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Ft, 1-'1'\\0,1 L, ·'DI.I:(' PORRI"<.u< '}"\ ' ;'<" [ 

Th:~ :s rh .. : UU~\! to ~\ hit..'h tht: Iht J'!rtur,'J on Ib.: CO\ a ht:1I,ng<:. ni.un\'[~:r. J.:. \t.:nt:mt'(t-rS;. 

SOl11e Pe\vter of England 

flY ,\[JULl'IfE RIFF 

A' IU\:C; th~' l'~'I\tt."n\·art' l'r"L!!1~'~'d h;' the .. !irllTL'nl 

cOllntril'; ut rllr"l~(" lhelc L'xi~I'; a ,l;l"nul' 11"1~ich. 

11'lch .l[ooci rL':I:'OIl. I:; much :")lI,:!lll :lIll'r bl' e .. lIee,· 

tors: this gr<'ur c('Il~i,t:' "i thl" }'I'lrill!?l'I":' \Iith decoratcd 

li~l and halhilc"' ... Iatin:.: froJl1 The <<:n'ill,'l'1l1h and ci~ht

lentil cCl1\uric:,. 
III Fr;<l1Cl', Ilh<.'re Tili" '1:'lc- "f rC~'tTt:ld,' \I'a:, llh'1",' par

lieulark Jc'·elol'cd. thc ;'<:II·ICI"\.'r,: tlf g'.n",!t-:lUx, 1.}·PIl:'. 

ROllcn. and :'t r;l~b"lIr:: r1" .. lucl",1 1111e '!,l'cill1cn:', Llcc,,

r:llc,1 sometimc,; with llH:dalli"n:" :",lllctimL'" 1\ irh Luut" 

,\,1\' or l.oui" ,\\' omalllcl1tatinn.'" In erc:,1 Brilain. al:'tI, 

"imiiar piece:, I1 <.'1"(: rr"dUCl'J. hut 1 ilL'I' ,;eclll 1(, be rath<.'r 

r:l!'c: at anI' r:lll' I\'e Jo 1\01 tind :In~' of them rCI't"utiul"ed 

ill HOII ard H('r~chci l"ut1elell'" tint' \':<>1'1-;, .\<lliulltl! J,-,"pl'''

Of' Old !'l"i·!<'r. 

, In the cou!",,' nf nul' stll,lie': Oil 1'('\1'lenl;1I"C in Frallce,T 

Ill' canlt' acro~~ ;Ill analog()ll:' 1'.Il\!lisll bll\1! ;I; an c:-;ampk' 

fur c01ll!'ari:'ol1, ,ind ,ince the tJiwr of ,\;\T!f~l'ES \\'a~ 

<0 kinJ as I,", bril1\! to our allentioll thrcl' ;.iIllibr !'leCeS, 

·.-\doHt" Rdi' I~n l:',I1IJ; S;,a.rOI)!O'J:.tfslJ du dJ!' ,:u /fp' S!t··l/~. 19:;

T:-\dojphc I~!tf. iOrj,::r<n'" Ji'{'lIUJ 01 f"p: ,"( Frt:m.h Pe,\,'ter). 

I. 1.t'J f.'(lfI'/;t.! t: B(J!n/lt;t! P()rnn~>..:n:.) {f,:..,. 

11. 1.:'$ .iigw,,.,,! rH ('(H!l!/(' I h·ln.lt:'(-sh;lf'ed <:W\":"I) {?:"~' 

\I't" :ll"e w,la\ in ;1 p05it.ion 10 il1troduce w collector:; a 

I;llk group II·jtb JecoratiollS in relief. which dc,;ef\'cs 

altt"lIti~n for the qu;dity of its executic)I1. \10$[ of the 

1..111'\\'11 itl'IllS in tltis group arc illustrated here. Reference 

10 1\\'0 ;iJJitional porringers is maJe for the ,;;rkc of 

<"om pi Cl L' ne,:,. 
ror the bette:' comprehe1lsion of our brief study, \\'C 

,:hall fir':l !!il'e ;1 SUlllmalY description of the character

i:'l ic,; of each porrin!!,er l\'\'C c()nsiderc~\. 

