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Toy SiLver TraroT. Canby, axn Spoox. RELONGING To A CHiLp's

TeA SERVICE,

Bonbonnicres were universallyv carrvied in Georgian
davs, and very interesting ones have heen handed
down to us in moss agate and sometimes in enanel,
ornamented with pearls.

The two boxes in the lower part of the picture
are of notable beantv. and would serve for this purpose
orforsnudf. The upper one, of pure silver, shows some
well-modelled figures in bold reliel incloged in the
seroll work. while the one below. in form resembling
a shelllis of the most exqguisite workmanzhip. The
foundation is piquée tortoiseshelll very finely wrongln
with gold and silver ina lace-like horder. the pattern
within standing ont in bold relief—a veritable gen.
The sisall viohn is a dainty form of vinaigrette, and
the Jast object of all is an etwl quite a hondred vears
old. filled with implements for needlework, and very
beantitully wronght. Many etnis have been handed
down to ns: one inosilver. which belonged 1o
Queen Charlotte. 1s notable
for itz beanttnl workman-
ship.

Of quitea different charac-
ter is the chatelaine at the
side. once in possession of a
peasant  at lottenburg,
where it was purchased.
e had cavried it for vears
in his foh.  Note above the
appendages the Hanoverian
arms. [t appertains to the
eighteenth century, and the
seals  and  wateh  keys
at tuched are VRry interest
ing. one of them enclosing
a bell, and mueh resembling

in character the seal on the apposite
side of the picture.

This collection has been brought
together from all parts. and com-
hines some great curiosities and some

fine specimens of work,

OLD PEWTER.
Even in " eollecting ™ Fashion
cliims a place. and at the present
rime she has decreed that old pew-
ter isto be to the fore.

The old oak dresser, the fine old
carved overmantel. the old buffet
sideboard. forma splendid background
to the soft hrightness which only old pewter seems to
possess. and these old = pieces ™ gain o further charm
it we embellish thent with pewter plates. crested. if
possible. and certainly 7 marked.” and some of the
graceiully shaped upright pieces of old pewter which
the collector can still ecome across,

The word ™ pewter iz a generie term for a variety
of allovs. Tin forms the predominating compound.
but ordinary pewter is tin alloved with lead : this
ltter nsed on account of its cheapness.  The finest
pewter is tin. hardened by the addition of a trifle of
copper.

The old pewter has gained. as evervthing lasting
does. w0 mellowness with age. and has o look as if «
good quantity of silver were added. This may not
be so, but certainly it has a very different look and
“feel 7 to modern pewter.

The first thing to do on getting an old pewter

ikove oF OLD PEWTER.
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** piece ” is to have it thoroughly cleaned, and this
is a really difficult task to the amateur, especially
when, as frequently happens, it has heen left un-
touched for some time, perhaps because it has been
lving by unused, or to give the truly * old  look
which the dealer values. If the pewter is very dirty.
which is generally the case, its soft surface being
inclined to absorb grease and dirt, it should be boiled
in strong soda-water. and afterwards cleaned with
the usnal preparationg.  Brick dust and paraffin is a
very good mixture.

Much of the old pewter is marked with what looks
like the old silver stamps, and this is thought highly
of. Tt is said that when so many people brought
their silver services and freely gave them to fill the
empty cofiers of the luckless Stuart Kings, that the
Monarch gave an exact replica of the service or what-
not in pewter, and had it stamped with the silver mark,
and this was a sign that it should be redeemed when
the King “came to his own again.” which, alas
for them ! never came to pass. This may account for
so much old pewter apparently bearing the silver
stamp. There are also the registered pewter marks.
which the Association of Pewterers keep a register of.
but no names of makers are preserved, so that it is
very difficult to trace the exact period. Much in-
teresting data was lost in the Great Fire of London.

Mr. Walsh, of the Guildhall, is writing a hook on
pewter marks. TUp till lately information has been
greatly withheld, but there are now places where
the marks and stamps on pewter may he seen and
studied.

Pewter was apparently made before the Roman
periad, and in the British Museum we find fine speci-
mens of old pewter dishes and vessels in fragments.
which were found near some Roman buildings by
the Rev. E. H. Engleheart. near Andover, Hants.
There is also in the British Museum a plate finely en-
graved with the Resurrection. depicting angels with
emblems of the Passion. and one dated 1619, In
the Franks collection are a good number of spoons :
one = Pied de Biche = spoon. William and Mary. with
their heads engraved on the top. 1690 : also an old
kitehen spoon, with pastry entter top. eighteenth
century, found near Fleet-street. There is a very
fine English pewter dish. dated 1583, and inseribed
* Tome Coppin,” Susan Church : and a dish with the
arms of All Souls, Oxford, engraved on it. found in
Oxford early in the seventeenth century, and given
to the museum hy John Jennings. We must also
mention three pewter plates, stamped with crown
and feathers. found with others near Guy’s Hospital,
probably ahout the time of Henry VIII.

Pewter was evidently very generally used. on
account of its cheapness. and when the silver services,
salvers. mugs. &c., were treasured up and used
only on high days and holidays.  We must remember
that we are speaking of times when silver was really
valuable. and pewter was the next best thing ; able
to be highly polished and of a substance which could
be worked upon easily. to reproduce the Jovely shapes
and designs of Queen Anne and early periods,

The small pewter teapot illnstrated is a good speci-
men of the elegance of shape that so much of this
old ware lends itsell to: the covered sugar basin is
part of a set of Queen Anne design. and is almost
unique. Tt consists of teapot. sugar hasin. and creun
jug in pewter, is particularly graceful in shape,
and hears the pewter mark.

The salt cellar and mustard pot are very good types
of these articles in daily use hy our ancestors.

As with evervthing of the kind, the ** faker ™ is at
work, and “old " pewter is on the market with a
*mark ” very much en éridence which proves. under
the mieroscope, to bhe recently engraved, and not
stamped on it vears ago as it should have heen.
Handles are ** faked ” on to plain ™ pieces; “en-
gravings added. and done so well as to deceive all but
the most wary.

Some of the old pewter salvers, with their well-
worn surfaces, are well worth securing.  Here, also.
the * faker ™ tries to deceive by adding scratches,
but with careful study these can he detected.

It is well to thoroughly examine the back of an
article, as the * faker ©* generally leaves some care-
lessness to unmask himself. and whilst carefully
seratehing and rubbing the front, will often leave
the back entirely smaoth or with only a few roughings.

As to prices. These, of course, vary as to work-
manship. dates, crests. &c. One should be able to
get a fair specimen of a mug. dated, from, say. 10s. 6d. ;
a covered jug. 18s, : smaller = pieces,” from Gg. Gd. :
a fine old pewter inkstand. 20s. to 30s. Of course.
siich an unigne specimen as the Queen Anne set
mentioned ahove would be iare expensive, asa serviee

\(lnnplot(‘ is always more rare, 1. A. Wourrax.
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OLD PINCHBECK AND ROCOCO
JEWELLERY.

It is quite a saddening thought how little we are
now making will be * collected ™™ in a hundred years
time, at least for the heauty of design and work-
manship. How difierent is the quality of the work,
the amount of time and patienee expended. or even,
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