


ANTIQUES, August, 1938. pJIQ I b~ 

sen'iee, The prohlems presented b:' 

Fit;, :\;\1 ER l C, ,-\.\:(:1-1 1 I'I'E'\: 0 :\ I.. I-: sur:\ (t , 1150) 

,\, ,\ XTIQt"ES ha" "ftcn rcmarked, thc qualit\, of a Chippendale sofa i, '"Crv lar~<,h ' ;1 l11allt'r of " s\\'<lnk," 
Thc ,,,fa here piclUrcd \\'1'11 cX(,l11plific, thi, allribllll", There an:- Sll"clH!{h and lift in thc bacb,'ard and 
IIp\\ard CIlI"\"C of it" arms and inthc ,\\"('epin~ cresce ndo of it, IIndlllatin~ back, l\'lwthcr or nor this cresl­
ing ("<lJliOllr i" pccllliar 10 Chippcndale ,of a' uf Ihc Philaddphia zonc, ,\ '\Tt'.2n:s cannot sa\', \\'onh 
ob,er\'int!", h,,\\'e,'cr. is Ihc facl that it l11a,' bc fOllnd on a 'lIperb sofa O\\'!1cd by rhc I'cl1l1,,'kania ~ llIscum 
"f :\n (.\:ullin~ · 5 Fllmil llrr TrftlJllrr, :'\0,1(86). ill a sob 110\" ill Thc l.illdcn~, l\'a"h in((lOll. but obrained 
in Phij;,dl'lrhia, a" \\'el1 as in thc picce illuslratcd, ,,'hich \\'a" "riginally o\\'I1cd in ;\llclllO\"!1, XCII' 

.Jl'rsc\', Expertly upholslC"rcd in d;IIIl",k \\'ith full complell1ellt "f brass lack", Ihi; lalcsl example ,,'ould 
a"ullw the posilion of importance 10 \\'hich it i;; cl1litlcd 1)\' inhercnt mcrit. lts f,)rfllllatc o\\'ller is ~rrs, 
1\', E. Grl'cll "f TrclllOll, :,\,'\\' .1ers('" 

European pe\l' ter arc less easih­
soh'cd h\' colleEtors in thc L'nited 
States: for while a eonsicirrahle lit­
erature of the suhje(~t exists. little of 
it is readih- available on this side of 
thc \I'ater. There arc, hOIlT\Tr. cer­
tain features of European pe\\'ter 
which, if borne in mind. \\'ill assist 
materially in identiking the ~OUITe 
of many items, Here. [or example. 
is pictured a pe\\"(er Ha~on en£;ra\'ed 
with IITigglell'ork designs, Its bot­
tom has been repaired. thus elimi­
nating whatever maker's mark may' 
once ha\"C been apparent. Its front 
exhibits tll'O rOil's of 0\\"I1er initi,lis. 
11. .-1. k, and H . .1, s., and the date 
1753, Oll'ing to the frequem recur­
rence of the tulip in the engra\"Cd 
motives, one might easily ,iump to 
the conclusion that the piece is of 
Dutch origin, But as a malleI' of faCt, 
it is beyond shado\,' of doubt Ger­
man, The large ba ll thumbpieee 
declares that to be the case beyond 
perach-entllre , Such a thumbpiece 
supported on a slender neck ahove 
thc hinge invariah l:' hetokens Ger­
many as the source of an\' lidded 
itcm of pewter upon lI'hieh it is 

prominent citizen. a member of Ihe (;on'rllor's Council. mayor of 
the cily, member of the ,-\ssembh': besides holdin~ sen'ral other 
impOrlalll ofiices before his dealh in 1722 , 

His books of record. still presel'\'ed. shO\,' that he brou!?;ht to 
Philadelphia in one shipmelll 22 Ihrec-ineh and R four-inch ma-
11O~an:' planks. \,'hich he sold to Philadelphia cabinetmakers, 
\\'hen he died. the il1\'ento)'\' of his eSlate sho\\'('d he had in slOck 
"J I .\!;lh()~i1Il\· planks Each J I fOOl lont:' 5 Inchcs Thick and 2 
foot \\'ide," \'alued at t:24.4,(), (:'\ole Ihe widlh. thickness. and 
Ienglh of Ihese pl<1nks,) In addition to this "stock" Dickinson had 
in his ch,'e1lin~ qU<1rJers n\T mahogall\' chesls of drawcrs, tll'O 
clolhes pre,ses of Ihe same \\'ooel. and six maho!\'al1\' tables - onc 
of \I'hich \,'as six ICet lon!\" ,\11 had becn made in Philadelphia b\' 
local cabinctmakers: probabh- some by ,\braham I-Iooppcr. to 
whom he sold much mahogam' lumber. 

