

















facing the main entrance of the Museum ; it stands on
a lumdsome English pedestal dating from the middle of
the cighteenth century,

The late John Ernest Breun, R.B.A., 1862-1921

Lake his father (the lte John Needham Brean. other-
wise known as the Due de Vitry), Mr. )0 150 Breun, the
portrait painter, who died on July Sthy at Tollington
House, Tollington Park, used a forcign title -that of
Comte Jean de UHopital. Born on November :7th,
1862, ). E. Breun went first to a London private school,
and thenee to study art at South Kensington, where
he won a bronze medal for drawing from the nude. M
the Royval Academy Schools, he carried ofl no less than
four of the highest silver medals  oftered for portrait
painting and best copy of an oil-painting (1881), second
best drawing from the nude (1882), and besg “life™ draw-
ing (1884), in addition to an extra medal awarded for
a painting of the nude (1854), and a first prize of 250 for
the best set of six drawings from the undraped figure,
two years previously, By this time he was already a
London exhibitor, having made his public debut in 1874,
In i8Sz, his Head of a Persian sccared o position at the
Royal Academy, to which he contributed, on and off,
for a considerable period. He was then already ensconeed
in his studio at 4, Greek Street, Soho - an address which
he retained to the last. In 1892, the Paris Salon conferred
a golkd medal on his picture, Cold Sieel, while, in 1895,
the Royal Society of British Artists gathered him into

its fold.

Mr. Breun also exhibited at the R RO, Liver-
pool, Glasgow, and at the R.HLA. Among nmany, the
portraits painted by him of well-known  persons were
Maj.-Gen. Sir Redvers Bulley (1883), Earl of Stamford (1590),
Dy, W. G. Grace, Adeling Patti, and  Princess Vicloria
of Wales.

/Tl' he Society of Pewter Collectors

Tue following account of the Socicty's summer meeting
is contributed by the President, and gives a résumé of
what, to those who were able to be present, will stand
out as two red-letter days in its annals - -

*“The summer meeting at Taunton (on June z2oth),
and the subscquent visit to Bristol on the 2ist, weore
of the most enjoyable description. The  Londoners,
Messrs. Churcher, Cooke, and Yeates, found  Messrs,
Bradbury, Charbonnier, and Major Richardson already
at Taunton, and were joined at the Muscum by N
Herbert Bolton (Director of the Bristol Museum) and
Mr. Cotterell. Mr. St. George Gray, the Curator of
the Taunton Castle Muscum, had made every arrange-
ment for their comfort, and, with Mr. Charbonnicer,
afforded every facility for viewing the tine Charbonnier
collection, and the other pewter specimens, at close
quarters.

At six o'clock the business meeting of the Society
wits held at the County Hotel, after which  the follow-
ing members and friends dined together s Mr. WL G,
Churcher, President ; Mro A B Yeates, Viee-President §
Mr. Howard 11, Cotterell, Joint Hon. Seeretary ;. Messrs,
Bradbury and guest, Charbonnier, Cooke, Major Rich-
ardson, and Mr. St George Gray as guest of our Society.
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* Mter the health of the King had heen duly honoured,
the  President proposed  Continued  success to the
Somerset Archaological and  Natural History Society.”
and i expressing the gratitude of the members of
the visiting Society for the consideration and hospi-
tality extended to them, coupled with it the name of
Mr. St George Gray, its distinguished representative,
the toast heing enthusiastically received. Mro Gray
responded i most interesting speech on Taunton,
his Society and its wide antiquarian activities.  Mr,
Cotterell then read a paper on * NMlotropy, or the
Tin-pest,” which was listened 1o with keen appreciation,
e adduced convincing evidence that uty of the
defects that  develop in old  pewter specimens are
due to damp and cold, mainly the Tatter.

“ On the morning of June 215t Messes, Churcher, Char-
bonnicr, Cooke, Cotterell, and  Yeates proceeded (o
Bristol, and were received at the Museum by Mder-
men Eberle and Boyd, the Chairman and Viee-Chairman
of the Muscum and Art Gallery Conunittee, and M.
Herbert Bolton, the Director, who assisted members
in examining  in detail  the small but  interesting
colleetion of Bristoland other pewter, and other objects
in the Muscum.

