnpliitO,;/ Skc/dJ, J{~\,. (; t,'or;.rt: Tra:-.k. Fief hhuq.!, l}oi-

Fir!., ,,- C'''''!I' , I"" S~: r 
. ~1'adt hy I-:I'.h.- I ':1 ra:,;h . U;:')1t'.-; i~\' th( ,;nth!},-. 

/-'i.",.f . P r\\'T1:~ O R 131(11 \-:"j; TJ:\l'(lT 
\ ~ .ldt' b~ hra~~ Tr;l,·k .d~;~ h\·:trin~~ till: ",:!rk /: :rr",d·',·rht· PI:I W:lS t:~- ... ignt·i: 
:dt...:' rt\!:, (11"- 1 h;,rr,trt': 1'1 1'!L!un' ;. f) .. J)(.1 t-:·; J/rs . ./<".,,-1' l,. .. ,;-:. 

h:uHl"Ulll,' Pl'\\"," t1:Jl!1 ill ]1r.\1 in rhe B"."tul1 \lu!>L:llJl1 ut 
Fine " \n ~ , ;lldl()U~h i: api'I;:1i'~ tt , he idt:nti,'a l \Iith onc in 
111 \ ' ' >lln ,'(,lI,:",;n!1 hLarinL! I-mel Tr:bk', mark , Aircr hi, 
hr~'rhL'r' !c'fr him, 1~r;ld'; hU';;:ll"~ bccamL' .. ( larger pro· 
1'(lnion ,, ; in fao", (he i{( '<;t!lll \ rt \l usc: uln'~ ,i,, [ oi :\mt'rican 
jJt'lI'tel 'r: r s I!i\',s till' \ car' I :'2~ W I ~-+: :1' the l'erind during 
\\ hich j"racl Tra,k \\ a~ !,J'(\dll('in~ I'L\\'tl r. 

Ih I~\l rh" hl.hil1<.:" had ber' llllc "" 1: lrUt: that Tr:t::.k 
dC"I~k'd ~') 11I\C'" :' ;:; fll' h i'> ~a\illl.(s in a 1(1: o f land (Ill 
(ail(l , Strect will're'he' l'rel'r(,d:\ ~tol~t: "ho\" ~ril l st:1.l1ding, 
:Ill,] hl'hilh! it :11l<.rilcr srllllL IltlilciinQ in \\'hich the ll1 e t:1l ~ 
\\'C1'l' \\( Jrhc"l. III ;t ,llll'UllICl1i " \I nrrZn ,hc follo\\'in!.! n : ar, 

hL' i~ rcf'nrcd t(l a~ a !,!(tld:>lllirit, dwugh ir i~ d"!lhtf~d' th;Jt 
\\ 1l1 pi Ldt'rh \\.\ IE~. ~I.\n h It), I'~Z, 
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ht: (nrrini OH that craft tll aPI' 

"rear e'-;tc'lit. Durill!! his la I ,,:r 
~'e:lr:; he "c'cm" to -h:t\'e ma.it: 
;n1Jsth Bri ~;1l1l1ia table\\ an:. Ca,,· 

scpar:lled the moulds, to his s ur­
prise hc found that cnuugh mctal 
had aethered to them so that :.t per­
fcct spout was formed. Timc \\'a~ 
: flu:; sal e,t, and, for the r'uture, the 
;ltH1SL'I\"jfc \Vas less likcil' (0 find 

reI's \;ere :1 ~1'<:ci;11l\', th ... b"ti ks 
probably b(.:ng ohrall1nl Lidl ... !, ! ... , t 
fnJJ11 ~an\.h\'~ch ur fnJlll the 1!l.t~!) Th.it (Ill th.,: Lit ". dh.: 'll:lr~ (Jt- I.;r.lc.l"r ":( .. k: fLat 

... :~ht, r\l h· ... l'r,)~ hu\ ()ily •. " rr;l "'l.;. 
on tn ," drops trickling from a le~d,!' seam 

,t-; "Ill' poured h..:r t<.:a . wurb at Lht CambriclL(c. ()Ii( 

uf these G\"lch i" 111,\\ it' rht' (o!k(l;',n "f the F"c\' Irhti­

tu tl: a t Sal ,'m , 
Ilumhk 1"'\\ 1<:1' \\ h:de-od !amp, l1l<lck 11\ Lmc] T;-;l~ k, 

;U1(1 tt'.lp(lt~ "f !.!I)\)d prrlp"rri(1Il ;,nd ;;nc . ;ll'e • ,cc<lsl(Jn:dll' 
~<:cn in :\(\\, ' ·I1!.!l:I nd col!c\,ttoI1S, ;111\1 ,(\(ral 'jl(.·,illl<.'IiS 

hal e rcmain<:d iJ~' Ihe hand" ,)t' hiS 
Jl:SCt:ndal1h, :\ r Oil!.: timc I elllll: 
alrn,-';S a ditninut!\\; hcdn!OPl 

lamp \1 :th :It' ing(.Di(Ju' t'ak: I (f'. 
wm, Being in~l'irc,l LH ,'uri",j ~:' , 
I le<lrJle,1 ~hat thl'r(.· \\ :l~ a kTC'ih; 
rhar this f;j)i(/ (re;'! ha~i p{:t"r~ 

turned our i~'r hl~ belo\'e.l 1,\" a 
1(1\'c,sick :'ourh :tr the T rask I'~w­
reI' sh"I" llc had hidcit,'n hi., 
dagtH::rre"l~ pt: in che c.)t1ll'an­
Illl' n t 1\ i I h i!l t h t: 111 L r a I. a J1 d 
!:,i\ en th(.· lamp tll thl: ,Lllll'l"1. 
Tht: $«11'\" , hll\\<. \'U', tail, t'l :-t.tt.: 

whuhl:1' j"h,s ~elH;n1(ni:\1 gift '-UI,:­

,,'ccded ill ir~ ll1i~"i'i11. 

