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1,/'OiO!!1'fIId, /"1 Erll ./,/('II/\('{1. 

All 1!/I(I/O!!,I'fII)/", "1'<'<,/11 Fi!,!1/f(, I, /11'1.' of !!j.,'en III Ill(' 
COOI",r (''';011 ,\/Wi/.'1I111 fOf tll<' , Iris of ])<!CI; f<llio 11 , 

T 1I F H<JU: OF PE\\ TEll ill ('\ l'I':-( hi y lift' t lll'nu ~h(}l It t hI.' 
.\fiddle ,\!,lL'S ,In<l the si\tccnth ,lne! se\'L'ntL'l'nth C'cn[lll'ies 
cm hardh' he ()\'l'restimatl'd, Ell~ral ' in!!~ with l'Olltelll' 
por,lr~' or 'Bihlical suhjects, interioi' or st'ill-liI,> paintings, 
and-·lll<lst enlightt'nin!.! of all-the ~el'l'lItcL'nth-l'entlll'\' 
Cl'llllan dill] ll<'~lSeS ( l~i~, 1) with their ('()Illpll'te furnish'
ill!!;s. slwII' the I1l,lIl~' fmms in \I'hich pe1der sern'cl the 
hOllsehold: ;IS measuring. pouring, ane! drinking \'essels, 
as dishes, hasins, fountains, and canisters, and as indi\'id
ual plates, replacing treen on the table of the hur~hl'r. 

\/easlll'ing and drinking yessels of pewter-from the 
Scottish t,lppit hens to German Stit:ell and french 
c!llIluises-were standard l'quipment in the ta\'erns, as 
were tankards and fbgons of monument,ll capacity in the 
~uildhalls, E\'en in thl' church, at least in the poorer 
parishes, pe\\'tt'r \\'as lIsl'd, be it fer candlesticks, incense 
boats, and holy-water stoups, or for chalicl's and alms 
dishes, The pc\derers of Europe ('reakd <In astonishing 
\'aridy of slwpes adapted to all these different purposes. 
lIni\'('l'saI in thelllseh'es, but often modificd b\' regional 
ClIstOI1lS, 

Besides heing useful as kitchen and tahle \\'are la st'! 
or ",c;arnish" of which \\'as <t sign of l'onsiderable opu
lenc;,'), pe\\'tl'r in lIlany casl'S ,lsslI\J1ed a mor(' pretentious 
role as a suhstitute for sill'cr. both in the ('hurch and ill 
the hon1l's of the \\'ell-to-do but not quitl' wcalthy, Hichl\' 
decnrated late Henaissancl' silver or sih-er·gilt ('\\'crs. 
basins. and tankards, <\\'aibbll' Oil'" to rl'lat'h'l'h' fCI\', 

\H'IT parallell'd b:' pewter orn'llllel~ted \\ 'ith [inl: rl'lil'f 
\\ 'mk l Edd:::illll or IJljc[I'cric d'(;/aill) b\' such m,lstL'rS ;t, 

C;\spar Elltierlein and Fr,lll~'ois Briot.' 
If Oln'\'er, the gre,lt majorit:, of \'essels lip to the clId of 

the sel'enteenth centu]'\' \\'I.'re of traditional form. stunk 
rathl'l' than ell'g'lI1t. Cilan!!es in social life and ClIstOJIlS, 
~]lreading from'the incre,;singly refined eighteenth-cen
tll!':' cnlll'ts dO\\'Jl to the growing middle class, first 
hrcII I~ht a dC'l'isi\'e lllodification in the shaping of pL'\\'ter 
1'('SSl'is. Centler forms of con\'i\'ialit\', did,lted Il\' the in
trlllllll'tion aud spre,lding: \'ogllc of l:ofll'l', tea, ,m'd choco
la It', as well as the inlTe,lSin!!;lv ci\'ilized tahle manners 
of the Ct'ntU!T. offerl'd a wholi:: new field for thc pe\\'tcr
er, In l'oll1pditi<ln with sih'er, fai'ence, and porcelain, he 
!JCl\\' hlshiO!H'd cofFeepots and teapots, tureens and tr<l\'S, 
sll!:,:ar hOlds <lnd s,1I1C'('hoats for the table of a \It'\\' soC'iet:' 

