


DQiU U = 

ANTIQUES 

plows, balH' loarriau:~s, alulllinulll kitchenware. bundles 
"f sule leather. harh-e:l! \\'i re, keu:s III nails, rubher tires
I found and hOllu:ht SIII11e: ~r"i;k rilllls that I thou!!ht I 
miu:h t useo - -

".-\nnhinl! else tod;n':" asktll Ha\'lllond Bahbitto 
0"\"0; thal;ks," I repfil'd, <lllli thl'n Omy <:~'e Idl on a pile 

ot thosl' small saddle hlanke:ts that the \"a\'ajo Indian 
sporting gentle:man uses (.n his rac'in!:! ponies, :'That re:
minds me:." I queried almost alltllmaticalh', "HmI' much 
an: ~addlc blankets:" . 

"Six dollars l'ach," 
"Ih' the wa\'," I continuc:d,"hal'c \"I,U annhin!! intc:re:st-

in~ in' \"al':ljo' blankets:" .. -
~'Ye:s, a mOust unusual one: that was !>r"uu:ht in last night, 

It is in the l'llri(1 shop - hut isn't it s(Jl1l~thing nl'\I' ~~our 
t,.king an interest in \",l\'ajo we:a\'inu::

o
, 

"\\'"ell, let me see it," 1
0 

rtplied, a-nd I\'e went into the 
wcll-stockedlndian curio department, .-\nd here: wa~ spread 
uut for me the hlanket that the: I ndian trader had mrried 
in his wagun the da\' bcture, 

I rccog;lized the I;order which I had I're\'iousl~' seen, It 
consisted uf a series of medallions, e:ach with somc que:e:r 
archaic creature in it, and the:n, in the: central tie:ld, one 
.:ould make ou t primi ti \'e houses, ca tde, birds, I'l'opll', 
trees. even the Santa Fe railro,lll train that t;le o!>st;n'ant 
Pueblo squaw often \\'ea\'es into hel' hlankets, I t was a 
stunning piece of design, nJ(,st etfe:l,ti\'e: in patre:rn, 

"\\'e can't quite make it uut," sail! the: salt'sgirl. ""'e 
get, from time to time, unexpel;te:d designs frum unexpe,Ote:d 
sources - the \"ational Biscuit Compan~' trade:mark that 
some squaw has se:en (In a carton of (rackers, (InCe the 
Lipton Tea trade:mark, and the:n 1I"e: hall a purple: COli" with 

the brand of a well-known mountain ranch on her quarter; 
hut this one I don't understand," 

I looked carefulh', and m\' e\'e fell on the medallion I 
had ~tlldied the d~y hefore' at' the trading post. ,-\gain 
memories stirred, "~I~' God," I said, "it is Tgnatz and 
~raz\' Kat," ,-\nd then above. in other medallions, were 
\rr~,' (;lImp and ~Iutt and Jetf, Tin~' ~Iouse, Buster 
Brml"ll, ~Iiss O'Flage, Somebod(s Ste:nographer, and
all11o~t life-size in the ct:nter-a Greenwi,oh \'illage flapper 
\\'ith short skirt, carmine lips. bobbed hair, high-heeled 
"hoes. and red Tam O'Shanter- knowing. dapper and, 
of course. highh- con\'entionalized - which one must ad
mit is rather-un'usual with the present-day flapper, 

The design all reeked of \" ew York, I t con tained the 
ete:rnal wis,iom of raJ/ill' F{/ir. the modern chic of Harp
,,/,',, Bt!~(/r, the sweet nlOtherliness of the Ladies' Home 
}fllil'iltzl, Into it the squaw. "the bad woman," had uncon
sciously worked, in a heautiful, s~'mmetrical pattern, all 
the longings. all the suhtle understanding of her sex that 
me:re m~1I1 -(QuId never sense, -

""'hat's it worth?" I asked, 
"'Ye are askin!! three hundred dollars for it," 
"/)o \'ou kno\\:- alll,thin!! ahollt it:" . 
"\"0 ;nore," they i-eplie~l, "than you yourself have just 

puzzbl out, \Ye are told by the trader who brought it in 
last night that he had obtained it of a squaw up in the 
\" a \'a in Reservation near Ganado," 

\Ye'lI, in the end I persuaded Ray Babbitt to let me 
ha\'e that piece-for a price, And that's the stor~' of how 
an ultra-modern young Greenwich \'illage flapper traveled 
all the "'ay to the \"a\'ajo rountr~' wrapped up in a comic 
supplement and came back in a beautiful :\"avajo blanket. 

