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mood, confesses to purchasing from Hawkins a bit of brass
uu;lr;mrccd to be *“from an old and aristocratic Creole familv.”

o hyvpnotized was he by
rhc ancestral - glories de-
scribed by the eloquent
vendor, that he hardly ex-
mmined the article until he
-cached home, where he
liscovered himself to be
he unwitting possessor of
v somewhat bartered cus-
sdor.

Despite some  unlovely
eeuharities, among them a
wronounced  antipathy to
oap and water, Flawkins
ould be kind-hearted and
renerous. Hle 1t was who
etriended Lafecadio Hearn
wefore the latter’s genius
iad become manifest, gave
he voung man a room, '
ood, and, above all; hope- Brivaxzia Ware (. 1857 186y
nay subsequently have lent stamped on the base Marev and Nmith,

he]ping hand, but old these picces are adorned with a simil
lawkins was the first. Fvi- to the possible identity of authorship

: > e WNYing text.
ently he possessed a flair b necompaning texe
w quuht\' in men as well as

1 things. “The ethtleq and nineties were his great davs,” savs
Irs. Shackleton. **’T’he name is now no more, though all RU\.ll
‘treet owes something to the Hawkins tradition. I think | should
ave liked his shabby shop and should have enjoved a tlt
sth him in buying.” »

/ A Question of Evidence
A staGEsTION of interest to those who concern themselves
ith pewter and britannia ware of the Victorian era comes from
. . Braecklein of Kansas Citv, Kansas, whose article on Ohio
nd Missouri pewterers was published in AxTigues for October
y2x. Of late, Mr. Braecklein’s curiosity has been piqued by the
iscovery, in Bethel, Ohio,

fa britannia-ware candle- The cive o . .
ick on whose base, as sole e
uch mark, is soldered a 1THE ARMEND HAWKINS CO.

isc ornamented  with a { IS THE OLDEST ART L

ANTIQUE HOUSE il

ia the Sowh. {3
'f\"’/ﬁ‘l*‘

CLOCKS, IVORIES, I

BRONZES, OLD ART, |

SILVERWARE, {

——=The fargeet stock of ——n
Colonial and Empire

TURMNITUGRE-

cat version of the Massa-
wsetts State arms. In
altimore he found a small
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evice. The Tatrer plew
nd its mark are here pic-
ired. Ttis, of course, un-
ceessary to add that no
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By wayv of suggesting an answer, Mr. Braecklein points out
that the “tear drop” which forms a decorative cresting on the
handle of his diminutive
Massachusetts arms teapor
is identical with that ap-
pearing on the handle of a
large utensil on whose base
1s stamped the irm name of
Morev and Smith. These
gentlemen, it will be re-
membered, were, from 183~
to 1864, conducting a busi-
ness  that, under various
changing ttles, had been
in operation in Boston since
ISy (see AnTIQUES  for
Mayv 1920). They were, Mr.
Braecklein further observes,
the only eastern pewterers
to employ what he terms
the “rear-drop™ motive.
[Furthermore,
since it is unlikely
that anv bur a
New Fngland
manufacturer
would have
adopred the Mas-
sachusetts seal as

a trade emblem, he concludes that Morev and Smith were the
makers of his teapot and candlestick. as well as of anv similarly
adorned specimens vet to be discovered.

This is sound reasoning, except for the premise that Morey
and Smith, and their predecessors back to Smith and Morey,
were unquestionably rhe sole Massachusetrs pewterers to cmplu)
the rear-drop motive. Of all the diverse designs turned out by
Gleason and by Reed and Barton, to name only two among
many eastern manufacturers, so few have been publl:hcd that
no positive inferences mav be drawn as to what is and what is not
to be found in the eastern output.

To the westward, both Sellew and Homans of Cincinnari
emploved the tear drop. We must therefore be wary about
accepting the thesis that
this form is, or was, an ex-
clusive insignia in any lo-
cality. Only a thorough
rummaging of pewter
p shelves in house and shop
D] s we v oo o sosaid A alike and rthe resulrant
failure ro ind anyvwhere an
castern tear untraccable
to Morev and Smith will
supply the mass of nega-
tive evidence essential to a
positive opinion.

It is in the hope of stim-
ulating such an upheaval
of Victorian treasure that
the Arric has stated at
length Nr. Braccklein's
perplexity. Perhaps, in-
deed, some one mayv un-
carth a picce of metal ware

is soldered a disc bearing the arms
! arranted, Boston. The handles of

of the two picees is discussed in
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