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PEWTER STILLS 

Trish & Peter Hayward 
This article is a summary of a talk given at tlze Socielfs meeting COIlIl'lllporary cookery books commonly katufl' ~lTti(lIl' 
ill April 2073 bl/t with an additi01lal still that came to light Oil prodllcillg wrdi;il,. pt:rrllllle~ and ll1edil ' illl'~ by di,,­
two da)ls after the meeting. This additional stili is the first tillill!.:. 'lI!.\~e'tim; tltl"l' l\l,\,l' widely made. The 11I0-.t rre­
SIInliving example to have the mark of an identifiable maker. qllelltl~ ll' .. ed illgrecl il'llh were Iterb .... nOlIl·r, . \'Oot:... ~ee(b. 

Thrl'l' kllOll11 Brit i,1t pCII'tl'rl'n: t()lIcht'~ eit-piet Ilagolb. 
:'\0 Ic\\'(: r Lhall 2fi dcpicI ~Iill~. Tlti!'. alolll' ... lIg!(c ... t:- ulal 
makillg stjlls or paris or ... till ... was cOIl ... idt:rahly lI10re illl­
portanl to Ihe pcl11e rers' (Taft lhan makillg llagoll'. ;U\d 
there i ... othcr e\,ideIlCl' 10 "'lIpportlhi!'.. Dl''''pilL' thi,. II"hil\1 
thl'n: 1t;l\T hcen Illlllll'r()\l\ at1i('k~ Oil na!()II~ ;lIld t1lo,t 
llIajor {"ollectiolh han' !'.l'I'l' I~t1 ("x,ullpk .... a~ 1;11' ; I~ Il't" knoll' , 
therc has Ilewr bcell all article Oil pell'tlT :.till, allcl Ill' are 
1\1I ; 1II~ 1I'l' of any pl'lI'ter {"()Ill'ctioll tit;lt Ita:-- Olll'. IIJ(ked. 
CClIll: rell and Port ;Ire the only pCIl"ll:l' ;ullhor ... to t1lention 
Iltelll (Cotrerdl J ~)2.; PP:'3 ki and 192!) p I :~ (j: Port I!) 17 
pp201i-7). ami ill the Ia~t Rj years they haw bl'l'll lotally 
nL'~leclcd hy pell'ter collcctors. pewter rl':.cardter ;Uld 

j>C111er author... . Tlti ... arli("k allel11pb to n'cl i l~ tital. 

What is distilling? 
Di ... tillin~ \I'a ... regarded as alchemy as it lI'a~ comielercd 
to hl' cXlracLilll{ Ihc l' ~"'l'lln: of Lhe ... lIh ... t all Cl' . Olle old 
hook l'xplailled till' prillciple of & .. tillin~ a ... heill!{ 'the art of 
separating or drawing off the spirituous, aqueous and oleaginolls 
parts of a mixt body from the grosser alld more terrestrial parts, 
by mealls of fire a1ld condensing them again b), cold' (Cooper 
IHOO pi). 

It 1I~1~ a 111'0 ... ta~l' proCl's .... Fir"l, all ill),'lTdil'lll \\'a ... illlilsed 
ill lI'aler, wine or ... piriL'> or \line. Second, it Ila~ itl'atl'd Ml 
thal it \·aporil.ecl alld thl'll (,ClIHlel1 ... ecl. 

,\ c1i!lcrcllt prodllct rl· ... uitccl . wltich. ha:-.i( ·all~. 11 a.., the l"(lll­
cept or alchcmy. 

Dillen:lll illgn.:diellt~ lI'ollld Ilcl'd illrll ... in~ li)r difTerent 
lelH;lh!-. or lillll'. SOlllelillll· ... fertlll'lltatiol1, 1101 jll~t illrll­
... iOIl, would takl' placl' hd'cm: the distillillg' ... t("1> (('oopcr 
p7 o\lll'ards & p 121). 

For what were stills used? 

\\ 'e noli' rend to think of di ... tillill!{ a ... all illdll ... lrial prol'L' ... ., 

to produce alcoholic drillk .... but until II'dl into the I Ht" 
century thal II'<L~ Hot the GI\I:. Di ... Lillillg lI"a\ lI'icll'ly pr(ll"­
ti~cd in thl: hOllle. alld Ilot jllst in I'C0' 1;II'gt' hOll:.l'iHJld .... 
. \ ... tillkalllres 011 thl' rront i ... pil:cc or The Queen·Like Closet, 
a recipe book or Ili70 by I iann;Jl \ \ ' ()()IIt:~, . and tllc fron­
ti~piecl' of :'\athalliel Bailey\, DictiollariulII DOlllesticum or 
17:·Hi lealurc:, a dOIl1l''-.til' ,(Till' (Fig. 1) with tl\() ..,till.., by ,Ul 
open cloor eUlU a retol1 ill Iltc rOIT!{rollllCl. 
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herri\.· .... bark. lillcl. alld 'pin'" - although ill ~ tnICli()l\'. lC)r 
lIledical di ... lillaliom might illclllde mllell apple ....... llcn>­
ry. cillllallloll , cardol1lall. ere!'.!'.. angelica and alli~l'cd (cg 
Frellch lli(i7 pp2.i-li and Coopn 1 HOO pp IH &. .! 1 on), 
;\Iilh. alld honey \\TrC abo (li:-lilled ror medical purpo..,c .... 
Ll'" ;qlpealing illgred il'llh l()r di tillalioll'" were blood. 
1In1lt'. rrog,pall'll and lI1all':.. hraill~. \ [illcrab "'lIcit ;1' ... lIl­
phur alld pl·arl ... lI't:re abn 1I1llikdy illgrl'dicllh (Y-\\ 'ol1h 
170.! pi ;'{/). 

