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Luer the:}' appear. for a more: practlcal purpose, viz: to keep heat trom a pohsh~J 
t:1hle top. But this is not the case: here; the supports simpb- add to the importance 
of the piece, Guild and sometimes church flagons are so treated on the Cuntinent. 

Thedate 1771 would not, on a Continental piece, be considered:l.s post tpochal. 
Certainly, this type with the curious lip :tppears tlrst about 1600, Uur. in (;:r
many, pieces may be found made ahout 1500. Thus. for Ilearly (WO hundred 
yean, this type was enormousb' popular in German-spcaking Ellror~, Str.:lY 
specimens occur in Scandinavia, Russia, and Hungary. co\-ering thus an c.::nor
mous rcgio~ ("enormous," of course, in the European .!'cnsc!), Two pieces in 
~1. Riff's Elain Slra;bourg(oiJ( are dated /69:1 and 1718. The: :\lsat ian thgon 
illustrated in Europ(Qn Con/il1(!llal }J(fJ:ur·, and here rcproducl'd 3¥ain lor I'ur
po:!cs of comparison, is dated by the touch somewhere about 1 ~Rc, But I ha,'e 
!'C!n.·ral specimens dated from 1'733 to 17<J.h and all of pure sen:n(ct:nrh -centur ~' 
tccling, Pewter mdlds were of hard metal, not easil~' dt:s(ro~'~d. and their users 
..... ere as con~crvative a~ the molds wert: strong, 

In so jar as may oe judged from the photOgraph, the Lanl'a:::t\'r f1ag:on "how .. 
~Hlnd workmanship, It was prohabl~' made by an immigrant pewtl'n'r - an 
:\lsati:In -who knew his trade and ~\'as well equipped, Po!;sibly the 11l0lds of rhe 
hody, lip, lid. nnd feet were imported trom Europe. for in these l'leml'nts no 
JC\'i:Ition ;n styl~ irom what \"3.S usual in Continental Europt: is dIS(o\'erablc: , 
Thr maker's initials under a small crown remind one 0" l'l'rra~fl :\ls:1t1:llland 
('J"tc:-n Frcnchfllarks, Yet. in so tar as th~ 
cumple in question is concerned. its com
hin:Itio/l of widely differing details Ica\'es no 
douht as to its extra-European origin. and 
rhis is confirmed in :l. very ddinitc: m;lnnt:r 
b! the touch. 

Suhscquently, :\Ir. \-etter'; 
conclusions were Yeri tied by 
anothcr connoisseur of Conti
nental pe\\·ter, Consen'ator Riff 
of Strashourg.:-"1. Riff remarks: 

The ~t:ntral form - excepting th~ lid ana 
,he fcct - resembles in effect that of the 
M:J.gnns of .. \Isace, particularly those of Str:ls
hourp', The horizontal circles midway of the 
h()(iy Jre !'p~ci3I1y to be notea: for ther are 
rJrcl~' encountered on other flagons, ei ther 
~Wi5S or l;erm:ln. h is possible that we ha\'~ 
hac :In :\Isatian influence. thollQh such :l 

thio~ is difficult to pro"e in the l'~\~e of any 
(:nc:lc: srecimen, 

llal'ing presented the \'ie\I's 
of \Ir. Yetter anJ ConselTator 
RifT, the Attic will pursuc no 
further cQnsideration of \Ir. 
Rrifon\'der's flagon, cxcept to 
I'cafiirlll the statement alreaJ:' 
rr.adc that the piece displays 
l'feJominantly Con ti ncn ta I 
lIIotin:s obviously moJificJ b:' 

PORTR.\I T I" I'ROfll.E 

B~' J . 11. Gilk'l'ic. 

certain English influences, and that it; maker \\·a,. in :111 
l'rnbabilit:·, of Gcrman, or bctter, _-\Isatian extraction. 

