








Measure ml | oz

Pre-Imperial Scottish pint 1721 | 60
Post-Imperial English pint 568 | 20
French pinte, Paris 931 | 32
Contemporary bottle of wine 750 | 26
Contemporary Lyon pol 460 | 16
Posson (1/8 Paris pinte) 116 | 4
Post-Imperial English gill (1/8 quart) 142 | 5

Pichet Forms

The forms of pichets were as varied as
their volume names were. The pichet forms
characteristic of particular regions have existed
for very long times—from “time immemorial,”
one writer says.'" Nor were these regions
confined within the present national borders.

The United States shared no border witha pewter-
producing country during the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries. American pewter forms can
be said to have been influenced only by pewter
imported from England and by the pewter made
by a few skilled immigrants who brought with
them the forms of their homelands. But France
shares its eastern border with Belgium, Germany,
and Switzerland.'? Tt is separated by only a few
miles of water from the British-owned Channel
Islands, and the North Sea crossing from
northern France to Scotland, while hazardous
at times, was a standard trade route."” In eras
of rapidly shifting power, commerce was more
likely to be dictated by cultural links or natural
features rather than by political allegiances. It
is not surprising that pewter made in France
and pewter made in a region of a neighboring
country with longstanding ethnic, cultural or
commercial ties to France should demonstrate
similarities.

Charles Boucaud divided French pichets into
three prototypes based on their shapes: baluster
or bulbous, shouldered, and truncated cone. The
bulbous and shouldered forms often coexisted
in the same regions, especially in the north of
France. The truncated cone, which Boucaud
believed to be the oldest form, generally did not
overlap geographically with the other two."

The most obvious example of a link between
the French truncated cone and one from another
country is the striking similarity of Alsacian
pichets to German flagons, hardly a surprise
since Alsace has been at times part of France,
at times part of Germany. Figure 2a shows an
early-eighteenth-century ~ Strasbourg  pichet
made by Jean-Frédéric Borst, and Figure 2b
shows a familiar and similar German flagon
form, this one made by Johann Gottfried Rothe
of Nuremberg in the late eighteenth century.

Fig. 2a. Picher marked
by Jean-Frédéric Borst
(1703-1767). Strasbourg.
Height 12Y4 inches.
Author’s collection.

Fig. 2b. Wine tlagon
made by Johann
Gottfried Rothe
(1767-1804),
Nuremberg. Height
10 inches. Reproduced S
from the Bulletin article *
“The Rise and Fall of
European Pewter” by
Kenneth D. Barkin,
Volume 9, Number 7,
p. 134. Private collection.”



The truncated cone is also found farther south in France, in Lyon and Vienne on the Rhone River
and in Clermont-Ferrand in the south-central Auvergne. In all three cities it is the dominant if not
the only pichet form. Figure 3 shows a Lyonnais pichet dated to the last quarter of the seventeenth
century. Especially noteworthy in the pichet is the small hole drilled into its neck, which marks half
a pot de ville at 0.525 liters. Filled to the top. the pichet holds half a pot de cloitre, 0.620 liters. A
neat example of how to pour two volumes with one pichet! A similar pichet from Clermont-Ferrand
is shown in Figure 4.

Fig. 3. Unmarked picher from Lyon on the Rhéne in
southeastern France. The pichet contains 0.525 liters to
the small hole punched in the neck, half a Pot de Ville
standard, or 0.620 liters to the top, half a Pot de Cloitre
standard. Height 7 inches; late seventeenth century.
Author’s collection.

Fig. 4. Unmarked pichet from Rion. near Clermont-
Ferrand in south-central France, Height 7% inches; mid-
eighteenth century. Photograph courtesy of Jan F. H. T.
Beekhuizen,



Lyonnais and Swiss pewterers and merchants regularly moved back and forth between the two
countries, following the natural conduit formed by the Rhone River that ran between the Alps and
the Jura mountains. Like France, Switzerland boasts a wide variety of measure forms, including the
truncated cone. Figures 5 and 6 show two variants of the form from Sion. the capital of the Valais,
on the Rhéne river. The comparability of the Swiss and the French forms is apparent.

Fig. 5. Swiss flagon marked by Pier Toni Simaval. Sion.
on the Rhéne in the Valais in southwestern Switzerland.
IHeight 8 inches; mid-cighteenth century. Photograph
courtesy of Jan I H. H. Beekhuizen.

Fig. 6. Small Swiss flagon marked by A. Prevot. Sion.
Height 3.3 inches: mid-eighteenth century. Photograph
courtesy of Jan F. H. H. Beekhuizen.



Variants of a general bulbous flagon shape were made all along the northern European coast from
Normandy and Picardy through Lorraine and into Belgium. Whatever the evolutionary timeline of
the flagon forms now identifiable as uniquely Guernsey or Jersey. their general resemblance to both
the English baluster measure and the more bulbous northern French pichet is evident. Jersey and
Guernsey measures were made not only in the Channel Islands but also in England, in some cases by
native Channel Islanders working in London. Nonetheless, the Jersey and Guernsey forms are closer
to those of France. Woolmer and Arkwright pointed out some of the similarities and discussed the
linguistic, cultural and physical links between France and the Tslands, which are only fifteen miles off
the French coast.'* They singled out the remarkable similarity between some baluster type Normandy
pichets and the Guernsey form. This similarity is illustrated in Figure 7 with a Guernsey flagon and
a pichet from Falaise in lower Normandy, very near the Channel Islands.

