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An Old English Provincial Trade Guild

N the January, 1920,

Casual Notes

p'nmed silken banner
of the New York So-
ciety of Pewterers,
torwhich, verv wisely,
he claims no more
than rlmr it gives evi-
dence of the existence
of suchabody, though
there is at present no
means of knowing
whether or not it was
of a permanent na-
ture or created fer a
special purpose — to
wit, the great Federal
parade of July
=88,

Well, one prefers to
ke with hum on the
safe side rather than
to allow one’s self o
be led off into all
manner of wildcat
cmn :ctures and
speculdmons. Burt,
surelv, among our
American cousins
there s someone who
will be willing to seize
the baron from the
Lditor and to do an-
other lap or two in
the race for tfurther
knowledge; for it is
surely to be found, if
the search be made in
theright channelsand
with real keenness.

At the time when
the January number
came ro hand, we had
but recently com-
pleted some notes
bearing on two Eng-
fishp
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which gov mneq, and rhe bounds which |
iy pew rerer, and open up ground  a rorse s
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ainted banners, pennants, or streame
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to hope that something analagous o

as 'mwm,ng the

[har a more ready
comparison mayv  be
made with the arms
on the Amertcan han-
ner, an enharged ilus-
rrarion s given m
Figure 1 of f that pn'
of our banners which
contains the arms of
the London pew-
terers, though the
banners we write
about were nort of
London but of rhe
Hammermen's Guild
of Ludlow 1n che
counry of Shropshire,
England:
of the London
terers arms by
vincial guilds would
seem to have heen
cither permitted or
winked at.

Ludlow s one
the and
IMteresting towns o

l- neland, with ies
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nd hne feadal castle
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by Americans when in
the Obd Country.
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\f wrn = God o allgrr Strength

miners presuma We cannat, ar this Jistance, either

Gl A T Y T Gl JE T wnithis o Godalone e all Glory
prove or disprove this suggestion, since the banner 1s nox % .
. ; coPewrerers. s g Gad 15 all our Trast
before us for examinarion, but nay we pur forward as an P L T Cladiinlloio’ Frnst
alternarive that these individuals mav be pewrerers with . o i , .
A ’ 5 Y e I o Blacksmihs By Hanner and Haondall Avzedo Stand
melting pors full of molten meral? ¢ Saddlers . 5 Cuer Traest is in Gud

locve as Brethern
e d 32 G i all nuer Triest

The anly remaining point tor \mu;nl:‘n.u’l 18 the mottoes:
rhm of New York beme Suid

. B and Prre, against our

Dot God i all O Trrst. ure § . Plumbers,
Notres - Fu God (s all war
1ope
4. Glaziers,

From rheabove there
would seem. ar firse
sightonor much where- ¢

upon ro hase a connec-

On

Noneine Lumine
. Tinplate workers
{nize in Lave
d. Carpensers,
— Hannus God

ti. Sur thae chevy

vich s rhree slipped
roses is suricient, ror it
¢. Joiners,
None
. Cutlers,
Pour parventr au
Ren
g. Plasterers,
— Lot Brotheriy Laze
Contivue
A Farners,
- Honsrr Gad

\]1(}\\ = rh:n \‘.‘hm-\ erwias
responsible far the
American conpceprion
was notwithoutknowls
cdye of, and, who shail
sav, affeerion for the
old rradition. This s
wellrit proves that the
\nierican interpreta-
tion s hot chimerical,
but thar it stands upon

Figure 1 gives an en-
larged view of the pew-
terers’  arms — which
are, in every derail, the
same as those of the
Worshiptul  Company
of Pewrerers of [on-
don — as well as a bet-
ter idea of the present
frail condition of these
banners.

Theuse of these arms
by Joeal guilds would
seem to suggest some
affliation with or li-
cense granted by the
parent companies of
[.ondon.

The streamers were
carried by the voungest
freemen on all state

a foundation of granite
—a conclusion which
gives greater force 1o
the hope rhar some-
rhi 1w more than an in-
stiturion torthe tempo-
rary  participation  in
the Federal Parade was
i the mind of the
American designer; che
hope thar, even ver, it
may be discovered that
the pewterers of the
New World were organ-
ized and had cheir ordi-
nances formed on lines
simitar o those obeaimn-
ing in the Old Country,

Turning now to the Fir, 2 — Sereaver oF tHE Leortow Groes or Havserues ()L‘(‘:HAOH‘:, at rhc head
SrOry we wh‘l"c to tell: Cbverse and reverse, Fora fullde tion of chis st recampanying wxe, of the fraterni tv when
The Archives of rhg it marched in proces-
Ludlow Hammermen's Guild are deposited in the rown sion. Thev were also p;lr;ulcd at the pleasure fair held
museum at budlow, and it is ro the courtesy ot John mthx on the hrst of Mayv.