TYPE!. (Co;'t'r itlltstratiOIl) ,\ porringer liJ: crowlled 

bU:its on the rieln and left. In the centre four shicld$ 

hearing the <In;'lS of England, Scotland, anJ Ireland, I 

:dtcn:atinl! with 1ll01l0[!rams.* Around thesc, within the 

~race oet;\"cen tll"O c~)I1cel1tric circles. the inscriplion: 

! I US f :.'if) f f:UL / :,\/.'1 L: LP i:'NSE. l\bo\'e 1 he whole. a 

t'!"O\I'11 held b~ t\\'O an~c1s; beneath, the monogram fr. 
.1/. R.t Three linle handles. each in the form of twO 

ani!cl5 in relief holding a CI"O\\"I1. 

·The-~t· ~tll\,'''h art~; top .1:ld horrom, tht: three l!on~ pOIS$.J.nt, .1gd the FrtnCh 

"t.'llr~d(,·~h ... tht" lancr addni ,n IJ~O In rccognirlOtl ot Edw.'1rd Ill's i..'1;um to 

rh,,' t,.Town of Fritnre) feprCscfltltll! r.ngl;\nJ~ at the kt"r, the lion rarnr:1n( of 
Scorl:tnd: .It (h~ rij.!hr. rh\.." harp of irdand. 

iThe Inl tla', h",'c hun "ario"sl~ rc:td, as I. 1(", ,\I. R. ami as W, R .. 1/./1. 
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Fig. :! - TWO-IIA:<ULEU POiUUX"ER A:-;l> LID (Type III 

The monar~:hs reprcst'rltt"d .An,' Killg \\"jlli.ull of England. Prmcc,' ot" Or:ingl. ... and 11!!= wife, (~II('t"11 'tar,. The: kuoll {'If tilt" lid 1" It! rlH: (Vim ot :1 l,'(H,j.: 

In the botTom of the bowl itself (Fig, I): a circuLir 

mcJallioll represelltillg the bust of a persollat!e ill the wit! 

anJ costume of the period: on his left the letter If". OIl 

his ri/!ht the lcuel' R (\\'illiam Re.'i'. 0l'ell\\'ork handb, 

\I'ith beaded edges, repre~elltillg t,,·o lhlphills ill relief 

facilH,' each orher. l"lJderlleaTh Olll' halldle a Illark: a W,l' 

;urm~untcd by a bishop's mine aild accompanicd h~' Iht' 

initials If. S. (Coflrclion .f .-/dolplll' RI~rl. SlrclJbol,rg.) 

TYI'E la, .\ \"er~' ~imilar bc)\\,1 11111', :\0. 22,~21 at the 

~llISl'llll1 of 1)ecorati\'e .\rt at Drl'!'-Icll. The 1!,Illdil' \.1 

the lid ill the share of a little cock: ,:ame mark . 

TYPE IJ. (Fig. 2) Lid: bu,t,: right ,IIIJ leit in all (1\";11. 

In the Ctllll"C, a rose >'llnllOUlltcd b:' a crtHI'II, h(':walh, 

the !1)on;)gram fr . ..If. R.t III the cel1trt oi Ihe lit! ,I -111,1
11 

ur'righl kindle in the ,hal'e ()f a c(lck. 

.\1 the bottolll of the h(m I. il lllcd;dlinll ;:htl\\·in\! till' 

sat!le bu,!~ ;IS [he lid: ;t small rme II'ilh fllli;t!!l", llandl,,:, 

Cif irregular outli1le \I,i tll 0J'l'l\\I'ork, hUI wit h ,I :'l110()t h 

surbct'. ,\L1rk: 1, If". on:r a p:lir ot ~calc". E"~l'.'i In"li

lute. Salem, \Ias:'achusel1S.) 

TYI'J:: Ill. (FigJ, 3, 4, (/Iltl 5) Lid (F!): . -11: bu;;t>' tu the 

left and right. In the centre, a rl>st: ar(.und, ht't\l'~'l'n 

111"0 pcarlcd circles, tht' imcription: GO]): .'\,-1 "I;': /'. 

