


ANTIQUES, June, 1963· 

f' b~o~ hj3 

The Rllhmann collection of decorative pewter 
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En:HY CQLL£("TlO:\ HEFJ.ECTS TilL CO! I.EClun·s personality, 
no less Ulan the Oellcrc of the creati\'c artbt ren>als him­
"elf. Seen from this angle, Dr. h:arl Huillnallll of Yienna 
appears as the typical A ustrian art lovcr of the old school. 
versatile. \\'('!I-informed , preferring tJlHllity a ho\'(' the 
speclacular, and guided b;' a feeling lor intimatc' \<\111(,5. 

His paSSion for the beautiful and rare wa~ shared b:' 
his brother. Fran% Htlhmann ( d. 194G ) , ",hose ('ollectioll 
of medieval and Henaissallcc glass of museum standard 
is no\\' in Dc Karl HuIHnann'; possession and has been 
expanded by him with select items from subsequent pe­
riods, :'\0 less important are Or. Huhm:mn's gaIler:' of 
earh' ninC'teenth-ccntlll'\' \-i('nnese paintings hy such 

artists ,IS \\'alumiilkr. DafBnger. and :\merling. and hi~ 
old Vienllese furnitun', porcelain, ~ik(;'r. and other dec­
orative arts, His spe('inl fundlless for pewter datcs from 
his youth, and he has ad\'anccd gradl\all~' to the undis­
puted prominence which he nO\v holds among Con­
tinental pewter colledors: his cxlcnsh'e collcction ranks 
with the hest ('H'r asscmhled. PcwtE'r of sllch quality 
has hccomc so rare that it would probabl~ lw'impossible 
I'll build lip a comparable collection again. 

D1'. Huhmann's preference is for pewter of JJigh crafts­
manship and finish, embellished with relief casting or 
engraving. Plain household pieces of stmd~', fllnctional 
t~'pc appeal to him far less, In thjs he dilfcrs from man~' 
collectors, who consider the so-called florid I':'po of Con­
tillental pcwter an esth('tic misfit, its ornamentatiun in­
congruolls with the plain character of thc Illateriill. and 
regard British and American pewter as a model of good 
taste a1ld sobriety. :\luch of the pc\\ter that Dc Huh­
mann has col1<.'Cted is what is callcd Edel::inll. This term, 
which means literally noble pe\\'ter, was originated h;: 
Bans Demiani (Franrois Brial, Caspar Ender/cif! 1IIl(1 

das Edel;::;iTlII, 1M),) to deSignate the relief-dccorated 
pewter, chiefl: Frellch and German. of about 1600. 
CradllnlIv the namc has been extended to cO\'cr all sorts 
of uecorlllcd pewtcr, tho1lgh some colIcc:tors maintain 
that it is a contraciic:tion in terms, and that the "noble 
pcwter" itself was a vain attempt to emulate contempo­
rar:' sikcr. The examplcs in Dr. Hllhmanl1's collection, 
hO\\'c\'cr, sho1lld convincc the impartial obser\'er that 
det:oration of pewter may be in harmony with the 
(~stheti(; qualities of the material and that Edel::.:il1/1 is 
nOl merely a substitute for the richer metal. Clearly it 
makes np a class h;' itself, of undisputed originality and 
," htle bl'<lnt\·, 

Dr. nllhlll'ann'~ collection contains some remarkable 
items of decorated Italian pewter. Little is known about 
the craft in [talv which John Huskin in his StOIlCS of 
Vel/ice mClll'ioJ1s'sol11c\\'h,lt disdainfully. The examples 
$Iwwn ht'n' suggest the versatility of Italian pe\\'tcrers, 
w))O practiced ('\'er~' means of surface dc(;oratiol1-
rq)otlss(:, ('Il~ra\'ing (If all kinds, etching, ('\ Cll ('Ilameling 
-and cx('rtcu considerahle influcnn' un the pc\\'ter of 
othn ('OUlItril'S. [11 that ;llld otlJ('r r('sped .... tlds collec­
tion contains llIallY ~Ul'prises, ('\'('1\ I'm the initiated and 
advanced connois!>('ul' . 

