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fig. 1.-A group of Jersey pewter including a set of lidded measures with" pinched" out 
necks and" twin acorn" thumb pieces, 

T HEH,E is no reason to doubt that pe\ner 
\\'as used in the Channel I slands to much 
the same extent as in England, but the only 

form in \\'hich it appears that can be said to be 
peculiar to the locality is the :Measure, compara­
ti \'e!y large numbers of which ha \'e come down 
to us, dating chiefly from the early 18th century 
and usually in good condition, A~ far as is 
kno\\'n these measures, although probably made 
for the most part in England (and therefore 
classified as English pewter) \\'ere used only in 
the Islands, 

The pewterers who made them are at least 
se \'en in number. hut it is by no mean~ certain 
that any of them actually worked in either of the 
t\\'o principal i~lands, Guernsey or J er,;ey, T \\'0 

of them, indeed, though bearing typically hland~ 
names. were actually members of the \\'orshipful 
Company of Pe\\'terers of London; and. although 
this might not preclude their working in the 
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I slands. it is more likely that they \\'ere Islanders 
\\'ho had set up in business in London and sa \\' a 
profitable market in their erst\\'hile home~, 

There are three types of measure, of which t\\'o 
are liddecl and one ul1lidded; as to locality, they 
are diyided broadly into t\\'o groups, Guernsey 
(one lidded type) and Jersey (one lidded and one 
t111Iidded). corresponding of course with the 
locality in \\'hich respecti\'ely they are found, I 
say" are found ." hut actually the bulk of the old 
pe\\' ter has left the blands, I \\'as recently in­
formed that. prior to the \\'ar. one of the 
principal dealer~ in Jersey had a collection of 900 

pieces. mo,;t of \\'hich had since gone to English 
dealers, The fact remains. ho\ye\'er. that though 
it is difficult in these days to find pieces in the 
bland~. they are fairly ea~ily obtainable in 
London. and at reasonable prices, 

,-\s so frequently happens \\'hen stanc1arcb are 
~et up, each of these three types is found to 
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fig. 2.-A set of Guernsey lidded measures show in g the band~ round the body and neck, th e strut at the bottom of each handle, and more elaborate ba~e than the Jersey measure". 

exhibit \·ariation ~. the mo:,t important of ,,-hich 
\yill be mentioned later. 

T o take the lidded types first : These ha\-e 
se\-eral feature s in C0111mon. Their general form 
and outlines are seen in Figures I and 2 . \yhich 
sho,,- the Jersey and Guernsey types respectinly. 
The necks are ., pinched" out in front to permit 
of easy pouring (the difficulty of accurate pour­
ing from a circular mouth. especially one of 
fairly large diameter, does not seem to ha \-e 
occurred to English pe\yterers till a nry late 
period, which accounts for the numerous cases in 
\\'hich spout:; han been added to existing flagon~. 
etc_. at later dates). The lid:; are heart-shaped to 
conform to this plan; thumb-pieces are of the 
" t\\-in acorn" type, and a re joined to the lids by 
plain ba rs of rectangular ~ection. 

In these detail s of neck, lid and thumb-pi ece, 
the makers " 'ere probably inHuenced by the 
French" Pichet " measures 0 f the period (Figure 
3) \\-hi ch were undoubtedly \\sed in the Channel 
Island:; at the sam e time a~ those \\-e are consider­
ing. The I~land:, :-; till. o f course. exhibit Xor\11an­
French characteri~tics to a con:,iderable degree. 
Their nati\-e inhabitants are largely bilingual ; 
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and it is of interest to note that French influence 
played it s part eyen in the manufacture of pe,,-ter. 

Broadly speaking, the principal difference be­
t\\-een Jersey and Guernsey lidded measures is 
one of decoration. The former type has a 
perfectly plain body \yith a base formed by a 
simple 0\-010 moulding. It ,,-ould be difficult to 
imagine a simpler form. and it is pleasing by 
reason of this fact. 

The Guernsey type is usually relieyed from 
se \'ere plainness by t\yO \yide horizontal bands, one 
round the broadest part of the body and the other 
hal f-\\-ay up the neck, each band being diyided into 
three by deep incised lines_ The base is separately 
formed o f a ser ies of out\yard sloping mouldings. 

Thi~ form o f ornament is dignified and entirely 
adequate. The bands or fillets prO\-ide just the 
right amount of relief. but require the more 
elabora re ba"e to complete the \1loti f, and the 
decoratin effect of this type is as pleasing as is 
the plainne,.;:-: of the o ther. 