rvickers White Metal 
Bl' ETHEI, ST.·\:\I\"()OJ) BOI:rox 

XL the \I'orld seems to he l'ollel;ting an tiqucs. and 
almost e\'ernhing with anI' merit II·haten:r that 
our fore:fa thers n~adt: has ~,ne: or mure de"otees, 

Yet, with all this collc:c'ting spirit ahroad in the: land, there 
seems, so far, to ha \'e been no one: who has made the 
search for rid.:(r,.' ·; .. :fIi/,' il/,'/a/ his fJhject. Pewter, its fore
runner. has long been popular; and l;lan~' still coiled bri
tannia, who have not learned the difference between it and 
pewter. Others are interested in its contel11porar~', Sheffield 
plate; but who has colleCted white me:tal? 

Perhaps few pieces of this ware ha\'e found their way to 
this countn'; but how could a slimmer in England be l110re 
happily sp~ntl il'Om a true collet,tur's point ot \·icw. than in 
hunting for the rather rare and quite beautiiul objeCts 
which were made of \'ickers metal. Or. if one cannot gu 
abroad. wh\' nut hunt here instead? It wnuld be a wonder
ful excuse for an y nu 111 her of mowr trips, 

'{-'hi", illl'lal in the latter part of the sixteenth century 
meant sih'er, and one has a sneaking notion that Yickers 
remembered this fad: when he named his new all(J\' , \\'hite 
metal - with its \'en' close resemblance in color'to sih'er 
-and Sheffield plate' appeared a buut the same time; and, 

tuge:ther with the \'ery cheap and easily worked britannia, 
superseded pewter quite completely, 

In I-(I(), J ames Yickers of Sheffield, England, bought, 
from a workman who was ill, a formula for making white 
metal. Suon he set up a factory for its manufacture-the 
unk one there ever was, ~rr, Gale sa\'s that this metal was 
prohably an alloy of tin. antimon~', ~opper, and zinc; but, 
as it is somewhat soft, one wonders, Britannia is supposed 
to ha\'e much the same composition, with more tin and 
without the zinc; hut the result in texture and color is verv 
different frum white metal. ' 

I t is not quite certain just when '"ickers began to make 
his new ware, because his was so small an industry in 
Sheffield, in comparison with steel and Sheffield plate, that 
e,'en the great histon' of the cin' ignores him entireh-, The 
,-x-:- Dir~do,.y, howe'ver, describe; Yickers as the "~laker 
[the onl~' one at the time] of Bits and Stirrups plated with 
white metal. (He. makes also :\Ieasures, Teapots, Castor 
frames, Salt spoons, etc, of the same metal.)" 

This allo\' is white like silver, and so like the nobler metal 
that the ca~ual observer would never question the identity 
oi the t\\'o , It is, in reality. quite soft, so that i~ can be cut 
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with a knife, The article, II hi(h \ 'icka, protiuce:,l art: I e:rI 

beautiful in shape, as they were all ma,le: in the be:, pcrifld 

or design , and c1oseh' iollO\\"(:,1 the: ,iil-e:r of the rime hoth in 

form a~1d in ornamentation, 

r ickers also used hi s nel\ metal in~tead oi copper ior re

ceiving sih'er plating h~' the rolled pr(Jee~s, \ l r. Be:rtie 

\\'Yllie, Il'ho has written an interestin~ hllnk on Sheffield 

pl~te, owns a snuff
hox oi white meta l, 

\\';rh a ih'er-pbted 
li,l, and he has seen 
a white metal milk 

.lug plated with sil
I'e:r bl' the rolled 

I'roces~, He is most 

enrhu iast ic COI; 

cerning white metal, 
an d ~-haracterizes 
pieces made from it 
as "admi rable ior 

their shape and de
sign ," One has onil

tc; examine the little 

tTeame r here illu -
trared to see III t 

\\hat \I r. \\" ~'llie 
mt:an~ though 'one 
lose, the cul-;r and 
te:x[ure, It eems a 

pi:,' that the people 
',\ hi) lm-e and collect 

I'e ll ter should not 
knOll' of thi rarer 
("rl11 , and thus he 
.lhL to appreeia te 
rhe:ir finds if thel' 
;Ir<.: so I'en' luck I' ;{: 
tll come aerns , 
c\alllples , 