\\ 'hen Charles Plumly, another Philadelphia cabinetlllaker, 
died in 170R. he left 84 ICel of maho~any planks and inch boards 
as IITII as "<1 Parsell ofOli\'C \\'ood and other \·oinan's I\'cneers],·' 
and in 1720 John \\'idditi.eld, cabinetmaker. died Ica\'in!?; "onc 
pair of .\lahogal1\' Drall'Crs unlinished." [\'iclcnth- Ihis wood had 
been extensi\:ek' used during Ihe se\'ent:' years' fI·Olll the eark 
da\' 11 hen a car!?;o of the lumber \,'as t<1ken into :'\e\,' ;\msterdam 
on a caplllred Spanish \'Cssel. 

(.\ map showing the presenl-day sources of mahogan\' 11 ill be 
found in :\ :'\TIQI:ES lc)r December 1936, /1, lSS,) 

/ruc/ubi t"b~)' CjenJl;lJl 
TII.\,'-:"s to the labors of the lale.1, B, Kerfuot. oflhe laIC l.ouis 

Guerincau '\!\"('rs, and of such still actin' im'estigalors as Ledlie I. 
Lau~hlin, collectors of .\merican pell'tlT arc in a POSilioll to de­
termine Ihe approximate date, the authorship. and the local 
source uf most of their finds Ihill retain some \'t:sti~c of a mark, 
For collectors uf English Ill'\I' lel' Ihe laIC H, H, COIlerell's extraor­
dinary opus. Olr! Pm: lfI, iIJ' ,I!al.-rl's onr! ,\fads. peric)rms the ,,1Ille 
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found, Some Scottish measures ex ­
hibit a sma ll ball thumbpiece, but 

this is quitc unlike the upstanding German glohes, The reason for 
these rotund German thumbpieces is something of a mystery, 
:\:'\TIQCES. hOIl"('\'er, had at one time the satisfaction of puhlishin~ 
conciusi\"C evidence that, in some instances, thcse members con­
sisted of t\"O separable parts joined by a screw thread hetll'een the 
upper and 1011"('1' hemispheres, The receptacle thus constiltlted 
was used for stoll'ing a nutmeg. which, when grated over the 
frothin~ bITII'. lI'as greatly relished by the Teutonic palate 
(,\:'\TIQI'ES for December 1 ')26, /1, ./68, and :\pril 1927, /), 283), 
Some German Iankards \\"('IT cquipped with a perforated device 
somcII'hat similar to the modern metal teaball. This lI'as filled 
lI'ith spiccs and placed in the bottom of the vessel, so that the 
beer might absorb an aromatic [Ja\·or. The description is far from 
appetizing, The particular flagon here illustrated and commeIlted 
u pon is from the collection of George G, Brackell of BoslOn , :\ 

1 \ '~ry simil,a.t: e.x,~mpl~, wi~~ollt engril\'ing, is picture,d on pa!ie 177 
L ol :\:oIt J(~II:,S 101 ,'\plli 19_.), i\...7tv of . 6-; 

er!;£: Corn Ve.ri(gn \ 
:\ BE:'\:'\J:'\GTO:-': parian pitcher, in lI'hose decoration Indian corn 

constilutes the dominant motin·. \,'as pictured on page 68 of 
: \:-"TH.!L'ES for February 1938, In an accompanying comment the 
:\[[ic suggested that the original design should be credited to an 
.-\merican rather than an English modeler. The .-\[[ic still holds 
this opiniun, though E(I\,'in Spencer Barnes IITi les from Sla ten 
Island, :'\ell' York . to describe a Davenport ironstone b01l'1 and 
pitcher ",ilh Ihe British registry mark for 1844, :\eross the 101l'Cr 
part of I hese pieces a corn design is spread: some other cereal 
de\'ice bands the lip, Perhaps Ihe :\tlie's slalement \,'as 1110re 
s\\'Cl'pin!?; in expression than lI'as intended, :\feanll'h ik, \\', D, 
Qua[[khaul11 of Pasadena, California, has sent a reminding 
nota I ion regarding the corn pitchers produced by the Southern 
Porcelain Company al Kaolin, South Carolina, ahout 1861, An 
example of the t\'pe, in porcelain, is illustrated on page 188 or 
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of modern life" are :lIlout to choke olT the 
folk art of coal can'im:, just \I'hen the \I'orlel 
at large i~ nrst I('()rnin~ ril,n rile art exists (It 