Palmer, one of the joinr curators of thar instirurion, that Figure 4 shows the old mcml)czshm badge of the Guild,
we are indebred for much of the information here viven, recentle acquired by Thomas Warburton of Manchester,

Twaoinreresting mement oes of the Guild have found asate v whose courtesy it is here repraduced. This badge is of

resting place in the museum, in the hnmus rwo much fraved  copper, one and one-halt inches in diameter. The reverse
silken streamers,or pennants, with fringed edges. cachabour  side is lefr blank ta receive the name or number of the

fifteen teer fong, upon ane of which ‘li\pz_&! the date 1=5q. member: the edge s milled diagonally.
Fach side of these streamers is painted with the arms, helm, CHCha
cz‘wst.snmnn‘rcrs‘:m-.imnrmu:'rhc various rradesconstituring Prior ro the reign of Richard I, the smiths, with some

the Guild. Hlustrations of these are given heve froni phatos  sixteen other allied trades, formed themselves o
e B i | : - - , Hiaghats
W, E. Harper of Ladlow, These trades and - a trading - fraternity under the name of Siths and
)

graphs taken by
fows.reading frumeoprobottomineachease:  rkers for murual protection, benefit, and support,
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and, in course of time, became a prescriptive corporation.

It is laid down in an ordinance made by Richard, Duke
of York, father of Fdward IV, whilst Lor d of the Castle of
[udlow, and confirmed hy the “twelve and twentyv-hve’,

the then governing body of the town, thar:

Ne manner eralt make no foreign Brother but it he a man of this same
wwn, dwelling and occupye the same craft that he is made
ander pavne of XL, soay it
plavaly apperth under the
said Duke's seale and the
Camon Seale of the town, o
be torfeit as ought rimes as
it may be proved.

hrother of,

s hy

ared DL—
461, ¢gran ted

Burgesses

rheir heirs and
s forever:

King Fdward
his Chareer d
cember—
tw the
Fadlow,

U%

SUHCCESKOrs

thev have in thair
Borough aforesand,
the Merchants Guild with
Company and all ather cus-

That
town or

wans and  liberries to the
Guild  atoresard  appertuin-
ing, and that no one whe is
not of that Guild shall use
amv Merchandise  tn rthe
atoresatst town or suburbs of
die same unless by rhe B-

cense and leave of the sume
Burgesses  cheir  heirs and

SUCCERRNOS,

The Guild or Com
pany.of Smiths, mer
the south aisle of the
pirish church for the
rransaction of their
husiness, held pews
there, and contribured
towards the mainre-
nance of the church.

In the vear 1311 2
charter was granred ro
the Guild, wherein the
tollowing rrades would
appear to be members:

o pavment of 138 _A

master who was ;qmrmhcui in the tmm of Ludlow, o
anv of the occupations “shall have his Freedom in the
Guild on pavment of bs m and those not apprenticed rhere
Any anv of the
. ul\ ing any master haif a
paund of wax as mru‘ as he ofended.

Journevman of

was to fortert

sand n\m;nm ns
The first record of proceedings is in 1236, when certain
alrera made
in the election of stew-
ards and the fees pav-
able masters  on
their admission.

Under the new
the men  were
x.‘h(.m_&c Emr one stews
ard, and the of
the f‘c“m\'xhi \rhu)thw‘

Ons were

by

rules,
t~i\' Tes
nrmx
The fees for admission
Jditfered  accord img to
the Jifferent rade

the list of which \';mml
considerably from that
of 1311 =—and included
siNteen msread
of twelve, the pewterers

}"i\';ft: 1os Od for ad-

3
trades

nussion if apprenticed
iy the town, and 308 8d
it otherwise.

fn 13
position was drawn up
under the seal of che
fraternity and that of
r?l’\: E‘(s!‘f‘ugh‘ and L);\--
proved on the third of
the law
(";’u\\'il
Th%
lon:

kh ot

T4 new com-

April 1376 Dy
officers of the
ar Brideenorth.
§L£§“ 5.‘3 a4
Jdocument,  the
af which

mmh \hg same s those

‘(} \!\a}\
% b

‘xL”,\ Wt

cWarls - were

ciach required 1o give

smiths, ironmongers, /#fe 7= STREamER oF THE Leotow Grieo or Hasrverves a hond with surenes
saddlers, iﬂ'(llicl's, pew- Obverse and reverse. For a tud descripnion of this sreamer see ALY ing ek tor L'_;C fat

terers, spurriers, buck-

lemakers, brygand ironsmakers ls/e], armorers, masans,
cardmakers and coopers. Under its Chareer, the Guild was
ordered to choose from among themselves six of the “mosr
to be called by the name of
“eoand two srewards, to be called by the name
“: and the same .\ix’ men and two srewiards o
i ofhice for two vears fram the d

i}csr*cv :‘md siaddest men’™,
“rhe six mien
af Usrew ;mis'
Continue
ton:

dare of rheir elec-
aocoumnt

and the rwo stewards vearly to make a true
of all such goods and monies as shall come to rheir hanas,

hetore the said sis men

b the Charrer ir was provided rhat any master sum-
moned, and not mkpg ni ng upon his summons, was_ro e
fined by the stewards in halt a pound of wax: and cvery

Memt
bidden to bring avt; N aUinsT tfelfow-members wis

Wwrsowere for-

hout rhe
consent of the six men, under pain of forfainng 3s gl
less than

Apprentices could not be tound tor
o end when they artained rhe

apprentive wits to he made

SUVCH S eals
HEL'

