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itowould i-xxrminl}' n-xluin' fwo omen to cany i 3\_\' means
of the rings at the sides. The hexagonal Hask in Figure
4, with its boldlv projecting cagle-head spout. conld be
used for both carrving and pouring, Carrving flasks were
not confined to anv one type or material: styvles vary
from the crude to the elegant. in accordance with pre-
vailing fashion and the sovial status of the houschold
where they were to he used. Large capacity. howoever.
was alwvavs desirable.

Wine coolers were developed w lien epicurean drinkers.
who appreciated wine for its finc taste rather than as
a mere intoxicant. learned to scorn the beverage in u
tepid state. To cool it by sctting its container in vold
water. or—where that rare commodity was available—
in ice. became essential. The object was. in the wards
of W, Somerset Maugham. to render the wine “just suf-
ficientlv chilled to run coolly over the tongue. but never
so cold as to lose its honquet and its savour. Pewter,
because of its low conductivity, is a far more suitable
material for coolers thun copper. brass. or silver.

Not all pewter wine coplers were by anv means a8
simple as the flat. plain example in the Hals painting.
The Italian one shown in Figare 3 is impressive and
truly beautiful, at least as far as a pewter object can be.
It is exceptionally heavy, with a pleasing color, fue
surface texture. and bold but harmonious design. We
may well imagine that it adorned the i;;m(im«iini hall of
some Ttalian castello. The lavishly decorated cooler in
Figure 6, which belongs to a prominent collector of and
writer on old pewter. is a Bavarian piece. Since the
Buvarians have alwavs been a pious prople who like
to adorn their domestic implements with religions svm-
bols, the winged angels which appear in its engraving
as well us in its cast ornament do not necessarily mark
it as designed for ecclesiasticval use. A

Figures 7 and 8 show an exceptional type of cooler.
which was developed in Austria, The somewhat retarda-
taire decoration of Figure 7 demonstrates the conservi-
tive spirit of the pewterers: expensive molds had te be
Kkept in use as long as possible. According to a document
in the archives of the Landesmuseum Jounneum in Graz,
this cooler was used at a banquet and dance given in
honor of the Cerman Emperor by the town of Graz on
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carie o snaster peaterer in L6300 over
A width, 19 inches. Winged anoels,
cust et engrased, appear i its elabo-
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az:mmpuniml by s staff. the cooler was probably refitfed
many times, The cooler made for the Sevthe Makers
Guild (Fig. 81 shows the tendency toward overdecora-
tion characteristic of most guild pewter of its pm’iod; the
bulging lid is a concession to baroque taste, as is the
litthe shield-bearing figure on top. The slender flagons
which ik the cooler are carlier {sixteenth contury) and
of a tyvpe vagerly sought by collectors.

The monteith, or wineglass cooler, :tppv;n’(-(} at the
end of the seventeenth century, after the introduction
of sets of stemmed \\'in(-gh\ssvs."l"he' form is said to have
heen named after a “fantastica] Scat”™ who wore a cloak
sealloped  like the rim of the glass cooler. An article
by Jessie MeNabh Dennis of the Metropolitan Muscum of
Art which appeared in Axnigues for August 1962 {p.
156 gives an admirable account of the derivation of the
name and the history of the monteith and shows e
amples in several mediums, We may here define it simph
as a basin with scalloped rim for cooling and perhaps
also rinsing wineglasses.

The classical period of the monteith is the beginning
ot the eighteenth century, when table manners became
wore refined. By this time the fastidious wine drinker
insisted that the glass in which the precious beverage
was served must be cooled as well as the wine itself. The
agliusses were inserted into the notches in the monteith
in such a wiav that their bases pm:m»d oubward while
their bowls were immersed in the cooling water, The
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A fittine conclusion to these notes s pm\‘ulx*d by the
magnificent piece in Figure 12, Sebastian Lipp ot Lands-
Bt in Bavaria was a contemporary of the ambitions
\ngsburg pewterers, but his creative imagination was
degree influenced by the ideas of the
pree dine Cseventeenth s century, Late Benaissance de-
tuils here include t h( sturdy cluweand-ball feet, the boldly
lobed base. and the ring-hearing Tion's heads: the oma-
miental rivg u‘n‘;eif‘d with chernbys heads, however, was
spired by tae French Lonis NIV stvle
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