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Further Notes on Commemorative
Porringers

By Howarp Herscurr Correrery, F. R, Hist. S,

In ®@ctober, 1927, Axrtiques published an article by Conservator Adolphe Riff of the Museums of Strasbourg, describing several commemorative
pewter porringers, and pointing out certain peculiarities in their form and decoration. He likewise raised question as ro the identey of the pewrerers
whose marks appear upon these pieces. An editorial note, further, suggested the possibilicy that since, in various essentials, these porringers exhibic
obvious departures from English practice, they may possibly have originated on the Continent.

Thus the status of a number of interesting considerations relating o these porringers was left somewhat indeterminare. Now. however, Mr. Cot-
terel] offers a wealth of further enlightenment, which enables us to identify the immediate authors of these porringers, their nationality, and the
periods of their adiviey. Itis regrettable char an important additional note on this sublect from Mr, Cotterell has reached Axyiques too Jate tw supple-
ment his original material. Tt will, however, be found in the Editor's Attic this month,

By wav of brief summary of preceding discussions, it may be noted that M. Riff divided these commemorative porringers into four types: Type
1. displaving a relief bust of King William in the bortom of the bowl. on the lid portrait medalhions «f William and Mary, four shields bearing the arms
of Great Britain and Ireland, the cypher of William and Mary, and the motte Honi Sois Ons Mal ¥ Pense; Type 11 displaving the heads of King
William and Queen Mary in the bottom of the bowl, on the lid_the portraits of the sovercigns with the cypher #7 3 X and with the mark /. /77
over a pairof scales; Tvpe 111, displaving a mythological figure in the bowl on the iid the two portrut busts, the evpher and the inscription God Sace

B. Gearge and Queer: Ann; Type 1V, Iid only, without handle, and with the inscription God Save Poine George and Sucen .
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EWTER en-
thusiasts the
worldover
will be grateful
to Conservator
Adolphe Riff for
his brave plunge
imto the complex
subjedt of com-
memorative por-
ringers¥; but he has
so established
himsell as the écu-
elle a bowillon spe-
aialist that no one
was more likelyv to
take the plunge or
w0 ealculated to do
it a masterly
xay, allowing no
conjecture to inter-
fere with establish-
able fact, a feature
which  guides  all
his writings and
makes them, there-
fore, so reliable.
Had T known of
MURif's intention
o write upon this
subject I could not
caly have supplied
himwith furtherey-
amples and notes,
b'u! also have
Cieared up the mys-

tery of the mark /. /7. with scales, which appears on the
["5“’“ Institute example, illustrated in M. Riff’s article.

I will, therefore, begin these notes with an illustration
L‘_E;\{) of this mark, that of John Waite of London,
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which he was given
leave to strike on
the London touch-
plate in- 1673-4.
This gives us the
date of 16734, or
later. for the por-
ringer
under “Tyvpe
of M. Riff's notes
and for all other
piecex on which
this mark appears:
for it must be re-
membered  that «
touch. once struck
upon  the  touch-
plates. had o be
used throughout a
pewterer’s  career,
unless express per-
mission for varving
iUwas given.

In Figure 2 Teive
an ilustravion  of
the mark of Henry
Smith. which ap-
pears on the por-
ringer considered
under M. Riff's
$lvpe  B-Henry
Smith was made a
free pewterer of
London in 1724,
but was not given
leave to strike this

considered

e

Maveh 23, 1726, which gives us the Jate of
1720, or later, for all picces on which this mark appears.

Now where have we arrived? Well, in the first place,
an interval of at least fifty-two vears between the strik-

ing of the two touches. This leads us to the verv natural
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] Wiaitte was
cathered 1o his fathers be-
fore Mensy Smich had leave
By sEr R e ronehes Ehas
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any doubi. the carliest of
Havine  thus
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does his Tepe H come iné

The mark on rhic picee.
whivh | tustrate in Ploure
us reahine. 1o omay
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et Fype

been said 1o allow this sequence of

rupes o pass without further question.
We now enme to the correct interpreta-
tion of the script monograms or ey phers

‘aC'\i

on these pieces. Mr. R has inverpr
them without fear and without crror.
P b

matter is 1o resolve these cyvphers

assibly rhe stmplest way 1o sertde the

their respective le which

| _
done roughly in Figures 3.0 4. and 3.
If these be traced on tissue  paper

and set superimpored.

one upou the other. they

will. when held against the
light, display roughly  the

monograms illustrated on
the piUCL\‘ ghowen. ooyl
Riff's article.

Ay Figure 3 shows the
cvpher which appears on
his Tyvpes | and la: Figure
g.ou Type [l and Figure 5.
on Tvpes L1l and IV The
MR of my Figure 4 is done
in cypher. and. it folded
down the centre. it will
be found - after muaking
allowances  for my faaly
penmanship—that the
two sides roughly corre-
spond.

There remains for me only
ta illustrate two further ex-

amples of this type of por-
ringer from the fine collec-
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i with spoohahaped knop replacne the cock

hamdle of > Basex fnstinee example

touned o Aifved B Yesees

of Alfred B. Yeates. FUSO A KR,

1B\, of London. Figures 7. 74, and
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-t <how the porringer. s cover. and the
by, This piece. in many
sf MR < Tepe
lifers. First, the
- of Scatland and Trelang id

i iderespectived

tyerembles that

€
- » H
but it also matenadlyv o

Pave. for some reason. changed

seveond, the three cocks on the cover
supplanted by three quite

fons  sejanis. Other details

¢ ver offer slight
Cferences. On the inside

o0 the porriger, the n
;

are. To head carr tesa

ounlv part of

o xctual bust of the
Cerelgth OCCUP iesmore of
sehd, possibly because
the latter 1s some
. lese than that of
Me Yeutes example. Fi-
. the handles have

mare PFaelis

care: diamerter of
i ivht of

N oalone s beinge readable.
Bat it 1 quite possible that
it i the same mark as thae

Lo Rif's example, in
ich case Henry Smith
mast bave possess eduiwo

molds for the Bdo o« poinr

wortl of note when