./-Tl(OI ~bout is Fair StV!t"llif 
. - 0 

... .\t this point, que,tion naturalh' arises as to \\ 'hethcr 
foreign influences e\'er operated the other wa:' about. 
that i~ to say, whether instances are kno\\'1l in \\'hich a 
craftsman brought up in the English traJition shiitC'J hi:; 
1\.1li\·c stylc as the rcsult of contact with objeL-t; \l"I"ou)!ht 
;;ittT the Continental mode. Thcre secms no rca;un t,) 
cc,ubt that just such shifts occu rred - t hough in frequt'n tl:'_ 

The- .\ltic cherishcs a notion, still too haz: ' to he ntfercJ 
;,- ;,ll opinion, that thc unpicrced handle!' of RhoJe 
I,bnd porringers - unique in :\e\\' Englan,1 l'ractice
In;,,' be attributable to the RC\'olutin!lar:' ,;njnur:1 ni tilt" 
h" lIc lt tleet in :\e\\'port harbor. 

".1."TIIJ.l n, \'01, XI, p. J8:, Fig, ~4' 

But more impressi\'e cl-iJencc ma~' bc citcJ. One of 
Louis C. \I~'ers' disCQ\'erie" prcscnteJ in his book Some 
YOlt'.r 011 ,.J IIIrr/can Pt':( ·/t'rI'rJ. i, Elisha ~irk of York 
(formcrl:' kno\\'n :1S Yorkto\I'n) Pcnnsyh·ania. for the 
birth ~'car of this pell"tcrcr \Ir. \I:'crs hazarJs the gucs:, 
oi Ii _:;.:;' Kirk Jied in 1790. Hc appcar,; to ha\'c bcen 
kno\\'n primarily as a clockmaker. thou[?h sene-ral por
ri ngers bea ri ng his touch El isha ;,,- irk, } -Qrk/u':nl ha \'c 
turncJ up in Pennsyh'ania, anJ ha\'e ~cr\"(!J in the idcnti
tication uf similar unmarked ;;I'ccimcns. 

It woulJ sccm ioolish to attribute to an indi\'iJual 
bearing the name Elisha Kirk an:' other than an E'lglish 
orii!in. Yct to Joe Kindi/? Jr., of York, Pcnnsd\'ania, the 
_-\ttic is inJebtcJ for an extcnded analysis of Kirk':, 
porringers, I\-hich ;:cem:' to I'ro\'e that these pieccs arc. 

in iorm anJ substancc. far more 
closcll' allied to Europcan Con
tinental than to English t~'pes. 

.\ccorJing to \Ir. KinJig, the 
population of York during thc 
eigh tccnt h ccn tu ry - thc pcriod 
of J\.irk',; adi\'it:, "'was 
largcl:' C;crman. and that lan
!!ua!!c prcJominateJ. thou~h 
;:ome Quakers resiJcJ III tht' 
wcst end of the- toll"ll." 

\Ir. I~indi.£·s conclusion is, 
thL'rdurc, that I~irk was prob· 
abh- a Quaker. but that, as a 
pel\·tl.'rer. hc found it aJ\'isable 
to aJapt his st:'I(' to thc requirc
mcnt; of a Ccrman c1ientcle. 
.\Ir. J~inJil!. ha\'ing furthn 
<ul'plieJ tll"O photographic 
\·iell·, of a markeJ porringcr by 
J~irk. point> out the spccial 
icaturc,; oi thc piece as folloll"s: 

Tht: r~ pc: 1:- :11rCl!;l'rhl'j dlti'l.:renr trom rh;l: 
'd' .In;' "I..'\\' ",n!;i:1.nd I"or:-ingers Whll'h I ha\ t' 

.. t'~·n (jr \\ h!l.:h are :lIusrratt:d in r.:t:'riOot '~ 
hna:r,o: /'r'':i.!rr, Tht're 1" onc porrin!:!er. 

