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F. BRUSCHWEILER (ANTIQUES) LTD
41-67 LOWER LAMBRICKS,
RAYLEIGH, ESSEX SS6 7TEN

85,000 square feet of Antiques
We carry a large varied stock of:

W:llnu‘l. Mahogany, Oak and Pine furniture running through from
Georgian, Victorian, Edwardian, plus some carlier picces, also 1920s
shipping goods.

 Thelargest stock of Antiques in the South of England.
Weaim to carry stock to suit all markels — why not pay us a visit for your
next requirements.

o _Open Saturday and Sunday by Appointment.
CONTAINER PACKING CARRIER OUT AT YERY COMPETITIVE PRICES
We olfer facilitics for packing 20[L and 4071 containers by expert packers.
All documentation altended to. We are within casy reach of London by

rail and road.
“SEND FOR OUR BROCHURE”
_ . . MEMBER OF LLAP.AD.A.
\", ‘Telephone: Alter hours:
ﬂ\\ Bt Rayleigh (01268) 773761 Maldon (01621) 828152

P (01268) 773932 FAX:01268-773-318 _
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BRUSCHWEILER
ANTIQUES (LTD).

41-67 Lower Lambricks, Rayleigh, Essex, SS6 7TEN
Tel: 01268 773761 Fax: 01268 773318

“ALWAYS A GREAT SELECTION OF
BARS IN STOCK”

LETTERS TO
THE EDITOR

Pewter donor speaks
out on museum policy

DEAR SIR,

Peter Hornsby's article in
Gazette No 1241 (Junc 8) rightly
points out the dilemma that
faces the private collector when
he sccks to defend for the
national heritage an outstand-
ing collection to which he has
devoted a lifetime and a consid-
crable amount of moncy.

He also rightly points out
that had it not been for the
vision of the Shakespeare Birth-
place Trust, my own collection
of British pewter would have
left for Colonial Williamsburg
in the States, never (o return.

Where he seems to err, how-
ever, is in suggesting that the
essential problem is muscum
finance. In my case there was no
question of any sale or lax
break. I was aware of the limit-
ed pockets of the National
Muscums of Scotland, so it did
not even cross my mind to scek
the natural home of an Edin-
burgh museum.

I offered the collection Lo
the University of Edinburgh,
who called in as their technical
advisor Mark Jones, Director of
the National Musecums of Scot-
land who opined on a collection
hie had never seen and rejected
an invitation to view as quile
unnecessary.

An assistant later made a
semi-private visit, and [inally
three months of silence were
broken by the offer to put the

collection into store in remote
Granton provided 1 funded a
Chair of Pewler for more than
£500,000.

It will come as no surprise
that at this point my offer to the
university was withdrawn, nor
that an approach to the Burrell
Collection suggested by (he
Waorshinlul Company of
Pewlerers fell on barren ground
(we had not realised this musc-
um also formed part of the
NMS network).

The essential problem, in
short, is the attempt of those
who run our muscums to dic-
tate terms to any who challenge
their universal competence, and
their own preferences.

This is a spirit totally foreign
to the Metropolitan Muscum
of New York and Colonial
Williamsburg.

They all are enthusiasts and
willing to learn. Here our ser-
vants have become our masters.
Their inclinations define what
is our national heritage. This is
the real problem that Peter
Hornsby misses — perhaps out
of discretion.

All of this has been widely
aired on television and in the
press north of the border. 1 feel,
however, that your readers
should be aware of the real
issucs.

Alex Neish,
Edinburgh

Boilerhouse
blues

DEAR SIR,

1 would be interested to know
il the directors, editors and read-
ers of the Gazetre applaud or are
appalled by the proposed new
Boilerhouse extension Lo the Vie-
toria and Albert Muscum.

Will this new explosion be a
magnet to attract people to the
V&A and (o London or just
another eyesore we have (o
endure for the sake ol the pom-
posity ol architects?

Elizabeth J. Keeble,
The Elizabethan Antiques,
Farcham, Hampshire

Mrs Diggle’s pies

DEARSIR,

I was very interested to read
in Gazette No 1239 (May 25)
aboul auclion rooms scrving
food. Long ago, when you couid
still buy a grandfather clock for
under £100 and before Sotheby’s
and Phillips had salerooms in
Chester, there was a (irm called
Sweltenhams, where trade and
public flocked, not only for bar-
gains but for the food.

As the auctioneer sold the last
few lots of the morning scssion
and the smell of hot pies came
drifting across the saleroom a
queue  started to form  and
already pcople from outside
started Lo come in because word
had got around. I wouldn’t have
wanted to own those last few lots:
little attention was paid to them.

As a bachclor, whenever 1
held a dinner party 1 always got
Mrs Diggle (the creator of those
marvellous foods) to make me a
chicken and mushroom pic or
something similar. So many peo-
ple thought I'd made it all... Sorry
Mrs Diggle, and thank you.

Keith Appleby,
Farmhouse Antiques, Chester

[ COMBESBURY ANTIQUES

Susan and Trevor Micklem, Combesbury Farm, Buckland St. Mary, Chard, Somerset, TA20 3ST
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All 1s not lost
DEAR SIR,

On the Monday of the last
Newark fair I had an appoint-
ment to keep. 1 looked at my
walch to find to my horror that it
was no longer on my wrist; clear-
ly the strap had broken.

Insurance  companies, of
course, require one Lo report the
loss, so with heavy heart T went
to the organiser’s office and
asked for a lost property form.
The person behind the desk
asked me to describe the watch.
“An Omega  Constellation
Chronograph  Automalic,” 1
replicd.“*Would it be this?™ he
asked, holding my watch aloft.

I was amazed. May I take this
opportunity to thank the person
who kindly handed in my watch.
Sadly he or she left no name or
address.

Clearly all is not lost.

Barrie Hawlin,
Ipswich,
Sulfolk

Something lost...

DEAR SIR,

I apologise to the lady from
Gibraltar who left a message on
my answerphone in response o
my advertisement in the Gazette
on May 1. The telephone num-
ber she left was lost.

If she writes to me 1 promisce
I will respond.

Tan C. Roberts,

Ryefield House Antiques,
Skipton Road,

Bradley BD20 9EF

...something

gained
DEAR SIR,

Thank you for recounting the
cxperiences of Peter Christic
(Gazette No 1240, June 1): my
sceurity has improved. In future
I will never leave an open pad-
lock unattended.

Dennis YWoodman,
Kew, Surrey
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