


71G. 1 —AMERICAN
TANEKARDS

7, Pewter, attributed to
3enjamin Day, Newport,
Rhode Island {c. 7680-
1757). This tankard, found
n Providence, is finely
sammered over the entire
urface of the barrel. The
urned finial on the cover
esembles those used by
he early Rhode Island
ilversmiths. Compare
Yigure 1c.

y, Pewter, by John Will,
New York (c. 7777-1765).
Jark identical with the
louble mark accompan-
ed by the full name joun
vILL appearing on an 8-
nch plate formerly in the
Jalder colle®ion. The
ngraved initials and date

1938.

‘() \S}/ ‘g@
22 March 7766 may sig
nify a marriage token.
¢ {below, left), New Eng
land silver tankard b
Samucl Casey of New
port (c. 1724-7770). Fin
ials on dome-lidded tank
ards seldom occur outsid
of New England. From th
Mabel Brady Garvan col
leilion, Gallery of Fine Arts
Yale University
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FIG. 2 (below, right) —
TANKARD BY JOM?
BASSETT, NEW YORE
(16961767}

Dome top: fishiail han
dic. The s mark witl
fleur-de-lis was late
changed to rB and usce
by John's son Frederick

AMERICAN PEWTER TANKARDS

By EDWARD E. MINOR

Except as noted, illustrations from the aunthor's collettion

MERICAN pewter possesses precisely the attributes which
Mr. Kerfoot so happily describes in his book as being all-
important to the colletor. More than that, besides the

ittribute of what Mr. Kerfoot terms ““colleétibility,” the ware has
in inherent beauty of texture and of shape that amply repays the
olledor for its acquisition and for rhe labor he may expend in
ts cleaning and repair. There seems to be an unwritten law that
he dealer must never try to change the appearance of a pewter
icticle. Perhaps that is well. The shop example, therefore, is quite
ikely to discredit those laudations of pewter which refer to the
netal’s satiny finish and romantic gleam. To one of experience,
iowever, the dirty face is superficial. He knows at once whether
ir not the true surface lies beneath the outer grime.

Pewter tankards made by carly American makers are rare.
Che acquisition of such a piece is usually regarded by the col-
etor as a special dispensation of providence. Hence it seems
vorth while to show a group of such pieces, even though in so
doing no fresh con-
tribution is made to
our knowledge of the
earlv pewterers. Com-
paring the work of
different makers is in
itself of interest, and
if in the process the
rcader’s interest be-
comes kindled, he may
perhaps ultimately
experience those tan-
talizing pleasures
which come to the
colle@or secking what
so often proves to be
unattainable. Kipling,
in the story of RKim,
quotes the saying of
the ancient Lama,
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“All desire is an illusion, and a further binding on the wheel.’

This is quite true. Yet there comes a time when the devotee i

quite reconciled to his binding, confident that in the turning o

the wheel pleasure and satsfaétion will compensate for disap

pointments.

The tankard epitomizes the best in craftsmanship and desigr
of the pewterer’s work. It is perhaps a country cousin of the more
aristocratic silver tankard. Undeniably plain beside the ornat
embellishments of the more precious vesscl, it still possesses :
simple dignity and elegance that entitle it to respect and consid
eration. In form it may refleét the origin of its maker or the na
tionality of those for whom it was made. TFree from the restric
tions and supervision of a pewterers’ guild, it may even expres:
the personal art or ingenuity of the maker himself.

Shakespeare, in his play fenry IV, refers to pewter. In a scent
which occurs in the Boar’s Head Tavern, the following conversa:
tion between the rollicking Prince Hal and Francis takes place
Prince Henry: How long

hast thou to scrve,

Francis?

Francis: Forsocoth, five
vears, and as much
as to

Prince Hlenry: Five years!
By'r lz{d_\', a long
lease for the clinking
of pewter.

Now I surmisc that
the life of tavern
tankards must have
been hard and stren-
uous. Presumably they
all rcached oblivion
at an early age. But
on the other hand,
there is no reason why
a tankard dedicated




G 3— TANKARDS ATTRIBUTED TO WILLIAM BRADFORD JR., NEW YORK
I685-1759

+, Unusually fine example of the flat-lid Stuart type. solid handle and flat terminal. Mark
ve similar o that of & but larger.

o Mark swr with fleur-de-lis similar o that shown in Mvyers” Notes on American Pewterers.
\ family picce traced through original probate records in the State Librarv. Hardord.
Zonneéticut, to the estate of Joseph Turner in 1739, This would bring the piece within
3radford’s life span

38

to the more ceremonious libations of domest
hospitaiity should not have been cherished for a
indelinite time. and during its periods of rest hav
occupied an honored place among the family lare
and penates. Thus, in tracing onc tankard hac
through probate records to the distribution of a
estate in 17539, 1 found that the picee passed o th
daughter of the house more frequently than to the
son. Undoubtedly it was viewed as a symbol o
hospitality, and as such was treasured by th
housewife. The rifle, symbol of the home’s pro
tection. would have been prized by the man o
the house and have occupied a place of honao
above the fireplace, but sull higher, on the shel
above, would have reposed the pewrter tankard
And, like the warrior in Homer’s lliad, whos
bright crest and shield shone with an unweariec
fire. so would it gleam in the firelight of somt
carly colonial home.

