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Fig. 3 (141) -.-\:< EARL\" Df'5IG:< 

Used in both Great Britain and 
the Colonies. Period in England, 
c. 16<)0 to 17:0. Probably obso. 
Iete in this countr;' beforc 1770. 
}{are in horh countries. This 
specimen bcars the initials I. fr. 
(possibh-John \\'i ll of:-':cw York) 
on re\'cr$C of handle. Te is) with 
little doubt, :\mcrican, c. 1-;60 
or ea:-licr. /)il/l}lclt'r: j i"cbe!. 
Frum Il,e c6l1a7iQ" of 
.\[0. J. if. 1\rGIIl 

Fig. -I (/'igU) - FOI::<I) 1:< Rn", 
A.\I"RIC.\ .1:-;1) �F�~�c�;�I�.�.�·�\�"�1�)� 

�F�"�c�<�~�c�d�i�n�g�l �y� rarc in this cOllntr<". 
Period ;n England, c. �I�-�;�-�: �~�.� Thi, 
specimen br- John J)a;,rorrh or 
:-':orwich, Connecticut Cc. 'll.?' 
'7(2). IJitlllh'''' ' ': 1V, inches . . :\, 
Dan!I,rrh inherited hi$ mold, 
from hi, tather, Thomas, work. 
ing :is early as 173.3. wc nlay �a�s�~� 

SUllle that the l110ld tor this 
handle dares (rum c. 1;.,.1. 
Probably not used atrer c. I,Ho. 
From Il,e colfa7ioll Qj 1/'. C. SIt/pit's 

-:.ANTlQL'ES 

alreacl\' classitied on the �b�a�~�i�s� ot thei;' marks. ()f all (mills 
made 'by :\merican l'ellterers, the j'orrin!,ier, with it:; ex· 
ceptional diversity ot handle designs, lends itself most 
readily to such a �s�t�u�d�~�'�,� and hest reral's it. 

their manufal'ture continued in Connecticut and R.hode 
Island, though on a declining scale; and then, about lX30' 
abruptly ceased, not to be resumed. 

The porringer was ordinarily cast in two parts, the bowl 
Porringers were used hI' the earliest Fnl,rlish settlers in and the handle. \Ye shall not tarn' long over the former. 

T ts function was .-\ mer i ca, and 
were, with little 
doubt, made b\· 
our first pewterers. 
Al though the form 
became virtually 
obsolete in Fm!· 
land soon after the 
middle of the 
eighteenth �c�e�n�t�u�r�~�'� 
....... certainl\' by 
1 7/5 - m 0 �~� t o'f 
the surviving 
:\merican speci. 
mens were pro. 
duced after J 800. 
In Philadelphia 
and the SOli ch there 
" . as, a pp are 11 t· 
h', little demand 
�f�~�r� these vessels 
after the Revolu­
tion; and cxisti n!,i 
?"ew York speci­
mens, all of them 
made prior to 
1800, are rare. 
But, in );ew Eng. 
land, porringers 
were turned ou t 
generously until 
about 18'!,. For a 
few years' longer 

Fig . .5 -.-- I'''RKISGE".BA''';S 

il, Found oniy with Richard I.cc touch.:s. Probable period, 17<P-18(X) (northwestern :-':cw 
England). :\0 cOllntapart in English pewter. The cider l.ce spent his carly years in and 
n.-ar Rhode Island. Hence his rcminiscence of the normal Rhode Island handle (Fig. 2a). 
Though handsome in outline, thc handle \\,:lS prohal>ll· tOO irail for the hard service to 
which these vessels were put. Rare. Dimlleli'r: 5):.li incbcs. b, Dolphin handle of John 
Danfurth (:\orwich, Connecticut). Cf. Figure Id. Although not so graceful as its English 
prototype, doul)!lcss more scrviccal>lc; much more aml>itiotls in design than any other 
:\merican handle. l'rol>ablc date, 1733-1 -;80. See comment in Figure 4. Diamet(T: SH 
inches . . �i�l�l�f�h�~�r�'�-�,� �(�~�/�l�d�l�i�o�J�l� 

purely utilitarian 
- to hold food­
and, after a vessel 
had been evolved 
satisfactorilv to 
serve that purPose, 
succeed ing makers 
deviated but �l�i�t�t�l�~� 
from a standard 
form. \Ye find, in 
general, but (WC 

shapes of porringe! 
bowl: first, the nor· 
mal container with 
bulging sides, con· 
trac:ted at top and 
bottom, sur· 
moun ted bv a nar· 
row perpe;1dieulal 
lip, the bo ttOIT 

consisting of a Hal 

circular gunel 
with domed et:n· 
tre; second, the ba· 
sin -with handle 
wh ich is, in reality 
not a porringer a' 
all, bu t a pomn 
ger-basin. The la[ 
ter type .of ho"' 
is usuallv foun, 
only in the large 
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fi,{. (> (ldr) - I'r.RH .;P' l"~·l'2l·f. 

