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A Market Summary

by Mark Stephen
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Figure 1. An early 18th cennury English
wrigglework plate. 8%2in. diamerer. £770.

he previous year has been a time of

unpredictability. A year which has
witnessed staggeringly high prices in a
few instances and in many more cases
seen subdued prices. The overall trend
has been an upward movement of prices.
but not in every sphere of the metalwork
market. Collectors have grown more
discerning and for this reason condition
has been of major importance. A
damaged or altered picce is almost
impossible to sell. but the best and rarest
picces have been in competitive
demand. There are many diverse
specialist areas one can group under the
main heading of metalwork. such s
locks and keys. carly mortars. ete. (cach
subject to different rules and market
torces) but it is intended. in this article.
o concentrate on  pewter and  brass
which are not the preserve of a handful
of collectors only. but bought by dealers
up and down the country for furnishing
and decoration.

Pewter

British pewter has been selling well in
the last year and auction houses have
achieved high prices. especially  for
plates and chargers. There have not been
any major collections on the market
recently and it is therefore difficult o
assess whether pewter at the top end of
the market has fared well, but certainly
the  muddle  range  has  done  so.
Continental pewter has remained static
and depressed. and so likewise has 19th
century pewter and Britannia metal. To
lustrate the demand for chargers and
plates.  Sotheby’s  Sussex  have held
regular sales over the last year and
prices achieved include £616 for a 22in.

58

late 17th century charger by Lawrence
Dyer: £418 for a pair of 18in. 18th
century dishes by John Duncombe and
£770 for a charming wrigglework plate
(figure 1). In general. and encouragingly.
small 9in. diameter side plates have
averaged out at £25 each. and compara-
tively ordinary 16%in. dishes at £100
cach.  19th  century tankards and
measures are  also  slowly  becoming
more expensive.

Compared with pewter prices of the
1960s and 1970s today's market is stili
cheap. but there is no doubt that British
pewter is. at long last. on 1ts way up.
and s likelv 1o prove a good investment
tor the discerning collector.

Brass

The market for the best English brass
is strong. and although unpredictable at
umes. the better pieces are looking after
themselves. Of note. in this context. was
the £4.400 price paid for a single
Carolean brass bell-based candlestick at
a London saleroom recently. This is a
typical example of the market for the
best and rarest collectors™ pieces. many
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Figure 2. 4 pair of Georgian brass “shell-
base” candlesticks. ¢.1750. £1.012.

of which are destined to go to the United
States for a home. At a lower level. the
common Georgian petal-base candlesticks
have been levelling out at around £300
1o £400 a pair. it anything a litde
cheaper than a couple of years ago. and
for a pair to make more than this at
auction they need to be very crisp and in
good condition. or an unusual size. The
Georgian candlesticks which sell better
are  the types  which  follow  silver

1988.

Figure 3. A finely engraved robacco box,
Duich. early 18th century, of unusual
double-hinged  form 10 reveal extra
partitions. 4%in. across. £1,210.

designs. The pair illustrated (figure 2)
cach have shell-shaped lobed bases and
complementary  detachable drip pans.
These sold for £1.012 on 23 June 1987.
a not unreasonable price given their
comparative scarcity. The rococo period
“swirl” base candlesticks have remained
popular and sell in excess of £1.500: and
clegant Queen Anne or George 1 period
candlesticks have also held their value.

The bottom end of the market compris-
ing  Victorian candlesticks.  warming
pans. kitchenahia and saucepans. etc..
although  sometimes  erratic.  has
generally been good. and every indication
points to the fuct it should continue to do
well over the next few years. Continental
brass and metalwork 1s still. however.
very unpredictable. and only the rarest
and best collectors™ items have done
well. For example. the vast majority of
Dutch or German brass tobacco boxes
have been of a constant price over the
last few vears. well below that of the
1960s and 1970s. but a very good
example (figure 3) made £1.210 at
Sotheby's Sussex on 23 February 1988.
to exceed expectations. The Sotheby’s
London Metalwork sale in April this

year, also demonstrated the
unpredictability ot the  Continental
market.

In conclusion. the metalwork market
has remained on the subdued side and
not increased in value as much as some
other fields. but there are arcas which
have been doing well especially good
English brass and Briush pewter. The
indications are. that if in the coming
year a good collection of metalwork
were to come on the market. it would be
greeted with enthusiasm and high prices.
Investors. 1 believe. could do a lot worse
than purchase the pewter and brass
available on the market at the moment.
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