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The prcvious ycar has been a time of 
unpreliictability. A ycar which has 

witnessed staggcringly high prices in a 
few instances and in many more case~ 
secn subdued prices. The overall trend 
has becn an urward movemcnt of prices. 
but not in cvcry sphere of the metalwork 
marke!. Collcctllrs have grown more 
discerning and for this reason condition 
has been of major imronance . ;\ 
damaged or altered piccc is almost 
imrossible to sell. but thc best and rare~t 
pieces ha vc been In comretitive 
dcmand. Thcre arc many di\'ersc 
srccialist areas onc can grour under the 
main hcading of metalwork. such ;I~ 

locks and keys. early monars. etL'. (each 
subject to differcnt rules and marh't 
forces) but it is intended. in this anick . 
to concentrate on pcwtcr and brass 
which are not the prescrve of a handful 
of collectors only. but bought by liealers 
ur and down the country for furnishing 
and decoration. 

Pewter 
British rewter has been selling well In 

the last year and auction houses have 
achieved high pnces. esrecially for 
rlates and chargers. There have not been 
any major collections on the market 
recemly and it is therefore difficult tll 
assess whether pewter at the top end of 
the market has fared well. but cenainly 
the middle range has done so. 
COlllinental rewtcr has remained static 
and depressed. and so likewise has 19th 
cenlllry rewter and Britannia IIletal. 'I'll 
illustrate the demand I'm chargers and 
rlates. Sotheby's Sussex han: held 
re~ular sales oVer the last vear and 
rrices achieved include £616 f;)r a 12in . 
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late 17th century charger by Lawrence 
Dyer: lAI8 fOr a rair of 18in. 18th 
century dishes by John Duncombe and 
070 for a charming wrigglework plate 
(tigure I). In general. and encouragingly. 
small 9in. diameter side rlates have 
averaged out at £25 each. and compara­
tively ordinary 16'/,in. dishes at £100 
each. 19th cenlllry tankards and 
mea~ures arc also slowly becoming 
more expenSive. 

Compared with pewter rrices of the 
1960s and 1970s today's market is still 
chear. but there is no doubt that British 
rewter is. at long las!. on its way ur. 
and IS likely {(l prove a good investment 
for the discerning collector. 

Brass 
The market for the best Engl ish brass 

I~ strong. and although unpn:dictable at 
tlllles. the beller pieces are Inoking after 
thl'msel\·es. Of note. in this cOlllex!. was 
thl' £-L400 rrice paid for a single 
Carlllean hrass bell-based candlestick at 
~I LOlllillll saleroom recently. This is a 
tyrlL'al example of the market for the 
hc~t and rarest collectors' pieces. many 
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,If which are destined to go to the United 
States for a home. At a lower level. the 
l'llllllllOn Georgian retal-base candlesticks 
ha\'e been levelling out at around £300 
III [·100 a rair. if anYlhing a lillic 
L'hearer lhan a courle of years ago. and 
fill' a r~1II' tll makc more than this at 
aucllon tht:) need III be very crisr and in 
~ood condition . or an unusual sile . The 
Gellrgian candlesticks which sell beller 
;lrc the tyres which fo llow silver 

Figllrc 3 . . 4jil/l'iY el/gulI'ed IO/mcco box. 
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designs. The r;llr illustrated (figure 1) 
each have shell-shaped lobed bases and 
complementar~ detachable drir pans. 
These sold for £ 1.012 on n June 1987. 
a not unreasonable rrice given their 
comparat i\e scarl·ity. The rococo period 
'swirl' base candlesticks have remained 
ropular and ~ell in excess of £1.500: and 
elegant Queen Annc m George I period 
candlestich ha vc abo held their valuc. 

The bottom end of the markct Cl)mpris­
!ng Victorian candlesticks. warming 
pans. kitchenal!a and sauccpans. ctc .. 
although somctimes crratic. has 
generally been gooJ. and cvcry indication 
points to thc f;ll·t it should continuc to do 
well ovcr the next few years. Continemal 
brass and mctalwork is still. however . 
vcry unpredictable. and only the rarest 
and hcst collectors' items have donc 
wcll. For example. thc vast majority of 
Dutch or German brass Illbacco boxes 
have been of a constant price over thc 
last few year~. well below that of the 
1960s and IlnOs. but a vcry good 
examrlc (figure 3) made {1.210 at 
Sothehy's Sussex on 13 February 1988 . 
to cxcccd cxrectations. Thc Sotheby's 
London Metalwork sale in April this 
year. also demonstratcd the 
unrrediuability of the Contincntal 
market . 

In conc lusio n. t he metal work markct 
has remained on the subducd side and 
not increased in value as much as somc 
other ficlds. but there are areas which 
have been doing well espccially good 
English brass and British rewtcr. The 
indications arc. that if in the coming 
year a good collection of metalwork 
were to l'llme lln the markct. il would he 
greeted with ell!husiasm and high rril'es. 
In \'e~tors. J believe. could do a lot worsc 
than rurchase the rewter and hrass 
available on the market at the m()men!. h 