Fig. 1: Frontispiece of Bailey's Household 
Dictionary' of 1736 

The parts of a stills 

\\ '1111 ... 1 ("OlltclllpOI~ lI~ ' ("()okl"l~ ' hoob haH' plt' llt~ or ref· 
l'l'l'IKL':-' 10 di ... lillill~, lltt·y ,ay lillk about Ihl' l'C1l1iplllCIII. 
J IOIl'l'\l'\', lhnl' ;U'I: ~()1l1C l';lrly h()()k~ ~pccili("all~ 011 di~­

tillillg. alld olle or tltelll Pllhli:-.ltcd ill Hi(i7 by Dr Frcllch . 
a Doctor or Phy\ick. i, pal'li(,lllarl~ ll ... eful heC;lU'C of il:.. 
COpi(Hh illl\'.lratiolh of Iht· l'qllipllll'lll lI~L· d. TlI'o oilier .... 
I>~ a pilannaci-..t \ \ 'i lliam '1'-\ \'orlh in 170,; ane! h~ a LOll­
d()1l di.,t ilkr . \ Coo»t:r 17.i7 alld I XOO. hal e klll.,'lhy tnt 
bIll ()Ill~ a !l'11 illll~tratioll~. 

Still~ hal'L' ;1 Illllllhcr or pari:.. (Fig .... ~. :-{). Startillg at tltc 
h()Il()III . tltey arc: 

Fumacc. For a dOllle.,tic ,lill. [hi .. \\·a., lbually huilt orl>ri("k 
a ... ill Fi~. ~. hut "'lilb c()uld abo ~tand 011 kcI ()\ 'Cr all open 
lire a\ 111 Fig. :~. 
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.: 
Head or helm 

Bec or nose 

Base or body 

Furnace Receiver 

Fig. 2: still from Cooper's Complete D~filler of 
1757. 

Head 

Crown 

Fig. 3: Copper still at the Science Museum, 
56cm high, accession no. A639450. 

Base or body, Thl' parI \I hieh \il~ ill Ihe lire alld conlain\ 
Ihe \1I",I<ln('(: 10 he di.,lilbl. If the ha\l" h ill 1\1 (l P;lI h. Iht' 
IO\rLT pan may hl" callcd Ihe cllrcubit alld Iht, lIpptT pall 
Ihl' crOWll, Tltt, base 11"(1\ Il1thl {,Ol1llllOll ly lIIa(k or ('op­
per, hUI il cOll ld he org l a~~ or pe\l'lt'r, Ihough 110 ,unilill/.\ 
pl'wler nalllple, ,liT knO\nI, 

Head m helm, The parI 11110 \I hid. Ihl' lapOIlr ri\c .. , III u,( 
il l11u,1 Ill' ,cakcl m/utrd 10 Ihl' ha\t' 10 IlIake Ihl' joill ;\11-

tight. Thl' \"apOllr l\Ia~ ('ollclt'II\C ill Ihl' ht'ad, t>I 11 Illal hl' 
('om l'\l'd l"rol1l tltt, Ill'ad illlo a l'pal~ lll' ('olldemer, The 
hcad \ra, oftl'll or Pt'll It'l , 

Bee 01 1I0sr, Thl' pan Ihal eOll\l'Y'" IIIl' (1I.,1I11"lt' 01 \apOlIl 
rrolll till' hl'ad, III a hOI .,1111 "ilh a "l'pal~ lll' \I o III I hn' hl'­
low), il i., ('alll'd a trallsferrer, crane or Iluk, Tlti., i\ allolhl' l 

(,OIllPOlll' lll Iltal "'a, ol"tt-Il IlIack or pt'\ller, 

Receiver, Thl' I c,.,t' l III which lht, nlllclt'll\L'd lapol\l' i., 
{'olll'('lt'lI , 
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1)rpes of stills 

Tilt: .,illlpb,1 lypL' or dOl11c,til' ' Iill i., the cold still ( Fil{~, L 
,i). T hl' hl'ad i., a tall COIlt', o l"tt-II 1l1;ld t, or Pt'IIIl'!", \liLh a 

wllar al lhl' bOil 0 111 thal lit.. Oil 10 Ihl' ha.,L', The ri~in~ 
\"apour nmdl'll.,c., Oil ih illnl'r "llIl;ltT and rull\ dowll into 

a 1;11 11 LT al Ihl' bOllol11 11 hieh i, draincd inlo Ihl' rl'cl'in:r 
(1l01 ,hol\'lI) hy a pipe - thc Iw(', . \ \lct lOll d cOllld I)l' 
IIrapped rolllld Ihl' head 10 kt't'P il ('001. ('olcl .,till., \wrl' 

,1011, hili ~o()d I'm oclil'l'wlI" p lanh ... lIch a, rme and minI 

rrom whi(' h IhL' 't'~ ... t:llce' ('01 Ill" alTm!'o l ,,, ... ily, ,\ cold ~Lill 

\'irlllally idt:ll li l'a I IO Iho,t' , hm\ IIhl'l"t' i ... (ft-pined in a Pad­
lIa I'n'\('o or cl ~H() , h ()\\'i ll ~ a ll a lcht'l11i ... t at I\'ork. M) Iht' 

dnil,'1l rl'll\aillL'd Ilnl'hal\!.WcI lill' l't'ltlurit's, 

Fig. 4: Cold still head at Moseley Old Hall. 

Gutter 

Fig. 5: Left: 'common cold still' from 
French's Ar' a/Distillation 1667 p17. Right: cross 

section of the Moseley Old Hall cold still 
head. 

