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. ‘each ‘classification is.divided into many sub-sections, and collectors

f
i
b
]

)

“..which time the Companies and Guilds which had formerly controlled}
. the manufacture of pewter had, to a great and ever-increasing exte
“lost their control, with the result, among others, that the markingi .

i

i, to obtain ‘‘ bargains’’ in country towns and villages. The effect. of

‘tthe habit had
“ity, with results that were .generally pleasing, czften, curious, .and

" illustrated. :

! There are certain exceptions, however. The Scottish horn _mulls
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A selection of ‘\pewter snuff-boxes, including the vave hovse's head
. pattern. - Sporting, = historical and topogvaphical (St. Paul's
" Cathedral) subjects will glso be noticed in the decovations.

HE business of collecting has tended to' become increasingly °
T specialised of late years. Whereas in times past people -
‘collected old furniture, silver, china, ‘pottery, etc.,” picking up::
here one piece and there another, irrespective of period or type, and .
content ] each piece should be good of its kind, in these days -

specialise under, say, medieval, oak; walnut
countless other sub-divisions.of each ‘subject. ;
This tendency 1o specialise has not affected collectors of old pewter .
o any great. extent up to now, though it is not unknown, o R

However, the buildang-,ul) of @ really representative collection is
nowadays not the comparatively inexpensive matter that it was; old:
pewter has become increasingly centralised, and it is rarely possible

, spoons, makers, and

for_a-sub-division on which le can
maging. his pocket,

W i i

this, is to compel the collector of strictly limited -means to_ search
is- collg b full;

"bowes and. othey palterns, 11‘wludz‘ng 3
he. three smallest boxes neay. the. .
llustration. :

e t < ry; who stamped his™
name in &' on' ' “the lids. ' Then again,
certain of these boxes 'bear the marks of Samuel Dé&ncumb, a
Birmingham pewterer, “Wwho  Was. working between circa 1740 and
1780 ; but the great majority have no marks whatsoever, '
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2 The box imitating a Scottish snuff mull is one of the yvavest. . Wit
STt vdtds @ box fashioned as a flintlock pistol. L

form of & horn, similar 40 those fashioned ‘by Durie, but made com-
gletaly of. %e‘siw-bar (Fig. ZL The three small boxes seen towards the

- bottomof I'ig, 3. are patch-boxés, and 'the shoes above them were

“used for needles as well as snuff, : b
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Tt is of one of these * side lines ' that I write, one that can still : ably in quality, some.boxes being heavy and strong and others thin
be indulged in with great-satisfaction by those who do -not, feel ' &R fragile, but one outstanding feature, of special value to would-be
that they can facé up to the rarer and earlier pieces .~ . ' + collectors, is that seldom does an exact replica occur; this fact adds

The extent to which snuff-taking prevailed and the long innings:; enormously to the fascination’of collecting them.
led to the manufacture of great qyantities of snuff.
boxes and mulls.” To those who could afford it,. silver, naturally, .
appealed, but for the poorer man pewter- was available and, ag will
be seen, every variety of design was employed to produce individual-

. oraft which: I have seen was gathered together fyom the four corners
.-of ‘Britain—g feat  which wI‘irr.uJ.%ine s almost impossible of  achieve-
ment to-day-—and-was charming Y displn}y;ed' on black velvet mounted
trays.. ‘FEach - piece - carefully’ so ‘that -the decoration

sometimes amusing,

The metal from which. these boxes were, mmié varies. consider- |

The ‘sole collection of these delicate little pieces of the pewterars" :

'One, of the',rarest of these many designs.is that which takes the -

trays. Each pisco yas. carefully .
; : ; should. nbt( be- damaged, and ‘the- effedt was-delightful, - .
In addition to snuff-boxes the malkers produced needle-cases, patch- 2 T g

‘boxes and even vinaigrettes, some of which are included in the gronps

There-is comparatively little that can be said about tﬁeaé‘i)dxes;‘
They were seldom marked- with their makers’ touches,. and .this is
understandable. 48 the majority are of early 19th. century dats, by.

‘of wares was no longer enforced.

all made by one Durie
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mounted in' pewter 3) were nearly
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i Uilshive makey, . Duyie. (

ulls'of .omi-,n‘zwnt;d? pewter weye _hearlj/ qll-mﬁda by an Abbi‘kean
s ol . : R i




