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Later they appear, for a more practcal purpose, viz: to keep heat from a polished
table top. But this is not the case here; the supports simply add to the importance
of the piece. Guild and sometimes church flagons are so treated on the Continent.

Thedate 1771 would not, on a Continental piece, be considered as post ¢cpochal.
Certainly, this type with the curious lip appears first about 16c0o. But. in Ger-
many, pieces may be found made about 1500. Thus. for nearly two hundred
vears, this tvpe was enormously popular in German-speaking Europe. Stray
specimens occur in Scandinavia, Russia, and Hungary, covering thus an enor-
mous region (''enormous,”’ of course, in the European sense!). Two pieces in
AL Riff's Etain Strasbourgeoise are dated 7692 and s7z8. The Alsatian tlagon
illustrated in Enropean Continental Pewter®, and here reproduced again for pur-
poses of comparison, is dated by the touch somewhere about 158c. But 1 have
several specimens dated from 1733 to 1794, and all of pure seventeenth-century
fecling. Pewter mdlds were of hard metal, not easily destroved. and their users
were as conservative as the molds were strong.

In so far as may be judged from the photograph, the Lancaster flagon shows
sound workmanship. It was probably made by an immigrant pewterer —an
Alsatian — who knew his trade and was well equipped. Possibly the molds of the
body, lip, lid, and feet were imported from Europe. for in these elements no
deviation in stvle from what was usual in Continental Europe is discoverable
The maker’s initials under a small crown remind one of cerramn . Alsanianand
eastern French@marks. Yet, in so far as the
example in question is concerned, its com-
hination of widely differing details leaves no
doubt as to its extra-European origin, and
this is confirmed in a very definite manner
by the touch.

Subsequently, Nr. Vetter's
conclusions were verified by
another connoisseur of Conti-
nental pewter, Conservator Riff
of Strashourg. M. Riff remarks:

The general form — excepting the lid and
the feet —resembles in effect that of the
flagons of Alsace, particularly those of Stras-
hourg. The horizontal circles midway of the
bodv are specially to be noted: for they are
rarely encountered on other flagons, either
Swiss or German. It is possible that we have
here an Alsatian influence, though such a
thing is difficult to prove in the case of any
«ncle specimen.

Having presented the views
of Mr. Vetter and Conservator
Riff, the Attic will pursue no
further consideration of MIr.
Reifsnyder’s flagon, except to
reafirm the statement already
made that the piece displavs
predominantly Continental
motives obviously modified by
certain English influences. and that its maker was. in all
probability, of German, or better, Alsatian cxtraction.
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At this point, question naturally arises as to whether
foreign influences ever operated the other way about.
that is to say, whether instances are known in which a
craftsman brought up in the English tradition shifted his
native style as the result of contact with objects wrought
after the Continental mode. There seems no reason to
doubt that just such shifts occurred —though infrequently.

The Attic cherishes a notion, still too hazy to be offered
a an opinion, that the unpierced handles of Rhode
I\land porringers — unique in New Lngland practice
may be attributable to the Revolutinnary sojaurn of the
]"“‘_Hch fleet in Newport harbor.

ANTiotes, Vol, X1, p. 582; Fig, &3

But more impressive evidence may be cited. One of
Louis G. Nlvers® discoveries, presented in his book Sowme
Notes on American Peseterers. is Elisha Kirk of York
(formerly known as Yorktown) Pennsylvania. For the
birth vear of this pewterer Mr. Myers hazards the guess
of 1733, Kirk died in 1790. He appears to have been
known primarily as a clockmaker. though several por-
ringers bearing his touch Elisha Kirk, Yorktowen have
turned up in Pennsylvania, and have served in the identi-
fication of similar unmarked specimens.

[t would seem foolish to attribute to an individual
bearing the name Elisha Kirk any other than an English
origin. Yet to Joe Kindig. Jr., of York. Pennsylvania, the
Attic is indebted for an extended analyvsis of Kirk's
porringers. which seems to prove that these pieces are,
in form and substance. far more
closely allied to European Con-
tinental than to English types.
According to Nr. Kindig, the
population of York during the
eighteenth century — the period
of Kirk's activity — “‘was
largely German. and that lan-
vuage predominated. though
some Quakers resided in the
west end of the town.™’

Alr. Kindig's conclusion s,
therefore, that Kirk was prob-
ablv a Quaker. but that, as a
pewterer. he found it advisable
to adapt his style to the require-
ments of a German clientele.
Nr. Kindig. having further
supplied two photographic
views of a marked porringer by
Kirk. points out the special
features of the piece as follows:

The type 1» altogether ditferent from that
of any New Fngland porsingers which [ have
seen or which are illustrated in Kerfoot's
Imerican Peuater. There 1s one porringer.
pictured in Fieure iy of this ook, which, at
arst wlance. scems to resemble KNirk's por-
rinzers: but Jose exanunation will reveal the fact that the bowl s quite differens
trom anvthing turned out by Kirk.” The New kngland porringer 18 a descendant
of the Enelish rvpe. Lo has, except in rare instances. @ prerced handle and «
relatively hght bowl, whose cross sevtion ts usually similar to that shown in the
accompany:ng sketeh A, On the other hand, the Peansylvania type, which wus
werived from Cantinental European sources. has a eross section similar to that
:n <ketch .70 The bowl 1s relanvely heavy and the handle is solid. exvepr
for a single pee hole.

