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Fig. 6 Ueft) — Prruars Usigte

A four-inch porringer by Joscph
Belcher of Newport, Rhode Island
{c. 1780). Similar in outline to French
solid-handle porringers of the same
period. During the Revolution a
large French  expeditionary  foree
was  quartered  at Newporr, and
Belcher probably  mended  toreign
examples, which inspired his madel,
From the eollection of

Mrs. F. Tusley Blair

Fig. 7 {right) — Tasver witn Forr
HaxpLes
Single-handle specimens, otherwise
identical, also exist. Al rhese pieces
bear the name R, Lee cast in reliet
on handle supporr. Date probubly
¢. 1790, Crade and frail. More inter-

ingers, with a diameter of <34 to 6 inches, and in
nutive tasters or doll-size basins.

1t, whereas the shape of the bowl invited little ex-
nentation, the handle was a feature well adapted to
sidual decorative treatment. [t afforded such endless
srtunity for diversification of pattern under favorable
imstances that each pewterer might easily have de-
{ a design peculiar to his own product. Unfortunately,
aver, molds were very costly in early days. A fledgling
cerer, on completing his apprenticeship, usually
-ed out with an old set of molds, either inherited or
hased, and these in turn he passed on to his successor:
jat the same molds were forced to serve one generation
- another. And, even when the young pewterer had to
an entire new equipment, custom and the conservatism
is trade led him to sele¢t shapes ta which the public

esting for oddiry than for beauty or
usefulness, Diameter: f incles,
From the colicdion of B (.

Stapies

was accustomed. Consequently, instead of hundreds of dif-
ferent designs in porringer handles, we have, thus far,
found less than two dozen varicties impressed with the
touches of American pewterers.

FEven at that we mav congratulate ourselves, for no
such multiplicity is known in kngland: and it is probably
greater than can be matched among surviving porringers
of any Continental country. The reason is perhaps dis-
coverable in the fact that our pewterers were men of divers
nationalities, catering to buvers who naturally preferred
the stvles to which they had been accustomed in their
respective homelands. Hence the American output em-
bodied Fnglish forms, Continental forms, and variations
upon, or combinations of, the two.

We may roughly divide all porringer handles into two
distinct classes: first. the solid tvpe: and, second, the pierced,

. § — Auericax Tastens
Tiny vessels of this tvpe were in use in vine growing countries of Furope, but, it is believed, were never made in England. Excepe for 8,
which has a slightly domed base, all five are merely diminutive basins with handles. a is a form — not a very successful one — used by
Thomas D. Boardman of Hartford, ¢. 1810, The apparent intention of the designer o produce a handle resembling a crown in outline sug-

gests that the mold was made for some pewterer first working when tl

1 Colonies were stiil under British dominion. Diameter: 334 inches. b, ¢,

and 4 (measuring 35{, 234, and 214 inches respeétively) hear Richard Lee touches (Springficld, Vermont, ¢. r800-7820). As far as now known,
these shapes were used by no other maker. & is a very substantial vessel of considerable merit. Others extremely fragile. One can conceive of no

use to which they could have been put other than as toys. ¢ measures

ust 245 inches in diameter; the smallest of marked American porringers.

The letters 1.C.L. £ Co. are cast in relief on the reverse side of handle; ateributed o Isaac C. Lewis of Meriden, Connecticut, in the 184¢’s.

Poorly made; interesting chiefly on account of size. Author's colledion
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440 ANTIQUES

Fiz. g teft) — Souw Hasoue
Probably unique; possibly varliest
tarm ot American solid handle,
No known counterpart in English
or Continenral pewter. Diameter:
54y inches, Impressed on reverse
of handle, intnals A, . in ectagon.
Arrribured o Benjamin Day ot
Newpore (¢, 77 gg-27571. Similar in

outline to the pieread handle of
Vigure 3. chthor’s colleciion

Fio, o ezt - Tae NEwenRri
Hasoee (e, 7770 1300)
On porringers by the Belchers and
Melvilles. This example bears the
eeuch of David Melville (7774
irynr. Diameter: 5 inches. Mok
ville's invenrtory  includes two
types of porringer hamdles, sohd ™’
fas above) amd T Hower'd” {ee exe
ample, Fre. 2e). With the notable
exception of the one known Phila-
dulphia porringer, all handles of this
xnmi fupe are of Newporr ongin.
From the colleciion of 1cight Blaney
!:'!“ulr{/.é the conriesy '_," the Baston
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or opm\\olk type. The former was an inheritance from
the continent of Furope. Howard H. Cotrerell, the ture-
most authority on British pewter, tells me that he has
never seen an Fnoglish pm‘rmgc with a solid handle. Tt s
the plcxncd handle \\hld is characteristic of British por-
ringers. To be sure, this latrer form is found also on some
Continental pieces; but, generally speaking, the British
handle is perforated, the Continental, solid. In this country
we find both forms, with the pcrfur:ltcd decidedly in the
majority and evidently the favorite.

Before taking up the American shapes, it seems wise to
call attention to a few of the styvles favored by the pew-
terers of Fngland. Mr. Corterell has very ki mil\ sketched
for me, in sithouette, four generic types of ]—mzllsh por-
ringer handle, which I am privileged, through his courtesy,

reverse of the

Visewn of Frwe Arvii

Fie. 24 Poxriverer Basins
Types tound only in country dis-
tricts of Pennsvivama where Ger.
man  population was large. @ was
made by Flisha
t78o-170). Fram the author's ool
lectinn. & bears, in an oval on the

handle, the initiais

S, 2, an unknown maker of Chesrer

County, about the same penod.

