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DeraiL oF Painten Sea SueLis from top of Sevmour chest.

(1823) , there is a view of the Osgood Farm at Andover “from
a very neat and accurate drawing taken by Mr. Penniman on
the spot.” It is signed J. . Penniman, Del.

The painter and the cabinetmaker lived or worked ncar
each other. Thomas Seymour appears in the 1809 Dircctory as
a cabinetmaker on Commion Street which was then the cast
side of our present Tremont Street parallel with The Mall
along Boston Common, and the house of John R. Penniman
on Warren Street was but a few minutes’ walk from its south-
ern end.

The results of investigations concerning the Seymours ap-
peared in ANTIQUES in October 1937 and again in September
1941, contributions by NMrs. Mabel M. Swan and Mrs. Russel
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Hastines. searchers in the held of documentan
evidence. Tt is shown that the fathere Tohn Sevinowr of Eng-
land. came hirst 1o Portdand. NMaine. and then to Boston in
1791 and that here a fime lot of his [urniture was sold at
anction in 1798, [ IS01 the «on. Thomas Sevmour. had set
up Cextensive premises e the bottom of the Mall” where he
offecred “for sale o hindsome assortment of Cabinet TFurni-
ture. Chairs. T.ooking Glasses.” Thomas Sevmour is recorded
as o cabinetmaker. one who engaecd apprentices “to the cahi-
net bhusiness.” hur he wias also the owner of the “Furniture
Warchouse in Common Street”™ with “dailv additions to his
Stocks.” according to his advertisement of December 6. 1804,
Mrs. Swan found. oo, i in 1815 Thomas Sevmour owed
the estate of the Tate Stephen Badlam. cabinetmaker, a debt of
S1.300. The item in our hill on Thomas Whitman adds to
our information on Scyvmour’s collaborators.

The owner of the "Ware Room of the Boston Cabinet
Manulactory™ in 1812 advertised as early as 1804 that he had
“daily additions 1o his stocks.” ‘T'hercelore, he apparently sold
the works of others as well as his own. Someonc was the master
aaltsman ol a workshop rather than the man ol business
with a salesroom. although one man could have been both.
But John Sevmour must have set the standard of excellence
and this commode is of his kind of thinking and working. He
wis probablv o mim ol seventv-odd vears in 1809, for his wife
was then seventv-one, and in his Tater vears he. too, lived on
Common Sucet. He sull mav have been the maker ol the
Derby connnode sold in his son's establishment. This, how-
ever, is omere conjecture and it ois more than satisfving to
welcome the docaomentiny information found for us by Mus.
Karolik.

admirable

PEWTER FOR NON-COLLECTORS

THE PEWTER VESSEL illustrated here s interesting hecause
it represents several aspects of colonial life in America. "L he name,
flagon, immediately identifies it with the religious lile ot the caihy
settlers. One of their first acts was 10 ovganize and build schools and
churches, and it soon became necessioy for them to seaue some
ccclesiastical vessels. Since silver was olien bevond their finandial
1esources, those werce likely to be of pewter. )V communion service
usually consisted of one or two flagons.
a baptismal bowl, several beakers o
chalices, and a number of plates.

The flagon held the wine. The chal
ice was a common drinking vesscl to
the entre congregation, and the small
plates served as patens. Rarcly is there
found a complete set that is the product
f one craftsman, since the first pieces
were frequently augmented or replaced
as the group prospered, or additional
ones were received as gifts from indi
vidual members.

Most of the ecclesiastical vesscls of
carly churches were of European ori-
sin. Conditions at the Trinity Lutheran
Church in Lancaster, Pennsvlvania, ol
fer an example. Its first flagon, pre
cented by a member of the congregu-
tion carly in the eighteenth centun.
dosely resembles in size. in age. in
ouch marks. wd i shape the one illus
trated. On the inside of the hotunns o
both flagons is o beantiful rose touch
mark, and on the handles is a pair of

wowers with an obscure date and the
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initials of the nakers, Tha the congregation prospered and that a
local Galisman was available Liter 1o supply the needed picees is
indicated by the face that the original Lancaster flagon was later
supplemented by the two now-fmmous Hevne flagons.

Pewter ol Continental Furopean origin is widely distributed
throughout the eastern United States. (The piece illustrated was
hought in Boston,) It is not exorbitantly expensive. for some of the
forms e not considered desirable. and the
demand for them among collectors is not
so great as for English and American pew-
ter. From a decorative and historical point
ol view the drinking vessels. fountains, and
handled howls are very auractive.

— HENRY . KaUFFMAN

Drawings by Zoe Elizabeth Kaufiman.
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