It i,.;. ho\\-eYer. precisely in this use of banded 
decuration that the principal exception to the 
other\\-i,.;e g-enerally standardised form of Guerl1-
:-:ey mea,.;ure occurs. a,.; a cOlllparati\-ely small 

c 

( 

( 
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number of measures is kno,,'n \yhich, ,,·hile 
othenyise of Guernsey type. either omit the 
hands altogether, or merely outline them by lines 
in the body. A. further difference bet"'een the 
t,,·o types is seen in the handle "'hich, in Jersey 
measures, is usually fixed at the 100yer end direct 
to the body, ,,·hereas in Guernsey measures a 
.. strut" inten·enes. That this is not al\yays the 
case, howe\'er, may be seen in Figure I, where 
the largest Jersey measure has a .. strut" at the 
10"'er end of the handle. 

The Jersey lid\ess type may be dismissed in d 

few words. It is similar in design to its lidded 
brother and it i,; clear that many \yere actually 
intended to ha \'e lids, as the hinge shoulders ha \'e 
been cast on the handles, but ha\"e ne\"er been 
p:erced for the hil1ge pins. 

Fi(!. 3.-Three French 
.. t:>ichet" m e'I"; ure" 
u"ed in the Channel 
bland" during the 

18th century. 

\ -arious marks, official and othenyise. are 
found on these measure,;, but ,,·hate\·er regula­
tions gO\'erned them seem to ha ye been Yen' 
loosely applied. In the case of pe,,·ter made for 
use in England at the same period one can be 
rea,;onably certain of finding a pe\\"terer's touch, 
or ib reinains, on nearly eyery piece. In the 
present instance. hO\ye\"er, only the Guernsey 
measures appear to ha\'e been con,;i,;tently marked 
with their makers' touches; the l"rgest of the 
Jersey lidded measures is u,;ually, though not 
ahyays, marked, as are some ie,,' of the inter­
mediate size:', hut it i,; rare to find any touch 
upon the smaller sizes or upon the "'hole range of 
llnlidded measures. 
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.-\gain, in England, the" crU\\"11ed X," denoting 
quality, is usual on best quality metal; but though 
Channel blands metal generally fall,; \yithin that 
category, the quality mark is rarely found. 

Other marks occasionalh' found on these 
measures are :-

( I) The stamped initia\:; G. R .. probably some 
form of excise mark. I f the letter:, are of large 
size and stamped upon the left side of the lip 
(looking from the handle for"'ard) they stand 
for George I or II. I f on the oppo,;ite side, and 
of smaller size, they belong to the later Georgian 
period. 

(2) .:\ rose, or sometimes a rose and a ftcnr­
dc-Iy.\'; thi,; is obscure in meaning but may ha\"e 
reference to English pe,,·ter exported to the 
l:;lands. 

(3) Om1er's initials (seen 111 Figure 4, 
I.M.L.). and 

(4) The stamped lahel .. GlT:.R.:\ESEY ,. 
(sic) \yith the initials Ns. L. Ct. (Figure 4) . As 
la this, definite information is lacking. other than 
that this form of the Island name "'as in general 
use at the period in que,;tion. The matter is 
further complicated by reason of it,; appearance 
in a fe\y cases on Jersey mea,,;ures. The theory 
ha:-; he en ach'anced that the initial~ :,tand for 
Xichola,; le Couteur. a familiar G\lern,;ey name, 
and that this per;;on "'a:-; a retailer of harchyare. 
incl\lding- the product:; of pe\\"terer,;. ,,·hich he 
imported for ,;ale in Guernsey. marking them 
,,·ith hi" initials and the name of the bland. 
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:\5 has been "aid. "e\'en pe\\'terers are knU\l'Il 
to ha \'e made Channel blands mea ;; ure~ , The"e 
are ;-

( 11 John de Saint Croix. \\'ho joined the l'e\\'teras' 
Company in 1729, 
Toseph \ \'ingod . joined the Company in 1721 
'and became its :\Iaster in 1767, Hi s business 
\\'as at TO\\'er \\,harf. 

(3) A .. Carter. a London maker. ci rca 1;-1-0. oi 
\\'hom no reco rds appear to 
exis t. 