Fram the collection of

Mrs, 7. Instex Blair

to illustrute in Figure . There were, of course, many
others, but tew of them have survived to the present d.w

Contrary to usual opinion, [ am satisfied that the earliest
form of American handle was pierced rather than solid
for the majority of our early settlers, and the earlies:
American pewterers on record, were F nglishmen, whe
would naturally have followed English custom. But in the
districts where Continental influence was strong we mighi
reasonably expect to encounter solid handles; and in those
very sections they come to light.

[n the country districts of Pennsylvania, largely settlec
by Germans and Swiss, solid-handle porringers were the
normal form. Likewise the only Philadelphia porringe
thus far identified has a solid handle. It is probable, how
ever, that Philadelphia pewterers of English hirth o

hirk of York (c.




@y, 15

raction made porringers with openwork handles. But
1at matter can be determined onlv if, and when, other
hiladelphia porringers are identified.

In only one other section of the Colonies do we find the
lid handle; and there apparentiy it did not supplant the
ierced form, but was manufactured in competition with
e latter. Newport, in 1770, was the most cosmopolitan
swn in New England, with a foreign trade greater than
wat of New York. Tt is, therefore, not surprising that the
lid handle should have obtained recognition among the
ewterers of the Rhode Island cirv.

In time, we may possibly learn that early pewterers of
witch lineage in New York or Albany emploved the solid
andle: but it would be, ro sav the least, mexplicable were
e to find such a form bearing the touch of a pewterer of
lassachusetts, Marviand, or any of the southern Colonies,
‘here the great mujority of settlers were of Fnghsh
straction.

An examination of the accompanving illustrations will
e an acquaintance with the ferms most frequently
wund in England ard America. They will also enable
he reader to distinguish between the solid handles of New-
ort and those of Pennsvlvania; the pierced handles of
thode Island and the shapes made in other Colonies:
nd, in some instances, to determine, by pattern alone,
he handiwork of individual pewterers.

It must not be inferred that this brief survev covers
very known variety of American porringer handle. Several

lesigns which differ but slightly from one or another of

hose illustrated have purposely been omitted. It is, fur-

+41

thermore, certain that other patterns are hidden awayv in
collections which 1 have not had the good fortune to ex-
amine. These, we mav be sure, will gradually come to
light. The interest in pewter awakened by the late Mr.
Kerfoot has set manv other collectors to studying the
craftsmanship of the carly pewterers, and to searching
for documents concerning these men.

It is to be hoped, however, that the different forms here
presented will afford collectors a reasonably comprehensive
view of the scope of porringers: and will enable them to
determine a lirtle more readily than heretofore the date
and source of examples which come under their inspection.

For the embrvo collector casting about for some form
of his forefathers’ handiwork on which he mayv concentrate
his attention with the maximum of interest, [ recommend
the American pewter porringer. Once a houschold article
on the tables of rich and poor alike, todayv the vessel is
obsolete. The allov i which 1t was made has passed from
daily uses and the name itself, reminiscent of another age,
is meaningless to many of this generation. A perfect symbol
of all that we, in this machine-made dav, have lost, the
porringer has not only beauty, simplicity, and distinction,
but the glamour that surrounds any art form of an era that
has forever gone.

Note. In reading the proof of these notes, it occurs to
me that [ should, perhaps, qualify my statement as to the
date when porringer-making  ceased i kngland, by ob-
serving that, for some time, the manutacture of porringers
for export to the American Colonies continued on a lim-

ited sceale in Bristol, [ /. L.

The London l.etter

By Guev

TH}: EWO great artistic events
i London, of late, have
wen the sale of the Lansdowne
mcient marbles and the opening
o an exhibition of " conversation
seces”” by English paintersof the
nghteenth and early nineteenth
enturies. To Lansdowne House
aame a mixed crowd of fashion-
e people and experts trom most
sarners of the civilized world.
While, one alter another, well-
known statues were poinred out
by the audtioneer, it seemed al-
most  indecent  to  warch  the
bidding  for them, as it old
friends were being sacrificed: and
it was somewhar sad rto find
cherished ideals shatrtered by the
cold appraisal of experts.

The whale colleétion fetched
only  L68,302 (qust about half
what was expected), representing
hardly a nmefold appreciation
within somewhat less than one
hundred and fitty vears. [r was
apparent, however, that Roman
statuary 1s not in high favor.
Interest centred chiefly in Greek
work and in the few Assynan
and Fgyptian fragments offered.

Daviv Miporerox sy THomas GAINSBOROUGH
Long assumed to be a portruit of Benjamin Franklin,

ApoG AN Rormeny

Some statues rose but sfowly toa
thousand guineas or sog whereas
the famous wounded Amazon

ateributed to Polvelitus elect:
fied the assemblyv by starting ar
2,000 guineas. After a few min-
ures of sharp bidding, it was
knocked down to My, Brummer
of New York for 17,000 guineas,
oft
Parian starue of Hermes (1,500
guineas), a Greek athlete {780
guineas), and other pieces.
In conneétion with these sculp-

The same buver alse carried

tures, an interesting discovery of
a Roman head, in marble, on the
extension side of Bush House,
Kingsway, mav be mentioned.
It is a clever piece of work, but
not artribured to Roman London.
NMost critics believe it to be an
importation from lraly in Caro-
lean times, when this part of the
Strand was occupied by semirural
mansions,

As for the conversation pieces
exhibited  for  charity by Sir
Philip Sassoon in Park Lane, they
proved a revelation to many, tor,
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