.\ '\TI(Jl'FS 



that had learned, or strm'e to learn, the rdi1lcd m,lIl1llT" 
of the rococo courts, \lam' traditional. stunk "essl'ls of 
earlier times \\'ere traded 'in and reca .. t to s;lit the Ilt'\\ 

taste-thus paralleling thc fate of m;tl1y an earh' sihtT 
piece that had to yield to tht' ('han~es of stdl' , 

Hut changes, no matter how thorough the:' sel'ln at <I 

back\\'ard glance across the centlll'ies, Ile\'er occur 
ahruptly, The more COJl1plic,lted thL' produdioll, the nlOrt ' 
tradition-hound the craft, lh tilt' l'i~lltel'llth Cl'lItun l'ast
ing was the method most \~idel:' ,;sl'd in the production 
of pewter, although some dishes \\'l're still hamllll'l'cd 
("raised") from sheC't metal. Depl'\I(lill~ "POll the t;'Pl' 01 
vessel the molds could Iw of different materials: silllpl( · 
dishes and spouts, handles, and knohs cOltld he C,ht ill 
clay or sand Illolds; a more elahorate pit'cc-a porrill!,!l'r 
with sluped handles, for (':\alllpll'-\\ 'cl!t1t! l'l'l!,lirl' ,I ~alld

stone 1llolcl, \\'Idle hrass or hronzl' hOld to hI:' used for tll!' 
casting 'of complicated for III S , The rn'l'm,u\. lH'lnrt ' Ill'
coming master, had to suhmit thn'l' or nwI'!' pi t'l' t's t" tilt' 
guild to pro\'e his abilities, alld hl' had to 11Iak\' till' 
molds himself. Thus traditional \\"CJrkill!.! mdllolb. trdll'
mitted from mastcr to apprentice, \\'('1'(' tlt'qwtll'ltt-tl 1)\ 
guilt! regulations and constituted all inlH'rt'llt ('onSl 'I'\ ',I
tiq:, elemcnt in the craft. b\'C)r i ll~ ;tt'Cl'pt('(t ,lilt! tril'd 
forms that \\'ere' modified onh' ~rallilalh' b\' cl 1<11 1'..';1" 

in style , 
:\ 'certain haroqlle Cjllalil\' of tmlll b ;'ppart 'lil ill till ' 

little Dlltch cooler on lion\ Il'ct in the ('olkdiclll Ill' tll(' 
Cooper L'nioll \lllseuJ11 (Fi~ , :2 ). sliC)\\in~ tilt' finn, Ilill 
contours of pre-rococ() piec~'s, This SallH' n 'straillt c lt ,lr
acterizes the trianglllar inkstand and thl' 1I111~tartl pot 
(Fig, :3), In an engaging \\,ay, the sllIal! Dlltcll chuC'oblt
pot decomted ,,-jth "wrig~led \\'()rk" (Fig, -L Id t,! rd;, ill,' 
somc of this silllpl ic:it\' , altiloll!,!h thrnll!,!h its fl lnction it 
is more cl(}se!~' allied to forms tYpical of tlit ' mit!-d :;l.t
eenth century, 

AI'HIL H)()O 

The' dl'<";<lnth' sllapeci , ' d~l' of tIll' sah'(' r Ill' tltrl'l' ft 't' 
Fig, 5) h\ ' Henoit Talldill sht)\\ s that a d o:-I' rl'l,it ilfllshi l 

IH.'t~\'e( ' lI 'sil\'(' r and pt''''t!'r \\ as full~ ' l" tolhlislwd in thi 
t'a rh' p;lrt of the Cl'nt\ll'\' , :\lthough \lci s ~ollllil'r all( 
Oppennrd did nnt ('onc(' in' thl'ir fluid rococo tles i!,!ns \\'itl 
pl,,,-ter in mine! , IlIlt rath( 'r ;tpplil'd the infinite' pla~tieit : 
of C'tTa ll1il' ma ll'r iab to their ide;ts for si]n'L In tltt" mid 
dle of tilt' ('l'nttll'~ ' pl' \\ 'ter too " 'as cau?!ht lip it; the s\\ 'i l'! 
of thl' fll ll-hlCl\\'I( rm:I)('(l , I,i\"(' sih-er. it stn l\'l' tl) c:ttl'l 

I":': i, ',,,,, lI.k,t'<lld, ,1111 1 " !loll,I,.,d I" ,{. 'I'll(' tn" il '.!lll.lf 1,.k,t,lll 