r l C' K E R:' \\'l!tTE :\lET.\L le" . I ,- SO-(, Ol 

I r i< ~a-l to hille rc, ad,j to the:,e e:11c'omIII I11S the: fact thilt 

as I\h irl' meral \\a ~ dril"t:n our hI Sheffield plate, \ 'icker, 

joined the: rank, \I irh Dix(l1l \:I: S"n~. and lames Di'(nl1 and 

'Son" II ha II ere: nt:ver pt'11 re:n:r, in the: he~t se:nse, * So , too, 

ar'rn a li ttle, \ ' icke:r~ be:~an tCl make the cheaper britannia 

ware: , Bur rhere nee,1 ,t:ldom he: anI' doubt in a clllledor's 

mintiib[o\\ herherh i" find i~\\ hit·,: m~talorhrirann;a,iormost 
piece~ of the {ormer 

are marked plainl~ 

/";"/':1'1'.', a nd ne I'er 

In' anI' chance \\ ill 
a' spec'imcll de~relHl 
to the lel'e! of bri
tannia in its shape, 

The \\ hi te meral, 

also, is nearh' al \\'a I'S 

engra I'ed ai'ter the 
fas-hi on of the _iln:r 

oi its time, \\'hich it 

imitated , Britannia 

is I'en ' rareh thus 

decora ted. 
Perhaps it is cruel 

to ll!!!!e~t another 
class ZJi' nlllecta ble, 

to a world alrcalh' 

o l'crbu rdennl \\ i th 

thi n!!s: hu tan a,;,;el11-

blag; (If I) i e(e~ oi 

thi . rare \\ h: te allo\' 

wOllld be a, he:auti'
ful a, a colkcii(ln (I f 

s ill'er ,,{ th e .;al11c 

pericld, an.1 reall~' 

mll ch It:~, ,'01111111 'n, 

-IYff .. " n t- t I: ' . ~ "I " ' .. I.;' 

·hc .... If!. .. t·n,:- :-- . t \ ,. 
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' 1 ',I1~':' hr,[ \\ ;ltcr pot. and tc:'2. l..·add~·. m.i:1l;:";:j,"'.:-:,! .Ii "' h.rEt .~. Fn1!~.m ... ll\· J:'IP~-:''' \ ·:..:·,~r ... i'1.1 r:n . L~II~ \\~;.h ',\;1 .. k~It\\f1 h\ the" 111:1",:..r .. n;l/1' I,:. 

rdirlllu:t'lt (11 pl w tt.'r :l nd ~ ,'o rcrllnncr OJ' hr'ia.,: .. 1 \\.1'"1;. 't \\ ,1:-- 1'1.1;.1(' (I, ('llI P::it" w:th :-1,:.I;.\j ... l\'cr I'!art". 
, :..', : ,"\ 'r. G. 11 a:..ml. Jr. 

,Lpl.!,j il be permilted to ,!c\'c!0l' ilHllxicdi .. n, ()nh :: 
ill:':h"I' cIIlll hin \? of f ric:,iand or the \ \"il:'ler \iar:,ile
~i .. ,,\cI addit ional eX:ll11 i,le5. II'uul,! ;, -lire b:l-i- i, r 
:1t i lTl'IKl' hl" dt hand , 

I' !1-ued (() rrc~p0 Il d e IlCe Il'ith D ',etl'r Fri tz r u"l-anc.: . 
I)::l'::, 'r ,,[ th,' I I1,iu:'trial .\ n, \llI:,nl:l1 j F~ell-hur.:, 

T:,i- eliciled thc di,;concenin" inf',nll:"i "'1l :I!,." ,,- ;I", 
1);:,,'I " r rl'ma rks , the chair . . :'tan,:, (,,;n)'l , ,t'l~' :-"):ilt,,1 
i r !!i !hl' l!t:llcral chair t~T6 "f (;l'~'l.,':: ... I c: ,f " I! 
I (. 1:l ll'I'lJ I':urol'e .·· :\ nd he ad,!,:. " ,\ ftl'j' I 1,.0':,' rea,l ;itl' 
,:i-,u"i"n h\' Herr _ to",iell Slt'i.;C--. ' I ,: ' ' 1 , ,:,·-i · ai l' 
:' i';"l'iii~ ihe l'iect: a, . \ mcric;tn. ·· li :" ' !"':,:'- . :·u,,:L,_·:,. 
:L.1i fill' ch;tir in qUL'~ti('n \ \ ;t:-. :-('(Urt'L; . - ') nl;.: ':lij!~- :l':lr:-; 