<:\ t"~ur-in,h porringer h,' .1os(l'h 
Bd,h~r o{ \" c""I'Ort. J{hodc hland 
(C . J 7.1'(1 ), Similar in outlinc to Frcnch 
,0Iid,h:lJ1dk porringers IJ! the 3allle 
paiod . During rh" ]{eyolurion a 
large Fn:nch expcdirirJl1an- fore".: 
W:t:o. quartered ;ti 'cwJ'on. and 
Belcher prohahly lllen,k.1 {"reign 
examples, \\ hi ch inspired his model. 
"',.",/1 d" (r,/lrr7iuJI uf 
,1/r.<. J. IJI,'lt:\' mtli,. 

Fig. i (ngbt)-'L,Hf.R WIIH l:orR 

H ·'Xll l.F.' 
Singlt: handle sps..:cimen~, lIfhci\\'j"t: 

ident ical, abo exist. All t hesc pic'ccs 
hear the name R. I.,'" ca,t :n relid' 
on handlc suppOrt. Dart' I'roh"h'" 
r . 1-;-ljC. Crudc' and trail. 'lIon' 'nl .... -
c"in!! (or oddin' than (or Iwaut\· 01 

t1~cfl;l ne~!'. [)ilJ1~J(/t"': _/ i H(l,o. 
J-YVIII tbt rali<'i7r~1I r.f 'f', r:. .\hlpit'.! 

+.19 

ingers, with a diameter of ~yj to b inches, and in 
nuti,'e tasters or doll-size basins. 
It, whereas the shape of the bowl il1\'ited little e:\­

nentation, the handle was a feature \\'dl adapted to 
lidual decorati ve trea tmen t, 1 t afforded such endless 
lrtunity for diversification of pattern under iaI'CJI'ahle 
Imstances that each pewterer might easily have de­
i a design peculiar to his own product. Unfortunately, 
~ver, maIds were very costly in earl\' days. :\ t1edglin(! 
:erer, on completi;lg hi~ appre;1tice'ship, us~all~' 
:ed out with an old set of maIds, either inherited or 
'hased, and these in turn he passed on to his successor; 
lat the same molds were forced to sen'e one generation 
. another. And, even when the young pewte~'er had to 
all entire new equipment, custom and the consen'atism 
is trade led him to selett shapes to which the puhlic 

was accustomed. l'on~clJ1ll:nth', insread ot" hundreds oi dif­
terent designs in porringer handks, we h;\\'e, thus iar, 
(ound less than tll'O dozen \'arieties impresseJ with the 
touches oi . \mcrican pell'rcrers. 

cl - :"-"ERIC·'X TAS'tERS 

1-'.,·en at that we m:l" congratulate ourseln:s, (ur no 
such multipli(it~· is kno';'n in f.ngland; allJ it is probably 
greater than can he matched among sun·i,·ing porringers 
at" am' Continental countr~'. Tht: rea~on is perhaps dis­
cOl'erable in the fact that our pe\\'tt:rers were men oi di,'ers 
nationalities, catering to buyers \\'ho naturally preferred 
the styles to which the\' had been accustomed in their 
respecti\'e homelands. (Ience the American output em­
bodied I-'.ngl ish forms, Con tinen ta I forms, and \'aria tions 
upon, or combinations oi, the two, 

\\'e ma~' roughh' di\'ide all porringer handles into twO 
disrind classes: tirst. the solid tq)e; and, second, the pierced, 

