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AN AMERICAN SILVERSMITH 
AND HIS PE\VTER 

Br JOHN \V, POOLE 

T
f! L i"n'qlll'lll !lrdl:li(T or ;lIlrihlllillQ unitir'lllif1t'd inili<ll 
touches OIl 1)("\\'ltT l!l SOIlH' ,\rllerican pc'\' lenT \,-110.'(' illi­
ti,lis chanct' to coincide \,'ilh these of the l1lark is qllilC 1111-

Istiliecl, :'\c\"('rtlwkss, thost' in the kno\\' han' lon~ conccded Ihat 
certain TB Wllch III list 1)(' that of ,Olllt' m,lll \"()I'king in or Ileal' 

,11)~Il1\', \\'host' IW\\ l.t'ril1c; <It'li' ' ilies [<1\' \\'ithill Ihe first qU<lrter of 

11' nillCICl'llth C('lltUIY, To m;lkc ;1 1()llg WilT short. there Sl't'm~ 
';IS()1l to hc!inT that this 'I B IOIICh . illll~lratccI ill Fi!!;lm' 3, could 
clonQ to 110 OIlC othl'r Ih;1I1 the ,\Ihan\' ~i1\"('rslllith TiIIlOt!1\' 
ri!.(dl)J1, 
PI'ln YOIlIl~ ;tlld this III ;!n' lied lllL\("tiwr ;It 1'\'(,1"\' cOllcl'i,'ahlc 

'lillt. Their \I 'a rcs ~Ire dis('C)\Trcd in localilit'< CilTlIllbcril)("cI Ill' 
lentical Jilllit.' , FlIrtJH"rllll)rt', these limits are s\lch a~ "'!Ht/cI 
'IJI"L'SL'llt normal di ,s -
i hutiol1 fmlll ,\1-
111\' ;IS ,I (,("Iltre, 
(HIIlL\, \\L' 1J!' cIJurse 
10\", \\"<lS <Ill ,\]lI<In\' 
.'\\'ILTtT, Freqlll'Illh-, 
S pieces and those IJf 
J ,liT fOllnd tOQTt her. 

communion sct 
d t ITCcnt 1\' <le­
,Iired COllsists or 
! (,c I >lcces 1)\' T1I 

'1 d a rOll rt h IJ,' 
:Jlln!,{ (Fig, ..'), 

\\T klHJ\" or I llil m' picces \\'hich hCilr thc marks of both Stall/)re! 
and Youn~, thc twO scts citcd lit neatly into the piCture, 

Rut it is in the characler of their producls that [ Gnd most (on­
clllsin' l.Ticknc'(' of SOllle close relationship bet\\'cen Young and 
'Ill, ,\11 hilt onc piece of t\lTnty or so fry TB exhibit features ex­
;Ictk dllplicatcd in YOUIH:(~ \\ork, \lost of thcst' items arc chalices, 
The TB exalllples a\Tra!:it' slightly t;llIer than Young's chalices; 
hut except \\'hen placcd side b, ' side, the \\'ork of the t\\ 'o men ap­
pears to be identicaL The cast bascs me idcntical, and the dif­
ft-rcnCt's in thc IH)\\'ls or thc I\\'() mcn arc no grcatcr lhan those in 
difl'ert'IH b!)\\' ls b,' OIlC IIwn, Thc t\'PC of chalicc referred to ap­
pcars to ha\'(~ iJcen made onl\' Ily YOlln~ ancl by TB, 

B! ' sidc~ chalices f kin' scen onh' Ihrce pieces by TB - t\\O 
flagons <I nd a tca pot. 

In ;t not her SCI. ()f 
h ich [ \\';{S ;t !rl!' to 

('lilT dH' chaliccs 
Ih' , 1'1' ilnd TB are 
ost as(OnishiIH?,'I,' 
lI11lJ1inglcd, The 
1\\'1 of onc chalice 
'aI's thc circubr I'Y 

lIC h: on its !rase <l jl­
:;)rs 1'1:1, Thc hase of 
e second chalicc is 
arked TB, Certain 
pairs StH:?,'gcst that 
c res peCli ve !r0\ \'Is 
Id hases lIla, ' at 

me time ha\'(: been 
'itched: I)!-:t hO\\ ', 
It'n, or \\'11\' rnlla ins 
Illystel'\' , EmptilY , 

