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acquainted. Towas aceepted by Pythagoras, Plato, the
Neo-Platonists, Virgil, Ovid: it hecmne an integral
part of more than one great religion, mnong them the
Hindu and the Buddhist, as well as of the philosophy
ol most Western theosophists. Tt has atracted some
ol the deepest of modern thinkers: Lessing, Herder,
Goethe, Fichte,  Schopenhaner, Huago,  Browning,
Tennyson, Whitmane Even such seeptical minds as
Hume's and Huxlev's condemmned its hasty rejection,
It is the mantle of such men as these which has de-
scended upon My Shivley.

No one fitter to deal with such a subject than the
Hon. Ralph Shivley could he imagined. e founded
and edited (the Lucter for owenty vears) The Hloroscape
and The Occult Reviewe; 1o these and kindred studies he
has devoted the labour of his Hife. His achievenent in
this book is startling. The exposition is brilliant: the
subject, despite its range and depthyis presented with
a lucidity comprehensible to evervone. 'The Problem
of Rebirth is examined from every angle, the evidence
Hor and against” stated, and the case summed up
Judiciously. Some ol the evidence favouring the theory
of Reincarnation is no less than astounding, supported
as itis by aowealth of serions testimony which cannot
be dismissed. Among such cases that of Alexandrina
Samona, which belongs to the present century, is per-
haps the most remarkable of all.

My object in writing this ook, says Mr. Shirley,
‘has not been, at least primarily, to convinee, but
rather to make the reader face the subject under dis-
cussion independently of traditional beliels and pre-
conceptions. Ttis a plea for the reconsideration of an
hypothesis which has not Luterly received the atten-
ton which it merits and which has a very divect bear-
ing on questions such as Heredity and Evolutionwhich
are at the present time very much to the fore.” The
whole question of *Hevedity and Reinearnation” is ex-
amined by Mr. Shirley in o chapter of exceptional
interest, and in a spirit that shows no trace ol pre-
judice. From this examination the weakness of the
atavistic theory emerges only too apparently. Tt has
been tortured by its protagonists o explain away
difficulties which are altogether bevond its power 1o
clucidate. THow Far the theory of Metempsychosis sue-
ceeds where that ol Atavisin fails the reader of this
remarkable hook will jndge for himself. COR.CL

CONTEMPORARY PEWTER IN
NETHERLANDS

THIE

(London: International Tin Rescarch & Develop-
ment Council, 478, Strand, W.Cl2)

1% have but to think of the paintings ol "T'er Boreh

and Ostade, of the carefully painted canvases of

AMewsn and the elaborate still-lites of Jan Steen and
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others who delighted o paint the pewter pot and
plate, o remember that Holland has a pewter wadi-
ton more than three centuries old. The industry to-
dayisvirile, as the ilhastrations to this third Balletin off
the International Tin Research & Development Conn-
(ll |)l'n\'('.

The modern revivalists of pewter stintted by repeat-
ing old traditional forms:; but new forms, suitable o
the peculiar properties of the alloy, the function of the
object, and the taste of the day, are now being pro-
duced at Zeist and "Tiel that rival the produets of the
seventeenth-century pewter-casters ol Levden and
clsewhere.—11LHL
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NORDISK
(Stockholn: Wahlstrom & Wildsuand. 88 pp. 7 kr.)

FOTOGRAFL, 1936

FHEST we can distinguish readily a0 Swedish

from an Eoglish painting, or even tell from what
language a picce of Literature has been translated,
there is no trick of hand or tirn ol phrase in photo-
egraphy to aflord a clue o its “port of origin.”

The lens cannot help viewing life internationally;
but so international has hecome the vision of the
maodern photographer, and so unimportant to him is
his subject matter, that not one in ten of the photo-
araphs in this album veveals its procenance. "'he curled
rope might make its pattern equally well on the deck
of a ship in Gothenburg or Hull] cisterns have o way
of arranging themselves in Orebro as they do in Suf-
folk, hirnaces and cranes are much-of=a-mmchness in
any industrial town or harbour, and shadows on stairs
obey the siune rales the world over. Who can distin-
uish a Norwegian footstep in the snow from that of a
Scot 2 Is the lofty building that, like some modern
leaning tower, rapidly foreshortens itself diagonally
across the page, in Holland or the States ?

But though the Scandinavian Annual of Photo-
graphy for 1936 is only ten per cent. Scandinavian, it
worthily refleets the times.—HUH.

HORSE BRASSES

I Conxossear freguently receives  inguiries

from ceaders concerning Harse Brasses. Thase in-
terested in this fascinating hy-path of collecting will
welcome the handy little brochure issned by M.
.S, Richards, of 4o Graham Street, Birmingham,
which itllustrates & hundred and forty examples, and
tells their history snccinetlv. Tois interesting to learn
that there are quite twelve hundred different designs
in existence. Tois said that these ornaments originated
in the ancient bhelie in the Evil Eve, and tha sueh
anmlets had protective power against it The price of

this hooklet is cighteenpence. G




