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A Massachusetts Pewterer
By Jous Wirmine Wesser

EFORE the elaborate “elegancies™ of the Victorian  “the manufacture of Britannia ware in this country was
Fra reached this country, the wm;mki'?rm metal  commenced in 1812 by Mr. Israel Trask.” Previous to that
workers of America \é:.:\‘xsmi rhemselives to making  time, and subsey uently as well, Trask worked in pewter:
articles which should be useful and pmrrh LoIncidenralle .x.z(i, as pieces hear ring his mark v ary from whale-o il famps
?3‘)g}‘ C Ldtgn work which often had a certain beaury. Larer,  and rankardsof dull, leady alloy to shinv,ornate casters, it

v
‘\

when “doyvleys™ and “whamots” 27:- 181 mpu«xb e to know just what his earli-
decked the parlor of every hooped lady, est Britannia resembled. Certain of his
it was thought that the sombre wr{zlw taols among the treasures of the Beverly
of pewter must be embellished with dece Historical Snucr_\ h«.fp us to discover
oration; and, from J vat time, the sturds the processes by which he worked at one
shapes characteristic of the ware lost \§ puzudwf hisl ntwi fe, but as to the exact

proportions of metals used at different
times, we are considerably in the dark.

The embargoes of the turbulent p:.m
riod of our second war with England
changed the course of the mdustms of
voung America, and Trask's business
was affected with the others. One day,
while Trask was selling his spoons in

their s%mgﬁc and unconscious grace.
Not only the lines of various ulijects
changed, bur the dead lustre of the old
pewter Hzm; was scorned, and alloys
which would have more sheen were
sought. In the eighteenth century, the
zwi sh sometimes added antmony,
copper and zine to thar :omg»mi:iun

ﬁmiina thar a h arder and more brilliant Boston—according to an article m an
material resulted, which, ru distinguish old local newsp aper—a lady entered

and asked the proprictor of the store for
a teapot. Bur t}uu were none to be had,
as the supp lv from England had been
shur off. Trask, ]m\\u'c", who had over-
heard the conver sation, spoke up: “Mrs.
Ball,” said he, “if vou will give me a
sack full of old teapots, I will melt them
up and will make you as fine a new tea-

it from rhe other l;i*zm nI puwter, was
called Britannin meral. This term, how
ever, has since Deen *xxu{ for allovs of
appearance quit e from the
original Britanniu
When we pick up the old volume
called Stone’s History of Bererly we won- - .
der | Justw hat compe sition the authorre- 7907 2%[‘%“\141;1;’;\ { et
ferred to, in 1843, when he wrote that 35, 186, died Pebraniy t,
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re f =~ PEWTER oR BI\II ivxta Teavor
K sosd bearing vhe wark 1 Trask, The pot wis doesig
23 i" QIR Y. LI f g 1"',1‘;‘&‘}

Used as a model by Israed Trask in making the pewter rapor illasrared “Made by srae
in Figure 4. Owned by Mys, Jesse Trask. after ehe o

pot as ever came from old England.” The metal was taken  handsome pewter ﬁ:lunn now in rhe Boston Museum of
to Beverly, melted in the kiln, cooled on iron plates, rolied  Fine Arts, although it appears to be identical with one 1n
t the desired thickness and made into ovalshaped tea-  my own collection bearing L‘m::E Trask’s mark. After his
pots. The result must have been satisfactory, as, avalater  brothers left hiny, ixng s business became of larger pro-
time, an order for one hundred dozen was given, portions;in fact, the Boston Art Muscum’s fist of American
As this increase in business proved too much for Trask  pewterers gives tlu vears 1823 to 1842 as the period during
and his one helper, the services of his two brothers, George  which Isracl Trask was producing pewter.
and Oliver, were required. George, though apparently en- By 1831 the business h wi become so large that Trask
joving his apprenticeship to his “saincly brother,” as he decided to invest 3321 of his savings in a lot of land on
later wrote,* forsook this work for the ministry and the  Cabot Street where he u‘ufh:d a stone shop, still standing,
anti-tobacco cause. Oliver, however, kept to his tr MM al-  and behind it another stone building in which the metals
nmw} ]c:l\ma his brother and setring up a separare shop  were worked. In a document™ written the following vear,
1 Beverl ¥, Tt was this brother, ()h\cr, who made the e is referred to as a uuMsmiri;. rhut‘xgh it is doubtful that

