


ANTIQUES, November, 1929. 

p. L.p 2,~":; 

The number of country antique shops that combine, with show. 
rooms for their colleCtions, restaurant and even lodging facilities 
seems to be on the increase. Recently 1 started to make a list of 
them, and then came to the conclusi~n that my information was 
inadctlu'lte. But J surmise that if all such establishments were 
placed end to end, they would reach pretty well across the conti
nent - thereby enabling the motor-tourist with a yen for colleCt
ing tu rravel throughout the day in an unbroken atmosphere of 
antiques, and, at night, to find assurance ot repose in a iour-post 
bed. :'-Iy own experience leads me to believe that when an anti
tlll:lry becomes Boniface, his flair for the unusual in excellence 
and excellence in the unusu:d generally finds expression in ways 
highly congenial to his patrons. 

* * * 
The memurY uf the late George F. I ves is renewed in the re

opening ot th~ Old Brookfield T;vern in Danbury, ConneL'licllt. 
:\ man of many adventures, and possessed of a fund of quaint 
humor, George Ives was, at bottom, a confirmed antiquary. 
Otherwise, he would not have been among the first of :\merican 
dealers to acquire a piCturesque old-time house to serve as a 
background for his accumulations. The place shortly became a 
kind of general camping ground and yarn-swapping arena for a 
congenial group of colleCtors. So its venerahle tavern atmosphere 
was not only preserved but intensified. When !\tIr. Ives died, th~ 
glory of the place passed with him. It should now return, for F. W. 
Fuessenich, who has again unbarred long-closed doors, was for
merly a frequenter of the tavern and a close friend of its master. 
I f not quite to the manor born, he is, nevertheless, well acquainted 
with its wa ys. 

* * * 
1\ l uch in the news of late, concerning America's enthusiastic 

reception to foreign lions. 1 t doubtless argues a puny wit that 
such events should prompt me to observe that the first elephan t 
seen in the United States landed here in 1796, having been 
brought hither in the Crowninshield's famous Salem shipdmericJ. 
This amusing bit of information I have culled from a handsomdy; 
illustra ted and readable brochure '1he Essex Imlilule, just puD::! 
lished by the Institute itself, and full of absorbing material con ·. 
cerning the town which was the kernel whence sprang the flourish
ing Commonwealth of Massachusetts. The pamphlet also tells a 
good deal about the Insti tute's usefulness and its very pressing 
need of a substantial endowment. 1 t is a bit of literature well 
worth sending for and reading. 

* * * 
The calendar of sales at the American :\rt Galleries for the 

month of i\ovember includes the following: 

1\.1. D. Benzaria; Furniture and objects of art 
1\IcDaniel; Furniture 
Late John C. Williams; :\mericana 

Nov. 1 

Nov. "2 
"Nov. 6 

Late John C. Williams; English literature 
I. Sack; ,-\mcrican furniture 
Late J. P. Benkard; Currier and Ives prints 
Thaw, Wyckoff, and others; Paintings 

i\ov. 6, 7, and 8 
Nov. 7, 8, and 9 

Nov. 1"2, 13, and 14 

1\1rs. Cora Timken Burnett; ObjeCts of art 
Mrs. Marie Sterner; Drawings and water colors 
:\Irs. Frederick Lewissohn and o thers; Furniture 
Canessa, ObjeCts of art 

Nov. 15 
~ov. 15 and 16 

~ov. 21 

Nov. 2:! and "23 
Nov. 30 

rj:" I'E\\,""", ITS ~L'KE9A~)~,~~::.tBY ~o~a~I~:rSChd Cottcrell. London, 
B. T. B:l( sford, Limited; New York , Charles Scribncr's Sons, 1929- xv + 4J~ 
pagc:s~ j6 plates, ske tches of all known pcwtcrcrs' marks, and 6 (ollotype 
facsimiles of all existing touchplates in London :lnd Edinburgh. Price, $.15. 

