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BUCKLED BEEHIVE (SKEP) AND FIVE BEES Mark

OPMM, Obscure Marks, p.389, #6133. Circa 1810 (?) no source given and with no
attribution. A line drawing of a beehive and five bees above within a circled and
fastened buckler/ or belt. H H Cotterrell uses circa 1810 to mean from 1800-1820 or
plus/minus ten years as | think he explains in his introduction. This may likely be
dating the design of the tankard and handle as it can be seen when the earlier
Bewdley pewterers are placed alongside Morgan's straight sided tankards showing
Morgan copying the lines of an earlier time and place. Compare this mark to the
known Morgan beehive designs and the case for attribution is self-evident.

(A Skep was a dome shaped beehive made from platted straw and coiled into shape.
It was succeeded by the slatted beehive better for bees making proper cells and for
the extraction of honey.)

MORE (Skep) BEEHIVE AND OTHER MORGAN MARKS (and premises)

Beehive marks. One with no number. One with a numeral one. One with a numeral
two. One with a numeral three. Let's assume that there are always just five bees
above the hive to give this list:

a) The beehive struck with Morgan & Gaskell also stamped on the body top left
of the handle.

b) The beehive on a pedestal as seen on the reverse of a 7" wide rim plate

c) The Smellie beehive stamp, circa early 20™ century
Joseph Morgan and Peter Gaskell traded in Birmingham from 1860 — 1878 though
clearly they had a relationship in Manchester from the early 1850s and there were
businesses trading as:
J. or Joseph Morgan & Co at 60&61 Stafford Street Birmingham from 1860 — 1872
Morgan & Gaskell at 60 & 61 Stafford Street Birmingham from 1873 -1878
(See article regarding Peter Gaskell entitled “GASKELL” for further detail of his life
and times).
Morgan & Gaskell tankards are identical with a number of unmarked and earlier

tankards by way of a bad hinge on their handle moulds and are also the same as
those found for Morgan Crossley and Co. Manchester.

Manchester - Morgan & Crossley Ducie Mills - from early 1900’s - measures use a
modern font stamp to the base.

(See business connection chart at end of article)
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More on Joseph Morgan’s Pewter Marks and Pewterware

From information and photographs supplied mainly by a private collector.

(Illustrations of marks scanned from H H Cotterell’s * Old Pewter’ unless otherwise stated)

Although from 1834 onwards Joseph Morgan’s key interest appears to be his
inventions of Candle and Candle wick making machines, shown here are various
Mugs and tankards bearing the Marks of Joseph Morgan. It is known that he made
other pewterware such as Ice Cream or other such moulds. Likely he made a far
wider range than is shown here. But what is shown here is what this writer could find
to illustrate with kind permission of the collectors whose pieces they are.

Whilst these marks belong to this mug they are

not as clear as the same marks appearing

another 5 pages forward.
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A Pint Footed Cup Wm IV 1830‘1837 mark as above right
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Hallmarks

Bristol style plain bodied tulip shape mugs

Three concave mugs

Bewdley style of Quart

A Half pint Concave shaped Mug
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35. Joseph Mory:

rgan, ?Bewd) Trmi
and ‘M anchester, The hal\-m:{’:‘:n found
earlier than the touch, which is perhaps
Manchester. (Cott. 3289)

T

There is really no known way of being certain as to at what date these marks were
applied. It is likely the Hallmarks are fairly early if only because the pieces they are
often found on reflect the Bewdley style heritage. The dates given in the reference
books are difficult to understand.

Thus there is no way known to be certain which JM is featured in the hallmarks.
However as they appear to use three of the Ingram & Hunt marks then it might be
assumed they date after | & H, in other words after 1807. Their successors Crane &
Stinton went on until 1821 and may have used the Ingram & Hunt hallmarks.
Morgan’s use of a curved upward arc with serrated edge and the name Morgan
within is only really the same as the Ingram & Hunt London mark with Morgan
replacing London and the arc direction changed. Clearly then there must have been
some very real connection between Morgan and some part of the | & H business.
Given ages and working life then, maybe after 1821, i.e., after Crane & Stinton.

