


In 1930 and 1931 - H H Cotterell gave exhibitions
of Old Pewter in at least two stores.

This short article shows extracts from The
Connoisseur Magazine concerning these.

Firstly in September 1930 The Connoisseur
recorded a recent exhibition at -

Heal's Mansard Gallery

Secondly in July 1931 The Connoisseur recorded
an exhibition of old pewter at -

Messrs. Osborne's, Grafton Street, London W.1

There has been no record yet found of other such
‘exhibitions’.



Osborne of Hanover Square

A retail dining room exhibition organised with the help of H H Cotterell at the Ideal Home Exhibition
Olympia of 1931
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Pewter and Maps

OLp pewter locks so well in its proper and natural
surroundings— on the oaken board or the shelves of some
high-backed dresser—-that one rather dreads the sight of
it arranged with the drearv precision of the average
museum. But Mr. Howard H. Cotterell knows very well
how such sad formality can be avoided, and, in a recent
display at Messrs. Heal's Mansard Gallery, gave a prac-
tical demonstration of the wav in which at anv rate a
temporary display should be presentad to the discerning
pukblic. Saving the necessary protection of a few fragile
pieces, glass cases were climinated, and the pewter was
set out on dressers and tables of suitable style and har-
monious colour. Though including a few primitives, such
as an interesting ~° Early knglish baptismal bowl,” of
copper overlaid with pewter, which was found 1n Canter-
buryv, and a battered tlask from the sunken Armada
galleon in Tobermorvy Bay, the collection as a whole
mainly exemplified British pewter from the middle of
the seventeenth century, with the addition of a few
Continental items of individual interest. Flagons,
tankards, plates and dishes were all desirably represented,
as were numerous other objects, such, for instance, as
inkstands, castor-oil spoons, and even those — Billv and
Charlex & forgenies which caused so much trouble to
last-century antiquaries.  And an ordinary gquart tankard
of about 1525 became appealing when one noted that
it was formerly at the  Leather Bottle ™ at Cobham, and
might consequently have beon tsed to quench the thirst
of the love-lorn Tracy Tupman. A Scottish Communion
set, of flagon, cups, and alms-dish, ~ Belonging to the
Asociate Congregation on kdr A, 1742 7 —the cups,
mcidentally, weredated 1703 —formed a noteworthy group;
while an Enghsh Church flazon of carlierdate was doubtless
responsible for arousing covetous lusts in the breasts
of divers impecunious collectors. Marked cider pichets
from Normandy are rare, but here was one dated 1753
in the mark. An mmportant Contnental Guild Cup,
topped by an armed figure, and bearing the date 1790,
occupied a conspicuous positien : while among foreign
pieces of lesser size again was a charming Dutch beaker
of cirea 1700, bearing heads of, presumably, William and
Mary in wriggled work. A goodly array of tappit hens
and Irish haystack measures made one thirstv for the
maps with which the walls of the gallery were covered.
Here was an intriguing collection of examples by Speed,
the Blaeus and other well-known cartographers, some
retaining their original colouring, others nicely embellished
in the old style, and a certain proportion left plain. It
was a fascinating task to contrast these renderings of
counties, countries, and even continents, with the more
accurate but far less decorative maps of the present day,



when so few bother to decorate their productions with
heraldry, their seas with high-pooped vessels, or their
information with such remarks as * Old Winchelsea
drown'd.”” But in taking leave of the exhibition, it
could not be denied that some part of its value was due
to the excellent little brochure compiled by Mr. Cotterell,
which replaced the catalogue of commerce with a minia-
ture work of reference which was well worth filing for
future study.

Society of Pewter Collectors

DEsriTE the somewhat sparse attendance, which was
perhaps inevitable owing to the distance to be travelled,
the Summer Meeting, held at the Avrshire home of the
Vice-President, Mrs. Carvick Webster, must be regarded
amongst the most successful in the annals of the Society,
The hospitality extended to the members by the Vice-
President and Mr. Carvick Webster, and by Mr. Clapper-
ton, will not soon be forgotten. The party inspected
the latter's fine collection of pewter and lunched with
him. Later they proceeded to Orangefield, the home
of the Vice-President, and saw the fine pewter there,
and afterwards some members were entertained in Edin-
burgh by Mr. Hole and Mr. Milligan, and were able to
see their collections.,  Additional members of the Society
include Mr. James C. Fenton. On January 1gth, Mr,
Francis Weston will entertain the Society at the Hall
of the Barber Surgeons’ Company, of which Company
he is Master-Designate,



Pewter in its True
Setting

Axy exhibition of
old pewter organised
by Mr. Howard H.
Lottt ere ll
B.K. Hist. 5., 15
bound to be well
arranged, and the
display lately on
view at Messrs: Os-
borne's (Grafton
Street, London, W.1)
was no exception to
the rule. To see it
in a thoroughlyv suit-
able setting of panel-
ling and old oak
furniture, and with
the comfortable
knowledee that in a
room or two away
there was one of the
fnest  Trans!! of
Chinese eizhteenth-
century wallpaper
that could well be
desired, was to
realise the pecuhar
fascination of the
study which DMr,



Cotterell has done so much to advance. Dating mainly
from the later seventeenth and the eighteenth centuries,
the items in the exhibition included manyv rare as well
as many shapely examples: candlesticks, salts, mugs,
tankards, plates and dishes; to sayv nothing of the
numerous sets of measures which formed a noteworthy
feature of the event. English and Scottish pieces, both
religious and domestic, predominated, but the pewter
of France, Russia, Sweden, and even China, did not zo
unrepresented ; while from the sunken galleon in Tober-
mory Bayv came a wvessel of ' pilunim's bottle  shape,
which is stated to have been a ' Master Gunner s flask.”