T illS extr"ordinary volume h"s long been awaited by pewter colloClo:s 
both in Europe and in :"merica. :'\ow that it has come to hand, It 

surpasses not only expeC\"tion but fonclest hope. To say 1110re is hardly 
possible Or ncct;ssary. A work of Ihi. kind ddics review: il is somethi ng to 

uc owned, referred to, studi ed as need and opportunity arise, and thus 
slowly digc~tt:d, until, by i[s use, some rnt':lsurc of connoisscurship has 
hecn devdoped . 



);0 ' ) Cig.lrene Box of cOOlcmpor.1rY dc<ign 

Two p"rtitions, round bo[[om 

Len~ th 7;{ inc hes 

Made by the Only Survi(Jor 
of Garly fimerican 

Pewter Craft 

IT is but natural that Reed & Barton pcwter 

pieces should possess the dcsign. quality. 

and lustre of rare old originals. for Reed & 
Barton craftsmen have worked in pewter for 

more than a hundred years. 

Th is organization still rdlects the leisurely 

painstaking ways of the forefathers and 

the result is delightfull y apparent In the 

pewter reproductions it offers you. In its 

porringers. beahrs. coffee · pots. candlest icks. 

tobacco jars and ot her decorat ivc and ut ili· 

tarian objects. there is absolute fidel ity to 

precious .examples of early pewter.craft . 

W rite for catalogue and information. Let us tell 

you where Reed & Barron Pewter may be seen. 

REED & HARTON 
TAUNTO:,,/ ~ I ASS. NEW YOR K. N. Y. 

ESTABI.I S IIED 1 8~·' 
TAU NTOS. ~IASS. 

P E,,\r ~' E R 

Old 1""'I,r "';I" be purch"scd with iull contidc I1cc in its lll1,pproacbblc 
comprchcn sin:ncs .... and its :luthoritati\'c nna lin" (or while indiviciu;d 
in\'cst igat {) r~ m:J~' , from rime to timt' J unearth SO I;)~ ncW m:ltc ria l out~id c 
of 'Jr. Cottcrcll .... prl"scnt omni~cienr \' ision, they can never ldd mOr~ 
than an in,igniticant fr",'tion [0 the ,.,," and carefully arranged compila . 
[ion 00\\' he fan: u-.. 

:'\Ir. COIIl'fcll h"s written primaril y irom the st3ndpoint o f (he collector. 
and wit h a view to solve comp!ctc!'· his rea de r; difficulries. So he gi" es u
a gen eral hi ,tOrical background, 3 discussion of old pew tcrers and I hei r 
touchpI3t<" a cartlul and il luminating e xplanation of how the marks on 
pewttr pieces m,,' be interpreted, and 3 chormingly illu s trated chapt er 
on pcw,crcrs' !rade cards . Following are sixt\'. four plates pictu ring 
O',"n" hundred pewter types, and exempli i~'in g all the different periods oi 
Briti , h pew"" which hold interest ior col ledors . 

But ir«h and interesting and "alu3ble ,IS 311 this 3ssuredly is, :'\Ir. 
( ouerell', re,II ,' great contribution to knowledge lies in his alp habetical 
list of Brit ish pewtere" an d thei r touches. Thi s monumen,,1 catalogtll' 
includes somethi ng o,'cr 6,000 names 01' makers, accompanied by drawing' 
of t heir touch marks w he never the latter are known. Wh at Sllm of tire les; 
Iabor "Jch a m:lrsh aling oi n:tmes , dates, and sketches implies :'\ I r. 
Correrdl probably knows. :\ less :lrdent s tudent wou ld ne,'er dare eWn 
to contempl:ne it. 

Large in form3[, well printed, adequateh· ill ustrated. Old Ptu:ttr pre. 
sents :t physic,l impressiveness which we ll comports with its scholarl~' 

importance . :\s (0 (he number of copies allotted to this countr y we are 
ignorant; hut, si nce we su rmise t hat the supply may soon be exh austed, 
we recommend early purch ase by all libraries of conseq uence. and by 
t hose collectors who have experienced the abiding a llur e of fine pewter. 

