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Some Pewter of England

Porringers Yrith Busts of Svverctgns
w - L

By Avovrur Rier

Consercator of the Muionwms of Strashonry, France

AONG the pewterware produced by the dirderent

countrics of Furope. there exists a group which.

con. s much sought after by collee-

e porringers with Jdecorated

with good re:

tors: this group consists of 1
i { handles. dating from

lid and the seventeenth and cighe

venth centuries.
In France, where this style of receptacle

3 Was mare ?ii;'“
teularhy developed. the pewterers of Bordeausx, lyons,

Rouen. and Strasbourg produced nine specimens. deco-
rated someuimes with medallions. eomietimes with Louis
NIV or Louis NV ornamentation.” In Great Britain, also.

similar pieces were produced. but they
rare: at any rate we do not find any of them reproduce
in Howard Herschel Cotterell’s tine work. National 1
of Old Pecter.

In the course of our studies on pewterware in France.t

seem 1o be rather
{

H

we came across an analogous Linglish bowl as an example

con. and since the Iditor of ANTIQUES was

for compar
20 kind as to bring to our attention three similar pieces,

* Adotfe Ruff, Les Frarns Sivasbonrgens du «Or st iye Siéele, 1925,
FAdoiphe Ret. 770

‘i‘ I N ¥ s f
i1 £

Frenvch Pewter).

iéoverie d Fotain et Eravee

Parringuers) 1423,

o5 Aiguadres en Lasque Helmet-shaped ewers) tgaf,

we are todav in a position 1o introduce to collectors a
fittde group with decorations in relief, which deserves
attention for the quality of its exccution. Most of the
Lnown items in this group are illustrated here. Reference
10 1wo additional porringers is made for the sake of
completeness,

For the better comprehension of our brief study, we

shall first give a sumimary description of the character-

nger type considered.

‘T'ype 1. (Cocer illustration) A porringer fid: crowned |
busts on the right and left. In the centre four shiclds .
bearing the arms of England, Scotland, and Ireland, .
alternating with monograms.® Around these, within thed

istics of cach porr

space between w0 concentric circles, the in:‘cripz%czm:«i
HONTSOIT-QUI-MAL:Y :PENSE. Above the wholc. &
crown held by two angels; beneath, the monogram /I’
1. Rt Three lite handles, cach in the form of W
angels in relief holding a crown.

sl s

i

“These shiclds are: top and bortom, the three fons passant, and the Fren
feur-de-lvy @ the latter added 0 1340 0 recognition of Fdward 11's claim
the vrawn of France) representing Fogland: at the left, the lion rampant €
Scotland: at the right. the harp af Ireland.

$The initials have been variously read as 7.0, M. R and as #. R MR
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The monarchs represented are King William of England. Frince of Orunge.

Tn the bottom of the bowl itself (Fig. 7): a
medallion representing the bust of a personage in the wig
and costume of the period: on his left the letter . on
his right the letter R (William Rex. Openwork handles.
with beaded edges, representing two dolphins in relief
facing each other. Und cmca‘d, one handle a mark: a rosc
surmounted by a bishop's mitre and accomp :mn:i b\' the
mitials /1. S. (Collection &f Adolphe Rifi. Strasbou

Tyre la. A\ very similar bowl tInv. No. ::;2: “at
Museum of Decorative Art at Dresden. The |
the lid in the shape of a little cock: same mark.”

Tyer 1. (Fig. - busts right and left in an oval
in the cemtre, a rose hlx;’ﬂl()ll!lILd by a crown:
the monogram /7. M. R In the centre of the hid a smull

the

handie of

2) Lid
beaeath

upright handle in the shape of « cock.
A1 the bottom of the bowl, a medallion showing the
same busts as the lid; a small rose with foliage. Handles

of ;t;(‘plliat outline with opcenwork. but with :
surface. Mark: 1. J". over a pair of scales. (I
wte. Salem, Massachusetis)

Tyre 11 (Figs. 3. 4, and 5) Lid (Fig. 4y busts 1o the
lefe and right. In the centre. a roser around. between
wo pearled circles, the inw"minw GOD: SAHI'E: P
CEORGE: AND: QUEEN: ANN. The whole surmounted
bv 4 crown; beneath, the monogram A, 4.5 The uprigh
handle, piaacd in the centre of the rose. is in the form of
two little angels holding a crown.