Thl' head of' a bucket head slill (Fi/.\" (i-H) ha\ a Illllt'h ... 111<111-
l'I" ("Ollt' - or "OIIll' lilllt' ... a clOllll' - \\'hich i, ~lIIT()lIll(lc:d by a 
lan~t' hllckl' l or ('(lId 1I,Ill' 1 (tilt' rrfrigeratory) to kL'l'p il wo!. 
,\ I,\aill Ihl' cli .... illalt' mlll'cI'" ill iI gUllcl ilhick Ih\.' (,Olll' and 
(h~ III1' olltlltr()lI~h the ht,C, Thl' hllckl'L ha ... II'. mIll Ollllc! 

plpl' al tilt' hOlloll\ to allo\\' I hI.' I\'alt'r to ht, challl.\l'd \I hen 
il sl;lIh gt' ll illJ.{ loo l\'arl11, T ht'ht'acl \l'llS 1I,ua ll ~ ('OII11l'ClCd 

to Ihl' ha!'tl' \ ia a COIIlIll Il or neck ill \\'h ich till' \'apollr \ Iarl­
l'cI 10 cool. Tlti., can he qlllll' I.dl. a, ill Fil{\, (i-H, or rather 
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Fig. 6: Bucket head Fig. 7: The inside of the 
still at Moseley Old bucket of the Moseley 

Hall. Old Hall still. 

Fig. 8: Left: bucket head still (described as an 
'alembic') from French's Art of Distillation 1667 
p33. The drawing shows the head C, D on a 
copper base A, B. Right: cross section of the 

MoseIey Old Hall bucket-head still. 
\i1oller a~ ill lhe copper huckl'l head "rill or Fi~.~. Buckel 
head ~I i II~ IH:re v;ood I()r IH lIl-a koholic cordial \1-;lI lT .... 

In <I ha! stiLL (FiV;. U) Ihe \'apour d()e~II'1 cOIl<iell!'>I.' ill Ihe 
he,ul but is LrClIblt:rred illto a "l'parale cOIHIcJ I\cr COl l\i"l­
il1~ of a coikd tuhl' iI111l1c r!'>l'd ill a barre l or cold \\'all'r. 
The IlIbe I\'a~. appropriately, kIlO\111 a., thl' worm or sa· 
pelltillc. Pel11er '>lT Il I., to ha\e been the prell:rrcd IIH:lal 
I()r the 11 (>rill. and lhl' Iraw,lClTlT could abo he: llIa(k or 
pell1er. Il o t ~till~ ",crl' lIsed for cOll1mcn'ial d i!'>li ll ill~, hilt 
dll.'~ \\cre abo lbl.'d 1\ hen di~ l i ll ill!{ alcoho lic liquid!'>. l'~ 

",hell Illakill~ cordial \\'alers hy c1i!'>lillill~ lI"illl' OWl' hnb ... 
and \picl'~. 

" 'hi "'t lhl'~e are thc main l\ ' pl.'~ or ~lill , cOll tl'I1lI)()rary lil­
l'l,IIt1IT ,,11O\\':o. Illall~ \'arialioll!'>. III Ihc pair or '>till\ ill Fi~. 

I, condemalioll takc ... p lace lIeilher ill the head l10r ill ;\ 
1\"0 m I hUI in U1C outlc t pipe (hee) ihelL I IOI\'cwr, ~l;t!'>:-' 

... eelll" In ha\'e hel.' lI I he lIsual Ill<lll.'rial fe)J' still., likc Ihi", 
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Fig. 9: Hot still from Y-Worth's Compleat Distiller p2. 

and \\'1.' lta\'1.' Illl l'\ idl'lI(,l' lill'Y \\'ere l'\ l'l' made or pl'1I Il'r. 
I II Fi~ . Ill, thl.' lerl i l lla~e \hOIl~ "Ollll' OIw-pil.'cl' .,till ... 01 
re/orIs, oftl.'ll m"dl.' or ~1;L\\. \\l llTl' "~lill cOlldensalioll lJ('­

ClII''' ill the IK'l' ponioll . T he rig-hi ima~l' "bOil'S ho\\' \lill~ 

COll ie! Ill' ca"cadcd if rl.'(ll.'ated di!'>li llalioll \\"a" Ill'Cl'",ar~, 

In a balllco or balllcum marie lltl.' fllrnacl.' Itl.'at~ a \\'lIl'1' balh 
alld Iht' ha!>1.' sil!> ill Ilti!'. (Fig-, 11). The~ " 'ere ~I()I\ ' , hut 
I\ I.'H' lI\ed whell il \\'as imporlalll l1ol lo ()\l'rlll'at ti ll' \lIb­

... rallt'\.' 10 hI.' di\tillcd. l'!.{ " 'hell di'lillill!.; lIall'J'\ rrom Ih>ll ­
er". The Il.'ft imagl' ill Fit{. 11 ~11()II '" a \ill!,(le ~Iill. hUI lhe 
right Olll' .,ho\\'s H :-.llIall ~lilb ..,11;tling on\.' lIatl.'r bath. III a 
baltll'o Ihl.' ha~l' d id 1101 .., il ill Iltl.' rUrna('l', alld :-'0 \\'a~ oflcn 
llI<1ck or gla.,:. ra thl'r than copper. I I()\II.'\I.'I'. it could aho 
be 1ll; IC It- of PI.'Wll'1 (Cooper 1 X()O pi 09J. 

The leJ'l11 alembic or limbeck i!'> freqLlell t l~ I.' II l'Ol lll llTl'cl in 
C()lI l l'!llP()I'II~ lilerature. hilI it.. U:'<l!{1.' "'l'l' l lI~ illl'()llsi~ t ­
ell!. BOI h l>lIl' kl.'l hl.'ad alld hot .,till., are ",olllcliml"> <11.'­
~l'rihl'd a., common alell/bies. and Ihl' \Iill., ill Fi~. I art' al,o 
de!'>crilll'd a~ all' lll hil ':-', hUI lite Il'nll IIl' \ l' l ~el' Ill S to ha\'e 
hl.'l'1I applil.'d to c(lld :-,lill .... 
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Fig. 10: Left: retorts, and right: cascaded stills, 
from French's Art of Distillation 1667 pp78, 31. 

