




























Figure6. Page from aB. G. S. & <;0. trade catalogue 
(Volume I) picturing a coffeepot. Figure 7. Page from a B. G. S. & Co. trade catalogue 

(Volume I) picturing candlesticks, a snuffbox, and 
a footed cup. 

Figure 8. Page from a B. G. S. & Co. trade catalogue (Volume 3) picturing teapots . 
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Figure 9. Page from a B. G. S. & Co. trade catalogue-(Volume 3) picturing spoons and forks, each sold by the 
dozen. 

Figure 10. Page from a B. G. S. & Co. trade catalogue (Volume 3) picturing waiters. 
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Figure 11. B. G. S. & Co. marks on the underside of the teapot in Figure 2b. 

Figure 12. B. G . S. & Co. marks on the underside of one of the beakers in Figure 4b. 
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J\'IERIDEN BRITANNIA COMPANY, Mericlen, Connecticut, IBS2-? 
Britannia. Plentiful. 

This company made teapots, lamps, candlesticks, dishes and other 
articles of late form, which are of little value or interest to collectors 

j • 

A Britannia Tobacco Box 

by Richard L. Bowen, Jr. 

A great number of pewter and britannia 
"boxes" of various shapes exist. Most are by 
unknown makers, and the original use of most 
of the boxes is also unknown, although many 
have haz:arded positive uses which are not 
necessarily correct. A case in point is the oval 
(I 1/4 " x I 3/ 4") "nutmeg" box 4 5/8" long 
marked COLDWELL which is illustrated by 
Laughlin.1 An illustration from a Dixon and 
Smith (1815 -1822) catalog shows that this 
"nutmeg" box was instead a cigar box. 2 A well 
known American example is Ashbil Griswold's 
4 112"diameter "soap" box. 3 However, since a 
mirror was originally fitted inside of the lid, it 
might be wondered if this were not indeed a 
shaving box; circular shaving boxes were 
known .4 The ubiquitous snuff box was also 
made in pewter and britannia in many shapes. 

An interesting britannia box is shown in Fig. 
I . It is a large box,S" high with a bottom 
diameter of 4 7/ 8··. One might guess that it was a 
tobacco box by comparison with a number of 

Fig. I. Britannia tobacco box made by Meriden 
Britannia Company,S" high with a bottom 
diameter 0 [ 4 718 ". 
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large English circular britannia tobacco boxes. 5 

One could also guess that it was made by the 
Meriden Britannia Company of Meriden, Con­
necticut, since the hinged lid is made from the 4 
3/ 16" diameter base of the small gadrooned 
candlesticks made by that company with the 
top of the base above the false bottom cut off. 
Both of these suppositions are verified by illus­
trations in the Meriden Britannia catalogs of 
unplated britannia ware where the box is 
described as a "Bar Tobacco Box" (Fig. 2). 

Fig. 2. Bar tobacco box illustrated in the 
Meriden Britannia Company catalogs of 
common britannia ware from 1855 to 1872. 
Enlarged 2.2 times the catalog illustration. 

The artist's rendering is remarkable; his pro­
portions are off slightly but he has captured the 
object faithfully, even to the umbrella-like 
finial and the small projecting hinge. 

The body of the box was made from a 
bottom casting of a shape used on a number of 
coffee pots and teapots of the period as shown 
by coffee pot No. 134 from the 1855 britannia 
catalog (Fig. 3). This bottom section was 
turned upside down for the tobacco box so that 
the large diameter was at the bottom. The 
inside of the box in Fig. 1 is in brilliant mint 
condition with a mirror finish, an indication of 
how britannia ware was originally sold. This 

tobacco box was illustrated in every catalog of 
unplated britannia ware that Meriden Britannia 
issued from 1855 to the last one in 1872. 
Hundreds of these must have been sold over a 
twenty year period. We are fortunate in having 

·~"7"'~~ 

one survive, which because of its mint condi­
tion, must have spent a long time in someone's 
attic. 

Fig. 3. No. 134 coffee pot shown in the 1855 
Meriden Britannia Company catalog showing 
the shape of the pot bottom which, when 
turned upside down, formed the body of the 
bar tobacco box . Enlarged 20070 over the 
catalog illustration. 
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Fig. 25 .. ,:I'wo marked ciboria by 1-lom 'lIl and Co . 
. ~ . 


