


ANTIQUES, January, 1923· 

e· q - l1 
ANTIQUES J7 

Fig. {- fUGo,", PUrl:, ,\~'J) T.~\ t!' 
By Willi"m Cddc' (is:>;! 

An1erican Pe\vter and Pe\vterers 
Fro III 1155 -J -1 S-J 9 

T HL earli",'st n~ril1td datc'~ kno\\' l1 in cOlltln'tillll 

with th.: l11<tnut'acture of pe\\'rcr in ,his C(lllJ1tn' 
arc 1{)';4-, \\'hen Th()m,1~ Bumst<:t'd \\'as working 

in Boston; 16()~"()11 the will of l-Ienr~' Shriml'tol1, a hrazit:~~ 
and pc\V,rerer of that ci r:'; 1 f;-:; \\ h<!11 J uhn Crunwr \\';! " 

\V\ 'rki ng there) a lld 168-, \I' hen Thom as Cl a rkt \\ a~ work ­
illu in thc samc cin', From th~s<.: dan:~' it i~ safe tu aSSlI1111: 
th7lt the first Am':;'ican pewter was made ill Buston, 

The earlic<;t pewter alloy \\"as f'rc)hahl~' a mixturt: (If 
tin ami lead, in the l'roportiu!1 oj' fOlll' to vile , and the 
process was to cast the llletal in the desired form" and 
tht:n finish the articles with hand to()Js, and later \\ 'ith 
the la the, Small objec'ts, on l~', slIch as spoons, pIa le" 
hasins and mugs, were turned Out in rJ1t' eark days: and 
a (ew brass m;lds for the casting of spouns, ~latil;g from 
before 1750, made by John :'fouliniel' of ':\c'\\' York and 
others an: still extant, 

The earl~ I'C\\ tcr is inyariably to be i(lcnritini h~' tht: 
charach.:ristics of early sill'cl'\\;lre; a "Rat-tail" ~l'()()n 
with an upturn ed handle, for in~tallce, dating from ab()lIt 
17~o, Orher means of assuring one's ~df uf the ulrh dare 
of natin: pewter are the softr;css of che 111l.:tal \\'hieh ma~' 
k <::tsil\, hent; the absence of a "mark" ur "t<lllch," and 
of ally ~' Ilgr;l\ ' ing or emhossing, which, as a rule, is found 
Oil foreign pieces onll'; the hanllner marks on rh<: IIl1dn 
side of the ctl1'\'e bt,twt:'cn the hod\· rll1l! thc rim of platc:;, 
ha~ins and platter<;, and the Hat ha~e (If mugs, ral1kard~, 
j'itchcrs :tnd similar pieces, Some c:arJy llati~'(.' "POOI1S, it 
J' true, ~h()w the shell form :1 t the: c:nd (If the: handle on 
the hottom or tht! bowl, hut llthu' than that :111<1 tilt' 

~imple knobs on tht: C()I'crs of tc'a :tlhl cUffe<! pots and th, 
~lT(l1l handles, of these llten:;ib ll()(hin~ in the \\;1\ u( 
OI'lli111kl1tatiOll is found Oil :\ l11('rican ' pewter, FOl:cign 

piL(I:~ un tht: \.1 h",1' han.t are )'rt"ljlltnd: elah(.r.ltd: en­
ura\'",d <Inli e:1l11)(.:-~e:ll and oftUl ht'ar <Ill ()\\'IH.'r's initi al<;, 
;)1' a date:, and ~('l11nil11e~ Ilt),h, 

From J -co tu )-';0 11l(l~t vt thc pewter I'wt!ul'e:d in the 
C(jl(lnie:~ \\'as, in all l)rollahilit~, a hou::.dlOll! product. 
11l1t11('diatt:h- rlieJ't:alte:r it lIa, often ma,k In itine rallt 
l'rafhl11ell, ~\ ' h() tr;l\,d h:J ,thout the: ~par,d~ scrtlnl COllll­

t1'l with the ir lIl(Ihls and Illt:tals anti supplit:ll the inhabit­
am, o( the h('ll~~' at \\ hich the:: stol'I'e-i with sUe'h 
\lh.iecr~ as \\'t:re required, PaYl1lent ,herd"(lre I.'onsisted (If 
!lO;! 1', I and lodging and a Illodt:,t compensatilln in cash, 
:\I'ollt J i- ~ , the output ut' the mallllfactllrer~, \\"!1o \\'er~' 
noli' e~tahfishl'(1 in practically all of thl: cities and brgcr 
TOWtlS, was distrihut~'d through the ollth' in~ distrids hy 
peddlers travelling ill carts, ~\V hose ~m~k included also 
hrass and tin, iron and ((lppl:r ware. Tht manufacture of 
j1<':\\ ter hlltt()ns, whie'h curillush enough are !lO\\' rarel;' 
(Oll nt1 , he[!an in R,,'\'olut!OIl:tr\' days and thereaftl'r for a 
numher ot \'cars buttons \\e1'l:' ma('le in great ljuantities, 

