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A Check List of Early St. Louis Silversl11iths 

ST. LOUIS was settled in 176-1-; b~' 1767 it wa$ a ~og-cabin 
village ot' 5= inhabitants. During the first thirt:' ,'ears ot' 
its existence it was under the rule ot' France; thereat'ter of 

Spain, and ultimately ot' the United States, In I~:! I, a gentleman 
t'rom Philadelphia undertook a census of St. Louis and published 
a direCl:or~ ' , \Yriting at that time he sa:'s, "St. Louis is no\\" o1'l1a­
mented with a great number ot' brick huildings, and both scholar 
and courtier could move in a circle suiting to their choice and 
taste." The trading village had grown to a to\\"n ot' 5,5= inhahit­
ants, with mam' churches, schools, merchants, and artisans. The 
1821 directory iists five jewelers, silversmiths, and watchmakers. 

Few examj)les ot' wOI:k bl' these earliest silv'ersmiths a:'e now 
known, l\luch of what the" did was undoubtedl,' scattered 
throughout the Mississippi ,;alle,' and t'arther \\"est; and much 
has been lost or destro,'ed. Such pieces as are kno\\"n sholl' good 
design and crat'tsmanship, The engraving is skilt'ul. The name 
punches suggest that the silversmith was also his oll'n die ~inker. 

:\lore silversmiths are listed in the succeE'ding cin' direL'l:ories 
uf IS3S, IS-1-7, and 185-+, Those whose names are here listed a:'e 
known to have been actual craftsmen. Others ma,' have bouQht 
their silver in the East to sell in St, Louis. One, f:dward i\Ie;d, 
imported his silverware (rom Sheffield, England . 

The first silversmith ot' whom '\'e have record \I'as :\nwine 
Dangen (son ot' Charles D'Engin,l, Born in \Iarseilles, he came 
to St. Louis about 1805, The name was also spelled Dongan and 
Dongen in the .Hissollri Ga::.e!le of] 8 I I and in the I 8:! I diredor .,'. 
In IS IS he "established a FelT" to Cahokia, below JudQe Bent's 
farm." So t'ar, no examples ot' his silver ha"e come'to I~ght. 

Joseph Bouju arrived in St. Louis in the sp1'ing ot' 181:! . Two 
tablespoons, two dessert spoons, and three teaspoons b,' him are 
known at present. The punch mark is J. BOCJL', slighth' crude 
but clear Roman capitals in rectangle. 

Charles F. Billon, a native of Switzerland, moved in I ~ I ~ t'rom 
Philadelphia to St. Louis, where he died in IS:!:! . . -\ spoon in the 
\Iissouri Historical Societ:· is marked c, 1l1l.LO:\' in rectangle. 

Daggett and Blair is a firm listed in the IS:!] direcron' as 

clock- and \I'atchmakers, sill'ersmiths, and jewelers; hOll'el'er, 
none of their work is nOli' knoll'n to exist. 

The folloll'ingsilversmiths worked t'rom ahout ]825 to 1855 or 
later . \lal1 :' examples of their work are extal1t, chieth flatll'are 
and a (ell' cups and larger pieces. 
Reno Beau\'ais. :\lark, R. BEAlTAIS, in shaped redangle. 
John P. Capelle . \lark, CAI'ELI.E, and ST. LOL'IS in rectangle. :\ 

I'en' fine soup ladle hI' Capelle is known. 
Bcn F. Crane. :\ 1 ark, C IU:\, E ., CO., Roman letters in re{tanu:le. 
Isaac I). Custer. :\lark, l. D. CI'STER and ST. LOLlS. ~l., Ron~an 

capirals in rectangles. 
J accard and Compam', also Louis .T accard and Cum pan I' and 

Fugene .I accard and Companl·. :\Ianl' pieces, "ariousll' 
marked, sun·i,·e. 