Size 

\\ ' h i l~1 clOIlll'~li(' 'Iill~ \HTl' ralher 'lIli1lkr Ihall COllllller­
cial "I ill" Ihe~ \\'l·rt· '1I1111111('h lan.;l'r thall 11 HI"I or I he othl'r 
I\,;m', pl'wlL'rer, made. The \\ ·or:-.hiprlll C()(llpall~'" rl'­
l'Onl, rl'll.' r ill J(j 13 10 a lillll>l'('k or Hillll> alld III lC i:19 10 a 
.,Iill of Iljll> (\\ \·lch \.~ pp I;';, lOO) . Tltl' COIlIP;II1\"\ "1/­

illl;' or )(i7 I, J(i~) I alld 177~ ,a~' ,till head.., .,ltollld \leit,:h 
hl'l\lel'll 91h ami (Hlh, Ihollgh Ihere arl' millOl dinc .. rl' llcl· 
hl't\\lTIl Ihl' Ilm'l' dall'" (\\ 'l'kh \',~ pI IH,.!. PeWIL'r So(', 
Sprillg I !)XO p:iO. \ (iIN'I'I) alld Sprilll,\ (!)X I p!)( j). ThL' 
\\l'ighl'" rl'1i..' r 10 ..,till, rallgillg li-Olll !) 10 I I 'illchl" al Ihl' 
hOIlOlll' (\li71). ' illl'hl" \\I<ll" (1Ii!)I) III · llIdll· ... mL'r' 
(I77~), Thl"l' 1I111'1 hl' rl'florrill~ 10 a ('old ,1111. IhOIl~h it 
i" not deal whether lhl' dillll·ll ... iOlI i, Illl' IIlaxillHll1l dialll­
l'llT, al Ihl' bollOIll or Ihl' (,Olle, or lite di;IlIll'llT of lite ('01-

lar \\hidl PI'<~jl'('I:-. Ill'lo\\ Ihl' mill' alld i.., ,Iigllll~ ..,mallel". 
Tlte COlllpleal . \ pprai'l'r ill 17" H :"~\l' ''' \\ l'lgh" or 271b. 
:i Ill> alld :~Iilh ror ,Iilllll'ad, or 11", 13" alld I .," (I l a~'I~ l rd 

~()():i p:im. Tlti~ i:-. ~il,'llili('alltly II1000e Ihall Iltv COlllpall~ ... 
... l/jng .... ahholl~h po"ihly il i, lI ... ill~ a dini..'ll'lIl Illea,url'­
III l' lI I a ... it ,ay ... 'lhl' cli;IIIll'llT i, lo Ill' 1.lkl·11 to lhl' \ er~ 
Ollhldl' or till' \l'r~l' III rtlll t Ital gm" inlo I hl' kad \)0 tI 0111' , 

il' Illl' diaml'll'r or tltl' ('ollar, llot tltl' IIla\illllllll diaml'll'r 
or t hl' (,Olll', 

\\ 'ol'lm could hl' \'l'1'\ IIHldl hl'a\'il'r ,till. 111 IHOI , 101 
l'\al1lpll'. \ \ ' illiam SWIl II 1 01 [dillhurglt WSH:i02) ;H" l'l'­
li'l'd fi)!- ,,,Il' IIOllll ... of :~ allCl !) hllllclred\\l'iglll (;~:~I; alld 
I OOHlh), ~ l aklll~ ill'III' 01 \ll'lI tl' r 1111'> ,ill' 1111,,1 hall' he:l'11 
a i'l'al dlalklll,(l' to thl' \ll'\\ Il'rn\ ,kill. ali<I it I.,. \ll'l'lI;lJh. 
nil sllrpri ... l' Ihal two pl'lIll'I'l'r, llhtailll'd pall'lIl ... li )!' lllak­
ill!.\ \\(ll'In, . .1 01111 Skill or I ,Ulldoll (PSX;j,;7) ill I (iH I alld 
SIl'pitl'll \ la~\l ell of Gla,go\\ (PS 11) ill 1!H7 (EIl~li,h pal­
l'II" ~ 10 alld HiI7) . ~kill'" patl'lIt \\'a, li-lI' l'" ... till~ \\onm, 
hili \\l' ltan' 110 <It'la il, o/hi, inl'l'lIlioll. ~ la\\ldl dl',il,'lH'd 
a lar~l'-diat1ll'tlT lI()rm wilh 1\lo-... ta~l'''', h<llllll Olll' luh alld 

Journa l of the Pewter Society (; 

Fig. 11: Balneos from French's Art of Distil/ation 
1667 pp21-22. 

half III allothl'r, 1I ... llIg plpl" lip 10 I I" ill diallll·tl·1. B~ 

Ihl' t'; III~ I !)'1. l'l' lItlll~ ,plTialisecl llIachilll' l~ lI'a, ;l\ailahll' 
lill Illaki ll/{ WOi'll'" a, Ihc ha ll\;'ntpI('y ~alc oU E Yates ill­
dll(kd ,I lIladlilll' and hl()('\;', «)r ('oilillg \l'onm ( \l ornlll~ 

CllItlllick I X Dl'l'l'mhl'r I H I Xl. 

The COlllpallY'.., 177'2 ,i/ill~ tdl.., 11 ... Ihal .,till hl'ad, \\ l'll' to 
bL' III;Hk 01 lay alld aklllhic" of trillt-, Illlhe: C(lllll'\!, ',.,Iill 
head' Ill'rt, Jlrl''''lllllabl~ i'l'il'r" sPl'Ci lically to a l'OlcI "Ii ll. 
The COlllpll'al ,\ ppral\l'l t{'IIII' 111011 worms \\'(..' re Illadl' or 
1I'\I'(llIll·tal. 