At the bottom of the bowl {(Fig. 3). a relief, a
personnage in a 80\\111;1 cloak. holding in the right hand
an glive branch, in the left, a sheet of paper on which
appears the following inscription in cight lines: 70-
EGROPE -PEACE -1-GIVE-LET-NATIONS-11.4PPY -
LIVE. Above, a the word RYSHICA.

circular

monogram giving

Thasks are due to the director of the muscum tor this information.
Two R's, one of them reversed may occur here — tor #1Hiane Rex: Moy
Regina.
but really appear to be tve

sThese initials have alse been read as G .7
form a G.

A4S, one of them reversed, though the loops may

circular

and his wife, Queen Mary. The knob of the id 1sn the form of a cork,

Horizontal openwork handles in the form of two dolphins

in relief. Nark: . M under a crown. (Collection of Mys.
AW Thaver. Dedham. Massachusetts.)

Tyre (Fig. 6y Lid similar. but execution not guite
o fine. especially the rose. The inscription reads: GOD:
SATE: PR/,\'(I' (Jl"()/{FE‘ AND QUEEN: ANN: (Coi-
fection of The Liditor of Axrtigues.)®

Fepr-\s-Similar bowl, but of clumsier execution, busts
and rose. but inseription. The rose surmounted

without
” i
On the l

cocks. which serve as legs

{ .
by a crown. id three small handies in the shape of

when the inverted Hd is used
as a plate.

Ar the bowl the <anre reliel as that in
saane handles

cur. 15,049, .

Vst :
bhotton of

bowl of tepe 1V and the {Reproduced in
The Conna

cation as 1o whether the piece

130 \\’%131 no indi-

the magazine

has a pewieres's mark.

These porringers are intended o commemorate
their decoration leaves no doubt on the subject the
reions of English saverdigns, natably that of Queen Anne
and of King Wilhiam [ whaose ruiv wWas one of the
most glorious for Great Briwuin

The tnscriptions of 1wo ‘.m‘w {1y met

vpes HT and P IV
h

tion, in fact. Queen Anne r=14) and her husbaud,
0 §

Prince George aof Dennu while the monograms -
of two other bowis mpcs I oand 1) can only refer 1o

wife Marv, Two of
o medallion relative 1o z} ¢
historical

\\’iHi'xm [ and 1o hus
he bowls have
f wee of Ryswick cra7) the important
event of the re Wiltham 1 One of the
ftvpe V) !
its general character and
of the bowl it is related
The bowls dateg hc i 31'4 an the end of the seventeenth
century amd the be C the eighreenth. From the
point of view of they are of unequal
Two of them st from the others,

(1080 1702)
at the hm tom
ot
wn of porringers
menogranm. but. in

lie buttom

ST U{ un nny
2]

v the medallion at

1
the precedi maodels.

ng

10

exceution,
nd out sharpiy

artistic

quality.

3 in Pennsvlvania,

*Of this piece only the fid 18 preserved. Ir was 1
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torm of two smadl

Fig, 3 Two-Haxormn Porrixorr OF
Here the ld knob oy iy the
t1

v
RETTLIS BT

handles, inghes

carelul
fner

by a wmore
decoration. a
relicf. a better

eral execution,

gen-
These

are: hrst, model L
with  the busts of
Willian and Mary:
and. nest. n‘-.ud S
with the busts of
Prince George and
Queen Anne. The
other bowls, a littde
less fine. have the
characieristics of
copies  inspired by
the models already
cited.
The manner in
which the creator of Figeg —Tug lav ov Tus
se Busts represent Qu
the tvpe succeeded
in grouping all the
arnamentation — the two busts, the crown,

the the foliage. the inscription. and

monogram

VORC,

the on a  cireular  surface.

denotes a HIZenious
1t will ‘imi this
preserved by the ni rer pewterers, who only

decorative sense.
design type

ey
be noticed wits
modificd the details of 1is a
this manner, in spite certain
the differend

rrangement. In

of a uniry of

Jecoration, bowls  are from

one another, and our five picces belong 1o
five different tvpes. Even types 11D and
I\, which are faiely similar. possess ditfer-

ences: for instance. in the msutpz'em,s GOD

SAVE and GUD SAUE. P. GEORGE and
PRINC CEORGE. and in vhe crossed
branches under the busts

The attribution of
workshops of pewterers of the pc riod
serious difficulties, in spite of the numerous
recent  rescarches the  marks.
which have much advanced our L;zm\“h\ii’z'
of the subject. Of the three marks. 1.

our porringers to the

patses

COoncet i:iﬂ_&!