all. :\nthr'aci te minin~ is aboul 110 \'('ars old 
in Penn,,'h 'ania, and apparenth' miners e:-;­

pressed themsch'es from the fir51 b\' can'in« 
l1a\l,less lumps of hard coal, sometimes \\'ith 
~rcat delica('\' and iJealll\' uf effect. 

\'0\1' one of the k\\' ,un'i\'or" Charles 
Horller of Tre\'onon, 64-year-old miner, 
has bcen teaching the an 10 four c1asscs of 
children in his homc to\\'I1 and Shamokin, 
under \\'p,-\ au>pin'" But a commcrcial 
industn' ha , grOlI'll up in Ihe ncighburhood 
tu make ornamCI1lS and uscful objeCls such 
as clock, :lIul ink \l'('i1, out of coal, and 1101'­
n('I' fears he l11a\' be too la te, 

~arber's Pol/er)1 al/ll Porce/aill of Ihe Clliled 
)Iolps, Apparently the same molds were 
Is('d in the production of earthenware 
,ieees, One of the latter obtained b:' 
-II'. Quattlebaum in Augusta , Georgia, 
, here illustrated, It is described as of 
"ther soft, thick body, glazed, Beside 
I stands a tiny relative, acquired in 
<Juthern California, The latter pitcher 
, said to be of hone china, i\[r. Quat­
Icbaum thinks that it may ha\'C been 
k signed and made a t the Cartlidge 
\'orks at Greenpoint, Long Island, by 
<Jsiah Jones, who subsequently became 
"ociated with the South Carolina 
,roject. If so, the design is of the late 
x50's, fOl' Jones appears to have left 
;recnpoint in 1R57 and to have been 
hie to endure his new undertaking in 

,outh Carolina for no m o re than a 
\I'C Ivcmon th, 

FIG, 2 - T\\'O C:OR:\-DESI(;:,-/ PITCHERS 

There has been at least one e:-;h iiJit of coal 
caI'\'ings. this summer at Bucknt'!1 l'ni\Tr­
si", in conncCtion \\'ith thc third Pcnns\'I ­
\'ania ]-'olk festi\ 'al. Thosc in ch:m;e re­
cei\'ed, onc da\', a gracefull\' Cllt head of a 
.'\C!'!TO \\·0I11;ln~ about -; inche~ tall. in 
hil!hh' poli,hed al1lhracitt', ,\roundthc basc 
"'as kllel'cd thc namc of thc anisL F, ,\, 
\\'eiser of \fint'rS\'ille, and the datc , Felnu­
a 1'\' 20, I flS6, Thc statucllc rnused such 

Anthracite OrnamentJ 

The larger eanhcn\l'al,(, c:-;ampk, doubtk,,, ll1:Jde a I 
Kaolin, South Carolina (185/-1861), The othcr, of 
porcelain, perhaps made carlier at GreenpoinL 
Long Island, 
Frolll llit' ( ol/l'aillll or 11', D, QU(//II!'hl/:/1II 

11\ l'\O\'DlBER 1937 the Attic quoted 
newspaper editorial of 1831 describing the s\\'anh:' charms of 

ousehold ol'llaments \\Tought in anthracite coal. .:"fter like\\' ise 
'1Iing of several futile attempts to learn whether or not decora­
\ 'C articles in the material are still being made, the Attic further 
eclarcd that henceforth it \\'ould wash its hands of the subjC'(' t. 
'his last assertion is no\\' \dthdra\\'n, thanks to a sprig-hth- note 
'om Edith Patterson, librarian of the Free Public Library of 
'ottsville, Pennsylvania, "fiss Patterson \\Tite:s: 