Then: is a tradition in the family of :'Ill'S, \\" G. Stapb; 
or' \\'cs1'porr, Conn" \\'ho 0\\ ns ;t tine old flagon, un­
marked, hur mad~' hI' Frc,!erick 13asscrc of "" ew York, 
that \\'uuld indicat<: ' that (lnc, a t leaST, of the natiYe 
l'cwu:rcrs was marking his pieccs prior to the Revolutiol1. 
This flagon original I\' bcl(lllged to Delin' l'anct; Bennelt, 
frot1l \\'jwl11 it descended in direl't line to its present" owner, 
Th,' n:mainder ()( rhl' Bl'nnert- Bassett pcwter, now owned 
11\ anmher dC~l'L'n l laM, i~ all marked, Delil'erance lknnttt 
w'as une of the parriors at htirfield, Connecticut, who 
~athl.'rcd to J't:pd rht: ,hil"alll'e (.f the British soldiers in 
April, 1-;---, when on rheir way ,0 burn the le'" n of Dan­
hllr~ where the C(1I1t1llental ~\lpl'lie~ were ~tl)reli. 

During- the hrst year:. ut' the nin<.:tcLlHh l'tlltur:' rhe pcw-
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t<.:n:r~ :;enerally hegan tn ma r k rh"ir l'rolluCl" \\ ith a 
"t(luch," which, in \·irtualh· l ' \ 'elT il1~t;!nce , ct)llsisr~ il j" 

t.I1" maker's name or initi,ds', ~l"net:.dl ~· illdlllks the plal't' 
pf manufacture and, s'JI11c t illlcS, sollle ~(>rt of ,!t:r<lr;lri\·\., 
de\·i .... <., !>urh as Hill';ll£k, h\l,t of \\ 'ashillgrun, star or ... hie ld . 
(!ther makers in\"(;:~Hcd hall l11arks :;~l1liIH!" tl) th{l~t" !lit 

Fllg-lish l'e\\ rer , \I·hidl ,till had a l:lr~l' ,;tic in the Ile l \ I~ 
I \( ,rH repuhlic 

\!:tll\' "i the nat i l c tTat"hl11el1 i n j'l'lI ter <ld l}ther thil1g~ 
as \\dl. I n rh:: earliest tiJ11 l' ~ Ill(\~t "ihl.' rsl11irhs madt.· l'c\\­
tt'r , :111.] brer some \'t:\\ tcn:r~ I\'cr:: in>ll :lIlll hra,s \\(Jl'kl: r<;, 
an,j ill1c, at ka~t, 1\ ;IS a plum her, T he ll1ust 

!'rctentifllls Ilt tht·:r l'l"(hlllc'b ll11't'\\ rcr I1 ere 
rhc c(>J))t1llll1itll1 Sd,; nJa,k t~II' churches , 
«ll1sistinl.{ uSlI:1lh' ,,f a tlal£(lIl, ll't) .-il;!\ice" 
and a l'ia'rre", Th·<.: !)()~sessi~ '11 "r (lth: ,Jt" thC:St' 
~e', .... lIah!c" tin .... tu ,lispla,' , to r .... al ad\ all· 

raL'~' , the artistn' nl' rhe eaI'll' 111:1k\.'r, . :\ 
\ e~' \' 1IO(,,1 ~t:t ,,(a r:trh .... r !:tit.. :ia ~~·, frfl lH all 

(,I,i',\ ft'th(l.1i~t .... hur(h i ll S:t\ hnl(,k. ('(lIlIlt;:C'­

rtC U i. pn\,'d~) ";!Tn\ ~ . .'d . i ~ t l \\fl <..:'l ! h\' \Ir. 'I' . '1'. 
\\" t ' rlllOl'\.' ut rha~ lull 11. J t : , rh <. \\<)rk 01' 