'Tiny "essds ., this t"pc \\CCe in IISC in \·inc growing countrie~ of E uro pc> , hut, it is bclieled. \\cre nelTr made in England. Exccpt for b, 
which has a slighth' domcd base, ,,1\ fi\'c arc mercl)' diminuti\'c ha,;n, wirh handics. 11 is a iorm - nor anT" ,ucccssful onc - uscd h~' 
Thomas D. Boardman of Hanfonl, c. 1810. The apparent inremion or rhe designer ro producc a handle resembling a crown in outline sug­
gests that the mold was made for ,omc pc\\tercr first working: when the Colonics \\ere still under British dominion . /)ilitl/,'/(t': J". i"cl'rJ, b, c, 
and d (measuring "H, 2h, and ~.~; inches rcspcc1i"cl,' ) hcar Richard Lec touches (Springlidd. \'erlllont. r. ,8oo-IS.!o) . . -\5 far as now known, 
thcse shapes were used by no other maker, b is a vcry substanrial "csse! 0; considerable mair. Orher, cxtremely fragilc . Onc ca n concei,'c or no 
lIse to which they coulJ hal'c becn put other thal1 as toys. (mcasures just :)i inchcs in Ji:lt11cter; thc SI1l:lIlt'sr of l1larked .-'lmerican porringers. 
The letters I.C.L. (3 Co. arc cast in relief on thc rC,'erse si.J~ 0; hall."!lc; :lrtril"'ted to Isa:ll' C. I.cwis ot :'-!cri,kn, Connectiolt. in the ,84C·S. 
Poorly made; intercsting chiefly on "ceounr oi size. ,-1lt1b~r'! (&lltd;oll 
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l'roh_,hh- unique; ),o"i hk e.,rlie,' 
t"orm 01' -\lllcrican soiid hand 1...'. 
\'n known I.:Olll1fcrl':lrr in El1gli ... h 
or ConriIH:n"al pt.'\\ h:r J):,IIJlC'lrr: 

5( ~ i'dbt .... Inlprt:~''''L'\! Ull rt:\'<.:r~c: 
o,-11:Indlt', i"i1l.ti, Ii_ /) in o,ragon_ 
-'.rrriburd to Henj"n.in l);,,- or" 
'\ell)'orr fr_ 1,-11 17.;;1_ ~i!lli("r in 
outline to the pierc"d h.Il1.11e .. ,­
Fi~urt.· \. /:11 i'flr'; ((II!t-rl;~n 

f :'1. . ,u in:!. i.1l T 11 .,', "\I:: \\ {>I nu 
~ 1.')"01.1-: (t'. 17;0 ,Sou) 
()n I'0rrin~t.·r!'o h: the Bclchcf!-- and 
'!ell-ilk,_ ("hi, "',lIl1pl" ht'a.-s rhe 
r"'teh Ill- l)a,-i,i \It'''ill" (Iiii) 
i l ')3', /)1,011('''''': .i nlt'l,t's. \Id­
\illc...··!'o Inn:nror~ inrludL'''I two 
t \·pl· ... or I'0nini!l'r handle:s, ,- '(jli~l" 
i .t~ aho\'c) ;uhi-" ~j)\\ t:r\i .. (,~t' (,. 

ample, r,_~_ ..'11)_ \\ i.h th" nnr.,hlc 
l'xccl'!inn of fhe nlll' known I'hiia­
,kll'h;a porringer, all handle, of rhi, 
:,oii,i f\ pc.: art' or' ~C\\ purr origin. 
!-",I)/ /l,,' r',//r'di&1I ~I J J::-igl'IIII,l>/c'­
I :'r-JII1!.L, Il'r' (fJ!tr{('.; Y '!/ /J>( !lrdf(J1: 

l/It.i(>llJJt -/ F:Hr' .Irl/ 

-AXTIQL-f:"S 

or openwork, t~ - pe_ The tormer was an inheritam'e trol11 
the con tinen t of F.urope_ J IowaI'd H _ COHen:ll, the fme. 
most authorit~- on British pewter, tells me that h~ has 
never seen an English porringer with a solid handle. I t is 
the pierced handle which is characteristic of British por. 
ringers_ To he sure, this latter form is tound also on sOll1e 
Co~tlllt:ntal pieces; hut, generall~- speaking, the British 
handle is pt'rt()rated, the Continental, solid_ In this COl"1tr~­
we find both forms, with the perforated decidedl~- in the 
ma jorit,- and eviden th- the fa \"(JI-i te_ 

to illustrate in Figure I_ There were, of course, mal1l 
others, hut few of ;hel11 have sUl"l"ived to the present (1;1\: 

!~ef{)l:e taking up th~ American shapes, it seems wise to 
l'all attention to a tt'w of the styles {a\-ored Il\" the pew. 
terns of England_ ,\1 r. Cotrerell has n:n- kindly sketched 
tor l11e, in s~lhouette. tour generic n-pe-s ot FI~glish POl'. 

ringer handle. which I am pri,-ileged, through his CCJurtes\-, 

Contrar~- to usual opinion. [ am satisfied that the earliesl 
form of :-\merican handle was pierced rather than solid 
tor the majorit\' of our earl\' settlers, and the earlies l 
American i)ewt~rers on reco;-d, were Englishmen, wile 
would naturalh' han~ followed English custom, But in tht 
districts where Continental influence was strong we migh , 
reasonahk expect to encounter solid handles; and in thost 
\-en- sections the,- come to ligh t. 

