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mood, confc:ssc:s to pmchasing from Hawkins a hir of hrass 
guaranrc:ed ro be" from an old and aristocraric Creole famil\'," 
~o hq)norized was he hy 

Ih wa\' of suggesting an answcr, \11'. Brac:cklein p()ints ()ut 
rhat the "tear drol''' \\'hich forms a decorati\'e nesting ()n thc 

handle of his diminuti\'e 
rhe anCl:srral Ldories dc:-' 
,nihed h,\' rh~ eloquc:nr 
\'endor, rhar he hardly e:"

Imined rhe arricle until he 
'cachcd home, where he 
liscOl'ercd himself ro he 
he un\\'irring possessor of 

I some\\'har barrered L'lIS

,idol'. 
I lespi re s()me unlOl'eil' 

'eL'ldiariries, am()n[! rhem a 
'ron'>llllCcd anrip;rh\' to 
.oal' and wareI', llawkins 
olild he kind-hearred and 
~c·nerous. He ir \\'as \\'h() 
,cfriended I.afcadio Hearn 
,<:fore rhe larrer's [!enius 
lad hecome manifesr: g;l\'e 
he \'Ollll[! m a n a room, 
o()d, ' and,- aho~'e all, hope
ul encoura[!emenr. Orhers 
l1a\' suhseq~,enrly have lenr 

helping hand, hut old 
lawkins \\'as the 1irst. F~'i
ently he possessed a flair 
)1' quality in men as well as 

BRIT","" .. \ ,,"ARE ( r , I~:'il h\'(,/ 

:\{ tht.' !L·ft, small tl:'apot on wh()~c: uasL' is suldc:rt:'d a disc hL"aring rht..' arms 
or \Ia"achllselts (mark shown helowl ... \t the right, tca or cot!'CC],OI, 

stamped on the hasL" .\/(J1'l'Y ((1Itl .'"mill·, 11 'd1Tt/}Jud, HO.'"/!11/. Tht.' handlt.'s ot" 
thest' pieces an.: adornt:d with a similar" kar-drop" dt,\·jcL'. ~.2l1cstiol1 as 
tu the possible.: identifY ot authorship ut tht: two pieces is discussed in 
the accompanying t(,xt. 
I-}"(IIII tllc' (fJllrdi lJl/ '1]. (;, IJrtl{'r/,;/c'iJl 

\1 assachuserrs arms tcal'0t 
i~ identical with rhar al'
I'earing on the handle of a 
lar[!e utensil on wh()sc hasc 
is s-ramped the firm namc of 
\Iorn' and Smith. Thcsc 
[!cntl~men. it will he rc
;llcmhered. were, frolll I~~
ro 1'-:(,4. l'Onduc'tin[! a hu~i
ncss that, under - \'ari()lI:; 
chan[!ing ritles, had heen 
in ()p~rari()n in B()ston sincc 
1~41 (sce '-\:\T1t2U:S for 
\Ial' It)2!»), They were, \11', 
Braecklcin further ohsen-es. 
the ()nil' easrern I'ewrerers 
to cmpl(JI' \\'har he rerllls 
rhe "tear-drop" nlOri\'c. 

I,' 11 I' the I' m 0 I' e , 
since it is unlikcil' 
thar anI' hur a 
\' e \I ' F' n g I and 
nl a n 11 fa c rill' e I' 
'" (J U I d h a \' e 
adopted rhe \Ias
sachuserts seal as 

'1 things, "The eighties and nineties were his grear dal's," says 
.Irs. Shackleton, "The name is now no more, tholl[!h all ]{O\'al 
'treet o\\'es somerhin [! to rhe Hawkins rradition. I rh~nk I sho;dd 
a\'e liked his shabE\, shop and sh()uld hal'e enjOl'ed a tilt 

a trade emhlem, he concludes thar \1(Jrel' and Slllith were rhe 
Illakers of his reapot and candlestick, as lI'ell as ()f anI' similarly 
adorned sl'ecilllens I'et to he disco\'ered, 

This is sOllnd reasoning, e~cept for the premise rhar \Iorc\' 
and Smith, and their predecessors hack to Smirh and \I()n:\', 
were IlIlllucsrionahl\' the sole \Iassachuserrs pe\l' terers to elllplol' 
the rear-drop m()til'l:, Of all the dil'erse designs rllrned ollr h\' 
(jleason and 11\' I{eed and Barton, to nallle ()nil' rwo anlOn[! 
Illan\' easrern I;lanllfadurers, so fe\l' ha\'e heen 1"lIblished rhar 
no p~siri\'e inferences ma\' be dra\l'n as to whar is and whar is nor 
to be found in the eastern ollrpllr. 

!ith him in huying." 

lA ~(c.I/ioll of EL'ir/clll'c 
:'\ SL'(;(;ESTIO:\ of interest to those who concern thelllseh'es 

ith pewrer and britannia \I'are of the \'idorian era cOllles frolll 
C;, Braecklein of Kansas Cin', Kansas, whose article on Ohio 

nd \Iissouri pewrerers was pI;hlished in :'\:\Tlt.!l'F:S tor Od()her 
1)2:\, Of late, \11'. Braecklein's curi()sin' has heen piqucd Ill' the 
ISCOl'er\', in Bet hel, Oh io, 

To rhe \I'estward, both Selletl' and Ilomans of Cincinnari 

I' a hrit.innia-ware candle
ick on whose hase, as sole 
,uch Illark, is soldered a 
ise ornalllenred wirh a 
l'ar I'ersion ()f rhe \Iassa
lIIserrs Srare arlllS, In 
,alrilllore he found a slllall 
'apot hearin[! the sallle 
el'lce , The litter piece 
'Id its Illark are here pic
Ired, I t is, of COllrse, IIn
,:ccssal'l' to add that 110 

,nnection can j'ossihl\' 
,1St hetween this late: 
'illS Illori\'c and the quire 
tFerenr rrearlllenr f()und 
I I'latt:s hI' tht: IllI'sreri
IS post- J{e\'ollltionar~' 
IIsrin of Boston, :\11 tht: 
tJre rt:ason for enq u j ri ng 
ho can ha \ ' C ad()l'red the 
nitJr elllhklll dllrinl! the 
ri ll, 1 of rht: I :-;~,, ' s , -

ellll'lOI'Cd rhe tear drop, \Ye Illust therefore he \I'an' ahollt 
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accel'ting rhe rhcsis that 
this form is, or was, an e'
clusi\'e insi[!nia in anI' 10-
\'alitl'. ()n!1' a rhm;)u~h 
I'll m III a gin g 0 f I' e \I' t c I' 
sheit'cs in hOllse and sh0l' 
alike and rhe reslllranr 
failllrc to tind an\ ,,'hcrc an 
casrern tear u;Hraceahlc 
to \Imel' and Slllith \I'il l 
sllpl,II' thc mass ()f neg:l
ti\ 'e c\'idcnce essential ro :t 

I'ositl\ 'e 0plnl!ln , 
Ir is in the h()pe o(srim

IIlating sllch an IIl'hca\'al 
of \'ictorian rn:asure that 
rhe ,-\rric has srarnl at 
lcn[!rh \11'. Bracckkin\ 
I'cr'l'lnin', Perha!,,,, In
lkcd, somc onc Illa\ ' IIn
carrh a !,iec~' of mcral warl' 
hearing nor only thl' \Ia", 
, achuscrts d isc, hu r rhL' 
~me of rhc' maker a" \\ ell. 