The I'ie, (.s It hieh Tra~k mad<.: during the latte!' pa r t ut' 
hi, lOll.! Efl t'oll.,\\'ed the t(.·ndellCl or the tillles t()\l ards 
nl'cl'-( k:,'()r,nillll, H l" al'l';J l'cll rh lIs~:d ,jj rTercll t reci peS r'ur 
Illi\ill~ hi" :dl(!\, :1IthC}ugh I he appearance! (It th..: surface 
lll;n ha\'(: hCe!11 alrcl't:\l hy heating the article.; in bath" 

o( lTcam (;f ("anal', acids or oil", 
His !.!randson onCl: tnld Ill": thar 
hl , j;t:li~'\'ed rht? ll1ixr\lre~ \\ ere 
made tl1' each rilllL ;!,'c'"ding to 

rh..: iud!!lTIelH 01' :\ 11'. Trask rathl::' 
rha;) h,- definite weights and. COJi ­

sequel1'rh , ,har the')' I,tried COll 

~iderabil' , 
Un m~st (if this pewtercr's work 

ther..: appears a small indented 
n:ctallgle reading / , 'Ti'IL'·I.:, Tht: 
hml hc~"s sranlp: 0 , -TrtlJk , \\'as 
,im:iar. dH)lIgh i'o!1ll,\\,hat larger. 
It has been -maintained" .ha-t a 
«()Il! posi rion worker llame\ I J ohn 
Trask, who is listell ill tit..: Boston 
\; i rc('turies trOll! I il ~ 2 tu I X 26 at 
\ arioll'; [1\.!c!rl:;sLs, manufactured 
l'e\1 reI' anicb., hur, though 1 
ha\'l' L'x:1lllint:<1 lar!!e numbers o( 
pil.:Ccs, I han: IlCI(.:r hecn able 10 

i\["mit'l all\ ui thi~ 11l001l'S \yurk . 

.\ llm'(.· ! \I,tl \Ihich T ra," :n­
\t:nted,ur ra,11cl' haJ'pci:nl (11'''11, 
fc)r lnak:nt! tL':lp l1f "'P('U~";, rlr 

"JI&il!i as Illl'1 \\~'r,' rh~n (.dl..:,L 
is alsu rl'(IIU!Hc,! in the l1CI\~paI'L:' 
article r..:tcrr",; t() ahn\'c, Pr, \ i­
oush,' :he l)C\\rL'i' \', as 111<>!"ied :-.e]1' 
aratd~ tflr t':It'h half nt' tht: ~P'l\:t 

1-:,.; Bt.:.lI\\\I\ ClJfrll.-P{fJ 
,-\rrH;ng h'is c()ntcll1 p ()ra r ie~ . 

J ~r;;d Tra~k \\"as known as the 
III a k(.· I" o( "impro\'\.:d" :lilt! "Up-to-and la teI' t he pieLc~ \\ e1'c sl)lcit:r(.·cl 

cou:cthc·r mtl('c ut' :e~' "t:c'UI'l:!I, 

\LLh: b\ [ ..:rad TCl ";" :tll,l :.!i\;,'n 1(' .\1r . . :\Llnh;l Tra"k:n 
1 .... 4. : r,·, .. I' \/; '~ /".\!;',,:/ 

O r~e da \' \\ hile brad Tr:l"k \\ .;, ,'H!::;!'!,',! " hc:ttilll! rh(. 
m(JulJs'G~ pOll:'!ng intu them m(llr,~: ;'llt'tal, :1l1 ab;l1l ()t' 

fire \\as ;;()lIndcd. PUfrin!.! ; he i I\'!) l11(1t!ld" :oL't'ti1u' ill hi~ 
haste, and eral,hing the Ceat hLl' hllcket whi,' h- hung al"'I'c 
h j~ bench, he rush",\! ott' to the lirl' , \\ hUl he l'crmllvd an\! 

d;ll~'" rahk·\\are. At prL'~eJ1t, ho\\­
c\ er. rh:r(. j" li~~k ilnere,,! ill the:e latcr e,al1'I'!e" Th"" 
Llre~Llll-\:a \' collectur seck" flut rather the sru rd \ and 
~uhsrallr;ai eariit:r prcducro; or' tillS Fs;;e,-; ()lIllty pe\; rerer, 
k;\\ illg hio; later work. { (II' Lller appreciation. 

Fi.::.S- HitlT ;-";:'-L\ (·)tT!: L.i \H" 
Th", d,ir\; ;"nrn th:..·it..:~ ". +, .... ,t':h!l,; 1\ ,r\' ;;,., r T:.t .. ",t1It· c-:h:r t":: ' .. :'\\- 1 ..... h.1. I)_",' . U .... ! J;(li'I "i·,r. 