Fig. 7. (Left) Half gallon lidded Guernsey measure marked by A. Carter, England. Height 11% inches; mid-eighteenth
century. Author’s collection. (Right) Unmarked lidded pichet from Falaise in Normandy. Height 12 inches: later eighteenth
century. Author’s collection.
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The northern European bulbous pichet varied in form with both date and place, but was not limited
to France. Boucaud noted that it can be very difficult to determine whether certain bulbous pichets
were made in France or in Belgium, particularly since both regions favored makers’ marks containing
roses.'® Figure 8 illustrates this difficulty with a pichet made by Antoine Joachim Joseph Chuffart
in Lille in the last quarter of the eighteenth century and a “kannetje” made by Michel-Balthazar-
Francois Boisacq in Doornik (Tournai) in Belgium in the same time period. Clearly this specific form
extended throughout a region that spanned the two adjoining countries.

Fvirg. 8a. -Pichel marked by Antoine—J.oachim-Josbeph'
Chuffart (b. 1764). Lille. Height 9 inches. Author’s
collection.

Iig. 8b. Flagon marked by Michel-Balthazar-Irancois
Boisacq (1739-1830), Doornik (Tournai), Belgium.
Height 9 inches. Photograph courtesy of Jan . H. H.
Beekhuizen from his November 2004 catalog. p 6.



Shouldered forms were also made along the
north coast of France, particularly in Normandy,
as well as in and around Paris. The shouldered
measure is characteristic of Scotland but not of
England, suggesting that the established trade
linkages between France and Scotland may
have facilitated an interchange of pewter forms.
Although the Scottish tappit hen (Figure 9a)
does not closely resemble the typical nineteenth-
century shouldered Normandy pichet, shown
in Figure 9b, a relatively rare early French
form, one of three associated with Picardy that
Boucaud assigned to the end of the seventeenth
century, is much more suggestive of a tappit
hen (Figure 9¢). The tappit hen as well as the
later shouldered Normandy pichets could have
derived from early prototypes similar to the one
shown in Figure 9c.

Fig. 9a. One-cighth Imperial gallon tappit hen marked
by R. Fullerton. Paisley, Scotland. Height 8 inches: mid-
nineteenth century. Author’s collection.

Fig. 9b. Unmarked Normandy pichet. Height 8% inches;
nineteenth century. Author’s collection.

Fig. 9c. Early form of Normandy pichet dated to the end
of the seventeenth century and designated by Charles
Boucaud a Type 11 Normandy pichet. Reproduced from
Boucaud (note 1). p 227.



The few examples in this article are by no means representative of the full range of pichet forms
produced in France prior to 1800. They were selected specifically to illustrate the more striking
relationships of French pichets to measures made in other countries. In one example, the Normandy
pichet, the best comparison to the Scottish tappit hen is not even the form that is most characteristic
of Normandy. Many other variants of the three basic forms are found throughout France, often
demonstrating evolution within a single region. But whatever their sizes and shapes, all of the early
French pichets were made for use, not for show: they have in common simple lines and unadorned
surfaces that showcase the natural luster of pewter.

The author would like to thank Jan F. F. H. Beekhuizen, Amsterdam, The Netherlands, for graciously
making his photographs available for this article.
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Except as noted. all the data in this section are taken trom Charles Boucaud. Les Pichets D ‘Etain: mesures & vin de
'ancienne France (Paris: the author, 1958), Chapter IL, pp 28-29 and Chapter I11. pp 37-44. 69-80.

Tardy, Les Etains FFran¢ais (Paris: Tardy, xxxx) (in four volumes), Volume 1, p 12,

Some of these are Michel Belloncle. Les Etains (Paris: Griind. 1968); D. Stard, Pewter Marks of the World
(London: Hamlyn, 1977); ABC Collection, Les Etains, B. A. Dourott, Eiains Francais des XVIE et XTIIF Siecles
(Paris: Massin. xxxx); and most importantly, Tardy (note 2), especially Volume 4.

Boucaud (note 1), Chapter VI, pp 244-263.

In contrast to the ubiquitous bulbous British pub measures containing tiny fractions of a pint, which are used for
dispensing insufficient whiskey to float an ice cube.

Boucaud (note 1), p 237.

Boucaud (note 1), p 151.

Boucaud (note 1), p 163.

Boucaud (note 1). p 214. Currently in the United States. an amount equivalent to the misérable, about two ounces, can
be found in a tasting flight of wines or, in some wine bars, as a “sip” to be added to a five- or six-ounce glass.

" Boucaud (note 1), p 193.

Douroff (note 3). p 15.

Its borders with Italy and Spain are less important for the manufacture of pewter. since with a few notable exceptions
most French pewter was made in the north.

When we lived in Newcastle upon Tyne. about 1970, I bought strings of onions and garlic from a northern French
{armer who came regularly to northern England. probably on a fishing boat. Also emblematic of the trade network
between Scotland and the north coast of Europe is the Scottish volume the mutchkin, which was probably derived from
the Dutch word mutseken.

Boucaud (note 1), pp 11-13, 83-85.

Stanley C. Woolmer and Charles H. Arkwright. Pewter of the Channel Islands (Edinburgh: Bartholomew. 1973),

pp 15-16, 20-24.

Boucaud (note 1), p 41.
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