


~IG. 1 -AMERICAN 
fA:-:IKARDS 
I, Pewter, attributed to 
3enjamin Day, Newport, 
~hode Island (c. 7680-
'757). This tankard, found 
n Providcnce, is finely 
larnmercd over the entire 
urface of the barrel. The 
urned finial on the cover 
'csembles those used by 
he early Rhodc Island 
ilversmiths. Compare 
7igure le. 
" Pewter, by John Will, 
\CW York (c . 1771-17(5). 
vIark identical with the 
louble mark accompan­
ed by thc full name JOHN 

VILL appearing on an 8-
nch plate formerly in the 
~aldcr colleClion. The 
'ngravcd initials and date 

ANTIQUES, September, 1938. 
r \~ 1-,.- i ~1 

22 .HaTCh 7766 may sig 
nifya marriage token. 
c (brlow, left), :!:\ew Eng 
land silve(' tankard b~ 

Samuel Casey of I\ew 
port (c. 172,1-7770), Fin 
ials on dome-lidded tank 
ards seldom occur olltsid, 
of ~C\\' England From Ih 
. \ f abd Brad)' Can-all col 
/rdiol/, Call(~y oj Fille Arts 
],de ['lIil'asil)' 

FIG. 2 (below, r~[!,ht)­
T/\i\KARD BY .lOll:' 
B.'\SSE1T, I\E\\" YOU 
(7696-7767) 

Dome tOp: fishtail han 
dk. The In mark wi t! 
fleur-dc-lis was late 
chan~ed to ru and use( 
hy John's son frederick 

AMERICAN PE\VTER TANKARDS 
By EDW ARD E. MINOR 

Except as lIoted, illustratiol1s from tbe autbor's colLeffiol1 

~
J lERICAN pewter possesses precisely the attributes which 

Mr. Kerfoot so happily describes in his book as being all­
important to the collector. More than that, besides the 

lttribute of what l\.1r. Kerfoot terms "collectibility," the ware has 
111 inherent bea,.uty of texture and of shape that amply repays the 
:ollector for its acquisition and for the labor he may expend in 
ts cleaning and rcpair. There seems to be a n unwritten law that 
he dealer must never try to change the appcarance of a pewter 
trticle. Perhaps that is well. The shop example, therefore, is quite 
ikcly to discredit those laudatio11s of pewter which refer to the 
netal's satiny finish and romantic gleam, To onc of experience, 
lowever, the dirty face is superficial. He knows at once whether 
Ir not the true surface lies beneath the outer grime. 

Pcwter tankards made by early American makers arc rare. 
fhe acquisition of such a piece is usually regarded by the col­
ector as a special dispensation of providence. Hence it seems 
I'orth while to show a group of such pieces, even though in so 
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doing no fresh COll­
tribution is made to 
our knowledge of the 
earl" pewterers. Com­
paring the work of 
different makers is in 
itself of intercst, and 
if in the process the 
readcr's interest be­
comes kindled, he may 
pcrhaps ultimately 
experience those tan­
talizing pleasures 
which come to the 
colleCtor seeking what 
so oftcn proves to be 
unattainable. Kipling, 
in the story of Kim, 
quotes the saying of 
the ancient Lama, 

"All desire is an illusion, and a further binding on the wheel.' 
This is quite true. Yet there comes a time when the devotee i 
quite reconciled to his binding, confident that in the turning 0 

the wheel pleasure and satisfa clion will compensate for disap 
pointments. 

The tankard epitomizes the best in craftsmanship and desigr 
of the pewterer's work. I t is perhaps a country cousin of the mon 
aristocratic silver tankard. Undeniably pl<lin beside thc ornan 
embellishmcnts of the more precious vessel, it still possesses ; 
simple dig-nity and elegance that entitle it to respect and cons id 
er<ltion. In form it may reflect the origin of its maker or the na· 
tionality of those for whom it was mc>de, free from the restric 
tions and supervision of a pewrerers' guild, it may even exprcs: 
the personal art or ingenuity of the maker himself. 