(-1-1 Tames T\,sot. oi \\'estminster. 
~\\'h o joi;led the Company in 
1733. became RenteI' \\'arden 
in 176-1- and died in 17/1. 

(S'I John le :\en:·\\'. circa 17-1-0. un­
recorded , in London and pos­
sibh' resident in Terse\, . \\'here 
the 'name is iairiy CO~1l11On, 

16) \\'illiam de Terse\,. a London 
maker \\'ho' j ~ined the Com­
pany in 1732. \\'as :\Iaster in 
17/3. and died in 178S. and 
\I'hose plaCe oi business \\'as 
at :\0, 38. Cannon Street. 

(7 1 .-\n unknown maker oi Terse\' 
lidded measures \\'ho t;sed ~ 
stork as his touch , 

talh-. is a most \'aluable help in identifying a 
maker \\'hose touch \\'as badly struck or has 
become worn out or affected b\' corrosion), 

Tohn de Saint Croix used four hall marks on 
pl~tes, but the initial punch contains, not his o\\'n 
initials, but the letters 1. \ \'. Is it not possible that 
these stand for J oseph \Yingoc!:' If so, it \I'ould 
point to some sort of partnership bet\\'een them; 
and \\'hen it IS added that de Saint Croix made 

Jersey measures only, whilst 
\\ ' ingod confined his attention 
to Guernseys. interest 15 111-

creased, 
.-'-nother minor point is that 

on Guernsey measures made by 
Carter. the initials S,M. nearly 
ah\'ays appear. These are prob­
ably those of the importer as 
mentioned earlier. 

An interesting sidelight upon 
a possible trade relationship is 
found in the case of the fir st 1\\'0 

mentioned pe\\'terers, 
~-o mention has hitherto been 

made of \I'hat are known as 

Fig, ,t-.-\ Guernsey heart-shaped 
lid showing a rose on either side 
the initials 'Ns, L. Ct., and stamped 
.. Guernese\'," The initials I.M,L. 

To those \yith a hankering 
a fter old pe\l'ter I suggest that 
an admirable and comparati\'ely 
inexpensin start might be made 
by building up a set of t\\'o at 
least of the three types \\'hich 
ha \'e been mentioned. A full 
set of the Jersey lidded type 
comprises six measures, and of 
Guernseys three onl~', Of un­
lidded Jerseys there are fi\'e, the 
largest size being omitted, A 
most effectin display is ob­

are th'ose of the owner, 

,. hall marks" for the reason that the\' are ne\'~r 
found on Channel Islands measur~s, These 
marks were, howe\,er , \'ery frequently used by 
English pe\\'terers, They usually consisted of 
four small punches, three of \\'hich contained 
some simple de\'ice. and the fourth the maker's 
initials, They are called" hall marks " by rea~on 
of their similarity to those used on sih'er, But 
\I'hereas the regulations of the \'arious Guild:, of 
Goldsmiths and Sih'ersmiths necessitated the 
stamping of their marks (which wa s usually done 
at the Hall of the Guild or Company-hence the 
name) the Pe\\'terers' Company had no such regu­
lation (being only concerned \I' ith touche:, and 
the quality mark). and these so-called ., hall 
marks ,. appear to ha\'e been merely imitations of 
those u:,ed hy sih'er:,mith~. and the de\'ices cho"en 
at the \\'him of the indi"idual pewterer. The 
latter. ho \\'e\'e r. nearly ah\'ays introduced hi~ 
initial s into one of the punches (\\'hich. inciden-
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tained by arranging t\yO sets at opposite ends of 
a shelf \yith the largest sizes outermost, descend­
ing to the smallest in the centre. with, say, a 
Lt or 16 inch pe\\'ter dish at the back in the 
middle. The tOllt cl/sell/ble, if the pieces are \yell 
polished. is delightful. They can usually be 
obtained from those London dealers who specia­
lise in old pe\\'ter, andarrangements can no doubt 
be made for the pieces to be cleaned and poli~hec1 
if necessary, 

U am illdebted to Jfr, .-4, E. Kill/bell of Messrs, 
H, C7' ,-1, Kimbell, for th e loall of the photographs 
rC/,l'ndllccd ill Fi[llll'CS 1 alld -1-) , 

THE Editor of THE Ai\!IQUE COLLECTOI~ 
invites readers to submit .. Test Your Know­

ledge" questions and answers, based on a 
particular subject, on the lines of those that have 
been appearing in recent issues, There should be 

six or se\'en questions in each set. 
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