Who made pewter stills? 

()II" Olll' or the "111'\11 IIlg ,I ill., \\ l' hall' m;u lal,\l'd 10 lilld 
I"" all idelltilied IlIakL·I . ... 0 to c1l'tl'l'Inilll' IIho llIade "Iill., 
11(' Ill'l'd to look OIl othl'l' ,OUITl'" or illl<mnatioll. III par­
Ilndal. lOudll'S tltal eit-piel ... Iill ... 0111<1 d()(,\IIlll'll l ar~ l'l'kr­
l'IH't". 

Fig. I ~ ,ho\\, all till' kll()l\ 11 pl'lIll' rl' r .... touchL'''' that dl'picI 
,.,Idb l, Thl' ro\ll' III the ho\ al till' 1>0110111 kit hall' hl'l'lI 
Il'COldl'(1 Oil otltl'l' 17,10 {"l' 1 1Il1l~ warl' ... (a hahl\ll'r Illl·a'>lll'l'. 
a ( lip alld 1110 f1ag(lIh). bw lhl' Pl'\lll' rer., hal l' 1101 hl'l'l! 
Idl'lIltlil'd, Thl' rl'llIai 11 11 11{ ~~ an: lhl' Illarks or icknlllil'd 
Pl'l\ Il'rt'r ... rrolll Iht· l.ondon tOllCit platl':>. lhollgh n(llll' or 
litl"l' Illark... ha, aCllIally h 'ell rl'("onkd on a .,Iill. \\ 'l' 
Oil" kllOIl or till' l'\i,ll'nn' or tltl"l' mark ... bt'call'l' t1ll'~ 

"PPl';1I Oil tlte l.olldon tOllch plall". alld \\'l' han' II<l iell'a 
ho\\ Illall~ llIore llIark" (kpiclilll,\ ... Iill Ill' l1li~ht lilld ir Ill' 
had louch plate, 101' pr<lIIlKial pl·IIILTl'r.... TIIII' 11 flll'l 
tlll.' ~ plo\ ick c\ iell'lIlT that llIall~ LOlldoll Ill' lI le rt·r ... lltack 
"Iill:>, il IImlld hl' 1I11'><lli: to clt:d llCl' Ihat I.Olldoll Illw,t It;l\'(' 

hl'l' ll Ihl' dOll1in;lllt Cl'llln' 1'01' 'Iillmaki llj.{, 

Till' l'arlie~l or Ihl' ~(j tlllldll" i, datl'd I (j I H ami thl' (all· ... 1 
11 ; " ,.,trllck III I XOO. '0 tht" ('OWl' a 11 idl' dale rangl'. Thl'~ 
al ... o dl'pict a II 'idl' rall~l' or ".ill t\ Pl": 
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• I" col III II 11 , Inp 1\1'0 11I;lrks: cold slilb. lill' lir~1 

~IHl\I 'illg hOlh the IH:.'ad ;IIHlthL' hast' , 

• I" coitllllll, hollolll Ilnl IlIarks: \l'h;lt appL'ar to Ill' 
rl'torls , thollgh Illis i~ IHlt (,(,Haill. 

• ~'''I alld :'I',J Coitll 11 11:-- : 11I1Ckl'1 hl'ad slill:--, Irilil<lIl1 
Ihl' ha:--l' , 

• 1,1, COIIllIlIl: cOlllpil'll' hOI ~Iilb. 

• .1'" to 7,1, l'OIIlIlIIl~: Ihl' \nmll:-. or hOI :-.Iilb. 

J)OClIlIlt' llIalY rdnL'IIlT:-' l'lIahll' 11:-. In ~~lilllP~l' a hroadn 
piclllrc, Iklll"l'l'lI I.i(i(i ;Illd I {i~JO lill' \\'or:-.llipI"tJl ( '0111-

P;III\ ''s Ih'Conis IIll'lIlioll li l.olldoll pl'IIWrl'r~ \1 ho IHTC 
11I;lkill!.; ~I i lls or P;lrtS of :-.1 ills: 

• III Li(i7 J;lllll'S Tawllln (I'S~I:!l()) IY;I~ ill Ir()llhk 
ror lillillg Ihl' kllops of:l(i ~Iilb lIilll 1l';1<1 (\ \'dcll 1,,1 p~ , j I), 

prt'~III1I;lhh- kllop~ for cold ~Iilk 

• III ]{il:-l \\ 'illi;lIll J)ixolI (I)S~XX:-l) 1I;IS rlllllld 10 

lIaw ~old ;1 lillliJL'ck or ha~L' 11ll'1;d ;111<1 \\ 'a~ onkn'd 10 
Illakl' ;1 1Il'11' Olll' (\\ 'dch Y , ~ pli:j), 

• III l(i:-l~J :\ichola~ \\'righl (I'SIO:-llil) had ~(lIlll' 

~lIhSI;lIl(lanl ~Iill~ ~t'il.l'd (\\ 'dell I', ~ pi (0). 

• III Ili,I:; li 11Il' I'ltullhl'r:-,' COlllpalll' l'IJlllplailll'd 
tllat J;IIIll'~ Silllkill (I'SX,i I!J) 'Ya~ caslillg ,,;till holl(JlIIS 
(\\'dch I ' ,~ pl~l)' 

• III lIi{,! \\ ' illialll ,\dift- (I'S~XI) Ila~ lilll'd le 11' 1101 
pllllillg;1 IOllch Oil a I\'()rlll (\\ 'deh I',~ p I ~X), 

~ 
~ 

• III ;1 sL'arcll or 1 (i~J() I{ohl'ri l.ock (I'S:j~I~7) lIad 

:--1 ills, slill hL'ad~ , :--1 ill pipL's, Slill HIpS ;111(1 :-,Iill kllohs (110111-

l'I' ~OO I p:'l:l). 