GFORGE: AA'/): OCEEX: .1.\,,\,. The 1\'lde sllrn)(luntnl 

h\· it crown; belle,~lh, the monugralll .f .. I.~ The lll'ri,t!ilt 

handle, placed in the centre (If the ro~e. is in the hrl11 \>( 

two linle angels holding a Cro\\·11. 

:\t the bottom of the' bOld (Fig, 5), a circular relief. ;1 

PCrSOlJllage in a flowing c\nak, holdilli! ill dlt' ri~d1t h;1nd 

an olive branch, ill the left, a sheet of parer on II"\1ich 

appears the follo\l'ing inscription in ei!(11l lines: 'j'{)

l-JJROJ> E -N:'.,lCE - I-Cl /,F -I.F. 1'-.\',-1 TiO..\'S - If.1 JlIT . 

Ut·E. i\bo\'c, a monogram l!i\'illg the II'ord RL\I/'j(."}·:. 

'Th:ll~k!<i arc Jilt' to the d!rt:t."tor of rh\.' l1;tI'C:UIlI f<'r rill" i:dbrrn;trl(JI~. 

fr~CI l{sJ one of them r(n:T~".'d IHa\ ' O('cur hcrc--1c:r /I't/I"nu Rt·.\; ,\/./1.' 

RtXf:ltl. . 

!Thcsr. iniri:ds have also been rt"ad as (,~ . . t., but n:alh' apl'!.':lr to h ... {\\l> 

d's, oOc uf [hell} ft:ver!!cd, though tht: i()fti'~ I"nay iorm a. G .. 

II"-l1"izor1tal nj1cllll',Jrk ha!ldle, ill the forlll of t\\'O dolphim 

in relief. :\ lark: .1. 11". ullcle!" a CfC\\"Il. (Col/ra/oil oJ ,\frJ, 

_,f. 'f' . Thawr. /)"dl/(//II. ,\laJJ(/Chll.f(IIJ ) 

TYPE I \'. (Fig. ()) LiJ ~iTllilar, hut t'Xl'cl:tion nil! quite 

;;0 hne. ("specialk the rn,.;l'. The ill~criplion re;lds: COD: 

S./I·F: f'Rf.\'C: C;U)N.GE: .,Hn (le!:'!:'.\': .1SN: (Cnl

It'rliu)/ of 'f'hr h'ditM ,;l .\:\"T!Ql"I~-;,r> 

'1')"1'1'. \". Silllibr b"II·I, hut (.f clull1,in t\ccution. hu,;t" 

;ll1d rf'''C. bUi \\":1 hrHI1 in,ni!>lio!1 Thl' n,.;t' surmollllted 

b:. an""!t. Oil tlw lid rllll't' -111,.11 11;111<1:t', ill t he shape of 

cClck", \\'hich ,en t: a:' Iq!' 1I licll the il1\ <'!"led lid i< \J;'t'l! 

;;- a l'i:t!l', 
.\i ,he hlli1()1I1 (,i i11l' h,,\\ I tilL' -;Itlll' relid it" Ihat ;11 

h(l\\'1 .,f 11'1'(' 1\, ,wc! lht, ,,,nIt handle,;. {Rcpr"cillced ill 

the 1Il;1~;t/.inv rh,. (,"1111 II'.J ! ... ,,·II!'. II)Oq. I'. 121. I\·ilit Ill1 indi

C;lii"ll as t" \I ;l("!!tn till' ril'<'c h;l, ,I 1'('\\"ll'ITr'" lllark J 

Thl':'t' I'llrril1l:,'r, al'" intellll",! 1(' Cfllllllll'l1l,lr;ttl' 

tileir lln'IILlii('ll !c"IC' nn ,!(,~d{'( ";1 tilt" ,uhjcd th,· 

n:i\!ll~ uf En!!ii,1; ,(,\'I'r, i:.!Il,. l1'o(;,bll' t k'l "f ()lIl't'~l ,\nlh' 

<tlld Cif "jll~ \\illi:tl1l III \\h"~l"ru:,· \\;,- !In,' "f 1I:t' 

most ~l:.ri('ll:' if>!' Cre:!] Bril;lin. 

