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ARt. X,t~Th8P(lttcrd41t; PczfJ'/er .FlagQ;;.. By JOHNF,. 
CUHWEN, F.S.A. 

S• ···· .• INCE about . the ... twelfth century the lai~Y' of . t~e 
... ' Roman Catholtc Church have only receIved H'oly 
COlnmuliion" in one kind. The chalice was withheld from 
them as, a matter of Chuf'chdiscipUne :(St. Thomas·~ Sflhi~rita 
Ill, Cap. 80, Art.l~) and the reasQnsrnus'thave been 
great to counterbalance the opposiUon 'whichfi.naily led 
up to the Hussite Wars 'Of :Rcfar.mation in BO:hcmiaand 
the disunion Qfthe Utraquists. \Vo can tber~forc dlsndss 
atonec any question ofa ·pre .. Re.fo:rmatiml date. . 
. J ~lmes I, in tile 20th Canon ,of 160.3-4, ordained that 

wine wa.~ H to 'be brought to the Communion Ta.ble in n 
dean and sweet standing pot or stoop of pewter1 if not 
.' f"' , '. :. , '. :'e . • m· et~ 1 n. and it's, fil'.Y" ·S"· ···ie t" . '" ~s; '·l·.m; AtI''1It "fow o pur r . ~ '. . . 1. ar . a . . Q Q¥. . • !. ..... v . lQi . .,.. , 

chuIches were in a position to procure any material other 
than pewt:er~ which was at once the ;cheapes,t. and most 
e;asily procurable. 

The 'Patterdale Terrier of 1749 gives: U lmprimiS one 
Pewter FlaggQn Two Pewter Plat:es one P,aten Item one 
'5:1 .. Ch..,l:-....... ~th;· the cover w .' 1nl · . "00· ·t l~ . . "".~ 11 , <uver ·· ,u.uc",.. ·n" ...... ... ;_.· . ........ : .. ·· 'elg 193' ..... \\ . ~ oun,,;.~:. 

The Terriero11867. however~ only mentions It One set of 
Communion Plate jn silve.r,~1 Behvecll these two d,ate$j 
viz. iUI,8SO<J, the Greenside Mining CQmpanymadean 
offering to the Church ofsuffi-cient u Hclvellyn :silver'~ 
to fashion into llCW veS5eJs~ N6wat tIlls tinlC lived one 
J~hnWalt9nJ Wl10 .prided,.h.in)SeU 'upon be..ing the dirtiest 
man in l'attet.aaiel so m.uch·soindeed that .. in his,Ylll b.e. 
10ft insttuctiopsfor . his. '. bodytp; be buried, ill tbes·ame 
state (Rev~ Vi, · P.~Iorrisj Records. 01' Ralleraalc,. p. 99)~ 
Besides 'being {l 'wal1er and joine:rJlc was ;alsoa, ·tooth
puUer,a tiosmith :all~a tinkcf,:So that it is not ~surptising 
tb-learn that.in some way or otJuYrh~ becamc 'p<)ss;essoo 



of the pewter flagon. 'Ye nc~thear of it ,at an auctlOI: 
salt; held in a £:oUagc at Hafts.op. soon after the time '!J ,~ 
lds d :.ath in 1892,wbcn the. sacred ve-ssd WQ:S purchaseci 
'by ,A.B.Dnnlop, Es,q., \vho now has th(~ s~\tlsIacHon nE 
rc.l'urnhlg itJ a,t the suggestiun vi Col. 'Yest,oll, to tjl i. 

chm'clL 
Chaffers tens us tJmtHH: '('arHest :flagons, ()if the time; (,: 

