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improvements in the treatment of fatty and oily matters for the production the of the 
fatty acids and glycerine, and have deposited their specification at the Chief 
Secretary's office on the 16th day of September, 1861". A hearing is set down by the 
Victorian Attorney General for the 15th March 1862 but the outcome at this stage is 
unknown. 

Birth certificates of a further daughter and son in 1863 and 1866 reveal that Joseph 
continued to work as a candle maker but at some stage he left this work behind as 
by the time he dies in 1899 he is a Postal department pensioner presumably, like his 
brother Edward, not a wealthy man. 

One wonders if half brother Waiter J. visited Joseph and his family when he travelled 
to Australia in 1882 and represented Joseph Morgan & Son at the Tariff Commission 
in Melbourne shortly before their Father died. 

THE MORGAN PEWTER MARKS 

THE MORGAN STRIKES: 

The familiar JM pseudo-hallmark which incorporates and precedes the three 
hallmarks that are known as the Ingram Arms. Ingram and Hunt (I&H) of Bewdley 
were the first makers known to utilize the Ingram hallmarks. Richard Yates of 
London (RY) OPMM p. 343 closely followed. John Carruthers Crane purchased 
Ingram & Hunt and continued using their I &H strike with the Ingram arms along with 
his own (ICC) stamp and Bewdley centralized inside the tankards on the base. As 
was the fashion, the strikes were placed to the upper body and right of the handle. 
The Morgan family always placed theirs to the left of the handle, perhaps required by 
law after 1835 which reserved the handle right for capacity verification inspection 
stamps, and so while the critical first hallmark can be obliterated with time and 
wear if the hallmarks are to the handle left it will be a Morgan piece and visa versa. 

No Morgan piece with a Gill reign capacity verification mark has been found but 
even so, one should appear, Joseph Morgan 11 b.1802 comes of age in 1823 ... they 
should have existed. 

Arcing "Morgan" Mark 

Scarcer and earlier pots show an arcing "Morgan" struck in relief to the base and 
(G?) or W, crown over M,IV stamps struck midway up on the front body opposite the 
handle (A.S. Law). Rickett's notes this capacity verification including a maker's 
mark, c.1825-30 as was the fashion (until outlawed? or generally superseded by VR 
inspection stamping in the cities) 
The arced Morgan stamp is rare, less so the M included in the capacity verification 
stamp. Thus we have three marks that can be found individually and not necessarily 
always found with the arced Morgan. 
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BUCKLED BEEHIVE (SKEP) AND FIVE BEES Mark 

OPMM, Obscure Marks, p.389, #6133. Circa 1810 (?) no source given and with no 
attribution. A line drawing of a beehive and five bees above within a circled and 
fastened buckler/ or belt. H H Cotterrell uses ci rca 1810 to mean from 1800-1820 or 
plus/minus ten years as I think he explains in his introduction. This may likely be 
dating the deSign of the tankard and handle as it can be seen when the earlier 
Bewdley pewterers are placed alongside Morgan's straight sided tankards showing 
Morgan copying the lines of an earlier time and place. Compare this mark to the 
known Morgan beehive designs and the case for attribution is self-evident. 

(A Skep was a dome shaped beehive made from platted straw and coiled into shape. 
It was succeeded by the slatted beehive better for bees making proper cells and for 
the extraction of honey.) 

MORE (Skep) BEEHIVE AND OTHER MORGAN MARKS (and premises) 

Beehive marks. One with no number. One with a numeral one. One with a numeral 
two. One with a numeral three. Let's assume that there are always just five bees 
above the hive to give this list: 

a) The beehive struck with Morgan & Gaskell also stamped on the body top left 
of the handle. 

b) The beehive on a pedestal as seen on the reverse of a 7" wide rim plate 

c) The Smellie beehive stamp, circa early 20th century 

Joseph Morgan and Peter Gaskell traded in Birmingham from 1860 - 1878 though 
clearly they had a relationship in Manchester from the early 1850s and there were 
businesses trading as: 

J. or Joseph Morgan & Co at 60&61 Stafford Street Birmingham from 1860 - 1872 

Morgan & Gaskell at 60 & 61 Stafford Street Birmingham from 1873 -1878 
(See article regarding Peter Gaskell entitled "GASKELL" for further detail of his life 
and times). 