show

To the scant information supphied by Nr. Myers con-
cerning Elisha Kirk. NMr. Kindiv has been unable to
supply any important additions. But the point which he
makes concerning the mixed German and Quaker popu-
lation of Yorktown during the eighteenth century i-
important. The conclusion which he pins o it seems
reasonable: namely. that Kirk. though of English extrac-
tion. was consztrained to fit his pewter designs to the

prejudice of Germanic patrons. Nirk's sobersided pieces
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1y Dinsmoor s well as o
an o unkuown but o highly
profictent painter on olass*
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Tri= menth’s Fronus-

pivce presents one of the
most renmarkable preces ot
carlv Nmerican

which it has been the Nuwic's

pow v&r

cood fortune o encounter.
Owned by Howard  Reii-
snvder of Philadelphia. this
prece. @ German Pennsyl-
vania tlavon, 1 exlabired weothe
Autic cirele by virtue of NMr. Reit-
snvder’s generaus Ccourtesy, sup-
plemented by the photographic
skill o Nre Dillon

It s not alone the pre-Revolu-
vonary dare engraved upon it
suriace which vivesthis venerable
specimen of pewter its outstand-
me importace. s a document in
the history of <ivle development
i the  American colonies. the
flagen i< of quite inestimable value:
more  clearly
than  any object
known to the Artieo that mingling
of Teutonic and nelish motives
which. though one might  well
expect to and 1t m o many eight-
centh-century products of Penn-
svivania  craftsmanship, usually
cludes assured discovery.

Evidently a communion flagon.
and. according 1o its inscription.
1771 by one John

for 1t

exemplifies.

other  single

presented in

Dirr to St. Peter’s Church in NMount Jov Townszhip, this
piece carries. impressed upon its buase, a hitherto unre-
Lawcaster. surmounted by a

corded touch., 7. . /1.

1

Made by El

- :
aAaie and

Prwrer PorriNaEr
sha KNirk /7753277005 of York, Pennsvlvania. There are offered
two views of this piece whose farm ic distinctly differen:

from that of New Engiand porningers.

crown. The identity of the
pewterer who thus applied
his initials and the name of
his town to his inerster-
schaft is not known. Dili-
gent enquiry has, indeed,
failed to supply even the
basis for a fair guess con-
cerning him. Beyond ques-
tion. the manwasa German,
or of Germanic origin. Yet,
while the design of his
flagon is predominantly
[furopean, 1t displays an
admixture of non-Conti-
nental clements, just as does its
engraved inscription, which s
half in Lnglish, half in German.

Having vainly exhausted the
means at its disposal 1 an
endeavor to discover something
definite concerning the muvsteri-
ous maker of the flagon, the Attic
determined to obtain, at any rate,
an expert and authoritative anal-
vsis of the stvlistic peculiarities
of the picee itself. Accordingly.
a photograph, with a plea for
assistance, was sent to the Attic’s
scholarly and sympathetic friend
— Nr. Vetter of Amsterdam, a
colleCtor widely versed in pewter
lore. Nr. Vetter's illuminating
observations are here quoted in
full. Ie writes:

This piece of American pewter scems to be onz
of exceptional historical importance as an illus-
tration of the dissemination of types. About its
Germanic origin there can be no doubt. It is,

further, very probable that the pewterer who
made it was inspired by an Alsatian s¢irzen. The

outhne of the body and the band round it at the level of the handle joining are
absolutely Alsatian, As a matter of fact, [ have not yet scen an Alsatian stitzen
wvpe Hagon wibow: this band.

Germunic are, furcher, the three angel's heads supporting the base. They are
quite seventeenth century in feeling, though generally we find them winged.

*A mintature portra:t of Washingron, der
picture, and pamted on ivory by the Fnelish mintatur

ed from the socalled Lansdowne
et William Grimaldi 7757-
7830)  has recentiy been called ta the
Attic’s attention. In colorme it s singu-
larly like the Gordon Washington. The
crcumstance i cited, hewever, oniy in
support ot the Artic’s opinion  chat
the  technnpue  and  colorng ot the
Gordon porc
tramned to
nory,  elass,
rather than to wuspare his talent on the
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Howcver, again in Alsace, and also in France, unwinged angel heads appear
frequently. The Alsatian fagon hd is generally crested; but the omission of any

crest on this piece may be counted a con-
cession to Fnglish taste. The same apphes
to the handle, which scems — in so fur as
mav be discovered from the photograph —
to be ish, George 11, cast hollow, with
i to the rear and small in diame-
ter i companson  with contemporary
German and Germanie hinge pins. The
thuimbpiece also resembles English tvpes
though much lareer than is usual on Fag-
Lish prece
apartal concession o German feeline.

: by the employ-
ment of anvel's hea . and so on, is
olval o7 suggestive, of porabi

a face to be interpreted as
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