Queen Eliz-fihcth.\\'m~c fasl)imlCd into round bulbou~ 
~)dics" but that about tbe ycarx,60o the tankard typl: 
came into voglle. 5Qherc 'w(~ 1ind O\lr ~fiagon standhlf 
nine-,llnd .. thrc-e-qllarterinches , Jdgl\ or cigl~t-and-t.htt~(·~ 
qml.l'ters to tile lid" Frol"1l a plain 1,")\'010 b~sc or' six :intL 
diantder :and tbrQugh a. vt~ry flut d()nblc-og~e ban<l t tilt: 
sid~s taptlr npwat<:h;, with ~lpeTf~ct cntasis to the tor' 
wllicit" at four inch diatll,et,(;-r.is just cnn"'Cd Quhv(u;d:
with(>ut any $pol,lt or ball-like drill, l~h(!Hd is bcat~z~ 
up or d()rncd~n t\'{O curv~s witbQut any .knob; the thutld,· 
piece rescmbles a fern frondan<1 the front edge i$ sirnpl~\' 
o'rl1anl(~ntcd witlls<!rratcd cuts. The tnassivc handh: 
which proJc:ds four inches, 'S merely so]dcn~d on Hn1 body 
'witllout allY intct'vcningpatera~ ahd on it \\'C jind tOt 
initia.l::; T.D. as the only mark. Xl is this perfect sirt~ .. 
]>Udty wbicbstamps it as a: ve~s ~l of the early SCVciltc'n't:, 
,century; {l. dignity of f()rm~ an absence of(1xtntileOI!~ 

dccot~"UQn an.d n righlnc$s of proportion that ~,:te quit ·: 
lacking in fi.agons, ()falater date. Tamperbigwith th~' 
md",n,l illt,cs-rHy oftllc plain!7udaccsbychaslng or ctt· 
b6ssing',in high rclic'w,as 'rarely ll)ct 'Yrith 'dnringtbc' bci' ~ 
period, when. the craftsmen made their wax:e [$)1' \ls'e an·: 
d(~$igll'cd thcrri fot' easy and \\'llQUycmCi~nt d<:ansingi , 

That it bears. Jlo<markofqu,ali,tybcside tllC :illitia]s I'.D 
may seem to beat 'first sigll~ in c()l)trttYcntionQf t},;-, 

vad<nt5st(ttufcs whichc;:nnctthal CV(!,ry ma'kershon~ ': 
*t ~\:t 111£LrrHu'k upon~lnplate before ~tthl,git to sale" 
'but (:hurch plate, if ol'dercdto be m'i:tde, had ]ll) need :: 
he set Jor salealld, being t;oJls<tcrat<:d tocbul'cb " use 'v~, 



cons.idered as incttlpabJe of being rc .. sold (It S. Fe rgtlson, 
Old Church, Plate, P.I7). 

The, nagon weighs :3 Ibs.g ozs, .. axrd holds (our pints. 
TQ our moderrtidcas this will appear of great si1.~}, but 
itln\lSt be remembered that, in the sUlallcr cburcbc,s at 
l~ast, 'the Sacramcnt\v~lsonlv ,administered at rare: inter-. - . . 

\'a.15 and that a ,ccrtain~\n1()Unt of civil di;-;ubiUty tltt~lched 
I O ihosn who did not then ,omnwnii:ate. A larg.c C011-

~r(;ba~io:n more content with a sup than a sip w<.ndd 
therefore render tJ1C 'size somewltat necessary. 

It is vcry desirable that pe\ ... h~l' \'ess.t<ls 'I,,,'hfc1t tm\'c bCoCnused 
iortbc pllrposcs o(HolJf Comnnlllzon shm!ld be c;;u'ehIUy prc. 
;ft'fvcd, even \\;h~n their place luts b.~n uL,kcn. by Sil\' cl utCI:w:il:a; 
.hero is a tCrrl:Ptnfion bl neg'lect UIC1l'l ns (l{ no value: ; buttherc. 
~$ nlUCh 'of ltistodeal interest .o.:tta'ching to thl!SCpcwtor vessels, 
~!lU they deserve Do place in the trca$\,lry 'o£ thcparisllto 'which 
':bey belong. (Bishop Goodwin's Pastoral. Chrlst:XllttS" :rSSQ, 'p. 15). 