Boartllll:tn ~ H art, 111111 Ilc' rc' \\"rJ..:ll1!! in 
'\C\, Y,.rk ill I S:S. Th t · \\'h:llt: (.iI 1.:1'1l11' , 
\\"hi l'h is rhl' tlnll- (orl11 

I . . . , 

alld. t' l'el1 a~ latl' il" t S_!I), two crafcsl1l\..·I1, Ilenn' Gra,'cs 
:tl lll T h:dlkus .\lal1l1ing, \I\.'re \lurking in \fiddlefOwl1 , 
C()nnenicut. I t. is ,Iouhtt"ul if all\" t"l'ait~rnell in pewter sur· 
,·i\ed afrer the middle uf th l ' Ct' llt un', llOw\.'\"l'r, 

Fu r the gllidancc ot rh~ cnlkt'to r' a I,is! ut ,Jlllr'ri((lll 

1)(' "N)"")"J' ""~I1"idera hl~' 1(J1l~l'r thall an I ' hcrcrot'on: in pri nt 
i~ :t,ld\.'d ha\.'\\'ith. 

CHE C K 1. "1' or -\\If': RICAX P E\\ I"ER E R!' 

.,',':', 'I/!"I 'II! h C<'II/lln' 

Thnmas BUI1l!itc:nl, B()~t\ln, I f).;-+ . 

~ Th()!11a~ Clarke: B ustoll . j {,8-
,; Jrlh n COllJe!', BO':'Wll, l('-X 

-+ Hcnn Shrill1l'toll, Bo~tnl1 , 11)(" 

1~"i.~/iI" <' lit /; Cm/Ill:\, 

I I<. iclwrd .'\ wHin, Boston, J-:-'y£l 
2 Thomas Badgc'r, Boston, 1-8~ 
., I: rancj" Bass<:tr, :\c w York , J --s 
+ F"cdcrick Basserr :\ew York, r--S 
; (;eorl£e Culdwell, :\ew York, 1-(1: 

i, \\ 111.- j, J-:l!-.\\'orrh , :\<.' I\" Y')rk, 17'j: 
- Ph ilip Fit.:ld~, :\e\l Ynrk,I-'i'l 
" A I1d r\.' 1\' (; rnn, Boston,1781) 

~ Samuel (;r ee n, 
Bosttln , l -;-S ,) 

l a Thunl:1.s C;rcen, 
Bo:;tnll, '7Xq 

I r H enn' (;rilb , 
\\'at'crhury,' Cr" 
I- (}C 

I : Charlutre llelU, 
P hiladd l'hi:t , T-;<;O 

' ,~ \\'illialll K irl)I', 
~'CII' York, i ; Xl.i 

1+ '\fd ':wen 0: SOil, 
'\ e\\' York, 179+ 

I ~ Amlre ~ li cht:l, 

tit' Il,tti, .... inl'elltion ill 

I ' t: \\' re I' . (ollows i 11 i 111 -

\,tlnalll"l·. \\" :th rh .... e,\ · 
d :l'ri, '11 lot' t ht>\.' lam!,,, , 
th t: ""1"111> "f aU -\11 ll' r i 
c a n I'c' lI t l'l" "hiu:I~ ,In: 
! I >I' ;' 1I \\ c d ( ,: ( I In t h t 
'1 :l[il\' <I, .... r"l11 i ,I1, . 
1\ hI!, in HI 1"11. ,-Ili ·:ed 
111"'1" 01- rll ... ,: r I'"nn ~ 

(\"I.1ll (, 'rcign pin''''''' '11' 

I'rulll .ksi!!f1" (Jlllillt.! 

inr" rht' l',',lllltn Il irh 
t ht' ,r e;1<1\ HmI ,,( illl ­
III i!! r:lf I (On', Thrc\." jin t.. 
l' a': 1... () ( \ \" h:tI t .· - " i I 
1 .. 1I111'~ hI R,,<,,\\ c l l 
C;le:lsnl1llt' !)ordl l' ,",: r, 

I"h· t-·,,!"" " '.!('" h~ ";.! "'; : :" ~Llln:~' }' >'1 'I ~ p:-j, \~ ,~\,.'~ .. 
" H Y\ •. ",!~ " ih I.U!;· l H t ·;q .... ,1'1., \1· ,1"Ih,: ;Hl \. . ;\ . ... . , 

Hf'~il'n 1 '.-\\ ft-i' .... Jp,\,; :1 "., .. h ,_,( 

; :h ,· t .t l'" ,? h~ "'; ,m \, <.."1 J)a n l< lr rh (" 
'\ ~\, Y 'rt;; ! \\ },;1.' : h~· mH~ i ... h ~.- ..! 