Tlw in,crir"i, It, .. 1 1\\'" I><tll!. Il\"'t" III ill1,1 1\") illel1-

tiOll, ill fact. (JUtTII .\nnl.' 17(12 1;'1/1 "11<, iter hu,b,llId, 

Prince Cl'r,r;!\" nf l),'IlIl1:tI'j" 1\ hile- t ht' III 111 I>l! l";t 1ll , 'I"-.lf 

<)f nl'l! (ttitn b .. \\"j,; Ilq'l'" I anJ 11) l'an 'tnh' rder 111 

\\ ' illiaJ1l I11 i I()SU 1;'(121 ;111.1 t" hi' \Iift, .\Iarl'. Two pr 
thl' bowl, h,I\(: ;11 thc h"I!'llll :t llWlhllit>ll r,·latil"C tl> 1 Lt' 

Pl,;,ce (Of RI',II'ick 1/(11,1;';, till' m<>-t im!'(lrtallt hi5tmicd 

l'I 'CIl! l.i t itl' rl 'i !!ll of \ \ illiaJ11 I [i ()n\, "i t he I'Orrillger~ 

I t~·f'c \ ') bear .. l1l'ithn in,;criPl 1tlll 1101' 111f'IlO,t!l":11Il. but. in 

it,; I!ellt'ral (har:ldn ;111-1 hI" The 11lt'tLdli(l1l al llle l.)(Itt'll!) 

of {he bml·!. it i, I"e!;,(nl rl', the l'r,'cnlillf! 1110lkk 

The b,," b ,Lttl', thell. ir"lll rhe l'ud Cli tht' :'l'\ "l1tl'e!11il 

ce!Hun ;tnei tltt' hl'~itinln!! t.f tit,· ci ,!!hrt't' l1th h',OIn Iltl' 

1'(lil1l ui \ inl' ui ;tni:'tic t'.\ct"uti!ll1, lhl'~ ;,rt' IIf ullCqu;!i 

Cjualit\,. 'I'll' \! (If t Itelll ~t;tlld ('ut -haq'k ir<'l11 lltl: otht'r,. 



h,' :1 111 0 n.: careful 
dcc<lr;ttl{.n, :t liner 
relict. a het In p'll
l'ral l"(~'Cl1t lOll. Thc;c 
;11',:; tir';I, mudcl I, 
,\illt thc hl,:t, "f 
\\ 'illi;l1ll alld \ lar: : 
:Ind, nC.\t, ll1t1llc! Ill, 
1\' i 1 \; \ it c h 1I ~ 1 ~ (l f 
Pri IlC..: (;l'(~rgc a lld 
()Ut'cn ,\I\llC, The 
Il\ iter blm'" a lit t le 
les~ 11nL'. ha\'c the 
c!taracicri:'tic~ oi 
copies in spircd h~' 
t hc !nodel, :tircadl' 
citcd, 

Thl' mallner in 
",llicit the C!Tat,,!, of 
the t \'pl' succl'cded 
ill l:!!'C)ul'inl! ;111 th,' 
nrn:lllll'lllat:nn tlK t\\'(I busts, t he cr>1\\'I1. 
ill(' IIlSl', the bliat:e, tilt, Illscril'lilln, and 
thc lI1()llOg:';tlll Iln a circular 'lid'ICl', 
d':noles :1 I ery iIH!l'ni(lu, dccor;ltl\,' ,ell, .. , 
It Il'ill he noticed that thi" dl'si!!1l tq'l.' Il'as 
I'I't:scITel! bl' I he llt ill'!' j'('\I', ners, \\'h:1 1l11h