pi~·rurt.'d in Fi~ur~ 1'. / ni ~hl'> hook. \~ hich. :,: 
nr ... r I!!a/l(e. <"t.'t,:nH to re.;.cmblt: Kirk'::; J'<lr-

nrt ~l'r""; bllt \.!II"'L' 1.: \,1 Ill; rl .1t l ort \\:li :-l'\'t.'aJ thl' r';ll'r that (hl' bllwl1.'; \luitl' diti'l'rt'w 
;:-ll1Jl a!l~·thIlH.! turllt:d out b~ h.:rk,· Thl' :\t:w l .. n~bnd p(lrri n!;t:r h ;\ \~t.'''Cl'JllJarl{ 

0/ tht' l',nl!ilsh :'.1'1.: , It 11;1"" n,l't'pt in r.Lr~ :n ... t:llh c!- • • 1 I'lcr\' nl h;tndk :\:1,1 ; • 
jl'l:ttin'l~ ladlt tu 1\\ I. \\ h,>.,\! \ ro .. .; :-l'\ tum 1:-. lbualh' s:mdar to that shown in rhl" 

;1\.l'Ofllpall\ : Ill:! :-kl'tt."il R, C)n t ht: orht'r hand. thl' Pt'nn'l~'! , ' ani:.l rq't' , whIch W,I~ 
\: ::r:\"t·d frolll C(lf~tlllt'n[.ll European SOllr\'t" , h3~ :l cm,!, sc::crilln .. imilar to r/J:I.! 

:-hown :n ,k (:~ch . 1 Th~ howl , .. rt:'Lul\d~ ht:'.l\'~ .t: l.~ ~ht' handle is ... olld. ('\", ("l't 

ror .t ~:n~k I't"t! tllli~, 

To tht? ,C1111 inilJrlll:ttielll :'lIl'l'lie,j b:' .\Ir . .\I\·er; (01 1-

ccrllilll! Ui~h;1 Kirk. ,\11'. I\.in,ii\! ha, becll lIlIable t' ·, 
;Ul'pl:' all~' illlf'fJrtallt addiLillll' . Blit rhe point \\'hich 11<" 
1ll ;l ke; cnIlCl'rllill\! the IllixL',1 (;l"I"llI:t1l ;i llll Quaker pOI'II
latil11l of YL1rktu \\-1l L!llrinl! t!re t'iL.Jlleellth l·t'lltur\· i, 
illll' .... rr:tllt. The cOllclll:,iull I\·!tieh hc pill:' [0 it ;:('l'J!h 
rl'a«'Il;lhll': 1l;llllel~·. rh:.r I\.irk. rholl.\!h oi EIl,l!li;h l' xtr;IC
tiUIl. 11 ';1- ":oll;uainl',j to tit his rell'ln Jc:,il!ll:; t,) tile 
['rcjuLiicl' (.f (;nrnallic l';ltr')Il>. kirk', -ob("l";iJeJ f'iL"l:e ' 

-Ir .... rl> ht' :11,t\' ,; th.\" :hc !..'('):-:'":l'~l':· ,. 'JI.,'~'",' ~!n !),t"'l"1 \It: h':: 01 "'" '\ ' 
:'ort H 'l(·,!I.' I .. ;In.i 1:;' 
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:fl 1)!lh l !l< ,' .r ,I' \'.l'!l ~!~ In 

dll llllk ;j. 1\\ li !\llt ili~'dy 
i'l'ldicit'l!l. j ':,ll l lt'! ( ,:1 ~I:l~::.+: 

~)Il' /-'1"{1 11 1 /'Jp/'ecl! 

i lit'le I! l' .... L· !Il:-- Oile (.f tIll

jIlt.,!. ;'t' 111:, I'k;1 hie "it·L·l· ... lIt 
<:ar1 ; ' .\,n e ricin l'l"\I'lcr 
\I·!ticll it h:" [HTnl.hl· .\l1.ic · ' 

Pt \\TI.R !)ORR I."\,ER 
'_~()(Ill I'I/ ' !\I:I\' l( ~ ('flCUlI!lll'r. 