:\C\I York, I ~96 
Jfi R(lh<.:rt P<.:arce, 

:\ CI\' York, I -:-C)l 

1- Paul Rt'yen.: , 

\1a"~:I <.: h li "<.:tr$ . \,orkilll£ ahllur I ~ ;~ ; h· .. \\"i ll ialll Cddn 
of Prm ':.I\.'nc\.' , Hlwdc I~ian , l, lI (lrk ' :1!! a'],llur lS~~ an,l hI" 

Slllith ~ Co" ar,~ i!lustroltn t. he'->Il !c-' a ~in!,!!e \;1111\' h~ 
Cal'l'1l ~ '\[olill<.::lII:\ tlf :\ l'I\ ' York , wh(, \\"\:rl..' \\ (l rk ing , 
,'arh ill thl' nil1c' rl..'t' l1t h CelHlIrI . 

(aldc'r ;llll! H ,llnlin ot Pr"I'Ilk'l1ce :tI1,l l ohl! "l'1':I"k of 
Ho~r()11 IIt'rl' rhr\..'e o( the ill'S< ill" rhc latc l" '\ -e\\ I:.n(.!ialld 
<.:r;t('"II1<."1. C;{,oJ C'\;l!lll'lt-, (If r lt l.'l l' \1 Ilrk ar\.. dlll~t;'ar\..·\ l 
f'rum lllark<.:d pie,·c, in tht' l' ldk~'(i()i1 (If tht: \\ ritt'!". C;lIhlk 
"rid", l' i))'l";ngt: r, a nd thl.' l" Ir!~ Rat · ra il "I'I H'!lS makt' in­
r('l"e"ti ng a-ld i tio)), t(l a <"olll',-rin n. _.\ Fh:tn laml'. '·"ill· 
111<,11 enough ill irni1. i!' rhe rar .... ~r III all ]lL'\\ rcr "j,jc,-h r<> 
fill ,l t() l [<l\. J hal <.' "cell hUf" "n\.". 

O llL' sh;ndd h\..· <"areI'll ! in <,'ollcct ing lltlr tu l'ur\·h;I~\..· the 
!ar~'r :111,1 llar-icr ",,!l0\ ~," \I hit .... Illl'ral and Hritr:lll ia \\":11" .... 
all ut \\hid) \Hl"e Illa·nut'anur .... ,1 ill Iarg\.' qll:tl1tilil:~ , 111.1-

,hin<.: rurlll:<! , froll! ahollr t S.!.; , Su j,sc'q uel1t l'in't" lit tnl ... ' 

l'c'\\ (er h~ the "iJl11akcl,-. , .,t" L' \ <:11 larn .l ate , arl.' still tint'; 

1:-- J rllll1 Skinn .... r B(Jston, 1-»:') 
I 'j .lame<, \Yard , J l:tni"('rd, C t ., l-l): 

~o J ohn \\"ekh, B"'own, '-'If! 
~ I 1-!e11r1' \Y ill , :\ <.:11' York, T-~i) 
2 : \\ 'illi ;'tm \Y ill, Phil addphi ;" I-;()(, 

2.; (;. Youk, :\CI\" Yurk, I-;,)K 

_\";II,'/{,'/II11 Ct'liI/{1"\ 

~. l1asf, ~t.'\\. 'yqrk, ~ .l 

~ .I a1111:'i Bird, :\ \.: \\ YlJrk, ,~~C 
Boarciman ~ Co., ;\ \.:1\- York, u.: ::+ 

+ Boa nllllan ~ J larc, :\c'\I' York, TB.::> 

B(l~tol1 , 1- - 0 

T hollla;, D, Hn;rrdl11;tn , Harrford, Ct" I S ~ 6 
(1 \\" iI!iam ('alder, Prol 'idence, R. 1., 181+ 
- Cap~n ~ \f':lillea.u:\; ~o,;,\\ York 
X D. lur ( I~, :\ t'w 1. or;.;:, ~ rJ 
'/ Sa mud I);tn forth . j lartfon l, Cr. 

lC Fuile:' ~ Smith, Culln. \,?) 

