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PE'WTER FOR NON - COLLECTORS 
, ' 1nL E,\CLhH \1 UG here illustrated appears n:ry old. but ill 

I'. rlw chrolluiogy of drinking \'Cssels it is l'clalivd; reCCllt. 

(.upped hands were probably the iLrst mealls (hal 

mall employed to rai,e water to his mouth, (;ourd~ 

J 
and se;1 shells, which were used later, were in tl,lrll 
jorsaken for hollo\\'ed wood and leather ,"esse],. 
'The woo(kn mugs which preceded the pewt.er ones 
\\'ere lnacle of stav(,s '\\'iLI1 Inet.al bands and a handle. 

:1 .•. ·• In the s.I'((('cl1t11 century the board of the wealthy 
I could perhaps boast a ie\v pewter 

lllllg~, although at: t his time their 1'ari ty 
') caused then] to he used a~ a common 

drinking' esse], as the charger was for 
{'ating. < At this time lllUg~ ,\vere also 
used as lllC(lsures. 

'11 ' rhe eadiest pewter mugs had solid 
IJ handles. \Vhcn the slush cast.ing proc­
' ('ss became kr](ywn. the solid handle 

\Vas abandoned, for onc bigger, more 

.. 1 ••. " comfo,t't:lblc," a, ,nd ,acst.hctica, lly m ',ore 
, pleasing. '1'])e slush casting method 

illvolves the pouring; of molten pewter 
into a metal lllold which is quickly 

11, in \(:rt:ed as soon as the on ler areas 
11 solidify. so that the inner nuid core 

t'<lsih' flows back into the lnelting' pot. 
'I'his method was extensively used jn 
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the production of handles ~H1d of SpOllts for hollow wan:, 
TIle style of mugs was slo\\' (0 change, hc(;!use changing 

was an cxpensi\c procedure 101' the pcwter crafts­
man. The old 1llOlds had to he di,o;C;lrdcd ,me! ne,",,' 
ones had LO 1JC cast and turned 10 .... !tape. A tulip­
,haped IIlUg ,1ppcarcd later in Enghnd and the 
United States, and WIne barrel·shaped ones are 
occasionally found. The double,·C: handle 'was 
usmt1lv mc'd, Oil the tulip form although it i.s occa 

sionally found also on straight-sided 
tankards. 

The touch Inark or this lllug is on 
the inside of the bottom and is so near· 
ly obliterat.ed that the ,maker cannot 
be identified, Mugs arc frequently 
found in this condition. wbile that 1)1' 
teapots similarly marked i~ uSlI:dh hCl ­

ter. l\-Iugs and measlIres arc :IPliI [l 
priate t.o use as flower contain" I' ,111d 
are particularly attFlcl in: in gl adrlalcd 
Se! S Oil III an tels. 

Like many olher cxalllplcs 1)1 FI 
pewter. this lTlu?: is lIot lcdl} , I (ojkl 

tor's item, bllt it h;h ! lJollvh Iflflin,i. 
interest to II1;Ji,,' it \\(11111 
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