1" Frf'ltc!, fll'{ h.df Id t}ll:' f'j~fltl'f' lI th ('('tdun. tilt 1'{)lnhL 1!d,~t.lll 

"' il, n'" .' " ,,),lo- ""lll ".<,!t-r .t"d j" I;,,,, 11 I' I)"kl.., :-:--:-11, TI, 
I!tll,t.,rd l'ilt I"dlll !l(l}tlwrlt ("oII1Ll!t.\' i..: !nl!)) tL .... tllH.ldit "f tht: Ct'i 

III 1'1 , hlJt i l . ,1.'11"" ~II' " 1 •. le\'; tll, ..rli.,r prfl/ n h PI' 



:i:!, I. J)II!. h ciHlt'Ol.ltc pot \\ itl. "" I'l~~!':d-\\urk" dl'C'Or,ltilln .. f 
la' fir,t kill .,t 11,.. "i:!llt""lttl, u'lIft,n, ,lI,d t"<I lI,flr-t'p"I,; th.' 
,tr~I'1 ,tttnh!llt,d to Inh,ulo (-t'or'..! ~lill~.dl{l'..!. ,thtlllt f7fiS. til! "1I1.dl,'!. 
" .I"h,<f"i Clrri-tl.!;1 JIIt,.-t "f ">jJ,,,j;t. .d,,,,,! 1-:-(;(1, 

I!ld rl'ikd tht' liS!ht Oil its t" 'istill'.! ~adrtlollnl sllrial'l';-', 
() prm'it!t· Illltl;datiJl~ 1I10\'l'1l1l'lll alld 11t" ' l'r-t'l';I~ill!! 
'ariet\, For ;1 \\'hill', till' lllore traditional Illasters l'on
l'ntni tllt'lllSl'I\'l's \I 'ith hn'akill!! lip the -;lII'Lic(' ill "er
;"al rold;-, and rippll's , Fi~, -J.. ri!,!ht), Ih' Llr thl' !!I'l'atl'l' 

,ll1lwr 01 pe\\'krcrs rolltJ\\"l'd tll<' trend Illanirl·stt'd in 
lthl'r Inatr-rials. ;IIId ~ilap('d tllt'ir \'csscb with ohliqllL" 
;\\'irlill~ ~adro()nin!,! (Fi!!, ()), scrolll·t! 1t;IIHlIl's, spouts , 
lilt! ri Ilh, 

,b tll<' ,'hapes ,!!n·\I 1l10lT alld lilOI'{' COlllplicatl'd \I'i lll 
)ld!!ill~ '.!adr()()lIill~ alld appli(,d Ol'lI;IIlH'lltatioll ill 1'1" 

'PIlll"" to dl'lll;I!HI alld l'llIllpditioll. thl' IIlOlds ofte!l Iw· 
:all1c' tOil 1" Pl'IISi\'L' for till' illdi\ idu;t! lll'\\'tr'rer to make, 
11 111.111\ L'aSl'~ the V;lIild o\l'lIed thl' Illolds for till' Jllor,' 
>'\I)(,IISi~'I' picu's ;lI;d Il'lll thl'Il1 to till' difrl'I'l'llt masters 
IS Ilt't ,d .(l'IlSC, , \ Fralll,J()]'! tllrt'(,Il, t\'pical of thl' 17(;()"s, 
llld hl'arill~ till' lllark Ill' CIl1!l'ad I'hilip Schrol'dn ( Fi~, 
;}, "ppI'ar, ill thl' Coopl'r l'llioll \IIISl'lllll CClIIl'diClIl a 
;r:cClml lilll(' in till' ~allll,' shapl' hut \I 'itll tll(' tllll(:h nt 
\It'khilll' Fril's, \\ 'ho hecallll' 1ll;lslt'r ill Frallkf'ort ill l-:-S:2, 

TIlt' di,cJ'cp;lIll'\ ' ill tilt' I"arks OIl !\\'O idl'ntic;t1h' 
,hajwtl pieces i, onl~' !Jnt' illdicatioll 01 tlH' pitfalls ill the 
lath of tilt' studellt, Tht' official [p,alit\' l"ark \'aried frolll 
:Clulltn ' tit cCluntl'\", l'\'('n from I'l'~illn tll n'gioll. \Iost 
'rl'I(III,';II\\- l'llCOIII;tl'rl'd is tilt' alli('1 Illark [SI. \lichal'1 