The design of carly American pewter tankard
doces not closely conform to that current in Eng
land during the Stuart and Georgian periods
For this many reasons may be given. The Pewter
ers’ Guild in New York was purely local, and exer
cised no control or supervision over pewterers i
New England or Pennsylvania - probably ver
litde in New York. Different colonies varied i1
nationality and taste. The attribution of a tankarc
to a particular maker is often in doubt. for the
touches used on tankards rarely carried the ful
name. Initials, unless confirmed by more extende
marks on flatware, are therefore hard to identify
Such difficultics, however, serve only 1o spur the
interest and pleasure found in seeking thesc rare
forms of the pewtercr’s work.

The accompanying illustrations, taken from my
own colleélion, arc far from inclusive. Many
highly interesting and atiractive pieces are, no

FIG. 4 —TANKARDS BY HENRY WILL, NEW
YORK (c. 17.35-1802)

a, Dome lid. Unusually clear marks.

4, Flat lid; pierced thumbpiece. Marks indistinét

FIG. 5—THREE TANKARDS BY PEWTERERS
OF NEW YORK STATE

a, By Spencer Staf
ford, Albany {(7770-
18443, A wypical Pew
Young form with the
mark S, STAFFORD.

&, By William Kirby
New York (c. 1740-
7804). Mark wx at
wibuted o Williar
Kirby. Thumbpicec
partially cut away a
side; unusually large
serrated lip on lid
Letters of the mark
are similar to those
shown in Mvers
Notes,

¢, Unusually fine Hat
lid Bassett wankard
probably Francis, New
York (7720-71800). The
thumbpicce  show:
evidence of repair
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A aay i
T, they serve to
aken or to in-
asc interest  in
subjeét and help
ng to light for-
iten pieces for
wone 1o enjov,
v will have ac-
nplished their
pose.

\. E. Housman,
his well-known
m A Shropshire
!, writes:

nv a peer of Eng-

ind brews

clier liquor than
e Muse,

1 malt does more
1an Milton can

justify God’s way

> man,

, man, ale’s the

uff to drink
fellows whom it

urts to think:

k into the pewter pot

Ve may look for the mark on a pewter pot and mgh 1o find WILLIAM WILL, PHILA-
1as lasted not. But the pot is worthy of preservation. Such DELPHIA (77.12-1798)

nvledge of it as we have should be recorded and somchow made A fine example of the bulb-
ilable for present and future students. Fulfilment of this duty ous form. Similar o Wil-
y yield both justification and commendation to the insatiable liam Will tankard illus-
discriminating colleétor. rated in Myers' Nofes, but
n this connection it is pleasant to note the recent widespread — showing  pierced  thumb-
ival of interest in the colleéting of early pewter by Amecrican picce, band around the

kers. The two chief reference books on the subjeét are American
ter, by J. B. Kerfoot, published in 1924, and Some Notes on
rican Pewterers, by Louis Guerineau Myers, published in 1926.
: past twelve years, however, have witnessed further research
discovery, whose results will be embodied in a new and com-
hensive treatise on American pewter now being prepared by

FIG. 6 — TANKARDS BY FREDERICK BASSETT, NEW YORK (7740-7800}

a, Flat-lid tankard with small lip. Unusually clear mark, rp with fleur-de-lis.

&, Dome-lid tankard, serrated lip. Fo with fleur-de-lis mark; at right, illeiible mark in serrated circle.
¢, Flat-lid tankard with serrated lip. Unusually fine #a mark with stars, in roped circle

To see the world as the world’s not.
And faith, "us pleasant *till "tis past:
The mischief is that "twill not last.

FI1G. 7— TANKARD BY

barrel, and a far more crisp
and vigorous contour of
base and lid

llie 1. Laughlin of Princeton, New Jersev.

. 8 —PEWTER
VRARDS
nd b, By Parks
d, Philadelphia
dories, 1798-1819).
iewhat similar in
1 and exhibiting
ously truncated
ie lid. The second
aard ornamented
L twoe rows of tri-
bands above the
el and beading
ind lip of lid.
“all tankard by
iam Will (7742~
). Thumbpicce
heart piercing.
wparison with «
b is intcresting,
icularly if Bovd
an apprentice of
iam Will. Gen-
dimensions of all
> ankards are
lar
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