The belted skep suggests by the time this is used he might be working in
Manchester. Numbers underneath are thought to indicate workmen but as the
names are all very low on Morgans pewter then this is difficult to understand.
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A William 1V
dome lidded tankard, circa
1835, the straight filleted
drum, lid with open chair-
back thumbpicce and single
curve handle with flush
terminal, with marks of

JOSEPH MORGAN of
Manchester and Birmingham
in the base ( the Catalogue
stated of Bristol) (Cou. 3289).
The piece bore William 1V
verification, the drum and lid
with late wrigglework
decoration and the names of
‘Mary Ellen Sugget” and
‘Mary Hadfield".

From an article by David Hall in the Pewter Society Journal ofAutumn 1998
Permission for inclusion of this illustration has kindly been given by Bonhams of Chester, the leading

UK auctioneer of antique British Pewter.

Joseph Morgan, Bewdley style half pint, with hallmarks to the left of the handle and a simple X inthe

centre of the interior base, as shown below.




_Joseph Morgan (|)

John
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Morgan Charles Morgan =

PS6537

Pewterer of Bristol -

George Morgan - born

c 1808 Birmingham
Pewterer PS‘IB‘] 88

Pewterer PS13383

.Joseph Morgan (|||)
(1829 -1899)

Pewterer — to

Aviatratia |

JOSEPH MORGAN (”) P86542 - Born 1802 Bevvdiey

Pewterer, Candie Mould maker, Candle Machine maker

(Patent hoider), Candle wick manufacturer etc.

Business addresses .

Beaminster/Bristor 1 1821-1827
Manchester | 1828 |_ong Millgate > 1848 Waikers Croft
> 1857+ Ducie works

Lonaon : 1848-1881 27 Hoxton Square
Birmingham :1860-1878 60&61 Staffora St.

Retired by 1881 = Died Manchester 1882

Perhaps worked for

.Joseph in Manchester

circa 1836

\

Charles Morgan
Pewterer PS16019
Moved and perhaps

worked for Joseph in

Manchester circa 1875

A 4

Peter Gaskell PS1614
(1824-1896) (Patent

holder)

(married daughter of
_Joseph Morgan - Ann

Meggs Morgan 1825-1861)

Worked for Joseph Morgan
& Co, Birmingham circa

1860+ at 60 & 61 Stafford

Street Birmingham

Partnership of Morgan &
Gaskeil created circa 1873
— Partnership ‘in the trade
or business of Pewterers’;
‘at 60 & 61 Stafford-street,
Birmingham’ gissoived

18th day of February, 1878.

With financial problems
from 1883 and a Reciever
appointed, Peter Gaskeli
continues the business
under his own name until
tate 1892 when the
business becomes Gaskeil
& Chambers and Peter is

‘out of business’

Chart =
C. M. Enis
Maren 2011

Edward Morgan

(1838-1918)

Partner in Joseph Morgan &
Co./Son — Partnership ‘in the
business of Pewterers and
Candle Machine and Candle
Wick Manufacturers’;
‘carrying on business in
Manchester’; dissoivea 25th
of August, 1863.

Between 1848 ana 1856

.Joseph Morgan advertises
from 27 Hoxton Square
I_ondon as Pewterer & Candle

Mould maker.

Edward marries from that
address in 1864, and as an
Agent (perha ps for his
Fathers’ business), lives there
in 1871 ana 1881; this address
appears to be last used by the

company in 1882 — vacant by

1891.

Herbert Morgan

(1851-1935)

Pewterer, Candiewick and Candle Machine

Maker

‘Joseph Morgan’ became Joseph Morgan &
Son circa ’]880.

Trade mark : ‘Bee Hive'.

1903 - Pewter stiii listed as part of company
business which includes exports to ~ Cape,

Australia, India and South America

1903-1905 Business becomes Morgan,
Crossley & Co. I_td. (James Crossley & Son

of Ripley Derbyshire, Wick manufacturers

etc. )

Trade marks. ‘Bee HiVe', ‘Standard Oil Wick’
& ‘The Swan’.

(NB Pewter does not appear to be
mentioned within any currently available
documentation after 1903 Business of Wick
manufacture continues through to at least
1941, after which main production appears
to be brake linings (which commenced with
cotton brake linings circa 1926) [n 1978
Morgan Crossley becomes an associated
company of British Tyre and Rubber Co.

with a name change to Silvertown Piastics—

Com pany dissolved 2005)




