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Continental pewter in the service ol wine

BY ROBERT M. VETTER

Prawren DRINKING vessens are bomiline to ns alll but for (e Axroues, February 18330 pu 1351, The cooled wine
centuries pewter in other forms was also fmportant in s transterred to these gandnl spouted vessel from
the service of wine, Three of these someswhat Joss cone which i was }mm'wf in o lone elevant fot into the glasses
mon forms wre flasks or Hagons, winie coolers, and mone Fionres 203 and 4 show o few of the types of pewter
teiths, or glass conlers, flasks pxed tor transporting and decanting wine Tl

T his painting of « Lu'gr and rather dissolate paty ix o aober und radher prosaic :mm;plv Ve Tk

in a "E sacions hall (Fies, 1 Lay the Duteh st Dk e paiting, one that the lover of simple pewter
N Qt

Hals (1391-1636 5 <shows (\mlpL\ ol some pewter fon finds very attractive, 1t is of the Hattened-
i use in his own dave the fint hali of %iav sevendee tope sometimes called pilurim’s bottle, hut this
century. In the foreground s a Jarge pewter wine couler: ont is ton heavy to he carried by a foot travelers it may
it contains a pewter carving Hask ¢ Selidepprbanne and Bave served as a coachman’s hottle, suspended hetwees

a wlass bottle. both of which were used o feteh wine the wheels where it woukd be pi‘ﬂit'(u'd from the sun's
from the casks in the cellar. Beside the cooler Guhich rivs, The imposing. M\i\is]} decorated Bern Hagon (Fig
bears the painter’s signature) lic two pewter decanters s o ceremondal piecer dts double chain of pewter
(Schenkkanney of the tepe known as Jan Steen avaons would never sapport the weioht of the full Hagon, and
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by Pk Hals Gi.1636
oil on wood, 31 %1}' “\"x inchios,
Akadeniv der Bitdewden Kunsie,

\ feriicd,

Pz L Detail of Hals painting
showing o pewter  carrving flusk
a.‘ix‘/r/w;x;u'\‘fmm= and  a oulass bottle
standing i a0 pewter wine vooler of
ample early tvpe, Beside the wine
woler wie twoe pewter decanting
ﬁf“.i‘l“xl‘ (Sedinkbaraey of the so-

catled Jan Steen tvpe,
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ke the v dn Hads™ paintnige Franee or B
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saradve carhv sastecnth contare: beight, fneliding stireap
vied 4 i
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Feodle, I8N nches, Handle, soren Gy,
of fron, Withot the decorative
aresattached, this piece might he dated mch ewrlic

W, Turner,

rinds

siuinhs o which the
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Cortloction of 1

Flazon sade at Bern, Switzerbnd, by a prw-

Fieo 3,

terer of

hetaht, 20 inchies,

of brass. Ormamental chains
features 63 Swiss pt"i\?«*i

the Kipler faunlve seventeenth contarns over all
“Heooing Hon' fintad and Hon nusks
are and the use of brass {or
decorative detudls are in the
arand stde. Collection of Karl Redineno,

Fir 4. Hewgonal decmting flaes
romarkad, duted 1757

§ieiye

prolubly Switcerhnd or Sonth Germuany:
3;('1;13\[ R TIT: ;ix‘\.
The serewan cap has @ canying ring,

Colfiction of G, Leonfigrdt



itowould i-xxrminl}' n-xluin' fwo omen to cany i 3\_\' means
of the rings at the sides. The hexagonal Hask in Figure
4, with its boldlv projecting cagle-head spout. conld be
used for both carrving and pouring, Carrving flasks were
not confined to anv one type or material: styvles vary
from the crude to the elegant. in accordance with pre-
vailing fashion and the sovial status of the houschold
where they were to he used. Large capacity. howoever.
was alwvavs desirable.

Wine coolers were developed w lien epicurean drinkers.
who appreciated wine for its finc taste rather than as
a mere intoxicant. learned to scorn the beverage in u
tepid state. To cool it by sctting its container in vold
water. or—where that rare commodity was available—
in ice. became essential. The object was. in the wards
of W, Somerset Maugham. to render the wine “just suf-
ficientlv chilled to run coolly over the tongue. but never
so cold as to lose its honquet and its savour. Pewter,
because of its low conductivity, is a far more suitable
material for coolers thun copper. brass. or silver.