Shakespeare, in his play Ilenl)' IV, refers to pewter. I n a sccm 
which occurs in the Boar's Head Tavern, the following conversa 
tiOll between the rollicking Prince Hal and Francis takes place 

Prillce Hm~y: Ho\\' long 
hast thou to sen'C, 
francis' 

Frallcis: Forsooth, five 
years, and as much 
asto-

Plilla TlCllry : Five years! 
By'(' lad:', ;, long 
leasc ror the clinking 
of pewter. 

l'\ow I surmisc that 
the life of tavern 
tankards must have 
been hard and stren­
uous. Presumably they 
all rcached oblivion 
a tan early age. But 
on the other hand, 
there is no reason why 
a tankard dedicated 
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'1(;" :I - T/,;\i!":'Al{J)S .\TTRIBL"TED TO \\' ILLl:\\! BR:\DFORD JR., ~E\\ ,"ORI":' 
lIi8S-77j1)) 

" t'n\!sualh' fint' t'x.llnple of the flat-lid St!lilrt (~· Pt'. solid handk ilnd flat terminal. "lark 
'cn similar to that uf h hut la nl'er " 
'. :\lark \\'B ,,"ith fleur-de-lis similar to that sho\\"n in :--[:"ers' .\·vlrs Oil .. llllrJiwlI f'tlUacrJ" 

\ f;:lInih" piece tr"accd thr!)u~h original pwbatc records in the State Libran·. Hanford . 
::onncC:icut. to the C'5tate (Jf .Joseph Turner in 1759. This would bring (he pit'ce \\'ithin 
kadford's lire span 
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10 the more ceremonious libations or domesti 
hospiraiit\· should not ha\"C been cherished for al 
indefinite time. and during its periods of rest hav 
occupied an honored place among the family larc 
and penates. Thus, in tracing onc tankard hac 
through probate records to the distrihution of al 
(~state in 17.')0. I found that the piece passecilo th· 
dautShter of the house more frequently than to th­
son. l'ndoubteclh- it was vie\\"Cd as a s\'mbol 0 

hospitality, and as such I\"as treasured by dll 

house\\"ife" The rifle, symbol of the home's pru 
tcdion. would have becn prizcd by the man () 
the house and ha\'e occupied a place of hono 
above the fireplace, but still higher, on th! shel 
;1 hove, would ha \"C reposed the pewter tanka re! 
;\ncl, likc the warrior in Homer's It/ad, \1·hOSt 
bright crest and shield shone with an uI1lH',Jl'ie( 
fire. so would it gleam in the firelight of SOlnt 
eark colonial home. 

The design of early Americ;m pe""ter tankard 
does not closely conf()rm to that current in Eng" 
land during the Satart and Georgian period, 
For this many reasons may be given. The Pe\,·ter 
crs' Guild in :'\el\' York \,'as pureJ~' local , and e~er 
cised no control or supervision over pe\\"terers if 
:'\e\\' England or Pcnnsylvania·- probably n-rI 
little in )l'ell" York . Different colonies ':aried il 
nationality and taste" Thc attribution of a tankan 
to a particular maker is often in doubt. for t1H 
touches used on tankards rarely carried the ful 
na me. Ini tials, unless conlJrmecl by more e~tcndc( 
marks on nat\\'are, are therefore hard LO identi!\' 
Such dilTiculties, ho\\'Cver, serve only to spur till 
inrerest and pleasure found in seeking these rare] 
forms of thc pc\\,tercr's I\'ork. 