Morgan & Gaskell tankards are identical with a number of unmarked and earlier 
tankards by way of a bad hinge on their handle moulds and are also the same as 
those found for Morgan Crossley and Co. Manchester. 

Manchester - Morgan & Crossley Ducie Mills - from early 1900's - measures use a 
modern font stamp to the base. 

(See business connection chart at end of article) 
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More on Joseph Morgan's Pewter Marks and Pewterware 

From information and photographs supplied mainly by a private collector. 

(Illustrations of marks scanned from H H Cotterell 's ' Old Pewter' unless otherwise stated) 

Although from 1834 onwards Joseph Morgan's key interest appears to be his 
inventions of Candle and Candle wick making machines, shown here are various 
Mugs and tankards bearing the Marks of Joseph Morgan. It is known that he made 
other pewterware such as Ice Cream or other such moulds. Likely he made a far 
wider range than is shown here. But what is shown here is what this writer could find 
to illustrate with kind permission of the collectors whose pieces they are. 

Wh il st t h ese m a r ks be l ong to t h is m ug they a r e 

n at as c l ea r as t h e sa m e m arks a p peari ng 

another 5 pages for\IVard. 
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ma r k a s above ri g h t 
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Bristo l sty l e pla in bod i ed tulip shape mug s 

Three concave mugs 

B evvd l ey style of Quart 
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35. Joseph Morgan, ?Rcwd\ty I\irm" 
and .Manchestcr. The hal\.mar~>.n I~ 
earlier than the louch, which is pan"" 
Mancheslcr. (COlt. 3289) 

• 1: c. I 1 0 . 

There is really no known way of being certain as to at what date these marks were 
applied . It is likely the Hallmarks are fairly early if only because the pieces they are 
often found on reflect the Bewdley style heritage. The dates given in the reference 
books are difficult to understand. 
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Thus there is no way known to be certain which JM is featured in the hallmarks. 
However as they appear to use three of the Ingram & Hunt marks then it might be 
assumed they date after I & H, in other words after 1807. Their successors Crane & 
Stinton went on until 1821 and may have used the Ingram & Hunt hallmarks. 
Morgan's use of a curved upward arc with serrated edge and the name Mo rgan 
within is only really the same as the Ingram & Hunt London mark with Morgan 
replacing London and the arc direction changed. Clearly then there must have been 
some very real connection between Morgan and some part of the I & H business. 
Given ages and working life then , maybe after 1821 , i.e., after Crane & Stinton. 

The belted skep suggests by the time this is used he might be working in 
Manchester. Numbers underneath are thought to indicate workmen but as the 
names are all very low on Morgans pewter then this is difficult to understand. 



111'il1i;un /I ' 
donu.- liddM tanbrd. droI 
I 3.>, thf: -!night filktro 
drum. bd Kith open emir­
&.d IJ",,,,bpkc,, and single 
OIne h.tndl" with OU5h 
,crm"uJ~ ,,-jth IlJ4Irla of 
}O £PH MORGA.\ of 
\I;mchC5u:r illld Biruungh;un 
in the b;,sc ( the Ciltil/ogu<: 
>li4tro of Bnsrol) (CCll. JP 9). 
71N! pkc<: boTe lI'il/;;un I V 
• ..,rification, the dmm '>Dd bi:! 
"'ith 1:.1" M'rigglc"'OTk 
d«or.atiol1 Jnd the tUn)("'( of 
'MiIl'l' £Ikn Suggcr' .lnd 
'M,,,., HadfH!ld: 

From an article by David Hall in the Pevvter Society J ournal of Autum n 1998 
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Permission 'for in clusion of'this illustration ha s kindly been given by Bonhams of Chester, the leading 

UK auctioneer of antique British Pevvter, 

Jo seph Morgan, Bevvdtey style half pint, vvith hallmarks to the l eft of the handle and a simple X in the 

centre o'fthe interior base, as shovvn belovv. 
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John 

Morga n Char l es M organ -

~ P evvterer or Br isto l -

PS6537 

I 
Geo r ge M orga n - born 

c 1808 Birmingham 
Pevvte rer PS16188 Joseph Morgan (I) 

P evvterer PS13383 JOSEPH MORGAN (1 1) PS6542 - Born 1802 Bevvd ley Perhaps vvorked ror 

Pevvterer, Candle Mould maker, Cand l e Machine maker 

(Patent hO l der), Cand l e vvick manUTacturer etc. 