TilL' rL'cords also IIll'lIlioll Ollt.' pr()\'illcial pl'\\'ILTlT. TllollI­
a:-- Cok or bl'ILT (J'SIXOI), llllO lIad SlliJsl;lI1<ianl Slill 
11l';1(1:-. ;lIld lilldllTks lI'iJl'1I sl';lr('lIL'd (IlollllT I ()~J(i p 1:-lI), 

Frolll liJl' SIIII 111~lIr;III!'l' IkgislL'rs" IH' klloll' or IlIrl'1' 
1,011<1011 p('\\'ll'I'l'r:-- \l'hml' :--lIop :--igll~ dl'pint.'d slill:--: \\ 'il­
li;lI11 ('OIl 'il'I ' (I'S~o~ I) al liJl' ,\lIgl'1 ~ \\ 'orlll ill 17I:-l alld 
1 no, Silll(JlI I );dliml (l'S I~ 1,1) ;11 Ihl' 'l'l'\\'IL'rlT Slill' ill 
17:-l0 ;111<1 F.d\\~1I'<1 Yorkl' (I'S IO,i:'{.j) ;11 11Il' 'Slill I k;l<l' ill 
17:'\li (I:orsYIII ~()():-l). I'rohall' illl'l'lIloril':-- ;111<1 s;dL':-- or 

:--Iock gin' 11:-- lelllr IIIOrl' 11;11 lies: J;lllll'~ I'rl':--loll or BO~IOII 
(I'S I :-lOliri) h;ld ~Iill~ ill !lili,j , Johll J)()\Ydl 11 or CO\'l:' I lilY 
(I'S11700) 1I;ld slill \JOIIOlll~ ill l(i7X, Johll SlIlilh or ,\h­
ndn'll (l'SXli,jX) had ;1 slllall lI(lrlll ill 17~J~1 ;111<1 \\'illi;lIll 
I kd lhll' or I,oudoll ()'S~~J,j!) 11;1<1 \\'()rl 11:--, slills, lIl'cks alld 

iIl'ad~ il l I X:'II. 

III Ihl' IX'" alld I!J,I, n ' llIlII'iL'S a(il-nli:--L'lIll'llIS, Iradl' canis. 
( ' ;II;t!oglll'~ ;11)(1 Ir;l(k din'CloriL's l,';\'l' liS 111;1111' Illorl' 
Ilallll'~, ()III:--i(k l.olldoll , ill 1~l'\I'dll ' I ' IH' h;II'l' Johll ('ar­
IIllhns Cr;IIIL' (I'S7~) :--l'llim; \\(lrlll~ ;111(1 ~\\all IIl'cks alld 
IlIgr;1I11 ~ 1111111 (I'S,i()~J I) ~dlill~~ lilllhl'(,ks, ill Hri~lol Illl' 
Brigl II~ , HI I rgulI I ~ CalcolI ;11 J( I I he 1 ' ;II ' ioll~ Le Ig;II' hll~i-

11l'~:--l' ~ ;t!1 ~l' lIillg I\,()rlll~ , ill blillhlln.;h \\ ' illi;1I11 Seoll 
III (I'SX:IO~) ~l'lIillg 1I on 11:--, alld ill \\ 'all'r!cml Sallllld 
\\ 'ood:-- (I'S I():-ll:l) :--dlilH~ ~Iill~ ;lIId 1\'()lIlb , III I.olldoll , 
T ~ 11 COlllplOl1 (I'S I Xli7) :--old ;lll' lI Ihi('~ alld hallll'llllb, 

Fig. 12: Pewterers' touches depicting stills, 
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George I·Iolli~ (PS4802) sold stills and worms, and a 
further 9 desClibecl themselves simply as worm makers: 
Thomas Appldon (PS242,\l), FaSsoll & Son (PS~~269),J J 
Frci (PS3G04), John Grain~e (PS3977), Meakin & Spack­
man (PS15708), William NettIeI()ld 11 (PS6722), Richard 
Rooke (PS7992), \Villiam \\Talker (PS97:12) itn<lJames E 
Yates (PS 10.515). John Grinith of Bristol (PS41 (5), N ath­
,miel Meakin I of Loncion (PS6:i 18), BrowlI & Comptoll 
(PS13472) and the partnership between Thomas Comp­
ton I (PS 1 (0) and John Applcton I (PS208) were also de­
scribed, in otJlel' contexts, as worm makers. 

Putting aU this and other information together, we have 
identified by name 66 pewtcrers who made pewter stills, 
plus a further 1 a who were predominantly coppcrsmiths 
but whose product range included worms. The GG range 
in d,lte from the 1 G']' to the end of the 19,h centuries. They 
include 8 from Bristol. :) fi·om other English provincial 
towns, 3 from Scotland and 1 fi'om Ireland. The remain­
ing 49 arc from LondoIl. These G6 pe\\terers are prob­
ably only the tip of the iceherg. 

Surviving pewter stills 

In 1925 Couerell reported that then: were tbree pewter 
stills in the Wellcome Historical Medical Museum. The 
contents of/hat Muscum have silKC heen disbursed. Illany 
of them going to the Science Museum in London. The 
Science Museum still has three pewter stills, thou~h only 
two of them were formerly i 11 the \V dlcome collection. In 
addition, we havc [()tllul stills in two National Trust h()Us­
cs, Moseiey Old Hall in Staffordshire and Dyrhalll Park 
in Gloucestershirc. Each or these houses ha.~ onc cold 
still and one bucket head still, showing that large hOllses 
needed stills of more than OIlC l)l)C to ('ope with the range 
of substances 10 he distilled. 

Table I slllllmarises the 7 pewter still heads we have 
tracked down. Non~ of the three hucket head stills is 
marked, but three of the four cold stills have a toudl. 