. \ selection of items fmlll Dr. Huhmnllll's (·ollcction 
\\'as exhibited in HJ60 at the \ 'lu!>eltll1 Fcrdinandeu1I1 nt 
IlInshrll('k llnder t\w designation Erlcl:,illll (IllS del' 
Sail! III ill 11" Dr. Kart HlIllIl1;il1ll, and a catalo~lle with 
detailed ~le:cripli()ns and splendid illllstra! ions wa~ 
issued Oll tktl occasion . This catalo!!;llP b so informative 
tktt it ,~hnuld form part of ('\'cr:' p~'\\ kr librar:' as a 
,l'andard work of rt'iprf'I1C(', 



. lle.\ar:on,ll flask with scrcw cap, prob'lhl~' S,!X\)H, c. 
700. Jldght 10 inches. Tllo sides are relief cast in an 
ll -oV('r ornamental dC<i!!ll. All illustrations lITC from the 
ol/celioll of 1)r. Karl H,dwuJnIl. 

Austrian tankard, mar.lc !J,' Is,lac "'idl'mann of Linz . 
. lGOO. Height -; inches. Th~' pi('('c combine" simplicity 
nd Ilohles~t'. 

GerJl'I;tll spouted flagon nude at Atlgslmrg b; Ccor::r 
teisslingd; dated 1689. Height about 6 !. jneill's. Cn­
s\lal jn its comhination of stntl-supported ,poul with 
rai~hl-sided bod: ,lI1d ~pre:lding bast'. 

Dtlteh flagons from a grocer~' ~tlild .It :\QH\\·cgel1 . 
"lIand, dat<'d lG9:3. lI eight abollt 10 inches. l'i('('{'S of 
lis' 'ort :,nd (lunli!:- ha\'(;' 1)(,~~ oJlle c\:tn! IIH:ly rart'. 

Candl ,'stid: . S\I'uIi, h. c. 16.'iO. J-l l' ight }) ineill's . :\ 
CCt' \I lw, ,, ,iugular charm ell'pt'mI,; on fprm r.l tl wT {kil l 

""('nr.il i()n . 
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6 Tt,did}) di:,d,. "1....111\' :'l'\,~l;.t("Lath Cl:n­
tur.\' DLIlJiI'tt'1' Hl ;m.hh, ,\ pi('C(' ,,! 

!r .. "t l ... 'lIt\' shO\\'ill~ U1\' Unti'lI"i 
1" "hllj,I' ''' O( 1'''1,, ·,[ ·~\nHlIllcnl.ltloll 
,11 IIk\ ,·d h:- dcr p ""ttill~ of till' b.,{ 1,. 
~ro\ln" , Th(' addili,ltl ,,[ ,Ill ('Il.llil,kd 
"',\ll( 11" un ill 11,,' ("nt, r-.I It clll':.!", 
Ilk,,,!,!,,,l IHI\\ I" W ",Il,i.! .. It,,k ,\. 
'Pi III Brit.!in I- \\,1 II .1' Ilk 'pI. t.· 

,hd \\'IJrklll,lllS],ip md!l,;tl,· tl, .• 1 li", 
\I d' a pr(',cntati()1l pi.,,·.·. Tl,, · P"w, 
t( 1', r', t'Lift JS lltre \.:drrk\d to ,l rtl .... (H. 

I" rfL"diUl1. 

