

















he was released and brought back to Edinburgh; and was paid
his full stipend till 1567, the year of his death. '

Over one-fifth part of the Charter is occupied with the rules
and regulations regarding the Bedesmen. They were required to
. be of sixty years of age or over, and to be punctual in their attend-
ance in the Chapel. The first service was held at a quarter to
seven ‘o’clock in the morning, and all had to repeat the Lord’s
Prayer five times, the Salutation of the Virgin and the Apostles’
Creed fifty times, and each in turn a part of two special Psalms.
The second service, held after breakfast, was of a simpler kind
and was rehearsed on bended knees before the great altar. At a
quarter to eight in the evening there were repeated prayers for the
souls of deceased persons, especially the Founders and their
relatives, after which supper was served and, to quote the language
of the Charter, ““ the gates being closed they shall go to bed with
mutual love, charity, meekness, and quietness.”

The secular duties required of the Bedesmen included the open-
ing and shutting of the outer doors, keeping the Chapel clean, and
ringing the bell at prescribed hours. Each Bedesman received
£9 Scots per annum, a sum gradually increased as larger funds
became available; in addition he received a cloak or gown of
thick blue cloth with a cross in white sewn on the right arm. For
at least 115 years this livery was a familiar sight in the streets and
closes of the old town. About 1665 the fraudulent behaviour of
the official collector led to the abolition of the Bedesmen alto-
gether, a step which was further recommended by the increasing
claims of the poor connected with the Hammermen’s Craft: the
benefits were expended on the widows and orphans of members of
the Craft. This body wielded great power in the burgher life of
the city, a power which it used in the cause of charity and justice_

Later History of the Chapel

After the Reformation the Chapel became the regular meeting-
place of the Patrons, who did their best to make .it worthy of so
powerful a Craft. The designation Hammermen included all
metal-workers except the Goldsmiths, and as it covered twelve
different branches of industry, endless disputes concerning their
respective rights and privileges continually occurred. Turbulent
to a degree that made them a force to be reckoned with in the
burgher life of the city, the Hammermen would brook not the
least interference in their affairs by outsiders. Master journey-
men and apprentices had the right to state their grievances before
the Craft, and some of these quarrels ended in bloodshed. The
culprits were punished by being ordered to pay the barber-
surgeons who were called in to attend to the sufferérs, and if
such payment were refused, the Craft had the right of putting the
wrongdoers in gaol without the intervention of the magistrates.
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There are two notable historical traditions connected with the
Chapel, namely, that John Craig, John Knox’s colleague
preached in it, and that here was held the first General Assembl);
of the Church of Scotland in 1560. In 1688, permission was given
to some of the townspeople of Presbyterian principles to hold
meetings there and to put in furnishings suitable for their require-
ments; a small loft or gallery was erected, but the tenancy so
granted was soon terminated and the fittings removed. After

. that time the Chapel was not again used for divine services until

comparatively modern times.

_ Another use which the Hammermen made of the
dictated by financial considerations. During part ofctflllip:é\:zif
teenth and eighteenth centuries it served as a mortuary. Its
nearness to the public execution places, the Grassmarket, the
Town_ Cross, and the Tolbooth, undoubtedly suggested this
revolting arrangement. It is most likely that many of the mangled
bodies of the Covenanters who were done to death near by were
conveyed to the Magdalen Chapel and there handed over to their
relatn(es or friends. The Treasurer’s statement for the year 1685
contalps the following Minute:—* Received for the late Earl of
Argyll’s corpse staying in the Chapel, £29 Scots *: this is followed
by the suggestive item—* Spent when I received the £29 for the
Earl of Argyll’s corpse ten shillings.” Almost the last record of
this kind is as follows:—* Paid John Moffat (the officer) an
account for coals and ale furnished by him by the Deacon’s
orders to the late Alexander Ramsay when his corpse was brought
into the Magdalene Chapel and laid before a great fire to see if

2; V;Ol’.l’ld come alive with the heat, in regard he dies suddenly.
, 2s. .

