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Hearty fare filled dinner tables on
Mary Rose. Fish, venison, beef,
chicken, mutton, and pork were
among the dishes served to the crew,
along with fresh vegetables, fruits,
and nuts. Peas still in the pod were
found buried with the wreck, as were
shells from hazelnuts and pits from
wild cherries and plums. The men
washed down their meals with beer,
some drinking vessels bearing a
personal mark etched into the lid
(below). This stave-built wooden
one (bottom) belonged to a common
seaman. Like many of the wooden
artifacts, it was treated with
polyethylene glycol to replace
moisture with wax, then freeze-dried
for preservation.

“A privilege of rank, the pewter dinnerware used by

officers (above) was considerably more elegant
than the wooden plates for the rest of the crew. A graceful
flagon at their table might well have contained q fine

National Geographic, May 1983
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wine. Even officers, however, were exposed to health hazards by the
ship’s uninvited rodent guests. The bones of rats—including the
kind that carried fleas with bubonic plague—were found aboard
ship, along with those of a small dog that may have chased them.

The Search for Mary Rose

ALL BY VICTOR R. BOSWELL, JR.