*After a lunch provided for our members in the
Musceum, the Committee of the Muscum and  Art
Gallery presented cach member with a0 copy of Mr.
Cotterell's Bristol and West-Country Peicterers, which
he had written as one of the * Tandbooks ™ to the
Muscum.  Aldermen Eberle and Bovd and Mr. Bolton
conducted the members to the Red Lodge, an ancient
house acquired by the Pristol Corporation, and now
in the ocenpation of the * Bristal Savages " an artist
Society—where  the  fine  buildings.  panclling, and
appointments were inspected and very much admired.”

The President suggests that it would be a gracetul
indication of appreciation of the kindness shown il say,
before Christmas, they could assist in augmenting the
admittedly  small collection of  Bristol pewter in the
Muscum by contributing & few items of local manufacture,
especially by craftsmen not represented there.

Water-colours at West Hartlepool

A oy interesting loan collection of British water-
colours, illustrating the rise and progress of the art, was
chosen to inaugunite a new room at the Gray Art Gallery,
West Hartlepool. A number of drawings was lent by
the Victoria and Albert Muscum, with Mr. M. 1L Horsley,
J.P’. as the other principal contributor.  Among  the
carlier exponents of the art represented were 19, Barlow,
I’ Sandby, Stothard, the Serres’s, Wheatley, J. R Cozens,
1. Alken, Reinagle, Turner, Crome, Cotman, the Varleys,
. Cox, S. Prout, Wilkie, and De Wint; but one was
glad to see that a number of the great “*little ™ masters
were also included —-men like Henry Bright or TS, Boys,
who will ane day be recognised as the geniuses that they
undoubtedly  were, Several living  artists were also
placed, among them Messrs, Geritddd Ackernunn, Franeis
Dodd, W. Russell Flint, George Clausen, and  James
Clark. The two drawings by the List-named  were of
peenliar local interest, since the artist, who is a native
of the place, exceuted the well-known pinting of the
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At the
treatment
of the subject which enables one to ook upon  Juan
Jos¢ Garcia as being both a continnator of the glorious
Spanish
criator of an art which appeared to be ou the verge of

days of the Christran artificer’s craft, sime

time there is a spirit of  modernismin - the

tradition of the goldsmiths, and  the regen-
decadence.
Maviicto Lorez ROBERTS,
Makoris DE LA TORRERBERNOSA,

/The Society of Pewter Collectors

i Tue Summer Mceeting of the Society was held on June
1Sth, at the Faleon Hotel, Stratford-on-Avon, when the
following Members were present @ Howard 11 Cotterell,
F R ist.S., President (in the Chair) 3 Chas. ). G Port,
F.S.A., Vice-President ;. Lewis Clapperton, C.AL Hon.
Treasurer;  Walter G. Churcher, Joint Tlon, Sceretary ;
and Messrs, Frederick Bradbury, T, Charbounier, Francis
Weston, I . Mfred BB Yeates, F.SO\, FIRLBA, and
Dr.Young., Capt. Harries, though unable to be present at
the Business Meceting, joined the party later.  The Minutes
of the previous Meeting having been read, conlirmed and

signed, and as there was no business arising from the
Minutes, the only other item on the Agenda was the time
and London Meeting in January.  Mr,
Churcher once more very kindly made the tentative ofler
of the use of the Studio of the London Sketeh Club, and it
wias decided to accept with thanks the renewed invitation

place of  the

of the Club's Members, and toarange for dinner previously
at the Great Central Hotel. The date of this Meeting will
e January I4th, 1924, .\ sincere vote of thanks was
passed and ordered to be forwarded to Mr, Fieldhouse for
entertaining  the  Society,
together with an expression of the Society’s admiration

his  generous  hospitality in

of the public spirit he had displayed in restoring at his
own expense the beautiful old Guild Room of 1enley-in-
Arden.