Illodili ct.! the dCI'li t, of it:' arrall~l'llll'ni, In 
I his manller, ill "pite "i a cerlain lIllin' (If 
d,'c<>ratioll, tite hm\'l" are ditielTlll Irlllll 
onc ;tllllillcr, and our !ill' piecc~ bd'ln),! to 
tiH' diITcrelll t\ pe.;, L\'L'1l 1~'pC" III allll 
1\, \1 hie!! are bid: similar, possc:', dilfl'l'
(,IlCI:,: for insta!l((,', ill thc in,criptilllb GO/) 
S,-I/'/;' and (;{)IJ S. ,/Cf, JJ , (;JXJRG/:, alll! 
J)}USL' GfOR(;/:', alld ill the l'rn"l'ci 
hr:lllc!te,; tinder th<.: bust" 

Tht: attribution of oltr l'orritlt!ers to tlte 
,,"orb hors of 1'<.:11'( erers oi 1 hc period raise,; 
~criou~ difriculties, ill Spill' (lf the Illtllll'l'IlU'; 
rcccllt' researchc,; cOllccl'llilll.' till' 11l;lrk", 
which ltal'c much <llh';lllel'd our ~n"\I'kd~(l' 
of tht: suhjCl'l. ()f the thrcc mark,;, .1./1' .. 

.-\ N T I Q LT E S 

, .. . 
'" Ig ,. 

I,ll', alld /1,<"'" which we ha\'(~ quoted 
ollk the last 11'ls bcen identified h~' .\1/ 
llo\\'ard 1"lersdlt'1 Cotterell. the Enf!lish 
!,c\\'tn expert, as that of I-renr~- Smith o( 
I.lllldoll, who nbt;tined hi,; jrt't'dolll i!l ln~, 

'\11', ('(luerell, 1:0 whom \\'e aJd!'css ollr 

sincere Ihallk~ fnr hi" kind infol'lll,uio ll, 

exprcs~l'S his astonishment l.h:lt thi:; !,CII'. 

tercr :;Iwuili malllli:lcture .\ hmd with tI:e 
buq of \\ 'illialll [[ L ilistead of sItO\\'in~ 
thc bust of the rl'igllill~ w\'Creigll, Sh;,rillc 
his surprise. ",it hout beillg able to explain 
t he fad f.)1' lltl' !Homen t. \\'e Gill d(l no 
l\lore titan lllention {hat the pCII'tcrers \n'~C 
tradili()llaiists, and that the~' ofren l1>t'c!, 

for :l IOllg rime, tlte moltls of their pr(',:
('c(',srlr" There exis, 11l1l1\Crol1& exa1l1!'I, .. , ni 

this, 
This fact \1'1 1I! ,,!, 

I'crhap,;. also l'xplain 
\\' h)' t Itc mcdallion 
rdl'l'ring 10 Ihr 

Peace of R~',,\\ick i, 
foulld Oil .1 !,Clrrill~('f 

(t)'I'e Ill) 'If ()i'~~1I 
,\nlle; \yhL'!T;tS Ihi; 
historicai illCidcllI is 
connecl.eG I\'ith th( 
reign of \\,illialll Ill. 
Il m'I\', hO\I'elTr, Dr, 
;1 s is somet i Ill":' • he 
casc \\'ith French 
porrill!ll'l's. Ihar th(' 
lid alll! the bl/II'I 
111 aI' h a \' (' h t: ~ 11 

III i x e d u r 0 r re.'-
l'l:tced ill the cnurse 
of \\ ea r, wit hUlIt 
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~t1t:lltion being paid to m"tching the decura: i(Jn ,,f 1 he 

:\1'0 parts. 
\,"e haye already remarked th"t the~e tX)\l"!s d"te frolll 

the cnd of the Se\Tnteellth cenwry and the beginning of 

the eighteenth. T'he~' thus belong to it relalil'ely 

limiled period, anJ It is interesling l() 