Table 1: ~urvtV1D.g pewter stilllieads 
IWus. I Location IlYPe 

Fig.la 
Science M lISClIlll 1954-H:), pur-

Cold 
chased 1954 

Fig. 14 
Science Museum AG3!J45H ex 

Cold 
\Vellcollle:' 

Fig. 15 
ScieJlcc NI lISCUlll Atj31167 ex 

Bucket head 
\V clkolllC I 

FigA Moscic)' Old Hall Cold 

Figs.G,7 Moscic)' Old Hall Bucket head 

Fig. I 6 Dyrham Park Cold 

Fil-(s.17,18 Dyrham Park; Bucket head 
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The only identified maker is Thomas Stevens of London 
(PS8921, 1 720,c 1743). 

All 1()Ur cold stills are very similar in design, The COIlI! 

finishes in a suhstantial knop which makes the still easier 
to lift. At the bottom, a co !Jar coming down fi"om the in­
ner edge of the intell1iu gutter could be luted to the still 
base. The cU1gles of the outlets or becs vary, but they all 
taper and prqjecl well awa~' from the cone so as to dear 
the base. On the 11lomas Ste\'ens still, the taper or the 
bee is partiCtllarly pronounced, reducing ti'OI11 an external 
diameter or 5.5cm at the top to on] y 1 cm at the tip. 

The Thomas Stevens still weighed approxim,lteiy 7.1 kg or 
151J21b. This is roughly the weight prescribed by the \\'or­
shipful Company for a 13" still (specified as I:jlb in IG74 
and 161h in 1691 and 1772). As thc still has a ]mL"imUIll 

diameter of a4em (13 1)/') and a botto!ll-<"ollar diameter of 
31cl11 (I21ft"), this su~ests dle COll1p.U1Y may have uscd 
the maximum diameter as its measurement, but we cannot 
be sure hecause we could not weigh the still \'ery accu­
rately. It was not possible to weigh allY of the other stills. 

"111C three bucket head stills are also broadly similar, al­
though hcre there is a little more variatioll. Below the 
bucket, ;ui havc a column standing on a l(lOt, hUI in the 
Moseley Old Hall example the column is slightly harrel­
shaped rather than straight-sided. That would have been 
more difficult to make and mllst have hecll done I()r it 

reason, but it is not clear what functional advantage it COIl­

fen;. Two of tllem have iron rods rising ji"om Lhc I(>ot to 
support the bucket, but lhc Science Museum olle does 
n()t. As Lhe bucket would h(lve been heavy when tilled 
with water, dIe extra supp()rt,; make sense. The shapes of 
the buckets vary Cl little, but all have Cl conical condenscr 
in the bottom. The bees are stayed by another rod on all 
threc examples, but the Mosclc~' Old Hall bee is gcntlr 
curved rather th,Ul straight Finally, they all havc a slubh~' 
ouLlet to drain dle water from the bucket, and the Dyrham 
Park onc ~till has it'> tap. 

Touch? [Size 

Base dia. 2HcllI, base-Io-top 
no 

48em 
1110mas Ste,fens, Base di<l. 31 Clll, base-Io-top 
PS8921 49cl11, weight 151f1lh 

no Top dia. 27 . .5cm, height 55 cm 

HL, PS60GO 

no 

IS,PS182.53 

no 
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Fig. 13: Cold still Fig. 14: Cold still head 
head 1954-85 at the A639458 by Thomas Stevens 
Science Museum. at the Science Museum. 

Fig. 15: Bucket head 
still A631167 at the 
Science Museum. 

Fig. 16: Cold still 
head at Dyrham 

Park. 

Fig. 17: Bucket head 
still at Dyrham Park. 

Fig. 18: The inside of the bucket of the 
Dyrham Park still. 

Fig. 19: Bucket head 
still dated 1766, formerly 

in the Port collection. 

In Ifl2,j COllncll said hl' ()(d~ kllL'\\ orli 017 (lClltl'l ,1111, 
in IOta! (Cotlerell 192,) PP:11-,;), \ \'l' h;l\l' 1;lik'd 10 lilld 
1\\0 ,pl'cific "'Iill, that he noted, Olll' i., the third onl' in 
thc \\ \ :1 kOI Ill' l'Olicl'lion \\ hieh ('ollerell dnl'rihl', a, h.l\­
ill~ t\\'O conical condemn:., th()lI~h it i:. lIot dl'ar \\ hal th;\I 
mean:--, Thl' !>l'nmd i!> thl' l)IIckl'1 head 'Iill 111 Fi~, I !I. 
Thi., 1I':\!o. thl'n in the Port COIll'Clioll ;11,,1 I\";\" illlhtrall'<1 
by Cotlerl'll and hy Port him:-.dr (Port I !117 p20I i-71. II i.., 
dated 171j(j and ha.." ,0 1'01'1 ..,aid, an iroll lillillL: 10 Ihl' col­
UllIn, It i, ~ rect hi!{h alld \\ l'i~h .. I H 11>, Collndl illdllCkd 
it inlhc 1!12H Daily Tcicgraph L'~\llihili()n or ,\lIl1qUl" and 
\\ 'ork., of' ,\ n at OIYIllPia (P 11 :1 ill I hl' nhihilioll (';1(;\­
I()~'llc) along \\;th anolhcr (P 1I I) \\'hich hl' ck-.. nihL'cI a .. 
'conical ('ondl'n!>L'I' from a :--lill. (,1770, lI'ilh 11 11 k 110\\ 11 1I1;,k­
l'r\ mark Oil rim. ICIll hy :\ (;\jor ThoIllP'OIl' , Thi .. loo ha~ 
not hl'l'11 round, 
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Specialists or generalists? 