'tll S\\ ord allt! scales!. Clltl'n accolllpanied h\ ' ,Ill illscrip
'1l11 \\ 'itll the \\'onl Endisl/ in Ollt' or another <.!;arhled 
;pl'lli!'~ , En~li,h pl'\\ tn, famous ror its plIl'ih', h('(';IIlH' Oil 

h[' Clllltilwnt s~ ' n(ln~'1ll0IlS \\'ith pe\l'ter Ill' hi!!hest 'plalit\', 

" 

.1Ild Iar~t' parts 01 CCJ'lllam', the :\l'thL'riallds, S\I 'itzer
Ialld, and ('astl'!'ll and nClrtlwrll Fr;lJH:I' m;lrked their hest 
pt'\\'lo-r ill this fash ioll , althllllgh ll11lCh of the till used did 
Tlllt l 'OIlH' frolll the CClrnish minI'S hut "'as impClrted from 
tht, Str,lits Settl(,llll'nts, 

Thl' central prm'illl,(,s of Fr,lnCl' retained fClr a long 
time tire cr()\\'lwd-haIllTller Tllark for first.qualit~ pewter. 
altholl<..';h it had originally heell used onl~' for h;mlllll'red 
\I'ar(' : later a cro\l'lll'd F (for (:/(/ill fill) "'as used, Bohemia 
prrllldh- mar\.;('d its filll'st pewter \I'ith S \\' for the IClcal 
millt'S at Schla!.!;gell\\'ald, Thl' cro\\'!ll'd Tudor rose, illl
PClSl'ti first on Ell~lish imports to Fbntiers, becanlt? alsCl ;1 

IliaI'\.; of ~()()d (jllalit~', us('d 1ll;linh' in the northern COIIlI
tri('" anti often alllplifil'd 11\' a (To\l'm'd '\ to denote the 
proportiolls (one to t('n) in \\'hi ch Il'ad \\',15 ,llloyecl to tin 
for t hi~ particI I br standard, 

Thl' COllCl'rll Clf tilt' pl'\I ' lt'I'('r.~' guilds \\'ith <jllalit~ , \las 
ha~('d Ollh- part\\- on tllt'il' interest ill pre\'enting slIch 
fralldldl'nt practiccs as sllbstitlltin~ the baser, cileapt'l' 
\t>ad ill IITHlllt, qualltities fill' tht, finer till, True. lead 
\\'ollld Illakl' a picc(' hl'a,'ier and darker in colol', but it 
c'Jltld al,Cl l';lUSt' dcadh- lead poisoning, something the 
~lIilds as \\'ell a, l'it~ ' f.tthl'rs had h('(-'n \\TlI a\\'are Ill' from 
tilt' till1e of the \fiddle ,\~I's, 

P('\\'!!'r III a qllality illf~rior to the lwst standard ( \\'hich 
\\'as h' no 1ll1',lIlS ('onstant. hut \'arictI from place to place 
and from time to timC') had to he so marked: with a 
fLlgOll ill Cl'nnan\', a lTll\\'TwcI C or CC (for c/ain COIl/-

1lI/lIll in Franct', Still poorer metal. \\'ith a lead contcllt 
of tiP to Ollt' third, was (.'<111('<\ haill lI/ori, PIIII/:::.illll, or, ill 
l/Clllalld. k/eil! kern (slldl·test). ,\n ohliqllc \\'ay of 
an)iclilll.!; tht' sti~ll1,1 of an inferior Illark \\'as to lIse the 
t()\\,]l'S ;Jnlls-th~IS indicating that thl' allo~' cOllfmmed to 
the stalldards of t!rL' local <..';uild, Ileither more nor less , 

.\\:TH)l 'ES 



From the time \\'hell the mastn 1't'1\'t('f"('r. illste.ld 01 
the guild. strllck the Cjualit\, mark. the maskr's 0\1'11 t(lllt,ll 
had to he adtll'd as a personal ~llar;lntct' tklt I I\(' '1llalil' 
of the metal \I'as indeed the ont' indic,lted, :\t first (lnh 
s~'mhols \\'en' permitted, and thew \\'ere struck (Ill a COl;. 
trol plate and deposited at the \!Ilild t()~dlH'r \I 'ith tll(' 
names of tht' p('\I'tel'el's, LateI'. illitials \\'('n' 'H,'l'~'pll'd ill 
the tOllch; and still later. \\ 'hen till' ~Ililds Ilad lost tllt'ir 
po\\'el' alld could \lot l'nforce thl' 1,(,~lrlatiOlIS a~,till,t Ihi~ 
type of personal adn:'rtisell1t'nt. tll(' fldl lIall1(' of tll(' 
pe\\'terer \\'as struck, 