notice th"t it is also at. thi, period 

that the bcst specimens of dec

or;!lcd porringers were m"llufac

tured in F ra nce, where, "t 

that time, this style of por

rilll!Cf set:ms to hal'e been 

rJr:icularly iashionable. 
.\lortol'Cr, that moment 

1n France was the 

:.;'Ogee of pewterware, 

for the rapid rise of 
earthell\I'are and porce
bill during the eight

eenth century was soon 

I') bri ng' a buu t t he de
cline of pewter. 'rhe 

S3me was doubtless the 

Clse in other couutries of 
I'.urope. Ou r English por

ringers, hOlI'e\'er, are Jislin

ruished from similar French 

pieces, in I\'hi ch one finds an

other shape, and, from the poinl 

of I·il'w of decorat ion, neit her 1 he 

meJallion at the bottom of the bOil" I 

nllr t he busts of sOI'ereigns . 
.\ more thorough study of this )Iroup 

Ilf porringers with busts of sOI'ereigns

n'llllrally other specimens must exist 

-is called for. Such a study 

Irill doubtless permit still more 
pcc;se conclusions and identi

fic~tiolls. For the time bein!!, 

wc sim!,ly \I'ish to call the at

ttlliion of collectors to a fe\\" 

l'X:t III pies of pieces \\'hich are 

Jlllong 1 he fj nest and most 

:lI1crest i 111; specimell~ of 1'('\1'

tnll'ork ill Europe. 

Fi; (j 

,\ui,'. T\;t'~e CUrtOUS comrnCllluralllT p')rnngcr:', \I'hie!, 

hal'c 110 olher counterpart in ElI).!:i~h PC\I'!L'f, I're'l'nt 

~olllcthin,l! ut a llly stery, -",,,ide from thl'ir llll-En!!li,d, 

form, their touch-marks seem aln10H to defy idelltifica-

ti(>ll. Ld\l'ards J, Calc of Boston. a careful 

stllclent of !'l·\rter. thinks that the lllakl'l"" 

initials ,1 . 11'., borne b:' the eXallll'it

of T"l'c It I il!llst rated, m'j\· he 
thuse of :\braham \\ ig,l!in, Yt"

m(/ It of t he London PL'I\' Cl, 

C(llllpall~' ill 1707, }\( th(' 

~allletillle he sllgge,;ls 1he 

1"'~sihiJiIY t bt this alhi 
similar pOrrill!!L'r,; Illal' 

ha\'e been Tl1acle 11(lt ill 

En).!land but Oil lile 

COlltillL'llt-"I'l'fh:lJ'" ill 
J lolland. El i,ll'nl'l' ill 

fa I'or of 1 his Sll,t!,I!l'St iO!l 

exists in the form (A a 

mllch damaged re1l1nam 
(If a porrin,l!er -....... IlO\\" in 

I he office of ;\"TIQ1 · E~. 

It is here reproduced 

r F iK. 7) , The pattl'rn of 

the hilI] of this riece di,

I'lays a Circular J'onrait 
IlIl'LLdlioll. (,f whose SUITOUlld

ing' imcril'tlon onh' the f(',I

lo\\'ill,l! words arc Jecil,hcrahll': 

PRlS.,)'I;' ,.,'1,\' OR.1A/E.\ L\'iJf 

GRA fF r,·fx. . Clearl~' thi, i, :t 

Cn!1tin('n;al ,!'('cil1ll'!1. Olllcr rea:'ol1"

f(Ir a I t I ihu tillt! 1 ht',;e porringers I" 

~(}me ('''flt il~t'llt.tl \I'orkm:tll llliyll1 lw 
;/lhallcnl-Ihe f"rIll of cnla:l1 

IIf 1 he lid k!1('ob ~, for t'.\allll'll'; 

but the suiJjt'd is ~uflicil'nt~I' 

cOlllpit-X t(l demand cO!l:,i,iera

,ioll bl' the l'x!,nt~ (If Illil,.:, 
cutllllri,". :\()\\. that.\f. Riff h:;, 

oliered so mllch malerial ()lI tIlL' 

'td'jl'cl. Ihe tit"k (,f al1ll'lilica-

11(111 ·IH,"Ic! rn'll' i t11~;Id;Il'.

TLl'l·.,iil'Q·. 

F:"g;- BIJ\\l u; !).qU~L\",I" ',\JrH Bt ... t nr\\nlt,\\tPI 

( JR,\";"'; 


