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Another Bassett discovery
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Y ADELDERT €. ABLOTT

Far poate-ror pewren tankard illustrated helps in un-
tangling the problem of proper attribution of the sev-
cral touches used by the pewtering Bassetts—Francis 1,
Francis 1, and Frederick. In addition to the rare touch
wmber 436 ( Laughling, this tankard bears a gift in-
weription dated Apriel 17 1766.

If we assime. as it seems reasonable to do, that the
ankard was newly made when purchased and inseribed,
hen the 1766 date eliminates Francis 1 as its maker, since
e died in 1738, Frederick Bassett would have been only
awenty-six vears of age in 1766, and therefore, to para-
shrase Gilbert and Sullivan, “hardly out of his inden-
ures” as an apprentice pewterer. If in spite of this he
vas actually the maker, it is highly probable that he
vould have used his ‘own early touch, number 463,

ch as Ledlie 1. L;mg’hhnA has pomtc-d~ out wus n'l‘(*t‘- Botiil of matk: manber 136 in
ered from fohn Bassett’s die number 438 by changing Ledlie 1. Laoghlins Pewter in Ameriea,
he I to F.

With both Francis 1 and Frederick eliminated. it
vould appewr that the touch number 436 seen on this
ankard can with reasonable certainty be attributed to
Trancis Bassett T

The proper attribution of the remaining Bassett touches
oncerning which some uncertainty still exists bids fair
5 be a difficult problem because of the close business
{liliation and apparent joint use of molds by the mem-
ers of this distingnished  familv o pewterers. My
aughlin has pointed out to me, for instance. the strong
wobability that the handles of both his Frederick
wkard and the one shown here by Francis 11 were cast
v the same mold. since the same unevenly modulated
urved line appears above the pendant bead at the top
[ the handle of each. Carefully taken measurements of
w barrels of the TFrancis T tankard at the Brooklyn
tuseum. the Frederick tankard owned by Ny, Laughlin

the Francis 1T tankard illustrated are to all intents
nd purposes identical, the minor differences in decora-
ve detail simply reflecting the whim and fanev of the
articular maker.

’P(‘l‘h&lp.ﬂ We Y mmcn‘mte ‘ﬁnfimg more Bassett picees Dome-tujs tankard here attributed
ith hoth touches and inscriptions which would more v Fromels Hastolt 1. Author’s collcelion,
clinitelyv indicate a proper attribution.

Detail of fnseription.
ith date Apaiel 1T ITRG.
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