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Mary’s Chapel.” o

In 1476 the websters were incorporated, and
bound to uphold the altar of St. Simon in St.
Giles’s, and it was specially stipulated that “the
priest shall get his meat” Cloth was made in
those days by the weavers much in the same
fashion that is followed ‘in the remote Highland
districts, where the wool is carded and spun by the
females of the household ; but Edinburgh was one

of the first places where woollen goods were made,

and had, at one time, the most important wool
- market in Britain. '

. The hatmakers were formed into-a corporation
In 1473, when ten masters of the craft presented

a petition to that effect; but the bonnet-makers -

did not receive their seal of cause till 1530, prior to
which they had been united with the walkers and
shearers,” with whom they were bound to uphold
the altar of St. Mark in St. Giles's Church. In

1685 an Act of Parliament confirmed all their .

privileges, together with those’ of the litsters, or
dyers. About the middle of the seventeenth century,
owing to the spread of the use of hats, instead of
the national bonnet, among the upper classes, this
- society was reduced to so low a condition that
its members could neither support their families or
the expense of a society.
. The fleshers were a very old corporation, but
the precise date of their charter is not very clear.
In 1483 regulations concerning the fleshers deal-

ing in fish in Lent, &c., were issued by the magis- -

trates, whom they petitioned in 1488 for a seal of
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the Council, who ratified and confirmed the whole of
the articles and conditions it contained ; but it is

said that a seal was issued. In 1508, Thomas

Greg, “ Kirk-master of the flescheour craft,” on
behalf of the same, brought before the Council a

complaint, that certain persons, not-{reemen of the
craft or the burgh, interfered with their privileges;
and had them forbidden to sell meat, except on
Sunday and Monday, the free market days, qghﬂk

thai obtene thair fredome.” : )

The coopers were incorporated in 1439, bﬁ:gdmgu
themselves 'to uphold the altar of St. j@hﬂ_& in St
Giles's Church. ' . o

The walkers obtained their seal of cause In:

' August, 1500, They had an altar in the. same.

church dedicated to SS."Mark, Philip, and. Jacob, -
to which' the following among other fees were
paid :— - - , N
Each master, on taking an apprentice pfud ten
shillings Scots ; and on any master taking nto his

- service, either the apprentice or journeyman of any

other master, he paid twenty shillings Scots ; if any
craftsman was found working with cards in the
country, he was to forfeit the sum of fifteen shillings
Scots, to be equally divided between the work of
St. Giles's, their altar, and the informer, It 1s also
-provided by the said charter, that each person com-
‘mencing business for himself shall be worth three
pairs-of shears, and of ability to pay for one szt?ck
.of white cloth, whereby he may be in a condition

. to make good any damages to those who -employ

him.
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In the same year (1500) the tauors were incor-
porated on the 26th August, prior to which, as a
:society, they possessed the altar of St. Anne in St.

Giles’s, and they only had their old rules and regu- .

Jations embodied in their charter from the Council.
Another seal of cause was issued to them thirty
years afterwards, in the reign of James V. :

The Corporation of Candlemakers first appears

in 1517.° They.had no altar of their own in St.

Giles’s, but certain fines provided by their charter
. were to be paid towards the sustenance of any
“ misterfull alter within the College Kirk of Sanct
Geils.” The craftsmen were forbidden to send
boys or servants to sell candles in the streets, under
pain of forfeit, and paying “ane pund of walx

‘to Our Iady altar, after the first fault;” two -

- pounds of wax for the second, and such punishment
~ as the magistrates may award for the third. No
member was to take an - apprentice for less than
four years, and all women were to be *expellit the
said craft,. bot freemennis wyffes of the craft
allanerlie.” ' '

The above charter was confirmed by James VI.

in 1597, though the corporation lost the privilege
in 1582 of sending a member to the Common

Council, by failing to produce their charter, and
signing the reference made in that year to the
arbiters appointed by James, at the time the late
constitution of the burgh was established, and re-
mained unchanged till the passing of the Reform
Bill in 1832. |

- We may-here mention that a manufactory for

s0ap is first mentioned, 23rd November, 1554,
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* when the magistrates granted a “license to Johnne

Gaittis, Inglisman, to brew saip within the fredome

- of this burgh for the spacé of ane yeir nixt heir-

after;” and to sell the same in lasts, halflasts,
barrels, half-barrels, and firkins. But after this, till
about 1621, it was chiefly imported from Flanders.

The Baxters (or bakers) obtained their charter
on the 2oth of March, 1522, but the trade must
have possesséd one before, as it sets forth that in
times of troublethe original docuraent had been lost.
By this seal of cause it appears that they had in
St. Giles’s an altar dedicated to “Sanct Cubart.”
But the chaplain thereof, instead of bing supported
by fines, as the priests of the other corporations
were, obtained his food by going from house to
house among the members of the guild in rotation.
The sole privilege of baking bread within the city
was vested in its members, but bread baked with-
out the walls might be sold, the corporation having,
however, control over it, or the power of examining
the weight and quality of ¢ the flour baiks and
fadges. that cumes fra landwart into this toune to -
sell.” .