The Summer Meeting, as in previous vears, proved a
most enjoyable gathering.  Members met for lunch, by
the invitation of Mr. W, J. Ficldhouse, at his beautiful
home, Austy Manor, some five miles out from Stratford-
on-Avon.  An examination of the host's fine array of
pewter, cut steel, samplers, and other collections, was
followed by lunch in the panclled dining-room, in which
is displayed his wonderful  muscum  of - Black-Jacks,
Bombards, lLeather Bottles, ete.  After lunch, a tour ot
the beautiful gardens and  photographs of the party
occupied the Meeting until its departure by car for Henley-
in-Arden, where it was joined by Mrs, and Miss Joan
Cotterell.  Here an opportunity was aftorded of inspecting
the old Guild Room, which, by the gencrosity of Mr.
Ficldhouse, has been restored to its original state, many
of its archives and insignia recovered, and the proceedings
of the old Guild Courts revived.  Returning via Austy
Manor, the Meeting went on to Headquarters at the
Falcon Hotel, Stratford-on-Avon, where, after the Business
Mecting it was joined by Mrs. Young and Capt. Harnes,
and by Mr. Frederick €. Wellstood, F.S.\., as the guest
of the cvening.

Tuesday morning was spent in visiting places of in-

terest in Stratford and after lunch the Members dispersed,
fully satistied with one of the most enjoyvable Summer

uuthcring~' the Society hias experienced.
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The Influence of the Antique on Modern Silver

It is a testimony to the excellence of the old silver-
smiths' designs that so much of our modern plate harks
back ta them for its inspiration. .\ pamphlet issucd by
Mr. . €l Vickery (177-188, Regent St Wb and dealing
with cups and bowls suitable for presentation, shows that
in practically every case the shapes, when they are not
actually reproduced from, have at least been sugpested
by scme of the beantifl
century craftsmen.  Like all the plate produced by Mr.

niost achicvements of I8th
Vickery, who was recently honowred with a visit from
1M the Oueen of Holland, these articles are very well
constructed, and  essentially suitable  Jor the  porpose
which they are intended to fultil.

Mr. Frank H. Swinstead,

An Artist in Pastel:

‘R.B.A.

Pastra should surely be labelled as a dangerous medinm,
The facility with which it can be used apparently cu-
conrages many modern artists to cast restraint to the
winds, since men who normally evinee a sense of colour
not infregquently commit themselves to nnacconmtably

A few there ar

garish schemes when working in pastel.
whose dri

vings reveal a more cirenmspect employiment
of the latter medium, among those who may be said to
have approached it in the proper spirit being Mr. Frank
H. Swinstead, an exhibition of whose work was recently
organiscd by Messrs. Bromhead, Cutts & Co, Ltd. (I8,
Cork Street, \W.I). cltect,  Mr,
Swinstead’s drawings frequently possess a tonal variety
which serves admirably to sustain their interest. Un-
pretentious in handling, they are nevertheless convincing
studies of rural life—quiet incidents, expressive of the

Always  pleasing  in

brooding calm so characteristic of the country in its
most peaceful aspects.  Dealing sometimes with passing
efiects in the open air, and sometimes with contrasts
of sunlight and shadow in ancient barus, the most
memorable of Mr. Swinstead's pastels included a Bean-
stacks near Wendover, a Mill Stream near Marazion, a
Horsepond  Penberthy, an Ind of the Village  Dinton,
a Behind the Granary, and a Chall: it near Corfe, vather
The

well realised seenes

more broadly treated than most of its neighbours ;
Old Barn and a Barn at FFittleworth-
which set the jaded citizen agog to be away from the dust
and flagstones of the \West End.

The All-important Fireplace

THE extent to which the decoration of an apartment
is dependent on the treatment of its fireplace, at once
the focus and the predominant fixture of most living
rooms, is recalled by the publication of an interesting
brochure by Messrs. Litehfield & Co., Ltd. (3, Bruton
St., Bond St., \W.1), in which are illustrated @ number of
fine mantelpicces of various periods.  Mostly exhibiting
the chaste classical taste of the 18th century, these include
fine examples bronght from Stowe and other mansions,
many heing enviched with exceptionally well-carved centre
plaques and other ornaments. Ndam and Louvis NVIL
daog grates are also dealt with, as well as Adam hob grates ;
while an  extensive collection of miscellancons  fittings
and of movable furniture has been drawn upon, with the
result that many fine Chippendale and  \dam mirrors,
chandeliers and sconces of various types, Buhland “cartel”