I;) the collntr~: districts ot-Pennsyl\'ania, largely settle<. 
hy (;ermans and Swiss, solid·handle porringers were the 
normal torm_ Likewise the onh' Philadelphia porringe 
thus far identified has a solid handle_ It is probable, how 
n-er, that Philadelphia ],,'!wterers ot Fnglish hirth 0 

Fi,,(. 11 POWRIS(~ EK B\~I:-'-!' 

'I\'pl's t~)t'nj OJlI~' in country di~­
rri(ts of Pt.:nn-:-.yh·anl:l when..: (;~r. 
mall pupulation was large. {f \Va~ 

l11:1de II\' Eli,h" "-irk of York (r. 
I;SO-lirjo). for.m tLf~ (I!tf[,'Jr'j {I,I­
In"7ifJJJ, (' bear:;, in :In 0\';11 on the 
".,"er,e ut rht' h;II1.II", the iniriais 
S. I',. an unknown tl1akL:f ot" ChC'!'r c:r 
CUllnr~-, auuur rhe same l'"riu,1. 
1-,-,))" (/;,' ({,/I(diulI vI 
_\fr.<. :r. III_dn fif,)i~ 



:tradion made porringers with openwork handles, But 
lat inatter can be determined only if, and when, other 
hiladelphia porringers are identitie~1. 
In only one other sec'tion of the Colonies do we find the 

Ilid hal;dle; and there appJ.renth' it did not supplant the 
ierced form, but was manufactured in competition \"ith 
le latter. :\ewpon, in ',,0, was the most cosmopolitan 
)wn in '\ew England, with a furei!!n trade l!reater than 
l~lt of '''cw York, I t is, therefore , n-ut surl'ris-in~ that the 
)Iid handle should ha,'e obtained renJ!!nition amonl! the 
C'wterers of the Rhode I sin nd c: n ', - -
ln time, we ma~' possibh- learn' that earh' pcwterers of 

lutch lineage in '\ew York or :\Iban,' emplc)\'ed the solid 
andle: but it would be, to sa,' the least, inexplicable \\'en: 
'C to tind such a form bearing: the tollch of a I'ewterer 0/ 

lassachusetts, \lan'land, or an,' of the soUthlTi1 Colonies, 
,here the great n;.tjority of 'settlers were of t"~ n~lish 
:.:traction, 

.-\n examination of the accompal1\'ing illustrations will 
i,'e an aClJuaintance with the i.rms 1110s t frequenth' 
n!!1d in England a;'.l :\merica, The" \\'ill also enahle 
he reader to distin!!uish between the soi'id handles of :\ew­
ort and those o(Pellnsyh'ania; the pierced handles of 
~hode Island and the shapes made in other Colonies; 
nd, in some instances, to determine , I", pattern alone, 
he handiwork of individual pewtere rs, 

It must not be inferred that this hrief SUITe,' c{J\-er~ 
1'(:1'\' known yarietl' of :\merican porringer h.ln<1le', Se\'eral 
lesigns which ditler bur slighth' frOI11 one or :Innther of 
h{Js~ illustrated ha"e purJl~sel~: heen omitted , It I~, tur-

rh<:rmore, certain that other patterns are hidden awa\' III 

,'ollect iol1s which 1 ha"e not had the l!ood tortune to <:x­
amine, These, we ma\ be sure, wili-l!radualh' come to 
light. The interest in 'pcwter awakene~l hy th~ late ,\11', 
h: erfoot has set mall" otht:r col!<:dors to stll(l\'inl! tht: 
craftsmanship of thc ' <:arh- pe\\' t<:rers, and to ~ea;ching 
for documents conccrninl! these 111en , 

1 r is tCl he hoped, h{)\"~I'er, that the ditl'erent forms hen: 
presen tl'd will afford collectors a reasonahh' cOl1lprehensi, 'l' 
\' il'\\' of the scope of porringers: and will enahle them to 

determ ine a littk more readih- than heret()fore the date 
and source of eX:llnl'le~ which l:ome under their inspeni(ll1, 