I\\'t'\'t'r, has lII1CO,'-

FIe;, I T\:,\KARD ,\,\'1) (:IHUC:E 13Y Pf"Tr,R YOC:'\G : TL\POT ,\SCRII3ED TO 

Since [ know of no 
teapots by cither 
Young or his satdlitc, 
Stafford, TB'S exam­
ple docs nothing for 
the argument eithcr 
pm or Call. On thc 
other hand, compar­
ing TB'S flagons wi th 
onc by Stafford yields 
evidcncc quite to the 
point. \Vhile I have 
not placed t hese 
pieces side by side, 
they appear to be 
much alike save in a 
fcw minor details. All 
their handles havc 
the samc peculiar 

~'d cOI1\'incin(.{ e\'i­
nee that. "hile in 
e present condition, 
e pi! ir \\ '; IS lIsed rOI' 
nllll11nIon scn'lces, 
In at least t\,O 
her instances. TB 

eccs ha\'t' ilcen 
Il1ci in COllllllllJlion 
s to \\'hich Spencer 
afrord also conlrib­
rei his \\'ares , Since 

TI\IOTIIY 13RI(;J)O:'\ 

(k;td'll~ ilnJllncl ilH' ,h,"' .. ,. ,1('111 is 1111 11.<11;;1, Thi, pit,et, anci its ClJlllPilllioll l<lnbrd are tht: 
,,'(Irk Ill' <I !I '1l'lisall !l\il1'~ I--IR !RI:;') 

fI(; 2- CO\I\IL':,\!O:,\ SET FRO\I \!:\DISO:'\, :,\E\\' '-ORK 

'{'Iw chilli,cs ;tlld Ha!!!JIl C<lIT\' the Tn lIlilrk ;1, illustratcd, The 1 ,-inch cI • .,h is by Youm; 

wiggle (sce illustra­
tion), which ensu res 
a firm grasp, This 
h<lndlc - wi t h its 
\\'iggle - is distinc­
tive and has 110 coun­
tcrpart within lI1y 
kcn, Thc bodics sim­
ilarly correspond, 
ancl are noticeahly 
ll10re sharply tapered 
th<ln <lny to bc found 
in the ll10st c10scly 
approxill1ating piece 
by any English or 
American maker, 
They arc more likc 
certain Dutch dc­
signs, Thc covcr of 
the Stafford flagon, 
being domcd, differs 
from the TB c(Jvt'rs, 
which are of "f]<lt," 
or plateau larm, On 
the other hand, the 
TB covcrs so rcscmhle 



Ihe \'en' ciistincii\"C lid~ on Peter Young's 
tankards that they might h ,l\"c come from the 
same maid, 

The most striking thing about the simil,lril\' 
I)et\\'een Young's wares and those of TH is that 
th('\' are so distincily apart from the produCts 
of all other Anglo-Saxon makers, \ "hclher or 
not the chalices by these men, like their 
Ilagons, are reminiscent of the Dutch manner, 
I am not qualified tojudgc. 

FIe,:3 \I:\RKS OF " 'nr ,\=']) or 
PETER YOl'='(; 

til(' cnlire dClI1and and some metal had to I 
imported, no nt'c{'ssit\, e~istcd for Illam' pc\" 
terns of the calihre of Ihe \"ills and Ba;;<:ett 
The economic demand couid be satisfied I 
the exercise of skill no greater than that n 

Cjuired to producc plates, iJasins. mugs, an 
Ihe likc, This mcant merely castillg, finishin 
on a 1,1lile, anci a little soldering or \\Tldin! 
In a \H'ck onc man cOllld tllrn out hundr('( 
or e\'Cn thousands of pouncis of finishecl \\'al'(' 
for such pieces the metal represcntcd muc 
grcaler \'alue than did the labor and profll , 

In light of these considerations, pl us the rc­
search of Ledlie Laughlin, who h,lS found 
Brigdon listed for a fe\\' years as a pewtercr, it 
seems beyond reasonable doubt that Timoth\' 
Brigdon and TB are onc and the same person, 

Both fmm chalices, The YOUI1!!; mark 
appears to be in a circle "'ith ';(,!Talcd 
rim inslead of \\ ith a beaded rim such 
as :-''''<;' 1'> illustrates, Bolh 1l1;l!'j..s occur, The sihTrsmith, on the othcr hand, sold h 