Current Art Noles

a service to the interests of Art.  Decorative painting,
as Barry's subsequent performances at the Society of
Arts in the Mdelphi show. was not understood in England
at the time, and had the proposcad decorations at St
Paul’s been carried ont, it is only reasonable to suppose
that they would have proved an eyesore to many genera-
tions of art lovers, possibly preventing a more appropriate
adornment of the cathedral being attempted,
what similar situation has arisen in regard to the decora-
tion of the new London County 1all.
band of art students gathered from the schools presided
over by Messrs, Walter Bayes, W. Rothenstein, Charles
Sims, and 1. Tonks, have exceeuted a series of paintings
for the bnilding, and these the County Council agreed
to purchase tor nominal smns, provided that the results
met with their approval,

A\ some-

An enthusiastic

This has not been the case
the paintings have beenrejected, and now a great agitation
is being raised to induce the County Council anthorities
to reconsider their decision.  Quite apart from the merits
of the works, which it is not proposed to discuss at the
present moment, all will well to pause
before committing themselves to any delinite scheme of
action. That the Hall should be decorated s highly
desirable, but if the decorations are to be successful, it

concerned do

will be necessary to have a well-considered plan embracing
the whole interior of the building, so that a homogencons
effect may be secured. 1t should be remembered  that
the initial pancls which are set np will form the keynote
of the entire scheme, and that, if these are unsatisfactory,
the entire project may be probably abandoned, and a
great opportunity for the development of Decorative
Art in England irretrievably lost. \part from other
considerations. most careful attention should be paid to
the scelection of subjects for portrayal, for they should
embady the great events in the past history ol the metro-
polis, and the present elforts of the mmicipality for the
benefit of the people. The subjects at present sub-
mitted by the students appear rather to err on the side
of triviality, and bear little testimony to the greatness
or enterprise of the Metropolis.

Mr. George F. Nicholls’s Exhibition

Mg, GeorGe 1. Nwnos held an interesting display
of water-colonrs at the Gieves \rt Gallery (22, Old Bond
Street, W.r), last month.
land- or scascapes exeented with the sincere intention
and clear coloration that constitute two of the chief
characteristics of this artist’s work,

Most of the drawings were

In addition, there
were shown a number of seenes into which an architectural
element  largely  entered. Among  these  were some
Oxford views. including  the MVob Quad and  Merton
Tower, and Looking into = the Broad,” which were inter-
preted in terms at once erisp and stimulating,  Salishury
Cathedral from the Close, with its limpid tonality, was

another from among many pleasant works,

ﬁ‘he Society of Pewter Collectors

Tue Nnmmal Meceting was held at the London Sketch
Club’s Studio, on January 1 gth, the following members

being present @ Chas. Go | Port, Viee-President @ Brig.-

Gen. Sir Mired Balfour ;. Messrs. Fredk,  Dradbury,
1. M. Cooke, N 10 de Navarro, Dr. Seyvmour Price,
Francis - Weston, and - Walter Churcher, Jomt  Ton,

Sceretary. N letter was read from Lt.-Col. Croft-Lyons,
1°.5..\., resigning his membership owing to inability to
attend  the Ilis  resignation
aceepted with deep regret, and he was requested to aceept
the Honorary Membership of the Society without obliga-
tion to attend the mectings.

Society’s  meetings, wis

The card vote for a Viee-
President to succewd Mr. Port proved overwhelmingly in
favour of Mr. Herbert M. Cooke, who was declared duly
clected, Mr.

A cordial vote of thanks was passed to Mr. Howard

PPort becoming President for the ensuing
yvear.
1. Cotterell for his services as President during the past
vear.  Mr.
Treasurer.

Lewis  Clapperton was  re-clected  Hon,
and Messrs, Churcher and Cotterell Joint Hon.
Sccretaries. votes of thanks being passed to them for
their services, while the Committee was re-clected with
the exception of Lt.-Col. Croft-Lyons, who retires on his
clection as an Hono Member, as indicated above. It was
decided to hold the Smmmer Meceting at \Worthing on
June oth, Mr. Port kindly offering to allow the mecting
to be held at his residence. N\ disenssion took place as
to the qualifications of candidates for full membership
of the Socicty, and it was nltimately unanimously decided
to alter Rule 5 by inserting the provision that cvery
candidate suggested for invitation should be a bona-fide
collector of old pewter who must be personally known
to two or more members of the Society ;. the other quali-
fications set forth in the rule being climinated.
will therefore read as follows @

