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Tt is not until the XIth and XTith centurics tb.at we o 5‘“‘,-;

find any dire& refereace to English Pewter.

The first Ordinances of the London Pewterers’ Com:
pany were made in 1348, but the Guild, or Craft, was

 already in being before that date. York followed in 1419,

- and from that time onwards we find rcfereaces to Guilds :
- in many centres, a full list of which will be foundatp. 2 .

of my " Old Pewter, Its Makers and Marks.”
Notasingle dulyauthenticated piece of English Pewter

of carlier date than the XVhth century is known to |

exist, and very few of that century, so that the colleBor’s

period narrows down to the XVIith, XVIITthand carly

XIXthcenturies, after which theindustry rapidly declined.

To obtain any idea of the types which obtained before

and during the XVIth century, we muét look to the

Contincot of Europe, where many fine examples, from

the XIth century onwards, are preserved.

- Their carlick types were very massive, inspired by

- Bronze, Trcen and Clay examples; indecd, the evolutions
( icse media can be cleatly
demonstrated from cxifting specimens. In Sandinavia
~ we find pewter coffee-pots, bound around the lip and

of pewter-types from all

 basc with imaginary bands, and side by side with them

‘we can place vessels in Treen, in form almof identical, |
whosc Staves are held together in the same places by

aftual bands of supple willow, a very @riking inftance of
a conftrultive principle developing into a decorative

- feature—again, many of the medizval Hanseatic
E:lm“ fiagons might well have been worked up froma
- ball of clay thrown on the potter’s wheel, they are

entirely devoid of mouldings or decoration save for a

delightful band of relief ornament running down the g
back of their massive handles, s decorative feature which -
persifted until the eary XVIIIth century in scveral

_distrifts,

. The earlict »pcﬁzcz ,ﬂ:;.goxis_ had bulhbus—}getamic‘iﬁ- 7

- spired—bodies, and as evidence that thcvgcw:cmrs found
some of their carlicst inspirations in the work of the

potter, one may indtance the fa& that the early pewterers |
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. sometimes styled themselves  Amphorarum fusores or

Amploratores.

- No man can bind within a fixed chronological period
~ the age of Bronze, Treen, Ceramics, or Pewter, which
. arcin reality Stages in man’s civilisation. L

Existing Roman Pewter plates and dishes differ but

lide from those of the XVIIIth century, and it is in .

‘hollow ware that the greate&t change may be noted,
The Bronze influence is also great, for the trade of the

" g:wzcmr was frequently coupled with that of the Brass, -

clland Gun Founder, fromwhich the source of influcnce

~ issogreatas to need no &ressing, but we have records of
~ Bronzeand Pewter vessels so similar in form that from
- aphotopraph it is difficult to ditinguish between them:
~ British pewter for the most part is more reftrained,
- more * pewtery ' and more intimate than that of any

othce country, perhaps excluding Holland and Scandi-
navia, whose inhabitants, like ourselves, are homely

) pcofl’cs. Itseeks no outward embellishments, for it was
maa . |

e for hard usc and hard cleaning.

FLAGONS :—

- Elizabethan pewter flagons were of the bulbous form,
- but with the advent of James I they took on a slightly

. tapering cylindrical shape, with plain domed covers,
 bold ovolo bases, and ere&—continental inspired—
thumbpieces. This tyrc———m!l with a tapering cylindrical

body, but differing slightly in its base and cover, and
with the growing tendency towards mouldings—heldthe
field almo$t unchallenged throughout the XVIith
century. In Scotland, with the exception of the rare
* pot-bellied " type, it obtained until the mid-XIXth

ceatury,

: Thé’cariy,ﬁnc,‘.swccpmghzmdicsnccumhcdiaEnginﬁd
in the mid-XVIIIth century to one with a break inits
centre knownas the “ double-handle,” quite goodinthe

best examples but lacking the purpose of its fore-

runner, o . g
 Towards the middle of the XVIIIth centary the
bulbous form—of a debased type—again appears.




ol clled, plnished,” to toughen the me

- The English Balugier-me it
~ cumference nearly iden
~ its unique flat circular

~ measure from the time

.

colleétions; indeed, a colleétion confined to the several

~types of BaluSters would form a life interest alone,
- The XVIIth century tankard had a single, flat-domed
-~ lidand a drum devoid of all but base and lip mouldings,
- The finest examples of these haveasomewhatabruptbue
- mo& pleasing bend in the handle, eatircly opposed to the
- sweeping curve of the succeeding Queen Anné—Geor-
- gian period. Itis oncof our most sought-after types, for
- these tankards, sometimes plain and at others covered = |
- with wriggled-work decoration, have an allure all their ™~ |

~ own. From the end of the century until well into Queen

- Annc’s reign we find this lid with 2 body to whicha S
single fillet has been added around the drum, and also
with 2 phin drum and a second dome added to the lid

known as the ** double-domed ” Ed. -

:  This latter type held the ﬁef&: until the middle ;vftbc
- XVIIth century, when the inverted pear-shaped body |
- came into exiftenice, to be finally partnered by a debased

- form of the late XVIIth century $traight-sided form,

 Astankards, measures and tavera pots these two held - .
- the ficld, lidded and unlidded, until the preater cleanli-
. mess of china, enamelled iron, and what not, adminigtered

. thecospdegree. e e
A sma was cat, not spun, and then turned 10 the

dishes being afterwards hammered, or as it was techn

~_ 1f one takes hold of & well-bammered pl

- . hands and gives ita slight twigt, and then ~dcs.thmsm§¢j -

e

‘thickness on a lathe and polished, plates and |

~ with a provincial unhammered example, it-will at once

. be apparent to the least initiated what Qeength this

 Untilabout theend of the XVehcentury hollowwares

erc caft in two halves, vertically, that is, they were

. remained ever since,

. On the carliest flapons the upper part of the handle =
- usually left the lip of the vessel at a downward slant;
from thence onwards throughout the XVIith century
it was more at a right-anple, but from the beginning of

- the XVITith century it had acquired a diftinft upward
_sweep, sec diagram, i e

~ Lole

o E".A.futﬂ@'vﬁoint’ahout éa’dy handles was thcmk:ihﬁc} of
 fixing about the lagt inch of their lower ends flat against

the body of the vesscl, an almot infallible proof of the
pre-1550 period. From that time onwards this lower

. . terminal was turned out from the body, first as a plain

. outward sweep, then with the tip slightly turned down,
- and later this tip was developed into all manner of
_decorative features, such as shiclds, balls, dolghins’ .
- tails, ctc,, until finally a peneral decadence was achieved.

Prom some 6,000 Pewterers recorded in “Old

~ Pewter, Its Makers and Marks” I have sclected some
~ seventy-five names as being sesponsible for probably

~  fifty per cent. of the cxifting London Pewter, and some

_of whom mu# have had very cxtensive businesses, 6.2,

the Alderson, Cleeve, Cotton, Compton, Fly, Fasson, =

}Ipscg b, Leapidge, Smith, Townsead, Watts and Yates

joined from top to bottom, but from thence onwards :,' ‘5 .
- the horizontal section grew in popularity and was uni-
- vemallyadopted within the next fewyears, and sojthas
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