




Fig. 2. Covered pewter chalice attributed to Heyne. 
Height 11 % inches . (See also the frontispiece .) Heyne's 
splendid chalices are the only known American ex-

. amples with covers . Hershey Museum of American Life, 
Hershey, Pennsylvania. 

"He also makes himself many sorts of Pewterer's 
work, such as small butter dishes, ditto dishes, por
ringers .. . . " Yet, only one marked porringer by Heyne 
is known, and it is being published here for the first 
time (Fig. 5) . It is shown beside a covered sugar bowl, 
and a comparison of measurements suggests that the 
top section of the body of the sugar bowl and the 
bowl of the porringer may have come from the same 
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Fig. 3 . . Pewter canteen or dram bottle made by Heyne. Marked ' 
on the bottom with the small I-C-H and LANCASTER. Height 5!h 
inches. Private collection. 

mold and that the lid of the sugar bowl and the base 
of the chalice shown in Figure 2 may also have come 
from a common mold . 
. Another Heyne sugar bowl-in this case more 

properly called a pyx or a ciborium-forms part of a 
five-piece communion service that was discovered by 
Eric de Jonge, all but one piece still in their eight
eenth-century wrappings .9 

Heyne made the only known eighteenth-century 
pewter candlesticks marked by an American maker 
(see Fig. 6). These remarkable baroque creations re
semble seventeenth- and eighteenth-century Italian 
and Germanic models and are a marked departure 
from Heyne's graceful chalices and sugar bowls and 
his simple beakers. 

Johann Christoph Heyne was a most capable pew
terer, whose designs differed notably from the English 
tradition in which the great majority of American 
pewterers ' were trained. His ingenuity, versatility, 
and craftsmanship rank him with the best American 
pewterers. 

Fig. 4 . Pewter beaker made by Heyne. Marked on the bottom with 
the crowned -I-C-H-. Height 4 3;'. inches . Henry Francis du Pont 
Winterthur Museum; photograph by courtesy of the museum_ 



Fig. 5. Left: Covered pewter . sugar bowl .made by Heyne. 
Marked inside the lid with the small I·CoH. Height 5Yz inches. 
Private collection. Right: Pewter porringer made by Heyne. 
Marked on the handle with the small loCoH. Diameter of bowl, 
4'Y. inches. Private collection. Covered bowls such as the one 
illustrated here may have been used for sugar at home and as 
pyxes (or ciboria) to hold the Host when they were part of a 
communion service. The porringer is the only known example 
of the form marked by Heyne and the only surviving Pennsyl
vania porringer with a so-called old English handle . 
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Fig. 6 . One of four pewter candlesticks made by Heyne. 
Marked LANCAST~R and loC.H in the oval plaque on another 
face of the candlestick. Height 21 'A inches. These are the only 
known marked candlesticks made by an American pewterer 
before 1800. They are also the largest known pieces of American 
pewter. The initials IHS over three nails in the oval plaque 
visible in this view led scholars to suspect that the candlesticks 
had been made for a Roman Catholic church. This was at least 
in part confirmed when it was found that one pair was once 
the property of the Most Blessed Sacrament Church of Bally, 
Pennsylvania (Charles F. Montgomery, A History of American 
Pewter [New York, 1973], pp . 90-91 and p. 210, n. 2). Winterthur 
Museum; photograph by courtesy of the museum. 
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