Rule 5
* Membership is only to
be attained by iniitation. and then only by bona-fide
Pewter Collectors, who must be personally known to two
or more members of the Socicty. take
at the Canvassing  for
invitations shall be deemed a permanent disqualification.”
Votes of thanks to the
and to the London Sketeh Club, were unanimonsly passed,

Elections to

lace half-yearly  meetings,
B - [a)

new  President, as Chairman,
after which the members examined recent acquisitions
brought by Sir Mfred Balfour and Mr. Francis \Weston,
r. Dolton, reminds
members of standing invitation to
them to visit the Musenm, and make themselves known
to him, should they be in Bristol.
general and

Bristol  Musenm.,

Committee’s

Dircctor of the
his

The collections of
Bristol pewter are of great interest, the
latter section containing many picees contributed by
members of the Society,  Many notable acquisitions have
recently been made by various members, including carly
candlesticks and several more lat-lidded Stuart tankards,
of which the Society's members now hold a Large munber

\;f the finest specimens,

CONNOISSEUR, March, 1924. \P'%



Current
South: Wensmgton. The best ot the early TurKish carpets
are Noo oo, with vellow arabesgues in the iekd ad a
trachnional cland-band pattern in the border s and the
rug (NooooNy)

praver-rugs should be notced the Gliordes, with o white

Fransvihvanion ™ Among the Tarkish

mche (Noo 200) 0 the Meles (Noo 28o), and avnother, with
atriple arch (Noo 3o8) 0 also a Silim, woven partly in
metal thrensd, which is the best possible of its kind. - From
the Caucasus come two  Kubas ™ (Noso 107 aud 1860y,
awd aovery quaint Karabagh of Luter date, which intro-
dnees almost heriddie hons and birds (Noo 2oa). \imong
those from other parts of the world may be specially
menttoned a0 Moorish carpet with o small Tnunan figare
(N 306), o Samarkand, with a fine blne ground (Na. 3So),
and the Pernvian tapestry (Noo gz, The exlnbition s
to be open throughont the snmnner, though, naturally,
manv of the best carpets mav not stay on view for long.
The catadogne, by the wav, s well worth having, and

keew puagge - HCE

Walpole Society

Usprr the presudeney of Farl Bathurst, the cighteenth
annual mecting of the Walpole Society was held on june
2q4th at the National Portrait Gallery.  The Hon Trea-
surer. Mr. Thomas Girtin, was able to give a satisfactory
report, the Sowiety being in e stronger financial position
Mro T ML Hake, Hon, Seerve-

tary, ~tated that the membership showed ashight inereasce,

than for some vears past,

and announced that the forthcoming volume, which will
be assued alimost imemedintely, contains the following
tems (1) Au account, by Dro Mo R James and Pro-
fossor 19, \W.
Colloge Lihrary and i the Lady Chapel of Windiester
Cathedral, (2) Nooaccount, by Mreo Joov Koowles, of
Wilhham Peckitt, of York, the glass-painter. (3) \n
account, by Mro Basil Loug, ol Riduard Crosse, the

Tristraan, of the wall-paintings m Fton

nunuturist ond portrait-painter, together with o tram-
seript of his Diary of Sitters. () .\ deseription by Mr.
Campbell

Waoodeuts in the Bodletan,

Dodgson of  the  Fnglish Fifteenth-century

Society of Pewter Collectors
By the Kindness of Mrooand Mreso W

Sacety’s Summier Mecting was held at Hlerne Bayv College,

Turner, the

INent.
the College, where Mro aonud Mres, Turner entertained the

On reaching Herne Bayv, the Society procecded to

members at luncheon, at which they were joined by
Mr~, Churchier, Mrs, and Miss Cotterell, and Mrs, Suther-
Land-Gricme.  AMter lancheon, the Half-vearlyv Busmess
Mecting was held, at which Mro Clapperton presided in
the regretted absence of the President and Viee-President
(Lirs. Sevmour Price and A0 . Yonng), who were un-
avoidably detained by professional cngagements

Those present included Messrs. T 1L Cotterell, N De
Navarro, 150\, Turner, Shellev, Sotherhd-Groeme,
Widker, \Weston, Yeates, aoned WL G

Subsequent to the mectmg, members enjoved adetinled

Churcher.

examination of their host's collection of pewter, which
is of exceptional interest, and inclades naay - carly
Stuart Alagons,  taukards, cte, of great rarity. Fine
weather enabled members to view the school baildings
and gardens before departing for Canterbury by special

motor bus,

At
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Noles

Through the good ottices of Mr. Turner, who is also «
member of = The Fricnds of Canterbury Cathedral,” the
Society wis enabled to see the Cathedral under especially
pleasimt anspices, having Miss Babimgton, Steward  to
T The Friends,” as guide, and consequently being per-
mitted  to view portions of  the building not nsaally

available to ordinary visitors.