13:' tiris timl'-lhe end of the ('i\!ht(Tllth ('('lltlll':'-p('\\
tel' had becollle mOl'e alld mo\'(' tll!' lo~!'I' in tll!' han/(' 
for tire fan)!' of the puhlic, The lIliraclrl;1I\S ris(' or till' 
porcelain alld fah'nct' ill<illstri('s, 'lIHI the pas~iollatt: ill' 
ten'st promim'llt personalili(· .... shIm (,d ill thelll , II'd to till' 
rapid deL"iine of thl.' pCII'ten-r', cratt. \\'ht'll ill Fralll '" 
in 17.')D all edict of LIHlis :\\' orcl"l'l'd all ~ih vr III tll(' 
ml'ltill~ pot to ]1a:-' for tll!' \\'ar "'ith F:n~lalld, il lI'as Ilot 
pe\\'tel' hut porcelain and fa'Il'IIl'(' ",\tieh I'l'pl.ln'd ,il\('r 
\'('SSl'!s Oil the tahles ()f the arist()L'1';lCI' <lilt! tll(' ridl 
hOlll'g('oisit·, III Strashollr!..': , Ollt' III tilt' tr:ltiitioll,d l '('I Ilt-r' 
of ])e\\'ter making, tht· ('st;lhlishllll'lIt of Ilalllloll~'S I.Ii'l·IIe'" 
factory reduced in a ft.\\' decades till' 1I11111IH'r of P('\\'t,'r 
\\'orksllOps hI' t\\"() thirds, 

:\ few shops Oil the COlllilll'lIt c,l!Tinl Oil tllvir tr,ltlv 
illto the Ilinett't'ntir Cl'lltlll'\', tlTill!..': to kl'l'p Iq) \\ 'ith 
changing stYles from llt'oelas\ic to lIt'O-!'lI('O('O, <ll 'l"ISillll' 
all~' ;lsi;lg ;)Id molds for the lattl'!". hut till' illll:rl'sl ill 
pewter declined rapidl:-" I !;"'ill\! lost tlwir 'q)Jll"11. l1Iall: 
old pieces were sold as scrap II1t'1al to trash ('1I11I'dllr" alld 
ended up in tire anOn ~ ' IllCllIS nll'ltint!: pots of tilt' 11t'\\' ill
dustrial era, It'a\'illg ('ol1lparatil'eh' fe\\' l':'\alllplt's of Iht, 
last (''\uherallt fio\\'('rillg of all ole! (Taft for lIS tll t'lIjm', 

,\ I"HlL 1960 

i:,~ , r; 

(d IIILlU I. ''IJo ! ~d ,dhll d ! :-:-0. 

Fi!!, ,1, COI'('n,d di,h, prohahly 
Bol'cmi,lll, .Jlld Cerll)'lll ulIldle' 
'lick, hoth from 11.(, "'t'o"d I." 
tl,t: l 'i~ "tt,t>lJl" ('('ntlif:, [11 l'l'ntt'r. 

Fr,'m')' S;Ih-l'l' Oil threl' f, ,('f 1)1' 
lIvlIoit 'T,ltldin, fnllll Ih ,' .. :trli<:r 
h;dt "f tht< (I'I,lur\', 

l'i.r, -:- , '1111 1'1' 11 I>,' C"I,r.ul I'hilip ::-( hJ't)('d, 'r (,f r.,lllkflll'!. 

al.'tlllt 1-:-(i.), .-\ tUrt'l'1I d ul('ldi,: .. l ,I,.qJt', ('\("'pt Ih,l! li .... hill']' i , 
tllnot,d 1',1 QU c!,,'-!ft't'" " m'lrk .. d \\11" tl1f' l!llIt,l, o[ \t.-kl,;or 
Fri t'" ,,1,0 I "'('dlllt' "':t't.., Jll Fr;tllkforl 111 l-:-b~, ,.k, Ip 

(;""I1('r l ' lI;(lI, \l1"" U" 1. 