(h\·"ni 1,1' 110\\ :,1',1 Rcif-
\IaJI..." uy EI:;:.I I:1 h:rk i,-.:·.~? - .r;rJ() ) 01 York. Pt.·rllh~· l\·:llli.1. There :lrt: 0t1"a~,: 

"'11.\'dl'l" '.iI' i>iiil:,dl"11.'lii ;L tl l ; "': ',/i"l:,' ,j','t:' !Jd1~"··' {HI) \'!(.'w'; nl ch:5 pi~('~ who .. c f' nrn~ !(. d: .. c:n,:t1\' d!frerc'~ : 

cro,,·n. T he idefllil;- of lh~ 
pcwtcrcr \\' ho thus applied 
Il i, init ials and the name of 
his ro,,'11 tCl his illeisler
sc/ill/l i~ not known. Di li
gent enquir:' has, indeed. 
failed tt) suppl;- e\Tn the 
basi, for a fair glle~s con
cerning him. Bey-ond ques
lit,n. tl;c man \I 'asa German, 
('I' 01 Gcrmanic origin. Yet, 
,,·hile: thc desi gn of hi, 
Hagon is rredominanth' 
Ell ropcan. I t di5pla~"s an 
aJlIl ixtu rc of non-Conti-l'i(·cl' .• 1 (;l ' rJI1;ll1 1\'1111 .. \'1- f'r(,rn ,::hat o( \'t·\\' i:m;d:ln,j purnnt!cr::. 

\ ;!Ilia ti:I~./~I:l. i~ cxl!ihilt'll t •. , ~hc 

.\U;l· ,il'cit- I,,· ,irrllt: vi \11. Rl·ii-
... 1l:·~J('r · .... t:clll'rldl":' C(IU!'((·S:". ~ll!" 

1,1"n"'IIIc-,[ ['I' tile' I'h"lc,~r;q'hil' 
, ~ i 11 < , I' \ I r . I) ill t , 11 

11. i> )",l :.1")1,· ll,<' I're-Rc"oili-
1.l(':1:1]"\ · d~ll\' t'!lt!'r:l\ ' l',j UPf)!1 it.,,:, 

.;ori";<ce "'I:i,'!, "i' ·'· " lhi- 'l"llcr:lbk 
:~r'(:Cil11L'll 1,1 ;'t:wtc!" it~ Oll{,r~ll1d 

JJl~ illll'I.: li · t;I ~ ll"l' .. \ ": a .... kIClIlllt.:llt in 
the: hi'l «1"1 "I -I ; 'k ,lcl"Clopllll'nc 
III Ih,· .\ rnnic:1I1 colon ies. the' 
j\;, l'< ,n i, < ,j q IIli C ille'li mahk \. :due. 
for It c'\l'1I1!,lilie -. 1I1<-,rl" clcarly 
rh:'!1 ,lll~· ',rhn silll'il- ob jcct 
~I\('\\ 11 \,< lhe" .\niL". lhar lIlin\.!lin\.! 
L1j Tnll''!)i,' :111.1 1':IIL'li,h mo'tin" 
\I·hich. I h<. <u.c.J1 '.Il1e lIlig-ht \I 'clI 
expcct ru tilld il ill 111:111;' .:-ighl
c("llth-(l'lllllr~· pr<.>dllL"t:; of l'cnn
'; 'h ' ani:! ua j LS III a ns h i I' , uqlall;' 
c lude,; as:,ured disc(),·cr;-. 