dutabiveraphical Sketeh, Rev. George Trask, Frechburg, 187 Will ol Ederh Wallis, March 16, 153
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he carried on that crafr to any

great extent. During his later
vears he seems fo have made

mostly Brirannia tableware. Cas-
ters were a cp’x‘i;ﬁiz'}‘? the bottles
probably  being obrained either
from Sandwich or from the glass
works at Fast Cambridge. One
of th:sc CASTErs IS NOW D
rute at Salem.

rhe collee

tiz

R h’ AR

s the m
by, of his brorher, (ives

That on the keft

moof the Fssex Insti-

Humble pewter whale-otl {;*1‘ ps made by Tsracl Trask,

wind teapots of goud prnmzr ion and line, are

seeh in New f‘:gimg. mﬂu“*um
have remained in the ha
descendants.

mds of his
At one rime 1 came
diminutive  bedroon
lamp with an ingenious false
tom. Being inspired by curiosity,
1 learned that there was a legend
thar this had been
rurned out for his beloved by o
love-sick vourh at the Trask pew-
ter shop. He had hidden his
daguerreotype in the compart-
ment within the meral, and
given the lamp t the damsel
The story, however, fails to state
wherher this sentimenral
ceeded in irs mission.

A novel wayv which Trask
vented, or rather happened upon,
for making  teapos
snonts as they were then called,
is also rec 1‘.”‘1?&’;% in the newspaper
article referred to above, Previs
ousiv the pm\ ter was molded sep-
Ardtd\ for vach half of the spout
and later the pieces were soldered
mwi‘hcr
One dav while Israel Trask was ¢
moulds by pouring mm them
fire was sounded. Puct ing

acrass d

FRTE S

ubtel o Qi

bt suc-
in-

spours, or

mOre Groiess «uma.i

haste, and grabbing the feather bucket w

and

$ar

;,,_‘A s
molten metal,
the two moulds

ocvastanatly

several specimens

in heating the
an alarm of
wgether in his
vich hung above

i

his bench, he rushed off ro the fire. When he returned and

e thirgd from the lels wa
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over-decoranon. Hz:
nmixing
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v Mes, Martha Trask

ever, there is

{\f}}

pr esent- k.‘l‘

har on the

¢ pleces w hich Trask made during the
his long hite followed the t

4]

iedle inverest in these larer examples.

Ctor

separated the moulds, to his sur-
pnw he found that encugh metal
had adhered to them so that a per-
fect spout was formed. Time was
thus saved, and, for the future, the
Bousewife was less hkely to tind
drops trickling from a kal\\ eam
as she poured { her tea.

latter part of
times towards

th
terwdency of the

apparently used different recipes for
his alloy, although the appearance of the surface
have been alrered b) heating the articles

v baths
of cream of tartar, actds or oils.
His grandson once told me that
he che muxrures were
made up each time accarding tw
the judgment of My, Trask rather
than by definite weights and, con-
sequently, that they con
siderably,

On most of this pewterer’'s work
there appears a billd” indented
rectangle reading 1. Tyask. The
brother's stz amp, O. Trask, was
simtiar, mmwh SOMEWw hlr larger.
I+ has been maintained™ that a
composition worker named John
Trask, who is listed in the Boston
directories from 1822 to 1826 at
various addresses, manufactured
pewter articles, but, though 1
have examined large numbers of
picces, 1 have never been able to
identity any of this man s work.

\mmw his contemporaries
ferael Trask was known as tI\L
maker of “improved” and Tup-to-
rableware, At present, how-
The

and

helieved

varied

date”

seeks out rather the sturdy

substantial earlier products of this Fssex County pewterer,

leaving his later work for lat

Sex Fru

ter and the Amatewr C

er ,1}1}‘;'&1&1";()11
tor, Fawards J. Gale.