G EORG I.'X ;\ n \ ,~60· ,S101. Uurlingron :-lagazine 1\lonogroph Ill . N e'" York , 
Charles Scrihner's Sons; London, B. T. Batsford, Limiud, 19'29.68 pages : I..; ': 

illustrations. Price, 110. 

W E have he re an introductory rcview o f English painting, archi. 
tc Ctu re~ sculpture, ceramics, gl:tss, mct:dwork, furnitu re, textiles, 

and other artS d uring the reign of George 111. Fol lowing the met hod used 
in tWO earlier publications by t he Burl ington :'\1agazine (Chillt J( Arl and 
SpalliJb ,-Irl ), chapters On th e "ariou s arts and cra fts of t he period h a"e 
been allolled to individua l wri te rs of established reputation. T his special . 
ized trearment, coupled with copious illustration . serves to cover the field 
comprehen sive l ~' as well as a u thorit:l[ively. :\s a s tarting point for more 
technical studies this and the other books in the series are to be rccom· 
mended. 

The ill ustra tions deserve especial mention, as their coreful photogrophy 
:Ind generous size reveal a wealth of detail usua lly obscured in published 
reprodur,ions. 

Cot:'~TRr A lleTJ O!':. By ~larion ~icholl Rawson. ~C'\ ... York, E. P. Dunon and 
COIll P;IIIY, Incorpor;lted, 19'29. 161 p:lges; 3:- illustrat ions. Price, '5. 

A ~ "t mospheric taleof the break.up ot' an old ~cw England homestead 
11 and the su bsequent disposal of its accumulated treasures via the 
hammer o i the country auctioneer. Human intorcst receives mo re empha. 
,is ,han is accorded to 'ny technical con,ideration of the antiquity of the 
dispersed lartJ and pmaltJ. E vidently a book fo r those persons who prefer 
to take their antique pills with a sugar coaring oi romance - and the)' arc 
in the n".jority. The ill ustrations picture the fam ili:tr equipment of the 
old-time country home. 

."" }-1i ~TORY or Ritl T ISH \ \".o\ TER COlOR P ... l.:-..i l XC •. Bv H. ~,t. Cundal l. New York , 
Ch:l.ri(:s Scribncr·s Sons; London, ll. T. B3ts(ord', Limited , 19'19' Second cui · 
oon, re\"i!>cd 3nu enlarged. XI'\..J-136 pages; 6 .. plates in full color. Price, ~? 

A~ account of Brit is h water calor painters t'rom the timewhen the Irish 
monks ca rried miniature painting into ~orthumbria , up [0 th e 

work oi artists who have died during the present century . Excellent as a 
teXI for th e general stude nt or as a work at' ready reference fo r the more 
informed reader. Offers adeq u a te d iscussion oi the individual methods ot' 
the :lnists, well sketched historical backgrounds and biographica l matc· 
rial, and "'Jmerous color reproduc1ions of sig nificant paintings. 

:\ hiographical list - alphabcticall,' arranged - of deceased Britis h 
water color p:,intcn is ap r cndcJ. 

ClSTO~1 11 m ""F GlltlE or FORU(;/IO-\SO nO~lE~T1C COMMERCE. Edited h\' :\. G. 
~lcColln. ='c\\ York, Custom Hous(: Guide, J9~lL Price, 15. J 

T H OSE persons who do anr considerahle amount of importing from 
abroad will find t h is comprehensi"e \'olul11e :t treasu r), of "aluable 

information and guidance. Besides general data as to procedure, a lis t of 
d uti a hl cs and ,heir rates of taxation, a compilation of consula r fees, an d 
!<oO on, it covers !-tucn matters as foreign wl.'ights and foreign moneys. I n 
addition, the l" nitnl States porrs o f entry a rc n:lnlcd, in company wi th 
rheir rl.' lul.·..,c:nt.lti\·C' w;uchousC's, ~hipping agencies, ancJ importing ;1nd 
exporting tlrm:'. Of other mal(:n;il there i~ an incredihle q ua~[ity .:-\ good 
m.ll1~· )'l'r"olb would like 10 own (hi ~ book \\ ere they ;lW3re of HS C:\lstcnc('. 