7 C .. r Ilia H d is I •.• -;.rk sc·\<:ul.:,·nlh 
,<'1,111[\' .. 111 IIIlt'rc'lillt; ~;lri.ll1l I)f tb, 
\\ .. 11.1..;1<1\\'11 l'CIH/ II'rIl rUIl/ .Ii,h b\ C.,­
IW' Elldcrlcm of \' Ilrl'JIlhd~ l.jh(l. 
i())». ,0 l'.tlkd 1"·l.III,.· 1,1' tI .. · r.·li.-f 
li:,;ur .. o( Tl'lllpcr •• IH., III the (1I11!iIl, "'I 
1'.",.,d (,(· Ilter. Ilere th,. ,,1.Ih,)I':lt<' ('a'l 
d,·coJ'.( tion fullo\" th .. uri (!i ll.tl model 
hut til(' CClltra1 n)(~(b li i()1I I, occupied 
h~ ' th(' "'(!uestriall figure of GusLlnls 
.\dolplm<; of SWedCIl. who in 1629 bc­
si<'~I'(1 \'uremherg in l;lin. \\'as thi, 
di>]' illtf'!1(lt-d ,1< - •• dft 10 th.: Kin,; 
(1"111 ': llIp.llltizill',! p.lrti"\lh~ 

8 [Ld, .,n (pnJb"bly \'pnl'lilln) pl.,l.· . 
.. ark ~e\ elllt;cnlh century. Diamc!ter 
.Iboln V in('h('~. Dec(lrated with re­
IIVU., \t: bo:-:se5 rind '\\.'rigg[cd" ('ngr;l\' -
111~ Snch simple but effcct i\'e re-
11<111.,,,; work. with eillwr wriggled or 
,tr,ti'.!ht-cllt <!ngfolllnL!:. was dear 10 
tl,,' \·t'lldi.m p"wll'rl'l, of the si\­
t.·.·nth e,'ntllf.\' and 1.lllr. It passed 
,,\t'r th" .-\lp" ,llIe! W;t, .t1~() pO[llllnr 
\\ itl. "w"IllI)t'r~ PCWh'fN, toward tIlt' 
"nd "I' tl.l' 1.5()O\. but the :'\orlhcn, 
"I I'.!!';" ill'.!, thou!!h '()nwtimc$ full of 
,,1t.1I"1lt.>r. \\ Cl' n~1 '0 !!1;ll·"ftll and r," 
1111,·" .• ' Ill\' ILdj.w. . 

9 C, 1ll' •• 1I pl •• t.- [)\ \'II'I,ol.J, !lord.· 
h .• III ",I'. \\ hI) \\ orktd .11 :\ nn:lIlbf'rg 
L'ifi l -!.')r,·) . ])iallle!I'[ .. bout !J im.hc'. 
H. ·li, f ca,l in ;, ;tr"pII'ork de'i~Il, 

10 C .. nn.H1 hrO ,ld·rllll dish \\\111 
r.II'.,d uwho. ('. 16()O; touche, \I"id,'n­
tdwd. pfilh.thly .1 pin'" hdol1~m!!; t" 
,df:lj,,:e(l L!:tliltk Dj,l1lHkr J.; ",,:in" 
[I,,· ,"~ra\ in~ j, .t lil'" C\,\IIlP'" .. I 
1'''1',,1..1' drt. 

11 C"rllh'll iLL pi<'lu·d plalt", "!' 
dl'I, nUl: lll:1d ... hv IOfi.11l1l \roll!.!,,,,,.:: 
!'lIu. :\.II·': Illlwtl:.' .... ],;',0: h".IUliill[!: 
, ll~rd\ (.( 1. 

12 11 .;\ •• rid" \\ ill< (',)01. r 0\ llllHlt.'ilL 
';'1" Io."d" l,y S"h .• ,tian Llpp Jr. d 
L",oI,III'(.' 1-;:20, ]),alll(t,'r J~': 
'lIt'I,(~.;, '1'111' ril'llli< '" of Ill<' h"nlll'" 
11'1111 ,dl(.l rpli, .. f. dt'l(jl .. tllilll i~ l'll­

'!.\Jh' r n 11\ th,< ,(1ft ullor :lnd 11,. h 
"IIIL" t' tt'\tllrt. 0) d,(\ lr.,llt_ri;.'~. 
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