E,·idcnth· a communion flagon . 
and. aCl"I1r,lillc: lu il': in:'cr iption . 
pre,;cntcd III 177 1 h\ · one J ohn 
Dirr to St. Peler'" Chuf'ch in \10unt Ju,' T U"·Il,;hip. lhis 
piece' carries . iIl1j1IT"c,l upon it., h:I:'C. a hilhL,rtu unre
corded touch. I . (:. 11. 1.<iIICtl5I,·r. "lIrIllullnlcJ h;' Cl 

·A miniature l'orirJ. :{ o( \\ · ,I~Il;IH.!t()n, dt:r:\ ·t.',J Ir.)m lil":- , I) l·ajlt.·~l l . am,~il)\\·n<;;: 

pic'1u r t:, and pal/Hl:.! Oil j\'ur)" uy chI..: Fngli:-.l. m i n;,t[lln~t \\ 'dl:,tm (;r ; Ill,d~ii /,-5' 

~ rJ ri"" ,'.' ':/I','/"!'" r( " :Ii1:-: 
I ',·"I"d,h Ill' \ !, .t ~ :;\ !~ or"' L! : : ' . 

h')O) h:J .. rccer.th· 1>1,.'1..':' rallt:d en rht: 
\U I\"5 lt~t,:nt jo ~ l. In (o!llrill\-! ~t [" s:n~~Il· 
larl~' lib, tht: GOf.jPIl \\ ·J.sh:m;ton. Tilt! 
l· !rt· lIlll')t:tn •. :t' i:, ~·i tt:~1. hu\\c'\'t'r, only 11\ 

:O-lIPl'ort nl ~he .. \:~ i~· .. n~' i l)i(Jfl that 
tilL" rt:d\!I t. llll,.' :.t11.! '.'" 1J1(l r ; !l~ nl' rh ~ 
(;ordu:! I', Jr ':-.1:: .1:-<": ! ho:,': or J!1 ;I:'ti .. t 
rralfl('d fl} '() \'~' \\ It h dl(' :t'~Cr i (Ti"tl.'" 0" 
il nry . l!la .~~, :tnd I'Hr 'I.'L' I" :- lI rr"a(t." 
r:Hhl'r tlun ! (, ,:I :..r( ' ~t h: .. ulenr , "~ chl,.' 
ml.re r~''''J'ol1'''!\:,: ( ."l\.l.~. I ~ I , rT ('r ... :-in 
warrail: ;'("I!"" ~ r~·,!:T · ;h .. ' rho::' ( ;, .r , in: 1 1"f'rtr.lI! 

\ !1I1!1 :I ... · :- 1'1 :.!;.t ' ." 1' (·rtr .L: ~ Id rh\., 
:\tht' ll :It'l : : ~: '\ I'l' H":~C t" '\.:':.It~:o: j!\ Ch ill :l 
.d l('~I ! :h·: , ~.: ;~ l·~ :-:, :1:1,: \\ .... :.;.: 0!"i I ' :-:,,',1 i,. 
J'hila,;dl,h .. ! 1;'H:l ~nl.irr ',I(,I.'l'.it-d ; :1 

.... n: lIrlt~~ :1:1 :1\; 1";1:. ::"n :l~,\;: ,-:=: th~'ir ":l!t:'. 

Tilt! (;,Ir \ :l.r; \'ort;=I:~. 1! " WI:\ 't':' , ~hl1\\;' nfl 

\ . ;\l"t: l H' ~'t';!' :: ~ I! dot' ~· ..l't"l: ":'"' : ..,IJ "h 

: 1ll! 'lJ r! :I~ : . "'rI~ !: l'l:1 ~h,: ! ):": :1:. 

:ovl,tal cll'!llents. just as docs its 
eni! ra,-cd inscription , \\'hic h IS 
half in Ln~l i sh, half in German . 

