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' A ' s~lectiO)l 01 \pewter 'snutl-boxes, ilieiudiltg' flie 'rd~e ' 
'Pattern. " SportinQ:' , historical alld ' topogmphical (St. Paul's 

; , Cathedral) subjects will ~lso be noticed in the decorations. 
. ' t ~ • • .. " 

': THlE business 'O'f cO'llecting has tended ,to ' becO'me increasingly , , 
: ISpecialised O'f late years. Wlhereua in times past peO'ple 
' \ ' :cO'llected O'ld furn,iture, silver, china, 'pottery, etc., picking up ' , 
" here O'ne piece and ,there anO'Vher,. irrespective O'f periO'd or rtype; and , 

<i(;nteIit flh,rut e',tch piec~ .8hO'ul~ ,: begO',?d of i,ts l~;nd, iri these ' day~ , 
'" each. ',c)aI!81fica.tlOn IS ; dlVld~d mto many sub-sectIOns,. and, cO'llectors 

speClahse under, ' say, med,ooval,. O'ak; walnut" SPO'O',ns, mak~r8,' and 
i: ,countless oth~r sub-divisiO'ns"of each 'subject. " , ' ,', '" 
}i .' This tende,ncy 'w ', specialise ha.s ··not. a.ff€cted collectors of old pe~er' ":':j:;' ', ' 
I' ,to any greart. , exten:~ u~ to' now,': thO'ugh it is not unknown. ,' , ,,' ' ~ ," ' :! :i : ' 1 
f ' However, ~e buiJdong',up :(l 'n: ' ~en.Hy 'representartive cO'llectiO'n is ,f,','" 

nO'wadays not the c~mpara~ively ' inexpe~sive mat~er .that it was; .O'ld ;':,:: .'~, ' ,: 
" pewter .has becO'm.e, mcr,easmgly cent,rahsed, ' It IS ~arely PO'lISlb)(h :'~:<'{ , 
° " to cbtam " bargams'~ JD country tO'wns The effect, O'f (, , (I,,~, 
'I this "is ,to' ~O'mpei <the CO'I1~to~ O'f , ' ' (" 
', .'filr_ IIdub.divisiOll: cn ,which ne' , 
Ii;-":"Dlay";wi£!icut , damaging, his ,DUICK,eur " " :~'}i';:;:;:'!:'~;~l!Yi~;~~i~i~~ W' -v l i": '1 ,1" "t~ ,;t" ;-"\ ' '''*~-- ~ ,!, .. t-~l ·.· ~ '. : (}t/" "" , :" , ":,. '" ' ,',!:,o' 
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t " ' ,,,, " ,, ;: " ' " ' , " , ' " , fO'rm, of a ' 
r ,';h TJie' box imit~li~;; a S.~oitis~ /nutlmuiii~OI;e of t!16' ~aresl: ~" ~ pletely of. 
il : :'; , ' " " .. ~t IS a liox'la!llloned as a filntlock PIstol. , :,,', bO'ttom 'cf, 
f" "., ' " ',. ', " ", ' : ," ': ,:' , ,, ',' : C ,- , : ;,us~h!o~Uet'Oaol'u,",,, , ,,,, 

>', It is of one O'f , the~e , .. side lines' " ,that' I write, one tha't can still , ably in 

I:: be indulged in with great satisfaction by 'thO'se whO' do nO't, feel ' ,' an Id 1 

\
', tha.t rthey Cnn fac~ up to the rarer and earlier piecea ' co ectors, 
~ The e;<tent to which snuff-taking preva.iled and the, ~O'n~, inning& ':' ,' ,e!lorm?usly , 

' ;the habit had! led to' the manufacture , O'f ,-great :qyantl,tles O'f snuff, ,; , ~he , sole COJ,le(rtolc'n 
bO'xes and mu Is. ' TO' those ' whO' could a~ord it,,; silver, na~ural1r.; .',.', e,ra t ' 

" , 
" 

' ij 

'j 
i 

," 

", I 
1 

',' , I 
1 

1 

"'I 

'I 
I 
! 

'\ 
j 
I 
1 
j 
i 

' I 

' :;"1' 
" 

, :'] 
'/ ,1 

', :'. .' " ,;::: \ 
including' "' j 

boxes ilear,:: tll~< :' I 
1lalSlralltm, =:<, ' ,',; j 

:Who 8ta.~Ped hi~ ' l 
, ' Then again' l 

" Samu~l DAlncumb, a i 
,circa 1740 and ,j 

u,~,.f,,'no,;io~ 

i~ :that which ,takes the, 
fal!pi,on"d :by Durie, b.ut made cO'm-

'small boxes seen tO'wards the 
':;and : the shoes 'above them were 

appealed, but ,jO'r the poO'rer man pew.ter' was available and, as Wlll \ ,'" ,cf ' .vl'lloll,m-~a 
be seen, every va~iety of :design waS elllploye? top~cduce individul),h' ", 

~:, ' ity, ,":,ithresul~ th~t ' were, . g~nerally , pleasmg, O'fte,n, oul'iO'US; , and ,::",,:; ,~,~~r1'~'tl'l'~1:}~1~11;E~~~~~]~~~~~~~fb~~i:~:~::=-i_-,~ __ " , sometimes amusing. • ", . ' : .. ,',' : '\ ~ 
I; ,' In additiO'n to snuff-boxes the mal, el'S ,Produced needle-cases', patch: 
;; ,boxes nnd even Y,iqaigFettes,. sOllle,O'f whlo);! are inc,luded in ,the, grc'~P8 
i, ' illustrated. , ' ' ", , " , , , " . 
4" There,is cO'mparatively little ibat can be said 

1\ ,: They ,were s'eli:\oiIi , marked: ,,:i~h their makers', ' 
/i understandable "ILI ', the mnJorlty are O'f en,riy 
' " which time,the Comp~nies nnd Guilds which 

: :the manufacture ,O'f pewtel' had, to' a ~reat and ever.in()reasinll 
"aost <their' ccin,t\'O'l, : \vith, ~he 1'esult, ~l'(long"otJher8, 

1., 'O'f wares was no ,IO'nger 'enforced.- ' 
": ' There are certain exceptiO'ns,::howeyer, The Scottish 
, ' ~ounted in' peV(tel' , (~~) '~~~~ ',}~r!y.aU ,made ,'by ,~ne """""'"".,,, 

I .'1. ." .••• ~ , • ,-, ,,~ :._, L~~'t..~q'{t..\ .. li.H ~J~\ l l?;::I~ ";' ~ .• :" ' . ....... ' '': ':'' 