Don't ,,'ash your hands! 
RemellIber \I,hat a bad job Pilate made of it , after hunting thc tl'lIlh, 
,\nthracite coal is still being made intu o rnaments in this region, and 
C'\' arc still ,,'orking in jet O\'cr in England - though both tl1('sC related 
dustries, I undcrstand. an,' in tbcse dan rather near the lost-art stage, 
I cnclo~e the COP\' or' a ' 

' pping in our colleCtion, 
local jc\wler can'ie, 

Jl!.!S and other articles. 
Ilich he secures from a 
II', Cunningham of Sum­
it llill, ",here such ;11'­

'Ics h:I\'(' been made and 
Id for \,('ar,> as sou\'Cnirs 
Ihe old :\ fauch Chunk 

,i tchhack road, 

The clipping referred 
' . though without no­
Ition of \Tar, is ('vi­
"Ilth' cut from a Cjuite 
'Cen t :\ss()cia ted Press 
'port by John Selby, 

is \\'('11 \\orth repeal­
,~, si nce: it re\'t'a Is t hc 
ttk-kIHl\\'n faft that 
le can'in!?, of coal in 
I(' forlll of sma 11 fig' 
ITS a nd rei iefs \\'as at 
nC' t i lilt' practicC'd by 
('nnS\'I\'ania miners 
Jr th('ir 0\\'11 reCl'Ca­
on, Here is the Selby 
Otc on the topic: 

inlcrcst that pre:'enlh- isolatcd C:-;:IIIlples, 
and (,\ ... n ",hoil' colll'l'tioll>. \lTre turning up, ('\'('r:t! of the,c "'('I'<' com­
bined into an c:-;hibition \I,hich pro\'ed \'(' 1'\ ' allrani\'(: to audienccs at 
tlH' folk fC'li\'al. 

gt't'ause of thc limitatioll> ol'the lIl:ltcrial. mo" of the unkno,,'n artists 
\\'orked to\l'arc! a simple ('nd, Thc\' did Bible scencs, historical episodcs, 
,olllctimcs objccl, for u-e :1I)otll the hou,c, (;rl';'t care \,a, nccdcd, for a 
l1a,, ' in Ih(' lump 'I1i~ht ruin \I'('cks of \\'ork, The coal "'a, lakcn frol1\ thc 
",\Iammoth" scalll. supposcdh' Ihe !;,r~cst and hardc" in the anthracitc 
flclds, andllIoSl lib,h, to be frec of slatt'. ,pars and sand y 'tri ps, The coal 
,,'as blockcd out \I'itl! a hand-s;",', split " 'ith a chisel, chipped :lI1d CU I 
",:th a knifc 01' razor, hufkd "'ith ""1d or sandpap<T, and polished "'ith 
",hi tc -pi ne a,hc:', 

:\ mon' I'(.'eent note from Philadelphia, published in thc :\"e\\' 

LE\\'ISlJt:I<G, Pa " Oc1, 1. 
\1') - "The conditions 

FIG, 3 - (;ER:l.1A:\ PEWTER 1'1..-\(;0:\ (right"I//;' «'I/{III,r) 

York SIIII for ,I unt' 25, 
I ')3K, affords ;Iddition;ti 
inf"nnation, ,\t an ex, 
hihition staged . .Junc 
I R, on I he ca m pus of 
fka\'t'l' College, near 
Philadelphia, ( :haries 
HOl'llor of Schu\' lkill 
Count\' , ho\\TcI a nUIll­
hn of his O\\'n coal ('I'e;l­
tions, the fruits of a 
half-centun" s odd ­
ti me \\'ork, :\cconling 
to \!r. Homo!', suit;lblc 
l11atnial for such can'­
ing occurs only in a t(-\\' 

\Tins of Pl'nnsyh'ania 
hard coal. The sculptor 
accomplishes his \\ 'ork 
sokly \"ith a jackknife, 
si nce Ot her tools a re 
likeh- lO splil or chip 
the brittle anthracite, 
SulJSl'Cjuent PlJlishill~ 
- ",ith sandpapl'l' and 
then with pUlllin's tllnc 
and oil - gin's t he black 
slIrf,lcc tlll (lInazil1t; lus­
tn', \\'hich t1H' 1':lSsi nl!; 

lIeigh/, 13 inchcs \Ta rS in tensify, 
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