. -. - .. ---.~-~---------
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:-'b.lc h~' F,cder; c;,; Hn"c". ~cw York 1l77S) 

Gcrhardt i\: Cu. 
!{oswelJ Glcason, Dorcht:st~'r, \IaSS. 

1 Hcnry Graves, \Iiddleto\\,l1, Ct., r8,VJ 
t Ilall ~ Cottoll 

Samuel E. Hatnlin, Pro\'ideflce, R. I., I S:!o 
LlIc1.1is Hart, :--':cw York, J X2R 
J .afetra &: .-\Ilain~, ;\ew York, I ~ r:; 
I). e) Loch, ;\e\\ York, 182, " 
ThaddelJ~ \Ianning, \liddlert;wn, Ct ., '''-1-'1 

) L. H. Pallthnrl', Phi\a(klphi;l 
C. Parker, ;\cw York cr! 
:\. Pot·tel·, SOllthington, Cr. 
F. Porter, Connccticut ( : \ 
- - Quilkin, Philadelphia ( : l 
C;torgc Hichardson, Bosron, l X :!~ 

, G. R ichan.lsul1, Cransron, H.. 1. 
S. Rust, ;\e\\' York 
Smith I:x. Co., Connecticut (?) 

'1~r . .J ... -- Pr;;WT£R J .A~tl·S J\'\f) CA~I) I.r:."" rI CJ..: ., 

29 John Trask, Bc}srnll, 182':; 

.]0 H. )~. "'art!, "uilford, Ct" 1~ 10 
,)I Thomas \\'ilde:;, :--':ew York, 1X3:! 

':;2 \\'atts i\: Harron 
:13 Yale i\: eu n is, :--.: cw York 
J+ Thomas Youk::\: Co., :--':ew York, I81l 

35 TJHlmas Youk, :--':e\\,York, \ N I 5 

Cllidolliji"d ,-IllIt'l'iC(/J! Pew/eras 
T , B. \1. Co. 

2 \\" B . . \lark: .-\ nellor upright, \\. at left, B at right of 
shank hct\\'el'tl har and hook. 

,) \\'. R,-\Iark: \\'1{ with Crown above. 

In rhl' old ,ia ys the i.t~tidious hOll~e\\'ife kept the pewtcr 
heaurifull~' polished and it \'ied in beauty with the more 
expcnsi n : si ker ut' h..:r IlH'Jrl' fortu na re neigh hors. The 
metal i'i soiter in te:-.rurt:, warmer in ton(;, than silver, 
howt:I'er , and has it fa r nlf)",: plea ~ant "(eel." Personal! y, 
I keep 111\ 01111 Pl,\\·t..:r ill the (ol1dirioll in which 1 happen 
to find it. There is a real pleasure and sarisia~,ti(ln to Ille 
in cOl1rel1lpiating rlll' tine parill:t rhat disting ui shes pradi. 
calh allnf i t. It \I oldd Stc'111 W Illt' sinful to sacrifice this 
l'arina a~ it is the nlO~r' ,l"'iuus and the most attract;ve sort 
;)f e\'ide!K<;' ot' the ;IIHi'luiry ot rht: re <1 I 11' old pieces. Of 
((JlIr~t: if ont: reall~' \,rd'l'r~ f() \lse hi ,~ or her old j1c'wtcr it 
is plailll~ ' llccessar~' tl) keep it brigh t and polished as it 
\\'as kept (If ohi. In an old ::\,"\1' F.nglalld " salr-hox" 
h()u~t:, a!lo\'t' the l!rl';lt fireplace. it makes ;1 111';1\'(;' display 
011 rh, mann:l. -( h t' sllfluhl hL' \'L'r~' carl'tlll in using 
pewter, Ill'\'er HI l'llt il coth,'<;: nr tlapot on d st(l\'e, nor to 
suhiect ;11l\' uf it to hl'at , I t melts HT\, easih' and many 
a fill e pit·t:e has ht 'l'J1 rllined ll\' rl)()lIghtl(;s~lless in thi's 
\\' a,'. 

Tht" n\!o outsidt bn'l'40 :1rl~ by :t \1:!,>..,;u. husctts pt!\.\- tnl'T 1 l{q; er Gk;\<;on . Th~ sm.llh:1 I.imp..., hy Smith ~ CII. of Conn"ctil.-!H . . w.1 the "': <llldl t"ti .. k hy Fuller 
.uH1 Smith, prohahly (.If Cor:.n(.'('tI~tH . 