UojlSII/(IIISIIIjl, Frequently he had no cash i! \\ ith serrated rim 

Before Young's death, about 1815, Brigdon makes no claim to 
pcwlering, But shortly thereafter he does appear in the pe\\'terer's 
relic and apparently sustains it fo r three or fou r years, 

The characler of his pewter is fairly consistent \\'ith silversmith­
ing, I have found no heavy pewter plates, iJasins, mugs, por­
ringers, wit h the TB touch, although such forms \\'ere the principal 
reasons for a pewte rer's cxistence, On the other hand, the chalices, 
flagons, and teapots made by Young and Brigdon are nol \'ery 
unlike equivalent items in silver, It I11L1Y be fair to guess that Brig­
don added a cheap line to his silver\\'are, but limited it to such 
pieces as required some of the silve rsmith's skill. The t11'f/ol!.1' 

pewterer was probably more a metal dealer than anythinq eis\', 
In so far as I can determine, a rat her l10table fraCtion of Ihe 

more or less liquid assets of colonial :\ merica consisted of pcwter 
as metal. To maintain the value of this asset it \\'as esscnti,d only 
to keep it in usable condition, Since junk pewter could not supph' 

A GRANDMOTHER 
CLOCK WITH 

\VOODEN WORKS 
By ROBERT S, DODGE 

T HE very simple but quite daintily proportioncci 
clock lwre illustrated is the \\'ork of a maker 

hitherto unknown to famc, onc Jonathan \"inslo\\', 
\\'ho, besides building clocks, followed the jC\\Tkr's 
trade, and became the inventor of the siker pen, 

Of \\'inslow's history only the ha rest outline i~ 
,Ivail;lille, He was born at Hardwick, ~1assachll­

setts, August 15, 1765, the son of ,1 coulHry doctor, 
:\s a youth he journeyed on horseback from his 
hOll1e to E<lsl I-Ianford (no\\' :--lal1('l1esl(,(,). Con, 
ncclicllt: in order to apprt'lltin' himself to the (:111'-
11\'\'5, Bcnjall1in and TiI11OlIn', :\ll1crican pionecrs in 
till' c!c"ising of \\()ociel1 c!ock,,'qrks, 

\,'h(,11 or ",here he cstablished his O\\'n Imsincss 
lI1;IY not l)c !earned from a""ilablc records , J le is, 
1l()\\'('\'Cr, ITlll ltcd to ha\'(' li\Tcl in \\';rrrcn, :\'1'''' 
Salt-m, \ "OITCSHT, ,1I1d Sprim::ljeld, :-- I assachusl't ts, 
,\ftl'r t\\'I'llt\--fi\'(' years of residencc in lhe lasl­
n;llI1l'd COtntnllnit\'. IH'died Iherl', ,July lfJ, Isr, 

(:Iocks by,Jonalhan \"insIO\\ arc 1';\1'1' , and in so 
lil r <IS 11l\'cxpl'rienccgo('s, ;trc('onfil1('t/ to the [[r;lnll­
mother t\'Pe, lie appt'.1rs to ha\'C heen thl' onl\' 
l'lockll1aker lO adapt ,,'oockn 1I10\TIIlt'nts 1O th .. se 
:limil1l1ti\'c timcpic'('cs, I t is, of (,{lllrS(', qllitl' 1)("-
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\'Cstmell t in his product. Possibly Brigdon toe 

O\'er some of the more refincd angles of pe\\'tering just to kee 
himsclf occupied, It \\-ould be safe to say that the cost of the 111; 

t('rials in a pair of his pewter chalices was much less than tl­
charge for his professional se],\'ices, flrigdon's pe\\'ter added t 
Stafforci's OtltjJut scems just about to duplicate Young's lin' 
\\'hat more logical than to belie\'!: that the t\\'o men portiollt, 
YOIll1!.(S molds and his artisan -metal IJllsincss to gin' Brigdoll th 
artisan part and Stafforcl the metal part? 

