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THE EDITORS ATTIC

DECORATED PEWTER

ONF OF THE MOST ATTRACTIVE features ol American poewter,
1o many collectors, is its lack of decorative embellishment. Cer-
tin cast clements, such as porringer handles and thumbpicces
lor tankards, are usually of a decorative character. but few
picces are ornamented with engraving. or chasing. or piercing.
or even with what is descriptively called wriggle work.  The
ereat majority, like those shown in this month’s Frontispiece.
were made for utility rather than decoration.  What decorative
quality they have —and it is often very considerable — conmes
from the form iwself and the quality of the metal, rather than
hrom any siriving for eflect on the part of the maker.

In European pewter surface decoration emploving various
rechniques is more frequent, though in that of England linle
other than wriggle work was done before the cighteenth cen-
oy, Two items from the collection of Percy E. Ravimond of
Lexington, Massachusets, illustrate unusual treatments.

Pewrer Cllarces te. 1650-
1675y . Probably  English.
with stamped  decoration,
From the collection  of
Percy E. Ravmond.

The round dish or charger is believed to be English. of about
1650-1675.  Tts wide rim, just within the reeded edge. has a
stamped border.  The design was apparently done with two
stamps. one a lunctie motif, the other a cluster of three acorns.
Stamped decoration is suitable technically to the relativehy
solt pewter, and in this case very cflective.

Pewrer Praties. Probably French. From the collection of Percy E. Ray-
mond. Photographs of pewter by Frederick Orchard.
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I'lie oblong dish or platter. 16 inches inc fengrhy nakes
interesting contrast. Within its vather deep. molded ring, 1,
entire flat surlace is covered with pictorial decoration. [
lines. which appear in the photograph to be engrinad.
actually produced by various means. according o the own
Most of them are cut with a burin. but some are stamped.
the main vertical outlines are apparently impressed withy
small chisel rather than incised. for they show in aclicl o
the back.

Apart from ity technical inrerest. the ardstic wmeric ol the
lugubrious scene has been challenged by some observers.
its historical significance has been given various interpren,
tions.  The most plausible explanation is that it depicts th
return to France of the body of Louis IN. Tater canonized. aliu
his death from the plague while he was leading o crusade
against Tunis in 1270, It 1s not assumed that the plater i o
anv such early date — though it is probablv French.
there is somewhere a source picture from which this was
rived. an engraving on copper printed on paper insiead o
perpetuated inpewter.

Possihiy

[ SAY WHAT'S TRUE

PENNsyLVAaNTy GERMAN TULIPWARE is found Lar less frequentds
in the lorm ol a4 mug than in pic plates and platters. A choio
specimen i this mnuosual form has recently been sacquined e
the Philadelphia Museum ol Arte Tt cnne 1o the Muscun
from the Camberland Valleyv region ol Pennsyivania.

PENNsYIVANIA GERMAN NGRAT-
Fito Moee.  Dated 18010 En-
circling the rim is the inserip-
tion: Ieh Sag was Wahr Ist:
und Trinck: Was klur ist (1 san
what's true and drink what'-
cleary.  From the Philudelphia
]IU.\'I‘“I” nt .‘,7{.

This mug excmplifies the slip-engraved o sgrathto e
nique. The glaze provides a light-colored hackground yeliesad
with green mottling. through which the design i~ mcised. ap
pearing as light reddish brown.  T'he outside surbace ol the
mug. including the handle. is decorated with the talip and-vi
motf, with comentionalized Hower desiens which tecall the
svinhols often seen in Penmsyhvania barn decoravion. | he
rangement ol the whole is nearlv ssometrical md the avalal?
space is thoronghly illed.

I hereare nwvo insariptions intended Tor shows ones ciencling
the v reads: Joh Sag weas Walye Ist: wund Tyl 10 idlen
ol say what's vrue and drink what's cleany o the otha, neanr the
hase ol the handle: o0 18070 Sevatched my Nclvire om thie
bottom is: den Sten febivieari 1801

I'hie capacity ol this mug when blled 1o the biim is <o
what more than a quart — perhaps to allow [ o eencrous
collar on a tull gquart of heer,
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