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In the museums

Nerican silver and pewter

Three picces ol Nmerican metalwork, all recent imnsenn ae-
quisitions. hear the ks ol ontstnding eraltsmen and.
addition. exe m[)lll\ highly typical forms i American silver
and pewter. The carliost i date is asilver porringer. made
abount 17300 which is now in the Brooklvin NMusemn collec-
tions. The work ol the
Somuaine. it is stamped SS on either side ol the Tandle.

The porringer. or shallow bowl with Tundle, has o long
history: ade ol varions material thronghont Enrope in the
Middie Ages. it (l(\()lnp((l characteristic Torms in dillerent
comtrics—the cenclle in France, the quaich in Scotland. the
bleeding bowl Englnd. The American porringer. except
lor o few carly exanples. s Twrger than its English proto-
tope and was evidently the porridges.

London-trained  silversmith Simeon

widelv  nsed  tor
aruels. and other \lllll]l(lnld foods that made up the light
evening meal until the end of the eighteenth centiry or later.
Lonise Averv, in her invalnable Amierican Sileer (1920
quotes the i vy of Thomas Vernon for 1776 as huln(nll\
mentioning “a porringer of l)ud(hn" and milk™ taken lor sup-
per. alter Wwhich the writer “turned in . . . verv sober.” The
landle of the porringer shown here is |)u|u(1 in o simple
design with two arched openings at the base. This carly pat-
tern, favored it New York, was to be sneceeded by the inore
claborate “kevhole™ type ol piercing aronnd the middle ol the
century,

In Contrast with the porringer.
Philudelphia by Philip Svng Jr.
relatively new form that had beenr developed. lor the service
ol an exotic: beverage. onlv a few generations belore, Its
slender bodv . gracelully corved. and its embossed and chased
rocovo orament of C serolls. asvmmetrical floral motifs, and
pierced shells reflect the new fashions ol its time. Philip
Svng Jr. the son ol the Philip Syong who cune Trom Cork.
frelnd. in 1714 lelt (uantity of well-made silver.
paratively simple in design but distingnished by its excellent
l)mpmll(nn. he s ])l‘l]l.ll)\ most often lh(nl"l\l el as the
maker ol the silver inkstand used at the signing ol the
Declaration of Independence and preserved in Independence
Hall. Philadelphias The colfeepot shown here now helongs to
the Philadelphia Muosenm of Art,

S\ pewter beaker recently acquired by the New-York
Historical Society illustrates the persistence ol another tra-
ditional Torm inmetal. Slmp‘( comparatively Jow. and
adomed only by the molding of the base. this picee claims
special interest as having been made by Frederick Bassett. of
the Lumons New York family of pe witerers. about 1770, It
has o quadity: ok and FB oon the inside of the botton.

The straight-sided tapering vessel. called! from its German
e, o beaher, is a remote descendant ol the ancient drink-

a silver colleepot made in
about 1760 represents

Coin-

Sthoer porrineer by Simesne Seannaine. New York, o0 1730,
Brooklye M,
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ine horns. actnal sections ol aninal horn hollowed ont and
closed. often by o metal bases at the Tower end. Such horns
were elaborately monnted by Sropewn, especially Gernman,
silversniiths and other metalworkers well into the cighteenth
century. The beaker and the tinkard were evidentls the two
forms made in the greatest quamtities by colonial pewterers
as well as silversmiths, and. althongh the tankard lost popn-
ity rapidh alter the introdiction of tea and collee, the
beaker continued to be made all throngh the 17007 snd even
later. Its longer lile can be accomited for by the fact that
in addition to serving domestic needs it had hecome paurt ol
the conmmmion service in Protestant chinrches, 1t veplaced
the chalice as a sacramental enp in Holland diving the Re-
lormation. and subsequently in those parts of England most
closely in toneh with the Low Conntries. The beaker was the
onlv forme ol commnnnion cup nsed in New Netherlud
chwrches. thongh tankards and other vessels evidently served
the same purpose in the Nonconformist cliirches “of New
Englunid. where several enps might be handed wround at the
service, according to the doctrine that “the achninistration . ..
ol the

Lord’s Supper did not exclusively belong to the pastor
but night and shonld be attended byoa society of
(guoted in

Christians., lhmwh deprived ol that office- hewrer™
Jones. Ol Silver of Amecrican Churehes).

Pewter beaker by
Irederick Buassett,
¢ 1770,
New-York
Historical Socicty.




