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PEWTER FOR NON—COLLECTORL

Tue Excrisn mue here illustrated appears very old, but in

the chronology of drinking vessels it is relatively recent.
Cupped hands were probably the first means that
man emploved o raise water to his mouth. Gourds
and sea shells, which were used later, were in turn
forsaken for hollowed wood and leather vessels.
The wooden mugs which preceded the pewter ones
were made of staves with metal bands and a handle.

In the sixteenth century the board of the wealthy
could perhaps bhoast a few pewter
mugs, although at this time their rarity
caused them to be used as a common
drinking vessel, as the charger was for
cating. At this tme mugs were also
used as measures.

The earliest pewter mugs had solid
handles. When the slush casting proc-
¢ss became known, the solid Imnd!c
was abandoned for one bigger, more
comfortable, and aesthetically more
pleasing. The slush casting method
imvolves the pouring of moltcn pewter
into a metal mold which is quickly
inverted as soon -as the outer areas
solidily, so that the inner fluid core
casily flows back into the melting pot.
This method was extensively used in
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the production of handles and of spouts for hollow ware.
The style of mugs was slow to change, because changing
was an expensive procedure for the pewter crafts-
man. The old molds had to be discarded and new
ones had to be cast and turned to shape. A tulip-
shaped mug appeared later in England and the
United States, and some barrel-s np(d ones are
occasionally found. The («ml:le(. handle was
usually used on the tulip form although it is occa-
sionally found also on stm)ghtsldcd
tankards.

The touch mark of this mug is on
the inside of the bottom and is so near-

ly obliterated that the maker cannot
be identified. Mugs are frequently

found in this condition. while that of
teapots similarly marked is usually bet-
ter. Mugs and measures arc appro.
priate to use as flower containers and
are particularly attractive in graduated
sets on mantels.

Like many other examples of English
pewter, tlm mug is not veally o colle
tor's item, but it has enough intinsic
interest to make it worth preserving.
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