A. H. \Ienkens and Brot hers. \ lark, :' IE:\' KE" S, in rectanu:le. 
John Sha\\,. \lark, J. SH .>.II', Roman capitals in redanglc.­
Cornelius D. Sullivan. :\Iark, c. D. Sl'Ll.I\·A:\, .: co., Roman 

capi tals in rectangle. 
\\'. P. \\'oodh:-idu:e. :\la:-k, \\' . 1'. \\'OOIJBRIllGE ST . I.OL'IS, found on 

a cup, l·irca 1~50' III Stephen Ensko. 
A great deal of sill'er is to he f(,und carn'ing the mark E.\IE'-\D 

ST, J.(){ ' IS. Fd\\'ard \Iead, hOIl'el'er, lI'as not a silversmith, thouQh 
listed as such in the old di!'edo,·ies. 1 nstead, he I\'as a mercha~lt 
11'1](> in ] ~3: camc to Sr. Louis from I thaca, :\ e\I' York. j'1e dealt 
in .ie\\'elr~, silverll'are, pistols, guns, ammunition, and plates 
used in Illaking daguerreot}'pes. He purchased most of his sih'er 
in England, and had his name sramr,ed on it. 

The list thus otFered makes no pretense of heing all-inclusi,·c. 
:\e\'ertheless, it is the outcome of search amonu: the Sr. J .ouis cin' 
directories puhlished hetll't:en I~:!I and 1-' .5-1-; ./;/I/(//.( 0/ si. 
LOlliJ, ISO-/!O IS21, b.l· Frederick Billon (p lI /;/iJ/.,,,d ISS6- ISSS) ; 
tiles of the .\/i.'Jollri G{/::.c!/e (10 10-1820); documents in the 
:\lissouri Historical Societl· ; not to mention enquin' 1)\· personal 
correspondence. Ohl'iously, no attempt has been made to pursue 
investigation he:'ond the \'ear 1850 - a quite suRicientll' late 
dead line. Additional information lI'ill he most lI'elcome. 

Nlore Pots by A. Porter , Pe\\7terer 
DESPO.\TDI.\TG to the portrayal ot' an A. Porter pewter tea­
f\... pot in A:\,TIQl'E'i for Februar: 1((;7 (p. 63), i\Iiss Blanche 
(;arten ot' J .incoln, ~ehraska, has fOJ'\\ 'arded a photograph ot' :'et 
another, though similar, teapot 
and an accompalll'ing COffeepot, 
hoth stamped with the ,l. PO/,I ,')' 

mark, These items are herc pic­
tured, .-\S pointed out in the notc 
We"iousl:' ret'erred to, thcir Illark 
in:licates a date of makinu: hc­
tm::en the 'ears 1",0 and -1<'". 
. \ccordingl:: it pen'nits drall'il;g 
some conclusions - rathc:' "au:ue 
ones - regarding the l'el\'tcrshaf1es 
of the period. The contour of 
Porter 's teapot of the e'lrl y I KJo 's 
differs materialh' from the more 
nead:' globular 'form apparenth' 
iavored b,' Richardson ot' Boston 
about] S21 (:hTIQl'ES for April 

1~J37, p. j()j). Richardson's I'ot, it mal' be ohsen'ed, is a late and 
somewhat enfeehled deri"atil'l' oi the silver forms current in the 
m id- I 7='s. Porter's desiu:n, on the other hand, is not manl' re-

- mOI 'es from the squat silver sl~arc~ 
oi the earl I' I ~OO'S. Oddi I' en()uu:h, 
on the CO;1tral'l', the P;)rrer C~)(­
feepot seems i;intJ:., relllini~cent 
of sih'er st"les in "ou:uc a}",ut 
1760. And ' I'et not <J~1l' "f thl' 
p ieces cited' could en'!' h: IllIS­
taken for eiu:hteenth-cel1tlll'l crc­
ations. The~ lack rhl' l':\l' l·ikn L· c 
of l'J'Ol'orri( in, tht' str"ng : ct I'un: 
(lU dine, and tht' ~<ltisfl 'i ngl~ al'­
l'J'()I'nate associat i"n "fl'arrs that 
characteri ze thl' craftslllan~hil ' of 
the ]-;-co 's and ha l' c sinn~ been 
i rretrie"a bh' lost. The n inctccn t h­
centtll'I' craftsman could not equal 
h is l'redeces~ors . 


