


> Baluster measure, 4t in. high, by Nathaniel Marston, 1687. 

Pewter '""'t­Cll 

Knopped, u g in. high, full bun-topped flagon, circa 1630. 

A joint exercise by the Usher Art Gallery and the Society of 
Pewter Collectors 

EVE R Y aspect of genuine collecting, from netsuki to needle­
work, has its faithful adherents. Many-and this is a typically 

British institution- bind themselves together society-wise in 
friendship and in the free exchange of information about what 
they collect. Some have overseas members, particularly in the 
United States. 

Britain has a number of such private societies. To name a few: 
the English Ceramic Circle, the Oriental Ceramic Society, the 
Arms and Armour Society, the Circle of Glass Collectors, the 
Wine Label Circle. All produce excellent news bulletins, 
especially the latter, hold regular meetings, and, from time to 
time, organise stimulating public exhibitions. The commemora­
tive exhibition ('Twenty-five years of Glass Collecting': see The 
CO/llloisseur, June, 1962, pp. I2I-124) organised by the Circle 
of Glass Collectors at the Victoria and Albert Museum in June, 
was an outstanding example. 
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But because it is desirable that not all important art exhibitions 
are confined to London, the display of privately-owned British 
pewter, loaned by members of the Society of Pewter Collectors 
and opening at the Usher Art Gallery, Lincoln, on September 29 
for one month, will be both of historical interest and of national 
importance. It will, in fact, be the fmest assemblage of pewter yet 
seen in Britain. All has been expertly brought together and cata­
logued by Mr. K. D . Bradshaw, a Lincoln private collector for 
thirty years, in collaboration with Mr. F. T. Baker, the Director 
of the Usher Art Gallery, Lincoln. 

Of the more than 350 pieces on show, all but nine have been 
loaned by members of the Society. The nine separate loans com­
prise six pieces, which include the Grainger Candlestick and the 
superb porringers and loving cups (ex Yeates Collection), from 
the Victoria and Albert Museum, and three fine thirteenth-cen­
tury chalices from Lincoln Cathedral. 
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/Lincoln Pioneers 
. All-British Show 

A. RT collectors, antique dealers, booksellers anc 
~ educationalists from Lincoln joined the Mayor 0 : 

Lincoln, Coun. Mrs. H. M. Kerry, the City Sheriff, 
Mr. Duncan McNab, Mrs. McNab, and a number 0: 
city councillors at the Usher Art Gallery last nigb 
to see a preview of an exhibition containing "thE 
cream of British pewter." 
Guests mingled with mem- medieval spoons, SpOt 

bers of the Society of Pewter racks and patens, and a s 
r Collectors, who have lent of three graded .Tud 
I most of the exhibits, to dis- plates. 
~cuss some of the 300 items on While some of the ware 
show. The civic party were relatively plain , much of t 
conducted round the exhibi- work is decorated with int 
tion by Mr. C. A. Peal, of Nor- cate engravings, particular 
wich society president. those dating from the 17 

T;king the chair in a short Century. Exhibits have bel 
opening ceremony, COUD. A. sent from ~ll over th~ count! 
S. Wool house, vice-chairman Set agam.st ~n olIve ~re 
of the Library, Museum and backgro,:!nd m display c.abu!-E 
Art Gallery Committee, told fitted with concealed lIghtJr 
the audience: "Never before the pe~ter should present , 
has an exhibition of British attra~t~~e spectacle ~o . . bo 
pewter been staged at a pro- the ImtIated and ummtJat 

. . 1 11 " eye. 
vmCla ga ery. "To society member! 

ROMAN PLATES Mr. Peal told the Ect 
The Mayor, in welcoming "this is a marvello 

. society members to Lincoln, experience. Seeing so mal 
said she hoped the exhibition pieces of pewter togeth 
would stimulate an interest in enables us to compare thE 
pewter. and that the people of type by type, which " 
Lincoln would take advantage courd not possibly do othl 
of the oppo~tunity offered. Mr. ~~~~tiSh ewte " h 
Peal. replymg, spoke of the "w ~ r, . e sa 
"great cooperation" the a~ of a higher qualIty th 

. h d .. contmental pewter, and , 
society a rec.el.v~d In put- have the finest of it here" 
tmg on the exhibitIon. The exhibition , which t 

Items on show vary in 'been made possible by t 
age, design and purpose. efforts of Mr. F . T. Bak 
They include plates and director of Lincoln Libra 
dishes, porringers and Museum and Art Gallery a 
flagons, chal.ices and patens. Mr. K. W. Bradshaw, '01 
Though chIefly 17th and

l 
Lincoln member of 1 

18th Century, t~ere are also society, has taken about 
two plates dating from the year to organise. It will 
Roman period, a number of open for a month. 
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Flat lid, 5rr in. high, tankard, the drum decorated with lovebirds and with a volute thumb piece (illustrated 

ConnoisseJlr Concise EIIC}'c1opaedia of Antiques, Vol. I, pI. 79D), maker Jonathan Ingles, c. 1670: and a triple­

recded edge, 9 in. diameter, plate, c. 1650, by Nicholas Kelk. 

All other specimens on view are 

from such well-known private col­

lectors as Messrs. R. W. Cooper, C. 

A. Peal, J. L. Grant, C. C. Minchin, 
R. F. Michaelis and others-and 

from the doyen of pewter collectors, 

Captain A. V. Sutherland-Graeme. 
The exhibition and Mr. Bradshaw's 

well documented catalogue are an 

object lesson in intelligent co-opera­
tion between a public museum and a 

group of private collectors. The six 

pieces of pewter here shown are 

representational of what visitors will 

be fortunate enough to see at the 

Usher; specimens which rarely leave 

the homes for the display of which 
all obje'cts of art are best suited. 

(Secretary of the Society of Pew­

ter Collectors: ·Mr. J. L. Grant, The 
House on the Bend, Sea Lane, East 

Preston, Sussex.) 

A much illustrated candlestick, 7t in. high, of date c. 1675, by B, 

which came originally from Llanfabon, Glamorganshire. 

Dish, 9! in. diameter, makerW.C., bearing the Royal Arms of England in 

a raised central circle and an enamelled boss. This dish could, on stylistic 

grounds, be assigned)o a date c. 1475. 
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