,;: ". "" ILl' j.danJ of . \ rum in ;:ll' F::c"',-:.,: ,:i-;;'i(" 
.,',: tl l~l t . at the tinH:. il~ C(lfnr!l':l' l\·:'~tr·.:·· .. : :91'1 ! ~ 

:~ri\a:~:~i;t ',\'arc . :tIhi. ithiL·cJ . (h ''''l'l~ rC':'l'lllhlil1L!' -ihcr :ll 

ii~ ('I 111l" "'1d ii:'- ~tint"ilahility il ... harini! :tlh! l.'!1L"r:1\ in~. 
Llhel ~1:.n\\',,(,cI i3 clit(l1l ha, :tirca,h 11 riltl'lf ill. \ ,\TI(lIT';, ~ 

(>.!tlh ,·Il"u"h . -!'ceiml'!!' loi :Inieit-, Ill"':l' ill I Li , 11 :tlt' 
'tTIII 1" ht' l'xcl'!'li"ll;lil~' -CIITl' . .\ 11'- , B'.!I "111':1- ,d,k 
~!' \ .... ,111111 :lih.! hut (I!l c l'h"i t -:r:lj"'h - ih~li \Ij' ~~ Cfl':!ll1 

r'ilCL,::- - '1 / illu .... tLI L' ht'r 1..1i ... lli ..... jltll. :t!hj "Ub"l· .. jUl"!1! 

;ll\· t,.··q iLT.ltil 'n :tlll(lilt: .. h"r':o: .llltl l'ri\ .de l'.d!n:tl',n .. lOll:! 

r~l:ll"": l" r"t IJUI.:L' ~lIj,-!itiflll~,l >L':I:'" \\ !lich ... ·,.td,-: he r "1 -

i;\-l'!: ~dl'lllii1l·+..! :1"': ~'r"Ju(! ... " t1.c \ :L~kt.'!' ''' :·;l\.·~I'r:. 
RCI.:e!l l l:: . il"\\('\-l'f . ~ilt, .\'l1\..' 1'~1I..l till' L,"\""': IIIJIU')l' t!; 

t,' :.( 'llI lL'r li:rn.' 1..::li::t: l"\'Ull~ It'" ,.- \ ;chl'r..; ·.\,lr~· . \""1, (; 
li !L'111 !Il:'rkn!. Ih" (Jlh,, !' ill,luj,j'.d,h ,, :' ILt' -"ml' n"tke . 
\\·:.i ... :;; j"'l"lll !':irt (, f (Lt,· lit'liLt,' \..··.lL,:I.·:ifll! t 1 '1' , (;. Il.,z:,rli. 
I"~ .:' ' d'·r:I !.!:t · ... l··I. RL , .... !l' 1..;\:,' .. : . . \ :,i ' :' ~i!'!i Ilf 

:1 :'Jll~ll itlrnl:-o clr(1u~ed !;!r<..'at intl'rL'~l. :1 e ... (· ~j!rCl' riCt"l·... ;1 ll':lt" t.:1 i,··t ',\.Ilcr !",;. ::l ... ::1 ll':t 

"il '\\ thl: clwir Itlulld il, \\':1\' I' ,h,! ' ! , " c' : ~·'·.lIl'- 'd:': l.i' ,ih -lIi'i'!:l',: b~ \1:', I I. lI .. tr,: . i, ',l'!l' i'\ i'r,,-
Irll' ,:ttl l' F lI~l:;an~ . ,. I. lip llul knl l \\. ,'l" it! .. : ~.: L1l~!ikt.'i: ~~I:\..t,' ... !. I " If ril1. i"'r-'!'"ft!IIP . !.: ... ·ll':-:rl \\. rrkll,.1l .. :t~, . . tll,,! 

t:,' .' 'e:! l.'aptain (d' the i~lan\..i br"l.~i1l :i. · !. :: 11t'; ;·i"r.nl ~~l-:il';lt l.: \:Xt.'l·l1t:i1 ... 't' Ilf L'IH:r:t\ ill-.', t:~t'''''l' i:t'!lr'" 1..' 'lIi"lll"!n 1', 