Jucques Rosenthal

Herr Horanmovar Jacpues Rosixriarn, who cele-
brated his seventy-fifth birthday ou Julv 37th, is one
of the most celebrated  Continental  experts on old
books and MSS.

in the

Manyv  thonsands of the best books

Pierpont  Morgan and  Huontington libraries

passed  through  his hands, and he has also been
associated with highlvy important  additions to other

famous collections.

Notes from Italy

I 1mavE been strongly pressed to bring before our public
the elaims of the great exhibition of decorative art which
ix being held this summer in Venice, and which treats
specthically of the most attractive art of that city in the
cighteenth century. It scems to be felt there that this
interesting display has not been brought so fullv into
notice with us as it deserves,

The International Exhibition Palace, a fine and exten-
sive building, honses the section of Art, including Decora-
tivee Art, which is the most important ; aud here will be
shown paintings by the Venctian masters of the Sette-
cento—Longhi, Guardi, Canaletto, the delightful pastel-
list, Rosalba Carrieriy, the master of splendid decoration,
Giovanni Battista Tiepolo, besides a fine collection of
some three hundred drawings by these and other artists
of the time=-and all that brings the old social life of the
age before us. Here the marionettes which figure m the
“masks " of the Comedy of the Maschere of that time
have their place 1 with engravings, costumes, furniture,
bric-c-brac, tapestries oven Sedan chairs, glass, china,
fans, and witches,

But Music was also an essential part of the social life
of this Veniee of Guardi and Goldoui. " The passion of
the whole nation for this art of music,” writes the French
traveller, e Vrosses, 7 is inconceivable 7 and he speci-
ncally mentions the wonderful singing of the girds in the
great State Hospitals or Orphan Asvinms, such as the
I'ictic or the Mendicanti. Ttis thus appropriate that the
mnsical sections of this exhibition should be well to the
front ; and in the Palazzo Zenobio, in the Carmini, there
15 collection on view of instruments of music, while 1n
the concert room of this Paliace cighteenth-contury music
will be heard throughout this summer. The exhibition
—opened by the Prince of Piedmont on July 1 2th—will
rentin open Ul October 1othe It includes loan exhibits
from without [talv, Sir Robert Wittt lending his fine
callection of drawaings by Canaletto.

Iaban art of to-day is being well shown in England
this scason,  Michele Cascelli, whom 1 have  already
noticed in these cohnmns, has exhibited at the Beaux
Art Galleries ;. and the Fxhibition of Maodern Talian
Masters at the Arlington Galleries included  this artist,
besides Tito, Enma Ciardi, sond other well-known paimters.

S8,
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when so few bother to decorate their productions with
heraldry, their seas with high-pooped vessels. or their
information with such remarks as * Old \Winchelsca
drown’d.”” But in taking leave of the exhibition, it
could not be denied that some part of its value was due
to the excellent little brochure compiled by Mr. Cotterell,
which replaced the catalogue of commerce with a minia-
ture work of reference which was well worth filing for
future study.

—
/ Society of Pewter Collectors

DEsrITE the somewhat sparse attendance, which was
perhaps inevitable owing to the distance to be travelled,
the Summer Meeting, held at the Avrshire home of the
Vice-President, Mrs. Carvick \Webster, must be regarded
amongst the most successful in the annals of the Society.
The hospitality extended to the members by the Vice-
President and Mr. Carvick \Webster, and by Mr. Clapper-
ton, will not soon be forgotten. The party inspected
the latter’s fine collection of pewter and lunched with
him. Later they proceeded to Orangefield, the home
of the Vice-President, and saw the fine pewter there,
and afterwards some members were entertained in Edin-
burgh by Mr. Hole and Mr. Milligan, and were able to
see their collections. Additional members of the Society
include Mr. James C. FFenton. On January 1yth, Mr.
Francis Weston will entertain the Society at the Hall
of the Barber Surgeons” Company, of which Company

‘Qe is Master-Designate.