Thl' ;lIailahlL' l'\ idl'IKl' 'll!{~l, .. t~ dial ill l.olldoll, hlllnOIl'I'l'-
11 hl'l'l', lIorlll l\1akill!!; lI'a, mualh a 1)ll,inL"~ lill' ~pcnali,,, , 

XO";, or Ihe ( ,()lIdOIl (ll'\\ lern'> 11 ho are (k-..,('rilK'd ..,illlpl~ a, 

'\\'(>I'In lIlaker:-.' had bl'l'1I apprl'lIlicccilo " IIOl'ln maker. 

Pt'1I IlT' \\ ho III "c! l' ~I ill hl·ad ... "lid olhl'l parb 1'01 ... Iill, do 
1101 ,l'l'llI to h;1I t' bL'l'" "pl'ci;d i,h, In Londoll, le>l l' \­
;11111'11', 11 l'l ' lI Hobl'll Lock \\.,. ... :-'l'arl'lll'c\ hl' had ,ac\lI'an ', 
po". lallkanb aJICI ,;alt, a ... IIL·II ", pal1, of :-.till:-.. Ed\\~lJ'(1 

YOI ke 111;1\ hall' ,N·d a 'Iill a ... hi.., ... lulp "'1~Il, hilt 111\ llIark 
I"" hl'l'lI Il'corckd Oil ~;I<hl"n', IIIII!!;' and inblallcb, Simi­
larl~, Tholll;a:. Sll'\l'II, i" II'dl kll()\\ 11 a, ,. llI"kl'r or balll ... llT 
Illl·;I"lrl· .... \\hd ... 1 \\ 'illialll J)rahhk-\ hankruptcy ..,all' ,ho\\" 
ht' ,,1'0 llIa(k Ill'lT l'Il!~illl' :-', 11I\I~"', nH'a"'lIl'l':'. :-'POOII, alld 
,;adll;IIl' , Till' :-.n.' IIl' I ... tilt' .... lIlIl· OUl:-.i<il· LOlldoll, l':-,pl'l'iall~ 
lIilll ,()Jlll' or Illl' lan-\l'r IlII:-.illl·..,:-'l·:-' :-.lIdl ;",.J C Cranl' allcl 
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Ingram & Hunt in Bcwdley, the Brights and the Edgars 
in Bristol and Stephen Maxwell in Glasgow, all of whom 
made a wide range of goods in addition to stills. 

Links with other trades 

A complete still was i.Lrely, if ever, made wh()lly of pewler, 
so it is not surprising to lind evidence of other Inl<ies being 
involved. Certainly in the 19110 century we find a numher 
of coppersmiths who also made pewter wonns. For exam­
ple, .John Turton & Co of Liverpool (PS I 654 lt) were cop­
persmiths but advertised in 1824 for a peov ... ter WOI11I maker 
(Bristol Mercury 7.June 1824). Similariy, Jamcs Shears & 
Sons or London (PS 131 (6) were listed in the p()st Office 
1841 Directory as copper merch,Ults, coppersmiths, brass 
& bell founders and pewter worlll makers. A partiUllariy 
interesting link to another trade COilles li"()]u the Londoll 
apprenticeship records. Henry Ralphs (PS7688) was ap­
prenticed for 6 years to worm-maker Nathanid Mcakin II 
(PS6319) and then, whilst Meakin was still active, turned 
over to a master in !lle Plumbers' Company lor 2 years he­
r ore becoming a freell1(Ul of the I)cwtercrs, not the Plumh­
ers, in 1778 (Wehb 200.1 p76). This doubtless feneets the 
close similarity between making pewter worms and mak. 
ing lead pipes. 

\Vebb's Ir;Ulsctipt of the apprenticeship rcwrds .. Iso show 
links between the pe\\tering and distilling trades as sev· 
eral sons of distillerfi became apprenticed 10 pcwlcrcrs. 
They include Nathanicl Meakin I (PS63L8) who became 
a worm maker, and aJolmJackson of London (PS5114), 
who was apprenticed to worm maker Edward AlIallSOIl 
{PS 1.52). 

Conclusion 

Pc\\tcr collectors and experts hin'c almost complcrcly 
ignored pewter stills, but they were an important part of 
the pewtering trade over a long period. V cry few seem to 

survive. Because they arc so big, m,lybe they were more 
likely to have been melted d()\\1l when they were no long­
er needed. Howe,'er, it is difficult to believe that only 7 
exi!>t. There must be more around, lurking in the base­
ment~ of st;ltely homes and ill museums. It is dif1imlL to 
track them do\\11, thollgh, as one can nen!r be sure how 
ther will have been descrihed, aud scan:hing in catalo!,'1ICS 
for dIe word 'still' is a hopeless task as the word is used in 
so m,UlY contexts. 
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Notes 
I. The makers arc not li~tecl here hecause they are easy to 
find by searching for 'still' in a mark. 011 the Society's database 
of pe\11crcrs. 

~. For tlH.: SOLl\'ces of the information ahout the individual pew· 
terers mentioned in this paragraph and the next, sec the Sori· 
cty's dalaluL~e of pc\\1ercrs (save for In~'ralll & Hunt, for II'hich 
sce Holding & Mouison 1994 pi J). 

B. AccessioJ) numher Ai,394:")H hac! heen allocated to two dil~ 
icrcnt stills, a copper still and this pewter hu('kct head still, ~o 
onc of ,hem llIay now have heen renumbered. 

,1. Other dilllensions for this bucket head still arc: hm:ket height 
2~i.4nll, stem hei/,'Iu 2()'(km, f(xlt diameter ,,0.:) rill, lellh1h of 
bee ~H .5CJll. The external diameter of the hee ';Lpers from 
2.9cl11 clown to 2,(km, 

:t. The bottom of the still \l'as p;u11y ohscured when pho\n· 
graphcd. 
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