Not all pewter wine coplers were by anv means a8
simple as the flat. plain example in the Hals painting.
The Italian one shown in Figare 3 is impressive and
truly beautiful, at least as far as a pewter object can be.
It is exceptionally heavy, with a pleasing color, fue
surface texture. and bold but harmonious design. We
may well imagine that it adorned the i;;m(im«iini hall of
some Ttalian castello. The lavishly decorated cooler in
Figure 6, which belongs to a prominent collector of and
writer on old pewter. is a Bavarian piece. Since the
Buvarians have alwavs been a pious prople who like
to adorn their domestic implements with religions svm-
bols, the winged angels which appear in its engraving
as well us in its cast ornament do not necessarily mark
it as designed for ecclesiasticval use. A

Figures 7 and 8 show an exceptional type of cooler.
which was developed in Austria, The somewhat retarda-
taire decoration of Figure 7 demonstrates the conservi-
tive spirit of the pewterers: expensive molds had te be
Kkept in use as long as possible. According to a document
in the archives of the Landesmuseum Jounneum in Graz,
this cooler was used at a banquet and dance given in
honor of the Cerman Emperor by the town of Graz on

H Bosies p Too Eodar s - &
the oceasion of his visit in 1763, as the Emperor was
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Fie, 30 Oval wine cooler bearing un-
identificd tonch of an ltalian maker:
probably fate sivteenth or varly sevens
teenth  contnry: over-Jb width, 26

inehes, Leonhardt collection,

Fig, 6 Tub-shape wine cooler with
the mark of GR. of Mumieh who be-
carie o snaster peaterer in L6300 over
A width, 19 inches. Winged anoels,
cust et engrased, appear i its elabo-
pate decoration, Collection of Ludwiz
Moy,

az:mmpuniml by s staff. the cooler was probably refitfed
many times, The cooler made for the Sevthe Makers
Guild (Fig. 81 shows the tendency toward overdecora-
tion characteristic of most guild pewter of its pm’iod; the
bulging lid is a concession to baroque taste, as is the
litthe shield-bearing figure on top. The slender flagons
which ik the cooler are carlier {sixteenth contury) and
of a tyvpe vagerly sought by collectors.

The monteith, or wineglass cooler, :tppv;n’(-(} at the
end of the seventeenth century, after the introduction
of sets of stemmed \\'in(-gh\ssvs."l"he' form is said to have
heen named after a “fantastica] Scat”™ who wore a cloak
sealloped  like the rim of the glass cooler. An article
by Jessie MeNabh Dennis of the Metropolitan Muscum of
Art which appeared in Axnigues for August 1962 {p.
156 gives an admirable account of the derivation of the
name and the history of the monteith and shows e
amples in several mediums, We may here define it simph
as a basin with scalloped rim for cooling and perhaps
also rinsing wineglasses.

The classical period of the monteith is the beginning
ot the eighteenth century, when table manners became
wore refined. By this time the fastidious wine drinker
insisted that the glass in which the precious beverage
was served must be cooled as well as the wine itself. The
agliusses were inserted into the notches in the monteith
in such a wiav that their bases pm:m»d oubward while
their bowls were immersed in the cooling water, The
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S0 Basshape wine cooler dated
17580 madde for o sevihe Makesy
Cogld ot Waidholen-on-the-
Asestria, and cnwraved with e sectla
Blades and the
weild Functionurios, The

vaenes and  titles of
commnei! Hhiss
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e Radskannen s belonoed o the
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tecuthe contury, Waslliofen Musonn,

while it was hedng flled
the bhowl

class was then held by the feot
and presented o the guest. o as to prevent
armed again by the hand of the server,

the mon-
those of the Netherlunds preterred an oval: the
i Fioure 9 shows a swelling ot of the lower

from heine w ' {
British pewterers fvored around shape for

teith, b

example

part ob the bow! which is alvo characteristic of Dutch

the pnmim’m hiteh

work, T iy 0 guestion wiethies
a vessel of s kind:

yovnco fs an appropriate stvle tor
inany event. the En;iwnnmmn\ rococo monteith (Fig,
100 s [n‘n?}*d)!\ unique. The pewterers of Auashurg
emulated the Fanonus silversmiths of that town by oreat-
ing models of gencrons baroque onthines: the Jower por-
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tion und soroll feet of the example of their work in Figare
I are vens Q}?;«]s m(fc.w but the upper rim \\‘iih its
s is tou plain to harmonize with these features,

t

indental
A fittine conclusion to these notes s pm\‘ulx*d by the
magnificent piece in Figure 12, Sebastian Lipp ot Lands-
Bt in Bavaria was a contemporary of the ambitions
\ngsburg pewterers, but his creative imagination was
degree influenced by the ideas of the
pree dine Cseventeenth s century, Late Benaissance de-
tuils here include t h( sturdy cluweand-ball feet, the boldly
lobed base. and the ring-hearing Tion's heads: the oma-
miental rivg u‘n‘;eif‘d with chernbys heads, however, was
spired by tae French Lonis NIV stvle

ill to a laree

obvionsh

NTIOUES



Fieo 9 Oval monteith, Dutek,

siventecidh or ciehieently century,

Foo o cofl Verder, The Hagne.

Beusingen, Rotlerdum.

Muscin Bogmans-ve

Fie, 10, Rococo mwonteitls
Duteh x;‘_’?sf('}x{ix :m;{xzrj\"
over-wll width, 183 indhes.

Rifksmuscramn,

Fie. 11 Barague monh

Bteenth contuny

Auushure, carly ¢
over-adl width, abont 18 tnekies,

Leonhaudt colloction

h ehiborate monteith

tian Lipp of Landshnt,
Bavarin: ¢ 1720
dimseny of howl abont 124 tanches.
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