Towards the close of the eighteenth century the Chapel wa
often used for the drawing of lotteries and ¥he exhibilt)ion o?
mechanical and other curiosities. By the beginning of the nine-
teenth century the Hammermen were feeling the effect of the
building of the new town. Their powers were of no avail there
as 1t was entirely outside their jurisdiction. Fewer and fewer
members joined the Craft, and the passing of the Reform Bill of
1842 gave 'the death-blow to all such incorporated associations,
putting an end to every form of exclusive trading. Interest in
and funds for the support of the Chapel gradually faded away
and in 1857 the few surviving members decided to transfer it to
the Protestant Institute. The Institute was amalgamated with
the Scottish Reformation Society in 1965, and the Chapel is now
in the care of this body. Considerable restoration work has been
carried out and this is being extended as funds become available.
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. A request was réceived from the new Heriot Watt University
n. 1966 that the Society should make the Magdalen Chapel

available to the University as its Chaplaincy Centre. - A PRAYER
~ This request was cordially granted, and the old Chapel has -
thus acquired a new interest as a religious centre for the benefits (In regular use at the meetings of the Hammermen in the
of students attending Edinburgh’s new University. Magdalen Chapel.)
At the installation of the first Chaplain of the Heriot Watt

University, Lord Provost Herbert Brechin presented to the “ Most holy & blessed Lord, Make us thy servants mett
Chapel a beautiful lectern Bible which had been gifted to him a together befor the at this tyme, Mindfull that all things
few months previously by His Majesty, King Hussein of Jordan. 4 are naked & open before thy Majestie, with whom we

have to doe, Give us wee beseech thee to eye the in every-
thing we interpryze, & help & lead us through every
difficultie & strait we meet with, Keep our hearts near
thyself, Remove from us all partialitie, corrupt affec-.
tions & Divisione, And grant us thy Grace to goe about
everything we (by thy providence) shall happen to meet
with, with uprightness of heart & singlenesse of eye as
in_thy alseing sight & presence, So that the haill fruits
of our travell by thy special grace & assistance may
tend to the praise of thy dreadfull & blessed name, to the
weel of every one & the comfort & good of us who are
before the, And that for Christ thy sones sake, Blessed
Jor ever, Amen.”

10 - . Wrought Iron Screen, showing the Hammer and* Crown
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THE SCOTTISH REFORMATION SOCIETY

~ The Scottish Reformation Society was founded in 1850 and
since then has sought to promote a witness to the principles of
the Reformation which brought so many blessings to many parts
of the world.

The Society is inter-denominational in character and seeks to
~carry on its work in several ways. Public lectures are given on
the various facets of Reformation history and principles; good
evangelical literature is extensively used to inform and influence
the public mind on the great questions at issue between the
Reformed doctrine and all departures from this faith. These
two are bound up together with the issue of the Society’s official
magazine The Bulwark which appears in eleven issues each year.

The work is supported entirely by public subscriptions from
a wide area and contributions for the furtherance of this work are
always welcome and gratefully acknowledged.

The maintenance of the Magdalen Chapel as a worthy
historic monument of Scotland’s past has recently taken on new
meaning and the work of preserving this lovely old building will
continue and further work done as funds are available.

Fuller details on this work, either as a Society or in regard
to the Magdalen Chapel can be had from

The Secretary,
Scottish Reformation Society,

Magdalen Chapel 41 Cowgate
Edinburgh, EH1 1JR’

" to whom all contributions may be sent.

Kindly specify work to which any donation is given, e.g.
Society Funds or Magdalen Chapel Appeal Fund.

12

MAGDALEN CHAPEL RESTORATION PROJECT

Foranumber of years the possibility of undertaking aprogramme
of restoration and refurbishment of the Magdalen Chapel has been
discussed by various groups desirous of seeing this lovely old
building restored to its pristine beauty. It stands as a telling
reminder of our rich heritage and it depicts many aspects of
religious, social and cultural life in this rich pageant of history since
it was built.

After careful consideration of what would be involved in such a
project, and taking expert advice from our Architects, the Committee
of the Scottish Reformation Society decided to undertake this
work. It is a costly venture and we know a lot of hard work lies
ahead before even the possibility of the work commencing. We
have been assured of a grant from the Historic Buildings Council
which will cover approximately two-thirds of the cost but that
remaining one-third falls to the Society to raise.

BEFORE WORK CAN COMMENCE WE REQUIRE TO RAISE
£70,000. OUR DATE FOR THIS TARGET TO BE REACHED IS
APRIL 1991.

WE NEED YOURHELP AND WE WILL VALUE ALLSUPPORT
GIVEN TO THIS PROJECT WHETHER LARGE OR SMALL.

A Special Fund has been set up for this purpose and gifts may
be sent directly to the office or by Banker's Order directly to the
Fund. The details are as follows:

Hon. Treasurer
Magdalen Chapel Appeal Fund
Scottish Reformation Society
17 George |V Bridge
Edinburgh EH1 1EE.
OR THE ROYAL BANK OF SCOTLAND
14 George Street
EDINBURGH EH2 2YF
marking all gifts
MAGDALEN CHAPEL RENOVATION FUND
A/C No. 00256552 Scottish Reformation Society.

WILL YOU HELP US TO ACHIEVE OUR OBJECTIVE. YOUR
GIFT WILL BE APPRECIATED AND ACKNOWLEDGED.