I'-or th!: embr\'o (oilel'tor cIs rinl! aj,out for some form 
of his ior<:tather~' handi\\'ork on \\ ' h~ch he m:l \' concent rate 
his attent ion \"ith the ma:-.imulll of intl'r<:st, 'I r<:co mmt'lhi 
the '\ml'rican pe\\'tLT porrin~er. ()nc<: a household article 
on the tal ,l<:s o f r:ch an,1 poor ai ik<:, todal' the ITsse! is 
obsolete, Tlh: allm' in \\ hich it \\,;1 S mad<: has passed frol11 
daih- 1I~<: ; and the nalllc itself, rcminiscl'nt ot' another al!e, 
i, m~aningless to man, ot thi s generation, .. \ perten snllhol 
of all that \\e. in this machint'-llIad<: da ,' , h :I'<: lost. the 
porringer has not onh' heauty. simplicit< alh! distinCtion, 
hut the l!lamour that SII IToun,b an" art form of an era that 
h as tore ~ ' er l!one, ' 

.\'1)/( , In 'reading the proot of these notes, it occurs to 
111e that I should, perhaps, qualif~ n1\ statement as to the 
date when l'orringer-Illaking ceased in 1',ngl:lllll, h~' 01>­
st:n' il1~ that. tor some time, the manu/actllr!: ut purringers 
for export to the :\l1~erican Colonies continued o n a lim­
itl,,1 s,'ale in Bristol. /..! , L. 

The London J ,cttcr 

T HL two great anist ie el'ent' 
in London, of late, han: 

'cen the sale of the I,ansdowne 
Incient m;I1'J,les and the open ing 
If an exhihition of" conl'ersation 
'ieees" I." Engl ish painters of the 
~it!hteenth and earh' ninetn:nth 
'~nturies, To i,anstiownc flollsc 
:ame a mixed crowd of fash ion-
1i1!t:pcoplc and expcrts from most 
:Orllers of the ci"ifized world, 
\\'hile, ,'I,.: after another , well , 
known statues wen: pointed Ollt 
hy the auctionccr, it seemed al­
most indecent to watch the 
hidding for them, a s if ofd 
friends were heing sacri ticed; and 
it was somewh;t sad to tind 
cherished ideals shattered },~' the 
cold apl'rais;t\ of experts , 

The wllOfe collectiun fetched 
only t.:(,~,:;o:: (just ahout half 
what was expected), representing 
hardf~' a ninefold appreciatioll 
within sOlllcwha t less than one 
hundred and ti,'n' Years, I t was 
apparent, h()we"~r,' that Roman 
statuan' is nut in hich la ,'or, 
Inrercst centred chidh'-in Greek 
work and in thc fe\~' :\ssl' rian 
and Egyptian fragmcnts oH:ered, 

- , 

I),H'W \IIIlDI.ET"!( Ill' THOMAS (; '\lS'I,OROI'(;H 

Long ""ullled to he a !,onrail of B,'niarnin Franklin , 

""tl n1e ... t a tll<. ·' ru~e hut :--lowh t t I a 

rhc.. ll l,,-a nd 1.!1I 1 nl'~h flr S11 : w: ~ ert'; t ~ 
the fall" ';" w" un tl ed -\nl:lZWl 
arrrihutl'd to 1'{)IIT li tu~ eledri­
lied thl' "sst'lllhh' I,,' 'tarring at 
~ ,ooo t! ui l1l' a" ,\!'ter a "t'w m in­
ut,'" (;,' sharp hiddill!!. it w;{, 
kn{)r ked do"n t{) \11' , Hrlll1l111<:f 

of " c-w Yor k (or ~- ,ooo 1.!IIIn e a ~, 
The same hll\'"r al"I> car ri t,tI o tf a 
Pariall statll ~ 1,1' fllTlllCS ( 1,;= 
I.!uine;h ). a (;reek ;lthkt l' (:..~o 
guineas), and IIthn piece" ' 

III connection wirh {hest' "cull'­
tll re!' , an j J1tt'rt:~rilll! di~c{l \' er\' of 

a Roman head, in '~''Irhlt-, Oil ' the 
t' \ ten,ion side 0" Bush 1 louse, 
1"IH!sw;I\' , 111 a,' I'e ment ioned, 
I t i; a c(t:\ er p'iece o( work , hur 
no r atrrihured to ){olllan London , 
.\)o"t nitics Idie",,' it to he an 
illl I'on:ltil 111 ,'rom It'lll' in Caro­
lea n time" when this part of rhc 
Strand was occupied h~' semirllral 
nlan~[(lIl"" . 

As (or the c"n\'er"atlon p,ecc, 
exhihited for charin' h,' Sir 
Philip Sassoon in Park 't;{n~, the~' 
pro,' ed :l re"da {ion to III a n~' , for, 
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