Joseph in Manchester 

circa 1836 

Business addresses: 

Bedminster/Bristo l 1821-1827 Cha rl es Morgan 

Joseph Mo rgan (Ill ) 

(1829 -1899) 

Manchester: 1828 Long Mill gate > 1848 Wa lkers Croft 
> 1857+ Duc ie vvorks 

Pevvterer PS16019 
Moved and perhaps 

vvorked ror Joseph in 

P~vvterer - to 

London : 1848-188127 Hoxton Square 
Birmingham: 1860-187860&61 Stafford St. 

A"c::..,...,....=>,i=> ~ L-______________ ~ Retired by 1881 - Died ManChester 1882 

/ 
Peter Gas kell PS1614 
(1824-1896) (Pate nt 
hO l der) 

(married daughter or 

Joseph Morgan - Ann 
Meggs Morga n 1825-1 861) 

Worked Tor Joseph Morgan 

& Co, Birmingham circa 

1860+ at 60 & 61 Stafford 
Street Birm i ngham 

Partnership or Morgan & 
Gaskel l created circa 1873 
- Partnership 'in the trade 
or business of Pewterers' ; 
'at 60 & 61 Stafford-street, 
Birmingham' disso lved 
18th day of February, 1878. 

With rinancia l prob l ems 

from 1883 and a Reciever 
appointed, Peter Gaskell 

continues the business 

under his ovvn name until 

late 1892 vvhen the 
business becomes Gaskel l 

& Chambers and Peter is 

'out of business' 

C. M. E'H ' 
M aceh 2011 

1 
Edvvard M o rg an 

(1838-1918) 

Partner in Joseph M organ & 
Co./Son - Partnership 'in the 
business of Pewterers and 
Candle Machine and Candle 
Wick Manufacturers'; 
'carrying on business in 
Manchester'; disso lved 25th 
of August, 1863. 

Betvveen 1848 and 1856 
J oseph Morgan advertises 

rrom 27 Hoxton Square 

London as P evvterer & Candle 

MOU l d maker. 

Edvvard marries rrom that 

address in 1 864 , and as a n 

Agent (per h aps r or h i s 

Fathers' business), lives the re 

in 1871 and 1881; this address 

a ppears to be last used by the 

company in 1882 - vacant by 

1891. 

MAnChester circa 1875 

H erbert M organ 

(1851-1935) 

Pevvterer, Candlevvick and Candle Machine 

Maker 

'Joseph Morgan' became Joseph Morgan & 
Son circa 1880. 

Trade mark : 'Bee Hive' , 

1903 - Pewter stil l listed as part of com pany 

b u s i ness vvhich i nc l udes exports to - Cape~ 

Australia, India and South America 

1903-1905 Business becomes Morgan, 
Crossley & Co . Ltd . (James CrOSSley & Son 

or R i pley DerbYShire, Wick manuracturers 

etc . ) 

Trade marks: 'Bee Hive', 'Standard Oil Wick' 

& 'The Swan' , 

(NB Pevvter does not appear to be 

mentioned vvithin any currently avai lable 

documentation arter 1 903. Business orWick 

manuracture continues th r ough to at l east 

1 94 1 , arter vvhich main production appears 

to be brake lin i ngs (VVhiCh com menced vv ith 

cotton brake lin ings circa 1926) . In 1978 
Morgan CrOSSley becomes an associated 

company orBritish Tyre and RubberCo. 

vvith a na me change to Silvertovvn Plasti cs -

Com pany di ssolved 2005). 