Gnopay-

a! raentv-rour,

reg sl i’,-\’\i}\LITEHH

nent of the customuary fec.
A foraigner”, o one noz apprentived in the rown &zz
j

ro produce restimoniais as oo where and with whe

ved his apprenciceship and rhae hie hasd heen 's,zf gm_m
Bame and hone «(mi’." thar rime. Should he fail so
con 13‘[ m\l sel up n ] hour heing made trece
f th he s opd foreverydavihe so

”r\k“l\ .\{
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The bailiffs and council of the town were given power to  the spot formerly occupied by the Warwick Chapel, but “an

correct, reform, amend, or alter anv ambiguity thar might
arise in anv clause.

The charge to masters on their being made free pro-
vided for their attendance at meetings when summoned,
under pain of a fine of 35 4d: to pay H'zil money s ~d,

earlv; and a fine of 3s 4 for using “railing words’, or
commencing a suit .wm: a brother without
leave, or proun-’mg work out of another s hands.

Finallv:

n‘:"r]ucr
master

No muaster of this Fellowship shall suder bis ssevant or prennyvoe to

as shall

suche

come to the oo
i?pﬁ!‘; ;".’1}‘31{’.‘ O:’ -
exher in vour hehalt dni‘ not use o Rocie tn the (e

wwans supper, on

Lastiv, vou no

Zituly

vou have been Stewurd
Abhout the vear 1137, there are in the minutes and stew-
ards’ accounts manv instances of money heing \p*-v on

the stewards also havt ny charge

the furnishings of soldicrs,
of the fraterniry’s small armory.

Like other similar fellowships, the Ludlow Guild seems
ro have had its annual feasrs. and the stewards had an
annual allowance of “a portle of sack and a portle of
claret” for their stewards’ suppers.

In the vear 16co the fraternity numbered about sixey-
five free-masters. After the vear 1hgy, the admission forms
bear a one shilling Inland Revenue stamp.

Among the mecti'gs of the fellowship were Election
Dav, Stewards’ Hall, Quarterly Meetings i reduced to two
n 1790), with xpec.ai .md priv ate meetings. All these were
held in the pews belonging to the fraternity, situace under
the east window of the sourh aisle in the Parish Church, on

Freo p— \lguvBrRsyte
of {I‘)m)\\ Havsersie

se blank to receive

her.

adjournment was trequr:ntlx made to an neighboring inn".

\Members were summoned by notice and bv the ringing
of a bell. Election Day was formerlv held on the Sundd\
afterwards altered to the S Saturday, after Holy Rood dav
and finally to a Tuesday early in May. The fine for refus-
ing to serve as steward, hnal}\ fAixed at £3, had previously
been 1 35 +d,and 20s od. The six men were chosen, as a rule,
from amongst the latest past stewards, the four key-
keepers and box- keeper being chosen next.

Stewards’ Hall was 'rener'LHv held on Whit Mondav. In
later vears the audit was cransferred from Election Day
to this meeting.

Up to 1710 the clerk was chosen from among their own
members, but in this vear Richard Perks, town clerk of
ludlow, was appointed to the office, about which time also
the \x.ummth\ clockmakers, cabinetmakers, and cthers
were admitted to the fraternity.

In 1792 a motion was set on foot for getting rid of the
six men on the ground that they should have no more
power than other members, but this came to nothing.
Trouble commenced as in other similar guilds early in the
ainereenth century, and, from 1813 to IQJ\, great difficulty
was experienced in getting refractory hammermen to take

up thetr freedom. | ['he deathblow came in 1835 in the shape
ot the Municipal Corporations Act, which enacted that
any man mwht carrv on anv lawful trade in any borough,
whether free of anv trade mnid or not.

The fraternity drifted on for many vears after this,
until, one by one, its old members died off and its pews in
the parish church were swept away.

Book Notes :

The Pre

By Georc

NE of the problems continually conrronting the collector of
early Americana i how o care for printed books and pam-
phlets which. in spite of bindings, paper and
un: \rn‘l{ti\ & ey pcﬂ.z':lph\,;‘.rc ver rare and valuable. For it s the
sad truth thar many of our rare early American printed books,
~o far as their ypoyr: aphv s concerned, are mcré‘\' horrible ex-
amples. Frankhin's Cato . xl«r or. which has, indecd, a beaurirul and
weli-designed title p age, s s pointed out in {nnukrul rs cazalogues
its the finest example of American typography of irs tme 770,

weak inferior

vation of Early Americana

e H. SarcesT

Yet this utle ; age — in black and red — is equalled, it not sur-
passed in ~m~p beauty, by many of those in books published to-
day, :md “this first translarion of a classic in this Western World”
was originally in calf, which frequently becomes dis-
colered by time.

Neariv all of our %mcm‘m incunabula, — hooks printed here
before 1-oc — the multitudinous sermons of the Mathers, and a
hest of rare and highlv-prized American books of the sev mteen(h
anid ety hrurch centuries were originally bound in cheap- looking

\(“IHU