H al-ing -',-ainl\- exhausted tile 
mean; at its disposa l 111 an 
cnJ ea"o r lO disco\'er some t hing 
ciefin ite concerning thc mystcri 
ous makel' of thc flagon, the Attic 
determined to obtain, at any rate. 
an CXpCf"t :Jnd authori tat i\'c anal
)',;i:, of thc st\'listic pecu li arit ics 
of the piecc itself. Accord ingly. 
it photograph , ,,-ith a plea for 
assistancc, was .ent to the Attic's 
scholarl\' and sympathetic friend 
- \1r. \ -etter of Amstcrdam, :l 

collector I\' idel)' \-ersed in pcwter 
Inrc _ \ I r. Vctter 's illuminating 
r)b,cn'atiolls are herc quoted in 
lull. lie writcs: 

This ptc:cc of Amaican pewter seems to be on~ 
of cxceptional hisroricd importance as :\0 illus· 
(r:trion of rhe d iss(,lllin:uion of type'S, :\ bout its 
(;crmaoic origin then; ca n he no douht. Ir is. 
i unht: r , n~ry · prolnblc that the pcwrerer who 
mad e it was inspired by a n :\lsatian stir:,cll .. The 

U\l rI:lll" I.'" tilt: bOlh :IIHi the ba:1J round it :tt che !t.:\,ej of the handle joining lrc 

ab"';{Jlutt: I ~ ' .-\l~J.tiJ.n . :\." :1 ;ll:ltr~r 01 bd, 1 h:J.n:: not ~' t:t sccn an :\ls<lri:l.n sriut:o 
(:-Tt: Nag-Oil :;. :: tf:O;l,' this b:l!1J. 

(;crm:ln;r :1ft' , further, rhe th r ee angt'\':; he:lcis supportin g the base. They ar c 
Qll! t c sc\·cllrce:.rh century ill ieeling, though gcnc:rally wc find them wingl'd. 
HOwl:\"t,'r, :t~aln :n .-\Isac~, anu also in F r :1ncc, unv.·inged angel heads appel~ 
fr~quentl~· , 'I'll';.' ,\\satlan tbgon lid is genc:r:1lly crcsfed; hut the omission or :i:'1~ ' 
c r~q On this p.t:(~ rH:.! Y he: cOllnted a cnn-
\::CSS;OIl t\) Englt.,h ::I,tl:. The same ;tpphes 
to tht: h:llhi le , which Seems - in so far a$ 
/11:1\' tl~ dis\.·(,n:'red from [he photograph -
to bl: blg Ec. h, (;~ur':.!(' 11, cast hollow. with 
rh~ i'=n \\'cll ru ~ht" rt':lr :.111(.1 Slllall in d.i:1Il:~· 
ta In (Oll1r:1iJ"O~l "ieh (ont..:mi'0rar~· 
(;t:rn::Irl ,\;1 , ! tH.,imani.: hinge I':ns, The 
dHljllil~':l'\ .. "': :11'Sf") r::~t.'l1luI6 English r~·rt.:j . 
: 11I)IJ~h n:~h 11 btt:a than :5 usu;il on F:'l~' 

:t ~l:lrti :l ! \. f) ::~·t..· ::-'S:1.l1l :U (;o:.:rma:l !t;e!i:-lt!. 
Th..:: t.:k,·:l:l('" ci th~ lust: by :h~ t:!~lrlo'·· 

l!h':H or .1 : H:t'I ' ~ IH:,l\i..; , lu:i;;. lll.:l ~() t';1 , :s 
~\·::\"0l:.· . IL ,"; :,-~. ·:,gcs\j\'e, Of l'or ~ ab:l!;: y . 
Th : ... :t .':- -:~ ;' l !' · :'\·l : .'"' :llhn!i ::lll - ii 1 Cl:t\, 

1>.: .d;. "\ ~', ; '." : .d1 :r ;.ll. it - \\'as t"rni·i (p· ~J 
~l\' :ht." l':: \ ~' :',I :~'. th:..· (;;l' (.'~ ... <j. :t:1J the 
j{ ,H': .. II: ~. ;l ;!,.: ,d\\.l '" P;' ric(t:s \\hi..::h 
':(''.l: . i h .. , .H: ,:..! :r'I:: "!h' !,I:\(l' { LI a:-:v ~h;:;- . 

i;L",~: ,.:' ";L"I .. L~·.· :t' LI !'" I\i,'f,· hitl.'(·tu ~L'. 
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