












Urania - Masstricht, Holland, founded in 1902 

Hubert Regout's original name for this business was {(NV Kuntszinn and 

changed it to Urania in 1903. The factory closed in 1910. A key designer for 

them was Friedrich Adler 

This plate mark 

The mark on the jug - hence use of Holland 
rather than Netherlands in the copy 
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URANIA (continued) 

Rare Art Nouveau Pewter Flower Vase from the Dutch factory of Urania who used 

Friedrich Adler and Hans Peter amongst their designers. Measuring 11.5" high and 

8" across the handles it is marked to the base - HOLLAND URANIA and the design 

number 1034. Produced early 1900s and repolished to the original condition. 
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Art Nouveau Pewter Candelabra from the Dutch factory of 

U ra n ia. This rare and unusual piece depicts stylised Egyptian masks with headdress and 

long straight hair. They were imported into the UK by William Hutton & Sons of Sheffield 

and overstamped under the base with their own mark still retaining the Urania stock design 

number 1148. These are illustrated in the definitive book on Urania by the late Jan Kwint. 

Large at 10" tall and 6" across the arms and rare, these have been re polished to their 

original condition. 

16 



Art Nouveau designed Urania piece (perhaps a biscuit barrel) 

by Friedrich Adler 
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Orivit - founder Ferdinand Hubert Schmitz, Cologne, in 1894 

The Orivit name was first used in 1898 for silverplated pewterware. 

By 1900 many other materials/products were so marked. 

Designers included Herman Gradl (known for Grotesques, fish, creatures etc), 
Waiter Sherf and Georges Coudray. The firm was taken over on the point of collapse 
in 1905 by WMF. The name continued for another 25 years. 

Website www.orivit.com tells far more of this story. 

Mark on candlestick Grotesque by Gradl on Crumb Scoop 
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Gerhardi & Co, Ludenscheid, Germany 

Traded as above from 1800 - 1930 although established 

before. From 1902 worked with renowned designers such as 

Albin Muller and Peter Behrens ( see Osiris for a small 

example of Behrens work) 

Example of Gerhardi pewter Chalice attributed to Albin 

Muller c1902 

19 



Albin Muller illustration of Pewter c1905 

JUVENTA (1902 - 1908) 

Hans Peter a renowned designer in Esslingen Germany produced designs for 

WMF from 1884, and headed the handicraft department until 1889 when he returned 
to Esslingen and founded a Werkstatt fur Kuntsgewerbe. 

This was taken over in the 1920s. The mark of 'Juventa prima metal' was likely used 
in the period 1902 - 1908. Many pieces were not marked. 
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This candlestick like many 
other pieces has no mark at 
all. 

There were a number of other notable businesses similarly employed as to these 
detailed above. This article however is not intended to give complete coverage but 
simply to show a few of the makers and designers that this writer has come across. 
The websites quoted in this article, also in the WMF and the Liberty articles will be of 
considerable help and interest to those who would pursue this fascinating subject. 
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Other marks found of makers unknown to this writer -

This website welcomes information from any readers who can identify these and 
perhaps add information for later posting to this section. 

Gallia Meta - a French company with whom Christofle was a noted designer. 
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