PROFTINE 4 CTHOWIL

cerinne

Widrh,

Porminati oF FIovRh

and Hrince Georee

tg. 5 - IxTERIOR OF

snclading

THE

1.0 and 11.8., which we have quoted,
onlv the last lm\ been identified by \[r

floward  Herschel Cotrerell, the Faglisy
pewter expert. as that of Henry Smith of
London, who obtained his freedom in 173,

\{r. Cotterell, to whom we address qur
sincere thanks for his kind information,
expresses his astonishmen that this pew.
terer should manufacture a bowl with the
bust of William I, of
the bust of the reigning sovereign. Sharing
his surprise. without being able 1o explain
the fact for the moment. can do o
more than mention that the pewterers were
traditionalists. and that they often
Jong time. the Jds of thetr preds
There exist numerous examples of

instead showing

we

used,
for a mol
CCORSOTS,
this,

This  fact would,
perhaps, also expla
the  medallion
referring 1o the
Peace of Ryswick i
found on a ymzlnzu
(rvpe TH) of Queen
Anne; w this
historical incident s
connected with U
reign of Witham L
It iy, be.
as s sometimes the
case with French
porringers. thar the
!ui Iht bu\\‘%
may heen
mixed
placed
[ wear.

why

'
Hereds

110\\'(_‘\1’1\

and
have
up
i the course
without

or ore-

o

PORRINGER OF Fiouwe 3




e U4 ANTIQUES 297

uention being paid 10 matching the decoration of the Nore: These curious commemorative porringers, which
w0 PArts. have no other counterpart in Linglish pewter, present
e have already remarked that these bowls date from  something of a mystery. Aside from their un-English
the end of the seventeenth century and the beginning of  form, their touch-marks scem almost 10 defy identifica-
the cighteenth. They thus belong 10 a relatively tion, Fdwards 1. Gale of Boston. a careful
student of pewter, thinks that the maker's
initials 4. /1., borne by the example
of Tvpe NI illustrated, may be

those of Abraham Wiggin, vee-
man of the London Pewters
Company in 1707. At the
same time he suggesis the

possibility that this and

fmited period, and it is interestng 1o
potice that it is also at this period
that the best specimens of dec-
orated porringers were manufac-
wred in France, where, at
that time, this swyle of por-
Anger seems to have been
particularly fashionable.
VMoreover, that moment
in France was the
apogee of pewterware,
for the rapid rise of
earthenware and porce-
lain during the eight-
~ eenth century was soon
~  bring about the de-
 cline of pewter. The
same was doubtless the
case in other countrics of
Lurope. Our Lnghsh por-
ringers, however, are distin-
guished from similar I'rench

——

similar porringers may
have been made not in
England but on the
Continent— perhaps in
Holland. IFvidence in
favor of this suggestion
exists in the form of «
much damaged rempant
of a porringer — now in
the office of AxTiQues.
It is here reproduced
(Fig. 7). The pattern of
the bowl of this plece dis-
plavs a circy porirail

SR

;i picces, in which one finds an- medallion, of whose surround-
I other shape, and, from the point %Iif,’ inscription Qu!_\" the fol-
b oof view of decoration, neither the lowing words are decipherable:
¢ medallion at the bottom of the bowl ; 'PR/.\:S:I:'. /'.:l.\' ()R.“I.-\'/lf,\" AI:'.\:DI';'
f nor the busts of sovereigns. o N T e e o (;‘/\’.7"[:/‘ AN, . .. Clearly this 1s a
i Amore thorough study of 1his group  “Here again the reign af" Lisvone © Continenial specimen. Other reasons
¢ of porringers with busts of sovereigns— commemorated. for attributing these pornngers 1o
{opaturally other specimens must exist come Contipental workman might be
g —is called for. Such a study advanced—1the form of certain

of the 1id knobs, for example:
but the subject is sufficientiy
complex 1o demand considera-

will doubtless permit still more
precise conclusions and identi-
ficztions. For the time being,
we simply wish to call the at-
ention of collectors to a few
camples of pieces which are
among the finest and most

tion bv the experts of maws
countrics. Now that M. Riff has
offercd so much material on the
subjedl. the task of amplifica-
tion ~honld prove Artractive, —

mteresting  specimens  of pew-
The Fdiror

werwork in Europe.

Bt o Wnpiast o1

y Bowl i PORRINGER

;
(RANGE