The accompanving illustrations, taken from m\ 
O\\'n colleCtion, are far from inclusive. :\1al1\ 
highly interesting and attractive pieces are, no 

FIG. <I - T:\~KARDS BY HENRY WILL, NE\\ 
YORK (c. 1735-1801) 

0, Domc lid. Unusually clcar marks. 
/;, Flat lid; picrced thllmbpiece. l'.-Iarks indistinCt 

FIG. 5 - THREE TAXKARDS BY PE\\'TERE1{~ 

OF NEW YORK STATE 

n, Ih" Spenccr Staf­
ford, :\lbanr (7770-
l8././) " :\ typical retel 
Young form with tht 
ma!'k s. ST.\FFUIUl. 

b, By \ \'illialll Kirll\" 
:-.: c"" Y OJ"k (c. 17·10-
lSO.J). :\lark \\'K al 
tributed to WillialT 
Kirb~· . Thumbpicct 
partiail~' cut away a 
side; unusually larg( 
scrrated lip 011 lid 
Letters of the llla r~ 
are similar to thos, 
shown III r-. [yers 
. \ ·ol~J. 

c, l'nusualh- line flat· 
lid Bas,ctt tankard 
probabk Francis, Xc\,. 
York (ln9-7800). The 
thllmbpi{'cc shO\,', 
e\·iclcnce or repair 
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:r, they serve to 
aken or to in­
ase interest in 
subjeti and heir 

ng to light for­
Iten pieces for 
leone to enjoy, 
\. will have ac-
11 p I is he d the j r 
·pose. 
\. E. Housman, 
his well-known 

:111 .·1 Shro/Jshire 
I, wri tes: 

ny it peer of Eng­
lnd brews 
dier liquor than 
le ~fusc , 

1 malt does more 
lan I\liJton can 
justify God's way 
") man. 

FIG. 6 - T.·\:\KARDS ill' FREDERICK il .'\SSETT, :\EW YORK (l7JO-18()I) 

a, flat-lid tankard with smilll lip. l" nusuillk clear mark, FD " 'ith fleur-de-lis . 

, man, ale's the 
:llfT to drink 

b, Dome-lid tanbrd, sCITilted lip. FD "'ith fleur-de-lis Illilrk; at right, ille~ibk mill'k in SCITiltCc! circle-. 
c, Hat-lid filnkilrd with s{'rrated lip. Lnusually fine I'D mark with stars, in roped eirel!' 

fellows whom it 
llrts to think: 
,k into the pewtcr pot 

To sce the world as the world 's not. 
And faith, 'tis pleasant 'till 'tis past : 
The mischief is that 'twill not last. 

Vc may look for the mark on a pewter pot and sigh to find 
las lasted not. But the pot is worthy of preservation. Such 
""ledge of it as wc have should be recorded and somehow made 
,ilable for present and future students. Fulfilment of this duty 
)' yield both justification and commendation to the insatiable 
discrimina ting colleclor. 
11 this cOl1neClion it is pleasant to note the recent widcspread 
iv:\! of interest in the collecling of early pewter by .'\mcrican 
kers. The two chief reference books on the subject are America1l 
'ter, by] . B. Kerfoot, published in 1924, and Some .\·oles 011 

~ricfl1l PewlererJ, hy Louis Guerineau Mvers, published in 1926. 
~ past twelve years, however. have witnessed further research 
discovery, whose results will be embodied in a new and eom­

hensive treatise on American pewtcr now being preparcd by 
!lie 1. Laughlin of Princeton, Kew.Jcrsev . 

8- PEWTER 
{K~\RDS 

lid b, By Parks 
d, Philadelphia 
{fOlies, 1798-J819) . 
lewhat similar in 
1 and cxhibiting 
ousl)' truncated 
le lid . The second 
:ard ornamentcd 
I t\\'o rows of tri­
bands abovc the 
cl and beading 
md lip of lid. 
-all tankard by 
iam Will (/742-
') . ThulIlbpiece 

hean piercing. 
lparison with a 
b is interesting, 

iculady if noyd 
an apprentice of 
iam \\,ill. Gen­
dimensions of all 

tankards arc 
lar 
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FIG. 7 - T:\:\KARD BY 
WILLl .\:\! \\'ILL, PJ-III.A­
DELPI·IIA (17./:!-1798) 

:\ flnt' example of the bulb­
ous form. Similar to \,' il­
liam \\'ill tankard illus­
tratC'd in \fyers' .\'oles, bu t 
showing pierced thumb­
piece, bilnd al'Ound Ihl' 
barrel, and a far more crisp 
and vigorous contour or 
base and lid 
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