


Cleaning Old Pewter 

Brief clues from clued up collectors, with really good looking old (mainly Scottish) pewter. 

Some photos follow to show the results of such efforts. 

Collector 1 - writes -

My collection is mostly purchased in nice condition!! 

Otherwise a good scrub with a mild scouring powder followed by a metal polish. Although I have in extreme cases resorted to emery cloth/paper of 
progressively finer grades followed by the powder and polish. 

Collector 2 - writes -

I hate the over-polisher finish loved by some nearly as much as a black heavily oxidized colour which as you know we can often do little 
to improve. If I wish to lighten & polish a grubby over-dark piece I use Autoglym metal polish from your local Halfords or car accessory shop. T­
Cut isn't as good. Of course we must take care not to overdo it. For really bad pieces I sometimes even use an old worn piece of 
VERY knackered wet & dry sandpaper - Halfords again but TAKE CARE! 

(and regarding photography) 

As regards photographing I recommend you DO NOT photo on a white background because the pewter item which is usually mid-grey in colour, 
is under-exposed. Try to use a grey or light brown background, that way exposure is much better. Do a test on both white then grey/brown & 
you will see what I mean. 