The city records contain many references to the
Baxters before the date above given. Thus in
1443, the time when they might bake and sell
“mayne breid,” was only at ¢“Whitsunday, St
Giles’s Mass, Yuleand Pasche.” In 1482, in buying
flour from beyond the sea they were to pay multure,
as'if from the common mills. In 1503 Baxters
convicted of baking cakes that were under weight
were threatened with penalties. In 1510 there
was an agreement between the farmers of the



city mills and the Baxters as to grinding at the
mills, with reference to the quantities to be ground
when water was scarce. In 13523 the Baxters
were ordained to ¢ baik thair breid sufficientlie
and weill dryit;” the twopenny loaf to weigh ten
ounces from thenceforward, ¢ under pain of tynsale
of their fredome,” and escheat of the bread, which

is to be marked with their irons as heretofore. In

April, 1348, the city Baxters were ordered to fur-
nish bread for the army in the field at a given rate,
and the corporation promised to do so, in the pre-
sence of the Lords Dunkeld, Rothes; Galloway,
Dunfermline, and Seaton ; but in July the troops
would seem to have declined to receive the bread
. which the trade had on hand ; thus “outland Bax-
ters were charged not to bring any bread to market
for three days.” :

We have elsewhere (Vol.I., 382-3) had occasion
to refer to the Corporation of Barber-surgeons,
whose charter, dated 1st July, 1505, binds them

to “uphold ane altar in the.College Kirk of Sanct

Geill, in honour of God and Sanct Mongow.” They
were bound to know something of anatomy, the
“nature and complexioun of every member of
humanis (sic) body,” and all the veins of the same,
and “in quhilk member the signe Zas domination
Jor the time," &c. '

In 1542 we read of four surgeons sent from the

city to the borders, for the care of those wounded by

the English. (* Pitcairn’s Trials,” 1) Andin1558
the corporation sent: twenty-five of their number,
including apprentices, to join the force raised for
the defence of Edinburgh against ¢ our auld inemyes

of Ingland.” (“ List of Fellows, R.C.S. Edin.”) 'By
Queen Mary they were exempted from serving on
assizes., . .
The arms of this corporation were azure, on a
fesse argent, a naked man fesse-ways, between a
dexter hand palmed, and in its palm an eye. In
the dexter canton, a saltire argent, under the im-
perial-crown, surmounted by a. thistle ; and in base

~a castle argent, masoned sable, within 2 border,

charged with instruments used by the society. To
the surgeons were added the apothecaries.

James IV., one of the greatest patrons of art and
science in his time, dabbled a little in surgery and
chemistry, and had an assistant, John the Leeche,
whom he brought from the Continent, Pitscottie
tells us that James was “ane singular guid chirur-
gione,” and in his daily expense book, singular
entries occur in 1491, of payments made to people
to let him bleed them and pull their teeth

“Item, to ane fallow, because the King pullit
furtht his twtht, xviii shillings, |

¢ Item, to Kynnard, ye barbour, for tua teith
drawin furtht of his hed be the King, xviii sh.”

The barbers were frequently ' refractory, and
brought the surgeons into the Court of Session to.
adjust rights, real or imagined. But after the union
of the latter with the apothecaries, they gave up
the barber craft, and were formed. into one corpo-

_ Tation by an Act of Council, on the 2 5th February,

1657, as already mentioned in the account of
the old Royal College of Surgeons. :
The first admitted after the change, was Chris-



topher Irving, recorded as ‘ane free chirurgone,”

without the usual words *a#d barber,” after his:

name. He was physician to James VII, and from
him the Irvings of Castle Irving, in Ireland, arc
descended.
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MAGDALEN CHAPEL RESTORATIC{ PROJECT

Foranumber of years the possibility of underiaking a programme
of restoration and refurbishment of the Magdaler: Chapel hasbeen
discussed by various groups desirous of seeing this iovely oid
building restored to its pristine beauty. It siands as a telling
reminder of our rich heritage and it depicts many aspecis of
religious, social and cultural life in this rich pageant of history since
it was built.

After careful consideration of what would be irvelved in such =
project, and taking expert advice from our Architecis, the Commiites
of the Scottish Reformation Society decided = underiake this
work. It is a costly venture and we know a lot of hard work lies
ahead before even the possibility of the work commencing. We
have been assured of a grant from the Historic Buildings Counci:

A breakdown of the figures give some didea
of the scale of the project. storic )
Scotland have given a grant of £101,000 for
PHASE 1 of the work. This has left the
Scottish Reformation Society responsible
for £142,000. Phase 2 which involves the
delicate restoration of the painwork in
the Chapel will require at least a FTurthew
£42,000.

WENEED YOURHELP AND WE WILL VALUE ALL SUPPORT
GIVEN TO THIS PROJECT WHETHER LARGE OR SMALL.

A Special Fund has been set up for this purpose and gifis may
be sent directly to the office or by Banker's Crcler directiy to the
Fund. The details are as foliows:

Hon. Treasurer
Magdalen Chapel Appeal Fund
Scottish Reformation Society
41 COWGATE
Edinburgh EH1 1JR
OR THE ROYAL BANK OF SCOTLAND
14 George Street -
EDINBURGH EH2 2YF
marking all gifts
MAGDALEN CHAPEL RENOVATION FUND
A/C No. 00256552 Scottish Reformation Scciety.

WILL YOU HELP US TO ACHIEVE OQUR OBJECTIVE. YOUR
GIFT WILL BE APPRECIATED AND ACKNOWLEDGED.