In any e\'ent, it seems saIl: to say that our fine HI pieces rqm 
sent the onc !JrOl'fti instance in \\'hich an American sih-ersll1it 
"made jJC\\'tcr." Incidental"', it is of interest to note that the fb 
toppecl rH fla[(()ns are prohallly the earliest in type. itlthotls'h tH 
in dale, of all kno,,'n :\ll1crican flagons, 'rhcy arc also signitical 
as afforciinf[ anOther example of Continental European inHuC'1H 
on :\merican st\'lcs, :--ral1\- TB picccs, t'spl'cialh the flagons, al 
qUltC Dutch in appt"arann', 

sihlc that his OlllPllt incitlcil'd SOIl1(, tall ('locks: 1)\ 
I h<l\"{' round no exalllpks in C\'iclen('c, Indceci, 

<1111 inclinl'(l to Iwlin'(' tll"!. quill' (,<lrh- in h 
(,;Irccr, Iit' all;ll1cion('ci. or ;11 II'aq n'dllc('cl. h 
clockl11i1king ;Icti\'itics in faH)r of tilt' 1110rc I\ler; 

lin' {)(Tllpalion of jc\\cit-r, 
Thc \"insl,,\\' ~r;lIIdlll{J{llI'r dock here piCIIII,(,' 

st,ll1d, firt\'-III1(' im'hcs high, ,lI1d is (,<Ised in pilH 
~r;1incci 11) sill1ld:ttc 1l1;!lI{)[[an\', II f'I,t:lins its orig 
nal lini"h, ;1I1cl ,lpi'ln from tll<' ornam,'nl, SUrll10lln 
ing' tit(' hood, is ill I'riSlill1' condition, I1 \\;\S pn,} 

ahly built in Ihl' lirst or s('{'onc! ci(Tac.ic of 1 R(JII. 
Titt· plill!'s ,lI1d co!.!\\ hc('l, or Iht, 111{)\"'I1lt'I1t ar 

of "hnT\', till' pinions of c,tilllia or 111;lpk, Th 
hriclgc , ;1t (';Ich cnd or which thc imprint {)r Ih 
1Il;lk'T IJlTllrS, is or pin", TIH' I'loCh 1'I'l'lmls Ihe lilll 
and slrikcs thl' hours: 11111 h,ls no ilLtl'ln ()r ~('('on 

h,ll1(l. Its rtlnnil1g IH'I'ic;d IS thin:' hOllrs, 'I'll 
\\'('it:!lts <In' sw,pl'n<il'd rrOl1l \\()o{kn p,dln's, litu 
I'l>Il1pl'ns:ltil~!.! lor titl' silort di,'I.I!KI' 1)(,I\f(,l'n Ih 
1111)\'1' 111('111 ;lI1d litc iJotl""1 "I ill<' I'.ISt', TII(' pcndll 
111111 \\ ilT is idHlIl1 Ihin\'-IIJIII' int'h('~ in il'n!.!th, ;111' 

lit.' hol) s\lings \"('n' 10" in ill<' (asl', 
Titl' di,d, .! distinglli,llil1C!, ("<11111"1' "r \"in,I,,\ 

clock", is p"inlnl "11 ilH' I""'k 1>1 " !.!I.ISS p:111I'1. TiI 
Lr:l:--s hdlHl~ ili'!' {''\pOSt'd \\ itiHHli ,Ill: tr;!I1~p.II·(·!I 

IllnlC'ctIOI1. ,\ n,II!'O\' qll;,II,'I-rlllint! lil(J!rlill~ 

,"ilcil'(J. SIIIT!lII!lIi, tll<' dl:d ;lilt! h 1):II'Knl "illl 
1I,I!i"-inclt ]>1111' JH ',lnL j II\' ('nlill' 111111 is "TII:','d t 
dll' 1110'. ('III1'IlI I 'y Ck,'b :l!Iti d"\\I'1-. III "i/" I11 
I 11< ,\"('11 Il'l1t I'llITI"I"'Ilds tll ilL11 Ilr lit, 1,1':," :11<>\, 

1I11'1l!' "')1l1l11"1l !" ,,!1<llIdllllnl,,: J 1,,1 j..-, :lIld ill 
(!I"tlil\' or tit!' "(I,kllldn,hl!, tilnJlIt:il,,;;{ ,,',li!!l, I 

tit\' 1IId!;IT', dl)iiil>' ;111<1 till.r.lll'!:hn('", 