Notes from Italy

Two quater-centenaries of special interest are being
celebrated in Italy this vear. 1530 saw the fall of the
old Republic of Florence before the Medicean Pope,
Clement VI, and the Imperial armies of Charles V.
In that melancholy event one heroic figure emerged.
Trained to arms in the Tuscan ** Bande Nere™ of the
ill-fated Giovanni de’ Medici, Francesco Ferrucci helped
to collect supplies outside the city and to harass the
besiegers. He perished at Gavignana with two thousand
of his Florentines, while the Baglioni surrendered the city
to the Imperialists. To-day, with the revival of national
consciousness, it is natural that one of the few heroic
spirits who tried to save Italy from invasion in the
sixteenth century should be commemorated. The other
celebration is that of Jacopo Sannazaro, who was born
at Naples in 145S, of a noble family, one branch of whom
is still dwelling at Giarole in the Monferrato. Jacopo
is renowned for his famous poem, ** Arcadia,” in which
is expressed in exquisite verse the dream of pastoral
happiness which haunted the Elizabethans. Frederic 11.
of Aragon, King of Naples, cherished the poet and gave
him an estate, which was destroved during the French
invasion of Naples whilst Jacopo was with the King in
exile. On his return he built a church, still called the
Chiesa de Sannazaro, in which he was buried, his monu-
ment, begun by Santacroce and finished by Montorsoli,
being behind the high altar.

An interesting find at Palerma is a painting of the
Virgin with the Divine Child and St. John, belonging to

Ig8

the Rector of the University. This strongly resembles
a work by Raphael in the Duke of Westminster's col-
lection, and is suggested as the original from which the
latter picture was taken. In support of this is the theory
that the \Westminster painting may have been derived
from a lost work, and the fact that Raphael had several
commissions for churches in Sicily, including the famous
 Spasimo di Sicilia.”"—S.B.

Italian Art Lectures

WE have been asked to notify our readers that Dr.
Percy Dearmer's lectures on Italian Art will be resumed
in the Great Hall of King's College, Strand, on October 7th,
at 5.30 p.m. The subject of the first lecture will be
** Italian Gothic.™

Art at Brighton and Guildford

No fewer than three exhibitions will occupy the
Brighton Art Galleries du.ing September. Of primary
interest will be a memorial exhibition of works by the
late Mr. H. H. La Thangue, R.A., a Sussex artist ; whilst
the remaining rooms will be occupied by some water-
colours of Sussex Windmills by Mr. A. Ford Hughes,
and a collection of photographs by the late Mr. Charles
Job. As a result of a journey by Mr. Henry D. Roberts,
the Director of the galleries, to Czechoslovakia, it is
interesting to learn that he has been requested to organise
an Exhibition of Modern Czech Art at Brighton in 1932,
to include painting, water-colours, black-and-white work,
sculpture and architecture.

The annual exhibition of the Guildford Art Society
will be held from October 14th to 1Sth inclusive, the
receiving date for exhibits being Saturday, October 11th.

A Silver *“San Jordi’’ in Barcelona .

SiNcE writing the article on the above, I am indebted
to the kindness of Mr. J. G. Mann, F.S.A. (who has
handled the original statuette) for the following par-
ticulars :—

The figure is not cast as a whole, but built up of silver-
plates as if it were a real armour. The shield is a late
addition. The lance, sword-hilt, belt, the straps, hinges,
etc., of the armour and the dragon are gilt. Within the
last few yvears the statuette has been transferred from the
museum to its original home in St. George’s Chapel, for
which it was purchased in thesixteenth century.—F.M.K.

National Art-Collections Fund -

THE beneficent activities of the National Art-
Collections Fund have been recently shown, not only by
the contribution of £18,107 13s. 6d. towards the £64,830
required to secure the Luftrell Psalter and the Bedford
Book of Hours for the British Museum, but also by a
grant of £1,350 in aid of the purchase for £1,900 of the
well-known picture of Pembroke Castle by Richard Wilson
for the National Museum of Wales, and one of half the
purchase price of £200 for an early and interesting
example of Old Crome secured for the Norwich Castle
Museum. We shall hope to give some further particulars
in our next issue,