:tbr, ,iI,!. I t \\·o u1....i thell o ifer an t.'x .. nj~!t.: 1 . I.C ~"t'n i~"l' 1:; :.: 1.l' '';' "·~:Ih.Llr\.; , ( l·.;~ .! j: .. ll ... · hI'T .. i!.i:: ::1-': 1.{ ,lIt' 

t..h",\'n-ni \\'itlc \\'3nde r jl1p"~ Id~ art \\" 'r~, ... . :',lr:11:urt..'. :10t..l l.t'i tlt"tel';1 :-'(':'1'" r.,f the l"i~.r!1tl'L'liil l ('t'!1~l1r:, InJt'l'\:, if 
d-l' like. in (Jur countr,' . l~l't thi.;.:q ;'l' .. r..:· ht' - '1t' ::1:. illl..i~L'..i ~llk'l~' :'1'11)'1 tilt: r!J11i1t:.!Ll!"'h. d~l.')' t1li _d;i t,· .I .. il: 
in,t;'llee ill Il'hich all ':\ I11l'fi(<ln it~l;l h", ,j,l;- c:~'('r!,c',l j':t-- i, I' ,il\'('I'. () nl~ l':!;ejllll'x:,:nil':II!"1l "j ' h,' !'i::i,l.t l-
u~ 1111 ,I I' c(,a~t, . · · lhcln"'L'!\t';-' rl'\'e:t1::; ibl' b:i~l'l 1I11.'t..:I1 I,f ill:.:;r j':lhril'. 

-' c" much more nl:ed be :,aid. Tht, C~l;'Ir:- !"· ;'"nnl101 1'.:leh, f Illt' Ill'" I'''t, i- -tanl!'l',i "i. till' b',ll ' !I ' 11::1/ lilt' 
bl' !:l d:lllJ:we,! conu ition . Bccth arm:, . br"ken :d rl.e pc.illt 1J;,llle / , I 'i,i·,·r..-, T he' H':' c"ll!1 hear, !'" nl"f-n'- m:trk, 
(,f kIlJillj;. Ila\'e ren:i\'e,l repair. The ll' ''- ,.;·l rl'lll'\1 :;1- - TI,l'-l' hit, CIf 11 hile 1lIl'lal \\ :11',' iJ:1\ l' h,T;l ill t ill' j'''''l''-
Wiil"'Ut doubt Gerlllan, But ihi- m:,il11l',! i1,;!!iturt· ,i"n "f \11'. I laz;,r,I'- ialllih' i,;- 11t'II - ili!:! :, (l'<tlllr:, :;:!,i;t 
jr'\t'ld!illt!, picked up on th~ JO')l'nC! "j;, {c'rt'i~1I iLtli(\JJ hitlf. T hai lilt'I' itlll~ ;uh':iallli:tlt' '\11", B .. \t,,!!·, C"lltl'lI-
J\,: :il'Cordeu frien~l:' :,url!ical ',1:.1 .,:1,: -lIb~l''illl'll\ ;I"!l ," I" t:lcqll:~!it~. "j IhL' \ i.:k,'I- i'r"ciu"t " "b \ i'll' 
aUI' i' lll'n . was bo rn In . \ llll:]'ICa , T ill' . \tl:c. 1I"L"!lc" ' ''0.l·\' Ill l JJl'Cl' -'It~ 1,'1 IUilllcr :tr::llllll·lli. 
rel1l;trk. will continue to be circum,l'('(, III li- a,'c'q'I:'llc'l' T he 
oi ;'an i:tI e\'idence bearine Oil pct t'hl" ,:·ic-. 

rthckCFJ White rJr{eta l - . 
C":<;lt;RXl :<; {; \ 'icker;; " \I·hi l .: met:,}," :, 1111 ,']1, ,\, 

bril!hl n in ,u rface and fillcr III tcXt\Jrl' cl."i. j'l'\\ teT. 
~(Jftl'r ;,nt! far mo re e xqui, ite in yllalil~ tl litll I Ill' 1:ller 

T ilL index i,'r \ ·qlume .\1 I [ "j . \ :<;TIQ1·1' i- !l,,1I 'l,:t,I~ 

i"r ,li:'tribllti"il :tlld \I' ill he jlor\\':trde,l i" tiJ",c \I'i,,, :"k 
f'r' it. T hi,: in,\c-x \1 ill. likcII·i-l' . bc ,Ul'l'li,'c! :n ca-l'
\\ herl' 'llh~cribn, :,cnd their I""'l' Iltllnher- iClr bill.iin" 
b) thl' . \ 'TIQ1· E, "Bin' . P nll11pt :Ictinll. h,,"'L'\"·r. i- ur;:nL 
,illl'l' the :I\'ailabk 'juan it), " i in,lic,'- i- limitn:, 
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